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A

S YLLABUS,
OF THE

LECTURES.

VOLUME I.

PREPARATORY DISCOURSE.

Rev. i. 3.

*< Bleffed is he that readeth, and they that hear, the words

" of this Prophecy ; and keep thofe things which arc

11 written therein : for the time is at hand."

INTRODUCTORY LECTURE.
Upon the fulfilling of Prophecy; plainly fhewing. that

we are to underftand the Prophecies, generally, in their

moft plain and obvious fehfr,

LECTURE I.

The cali of Abram—The promifes made to the Patriarchs,

by which the land of Canaan was given to them and their

pofterity, for a pofleflion, in which the boundaries are

mentioned : Colle&ed from the Scriptures.—Obfervations

upon the fame.—A brief hiftorica.1 account of the firft

Covenant, from its being made,, mutually agreed upon,

a 2, aud



IV SYLLABUS.
and confirmed, between God and Ifrael at Mount Sinai,

to its abrogation, at the death of Chriit, and final dif-

folution, at the deftru&ion of Jerufalem by the Romans..

—Obfervations upon that Covenant ; defigned, chiefly,

to correct fome miftakes that have been made refpecting it.

LECTURE II.

The New Covenant which God will make with the houfe

of Ifrael, and with the houfe of Judah, in the latter

days With obfervations on the fame.

LECTURE III.

The return of the Jews to their own land is certain.—It is

highly probable that the Turkifh empire fhall be weaken-

ed, but not dcftroyed, in order for this event to take

place.—The manner in which the Jews {hail fettle the

country at firft.—They fhall dwell very fecurely.—After

a time, their enemies fhall combine againft them; many

nations fhall join one leader, (fuppofed to be the Grand

Turk, or chief prince of the Mahometans: )—-This army

fhall pafs through the land of Ifrael like a furious ftorm
j

fhall prevail j and even take the city Jerufalem, and

fhall reduce the inhabitants to a ftate of the greateft

diftrefs : But, at the laft, deliverance fhall come, fudden-

ly and unexpe&edly.—Why God fhall fuffer this dread-

ful fcene to take place, after the return of the Jews to

their own land.

LECTURE IV.

The perfonal appearing of Je/us Cbrift, or the manifefted

Jehovah, will prevent the enemies of the Jews from

compleating their diabolical defigns.—Some of the prodi-

gies that fball attend his coming : He fhall defcend to the

Mount of Olives j the earth fhall fhake, the mount

fhall



SYLLABUS. V

ihall cleave in fundcr, and the Valley of Judgment

fhall be formed.—The total deftru&ion of the enemies

of the Jews.—The means, circumftances, and defigns of

the fame.

LECTURE V.

On the perfonal appearance of Christ.—This a plainly

revealed Scripture truth, or prophecy, of great import-

ance : not yet fulfilled, but certainly mail be. The cir-

cumftances and neceffity of the fame.

LECTURE VI.

Some of the glorious events that fhall take place at the

Coming of Christ ; as the refurrection and changing of

the faints, &c. and the converfion of the Jews : all which

require his perfonal appearance.

A SERIOUS MEDITATION
Upon the Subjects of the two foregoing Lectures.

LECTURE VII.

The great army that fhall gather to make war againftChrift

after his coming.—-The deftrudtion of the fame.

LECTURE VIII.

The deftrqcYion, of the enemies of Chrifr, farther confidered,

and proved from many Scriptures; and alfo that the

Beaft and Falfe Prophet fhall be caft alive into a lake

of fire and brimftone ; and Satan fhall be bound and

ihut up in the abyfs, for a thoufand years.

VOL-



VI SYLLABUS.

VOLUME II.

LECTURE IX.

A preliminary Le&ure upon the Millenium, &c. con-

taining fome Obfervations upon feveral Syftems that

have been broached, pointing out fome of their defects,

and giving fome reafons why thefe matters have been fo

much bewildered, and fo little underftood.

LECTURE X.

The univerfal kingdom of Chrifr. over the whole earth.-—

Its outward bleffings enumerated ; fuch as, righteous

government ; univerfal and conftant peace, through the

whole period ; all enmity fhall be deftroyed from among

the animals ; the purfe fhall be taken from the earth s

and it fhall yield amazing increafe, with very little

labour.

LECTURE XI.

The Subject of the outward bleffings of the Millenium;

continued—Women fhall probably bring forth children

then without danger, and with little or no pain ; being

delivered from the curfe pronounced at the fall.—No
Children fhall die in their infancy, nor any perfons, ex-

cept rebellious finners, during the whole period : but

health, eafe, happinefs, and long life, fhall be refrored to

mankind as before the flood, and more abundantly.—In,

confequenceof thefe bleffings, there fhali be an incon-

ceivable increafe of inhabitants in the world during the

Millenium—A Calculation made upon certain fuppo-

fitions : the numbers immenfe, How will they find room

to dwell on the earth ? Anfwered. What will they do.

for food ? Twelve anfwers given to this queftion.

LZC-r



SYLLABUS. Xil

LECTURE XII.

The fpiritual blcflingsof Chrifl's kingdom defcribed ; fuch

as, The univerfal knowledge of God : His law being

written in the hearts of men, fhall caufe univerfal and

conftant obedience to his will.—Vice will then be much,

more rare on earth than Virtue is now : proved from fe-

veral confiderations.—The great obftruftions that now

hinder the fuccefs of the Gofpel fhall then be removed ;

and the knowledge of the glory of God fhall in confe-

rence, fill the whole earth.—A living infallible Judge,

the watchmen of Zion feeing eye to eye, the Church

being one as the Father and Son are one, and holinefs

becoming general—fhall produce thefe great and furprifing

effe&s.

LECTURE XIII.

Some Obfervations upon Ezekiel's vifions of the Holy

Houfe, and of the entrance of the Lord into it by the

eafl gate : tending to prove the certainty of Chrifl's

perfonal defcent to dwell and reign on the earth, during

the Millenium,

A D I S COURSE
Upon the univerfal Kingdom of Christ on Earth, and the

Blefllngs thereof.

Zech. xiv. 9.

'* And Jehovah fhall be King over all the earth : In that

day fhall there be one Jehovah, and his name one.

LECTURE XIV.

The recovery of the whole houfe of Iffael, even all the twelve

tribes„.Their fettlement in their own land, no more to be

removed



VIII SYLLAUUS.

removed—And thenewdivifion of the land, different from,

what it was in Joshua's time, or ever fince.

LECTURE XV.

The aftoniftiing fruitfulnefs of the land of Canaan in former

times, and the great numbers of people that dwelt there-

in, efpecially in the reigns of David and Solomon.—Its

prefent barren ftate no objection to Divine Revelation.—

Prophecies of its glorious and flourifhing condition under

the government of the Lord, with refpecl: to the plenty

that fh all abound, and the vaft multitudes of people that

fhal! dwell therein.

LECTURE XVI.

The glorious and flourifhing condition of the land of Ifrael

under the government of the Lord, with refpeel: to the

fafety, pleafantnefs, and healchfulnefs of that happy coun-

try, in the time of the Millenium.

LECTURE XVII.

The MILLENIAL WATERS:
And the happy Effects they (hall produce.

LECTURE XVIII.

The RE ST ORATION of SAC R IF ICE S :

Proved from the Prophecies, and accounted for ; and

fhewed to be confiftent with the moft exalted State of

Chriltianity.

LECTURE XIX.

The great Refpeft with which the Defcendants of Jacob
fhall be treated by all People : And fome Obfervations

upon their Hiftory, and the Prophecies concerning them.

L E C-
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LECTURE XX.

All Nations (hall afilmbleat Jerufalem, in the Millenium,

from year to year, to worfhip the King Jehov AH of hofts,

and to keep the Feaft of Tabernacles.—Prophecies of this

great event—Obfervations upon the fame.

LECTURE XXI.

The Prophecies of all nations fpeaking one language in the

Millenium confidered—Obfervations upon the language of

mankind being confounded at the time of the building of

Babel, and of the gift of tongues at the day of Pentecoft.

LECTURE XXII.

A Recapitulation of the fubjecl:. The importance of atten-

ding to the Prophecies.—A common Objection anfwered

TheConclufion of the Prophecies, as far as they relate

to the Millenium.

VOLUME III.

LECTURE XXIII.

The end of the Millenium.—Satan fhall be loofed to

deceive the nations of the earth, and fhall have great

fuccefs at firft, but a total and final defeat at laft—This

the moft dark and gloomy fcene that hath ever taken

place : yet feme probable reafons are offered, why God

may fufTer it.—This the laft and greateft rebellion that

fhall be rai fed againft the glorious Meffiah ; which he

(hall defeat and deftroy, as eafily as God deftroyed So-

dom and Gomorrah, and by the fame means.—The De-

vil and his angels caft into the lake of fire and brimftone

—Obfervations upon the fallen angels j and upon their

dreadful punifhment.

b
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LECTURE XXIV.

Prophecies, That GOD (hall judge the World—That he

fhall judge the quick and the dead, and all creatures,

by Jesus Christ j by whom he created all things, up-

holdeth all things, and redeemeth all ; Who is the Head

of all principality and power, and to whom all things

are given.—The Teftimony of Christ himfelf, and of

his Apoftles, refpeeting this important matter.—The
qualifications which our Saviour poflefTes, which {hew

him to be fully fufficient to be the great Judge of the

world.— Some of the defigns of GOD in appointing a

Day of publick Judgment.

LECTURE XXV.

ON THE GENERAL RESURRECTION : AND THE

LAST JUDGMENT.

The Throne of Judgment on which our Lord fhall fit—

The fecond or general Refurrection of the dead, an event

plainly foretold—What thofe Books may be fuppofed to

be that fhall be opened—The Rules by which mankind

fhall be judged—Concerning the Book of Life—Many
names fhall be found written in the Book of Life, in the

Day of Judgment, which were not found there at the

beginning of the Millenium. From this a feparate flate

of confcious exiftence after the death of the body is pro-

ved : and that God carries on his work of Grace during

the intermediate date.

LECTURE XXVI.

ON THE LAST JUDGMENT, CONDEMNATION, AND

DREADFUL PUNISHMENT OE THE WICKED.

Many Paflages in the words of Chrift and his Apoftles

fpeak of a flate of future poficive pain, torment, and

punifhment, more dreadful than any thing that can be

ex-
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experienced in this life. Thofe very fevere pains are to be

executed after the Judgment; and muft be dreadful de-

yond defcription.

LECTURE XXVII.

ON THE CONFLAGRATION.

Which fhall immediately follow the laft Judgment, and

the condemnation of the wicked ; by which the globe

{hall be diflblvcd, and turned into a lake of fire. The

means whereby this may be accomplifhed ; and the de-

figns of Gjd therein.

LECTURE XXVIII.

On the laft dreadful punifhment of the rebellious, in the

lake of fire and brimftone, which is the fecond death. In

which the final place of punifhment, the lake of fire, is

{hewn to be the world on fire, and the heavens and earth

dilYolved, or melted. The dreadfulnefs of the torments

that {hall be endured. And a brief defcription of fome

of thofe horrid crimes, that are thus threatened. The

methods by which many evade the force of thefe awful

threatenings, their reafoning contrary to the evident

meaning of the fcriptures.—The defigns of God in thus

punifhing his Creatures. Some queftions anfwered.

LECTURE XXIX.

The New Creation or Renovation of the heavens and earth

after the Conflagration :—And the defcent of the
1 New

Jerufalem from God out of heaven, and the defigns of

God therein.

LECTURE XXX.

Some farther account of the New Creation, and of the

New Jerufalem, which {hall come down from God out

of heaven. Including the fubftance of a little piece

written by the Rev. Morgan Edwards upon the

fame fubjedt, entitled,

"LAST- NOVEL-TIE S."

a 2 LF.C-
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LECTURE XXXI.

Prophecies of the final Reftoration of all men; collects

from the Sacred Scriptures. With fome brief Obferva

tions upon them.

LECTURE XXXII.

New Teframent Prophecies in favour of the doctrine of the

Univerfal Reftoration.

Advertifement.

<nrHE following Leftures, Jufficient to form a fourth

Volume, have been delivered at the Chapel in

Glafshoufe Yard ; but could not be included in Fifteen

Numbers, as feveral new Lectures were added that

were not mentioned in the Propofals ; but as feveral of

the Subfcribers who heard them, have eamejlly defired

their publication, they are refpeftfully informed, that

when four hundred copies are fubfcribed for, the authot

will put the work to prefs ; but he is by no means wil-

ling to intrude upon the generofty of his Subfcribers

by exceeding his fitJl Plan. But in profecuting the work

its Verity and high Importance arofe with fuch new anc

almojl irreji/lihle energy upon his mind, that he fount

it impojfible to comprefs his thoughts in the preferibea

limits; and therefore thofe who wifo to fubferibe for

the fourth Volume, are defired fo fend in their names to

the Author , as foon as convenient, or deliver them in

at the Chapel in Giafshoufe-Yard, where a Book zvill

be kept open for the puvp'.fc.

S Y L~



SYLLABUS to VOLUME IV.

LECTURE XXXIII.

The Prophecies of the return of the Captivity of Sodom

and her daughters, Samaria and her daughters, and Je-

rufalem and her daughters confidered ; and the doctrine

of the general restoration deduced therefrom, in

oppofuion to both endless damnation, and annihi-

lation.

LECTURE XXXIV.

The unfearchable counfels of God in fhutting up the Jews

together in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all,

fet forth ;—by which many Scriptures, otherwise very

hard to be underftood, become perfe&ly plain and eafy.

LECTURE XXXV.
That grand and glorious Event of our blcfftd Saviour's

going and preaching the Gofpel to the Spirits in priioh

who were difobedient in the days of Noah.

LECTURE XXXVI.
_

The Dergns, or Purpofes for which the Gofpel was

preached to them. Some popular Obj^Shons anfwered.

\flhife two Lectures will centaln the fubflanee of fcveral Dif-

courfes which the Author delivered upon thefe fubjefis in Lon-

don^ from May 25, to June 15. 1788.]

LECTURE XXXVII.

The Hiftory of Nebuchadnezzar. He is confidered as a

mod finking figure of Lucifer, or the chief prince of the

fallen angels ; in his rebellion again ft God, ambition,

tyranny, pride, cruelty, and univerfal dominion.

LECTURE XXXVIII.

The hifrory of Nebuchadnezzar continued— his amazing

ftate of degradation, humiliation, and re-exaltation :—

-

His
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His confeflion of faith, and the plain marks of his won-

derful and moft miraculous converfion to God.—Nothing

can be impoffible to Him who wrought fo great a change

in that haughty tyrant. And there is reafon to believe

that the fame God will finally bring his moft flubborn

enemies, the haughty monarchs of the earth, and the

fallen angels themfelves to humble theinfelves before

him, and finally to love and praife Him their great Cre-

ator and Reftorer.

LECTURE XXXIX.

The total deftrudtion of the city and kingdom of Babylon,

according to the exprefs words of prophecy, confidered

as typical of the certain deftruclion and total annihila-

tion of the kingdom of Satan and evil out of the uni-

verfe.

LECTURE XL.

The great Jubilee under the Law confidered as a moft glo-

rious figure of the final and univerfal Reftoration of

all Intelligences.

LECTURE XLI.

Christ confidered as Mediator—His univerfal authority

over all ; the Defigns of God in giving him all power

and authority, viz. that he fhould fubdue and reftore

all :—This being accomplished, he will refign the king-

dom with infinite honour to the Father, that God may

be All in All. This the clofing fcene of Revelation,

and the grandeft of all by far.—

—

Joseph, in bis ad-

miniftration over Egypt, confidered as a lively figure of

Christ as Mediator.

LECTURE XLII.

A brief recapitulation of the whole Courfe of Leclures.

Conclufion.
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A

COURSE of LECTURES,
ON THE

PROPHECIES
THAT REMAIN TO BE FULFILLED.

I.

A P RE RARATO RT DISCOURSE,
Defigned as a Preface*

Rev. i. 3.—" Blcffcd is he that readeth, and they that hear ths

words of this prophecy; and keep thofe things which are written

therein : for the time is at handy

BEING about to deliver a Courfe of Lectures on

the Prophecies which remain to be fulfilled, I

could not think of a paffage of Scripture more proper

to engage our earned attention to the words of pro-

phecy, and that feemed more likely to infpire us with

thofe difpofitions of mind, and that propriety of c n-

duct, neceiTary for us, if we would with to underftand

the Scriptures, than this, which I have chofen for the

fubject of our prefent meditation*

It is of very great importance to conduct ourfelves

in fuch a manner as to obtain and receive bleffings

from the Lord ; and there is nothing but we mould

A 2 be
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be ready to do or fuiFer, to gain the plaudit of out*

Judge and Saviour.

Bat it frequently happens that bleflings are propofed

( vafTk upon terms fo ilmple and eafy, that they r

them out of fcorn ; though they would do much more

to obtain' them, provided they might follow their own

wills.

This was the cafe with Naaman, the Syrian, who

came into the land of Ifrael to be healed of his le-

profy : He brought ten talents of filver, and fix thou-

fand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment, all

which he would have given, with the utmoft pleafure,

to have been cleanfed ; but when the prophet Elifha

lent a menenger unto him, faying ;
" Go and wafh in

" Jordan {even, times, and thy fleih fhall come again

" unto thee, and thou (halt be clean ;" far from being

thankful, and freely accepting fo great a bl effing upon

iach eafy terms, he was very wroth, and thus with re-

fentment exprelTed himfelf :
'* Behold, I thought, he

i
l will furely come out to me, and ftand, and call

" upon the name of Jehovah his God, and ftrike

" his hand over the place, and recover the leper. Are

" not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damafcus, better

" than all the waters of Ifrael ? may I not wafb in

" them, and be clean?" And we are informed, that

he turned, and went away in a rage, and would, doubt-

lefs, have lived and died a leper, had not his fervants,

more confi derate than their mafter, thus reafonably

argued the cafe with him :
" My father, if the prophet

" had bidden thee do fome great thing, wouldeft thou

" not have done it ? how much rather, then, when he

" faith
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f
- (ai h unto thee, Wafh and be clean ?" He tried the

iment, and obtained the invaluable blefTing.

In the words under our confideration, we are pro-

nounced bleffed, if we read, hear, and keep the words

of this prophecy. Pvlay this blefiing be mine, and may

jfcbe yours, that bath " he that foweth and he that

ii reapeth, may rejoice together !" Need any more

hz £aid to engage you to attend the following Courfe

of Lectures; in which vaft numbers of prophecies yet

remaining to be accc.npliflied, will be confidered, com-

pared, and i€xplairicdj according to the analogy of

Scripture; among which, many of the wonderful pre-

dictions written in this book will be attended to :

which I truft, will be a work acceptable to God, and

highly pleafing and profitable to man.

To have the approbation of our God, to know that

he approves of our conduct ; mull be a very great en-

couragement, in all our fearches and refearches after the

truth ofprophecy : to know not only, that he hath not

forbidden, but that he hath commanded us, to fearch

diligently after thofe things which he hath been pleafed

to reveal into us ; muft ferve to animate our minds,

while we enter into the glorious confideration „of thofe

important myfteries, that have been revealed by the

Holy Ghoft to the prophets, and which are fhortly to

have their accomplishment.

It is the opinion of fome perfbns, and even fome of

thofe that profefs the Chriftian religion, that nothing is

more dangerous than to ftudy the prophecies, or to feek

to underftand them ; efpecially thofe that are written in

this book of the Revelation: Whereas, the plain matter

cf fact is
;

that the glorious God will efceem himfelf

highly
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highly honoured, if we will pay a diligent regard to

thofe things which he hath been pleafed to reveal.-—

SuDpofe a man of the mod diftinguilhed abilites, and

the higheft eminence, was fpeaking in a congregation,

and his auditors, in'tead of liftening to him, mould be

attending to other matters, of little or no confequence ;

would it not put a great flight upon the fpeaker ?---

"Would it not evidently (hew that they meant to dis-

honour him ?—Thus ; feeing that the eternal Jeho-

vah hath fpoken to us, in his word, thofe great and

important things, that intimately concern each and

every one of us ; if we attend not to him, we are guilty,

in his fight, of pouring contempt upon his word, upon

his authority, upon '::is Spirit. Since God is the fpeaker,

fmce Goo is the great inditer of thefe facred prophecies

;

it becomes us to read ihem with attention, and diligently

to fearch into their meaning, that we may know the great

things of God ; that we may be acquainted with thofe

matters of fact that will foon be realized. ---Hence, to

eiicoura°-e us to the greateft diligence and induftry in

this matter, God hath been pleafed to pronounce, in a

remarkable manner, a bleffing upon the readers, and

hearers, of the words of the prophecy contained in this

book.— -B!e[i :'J is he that readeth, and they that hear, the

Words of this prophecy, and keep thofe things zvhich are

i therein : for the time is at hand. Let us there-

in the frrft plac e, cGnfider, what tempers, or difpo-

s of mind, are neceilary, in order that we may be

, j bleffing here promifed.

Firft—Diligence is recomended, inanefpecial man-

ner. Diligence, in all things, is neeefiary and require.

A man that is diligent in his common buiinefs, (hajl

•
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be advanced : he pall Jiand before kings ; he f!:all not

jiand before mean men : Whereas, he that is idle and

ilothful, mall lofe the advantages already procured, as

well as mifs of thofe which he might have obtained.

Hence ifwe would acquire divine wifdom, the Scriptures

recommend diligence and induftry to us : gveatearnejinefs

is required of thofe who would obtain a knowledge of

the things of God ; you mud fet your defire to the

matter.—' If thou criefl: after knowledge, and lifted up
6 thy voice for underftanding ; if thou feekeft her as

* filver, and fearcheft for her as for hid treafures : then

' (halt thou underftand the fear of the Lord, and find

* the knowledge ofGod/ It is not to the idle, to the

lazy, the carelefs, and the indifferent, thatthefe bleflings

are promifed : but it is to the diligent, the induftrious,

the careful man ; who looketh diligently to the facred

pages ; who fearcheth there for the Divine will : who
ieeketh for it more than for hidden treafures.

But again— It is neceflary, if we would obtain this

blernng, that we come with hearts emptied of felf

;

I was going to fay, filled with child-like fimplicity.

Not the wife, nor the felf-opinionated ; not thofe pof-

feffed of a vain conceit of their own knowledge ; can

obtain the blefling here promifed. The nature of

our Saviour's religion is, to bring our hearts to be

humble, to be fimple, to be like children ; for—
6 Except ye be converted, and become as little chil-

6 dren, (faith our divine Redeemer) you fhall in no

* cafe enter into the kingdom of heaven/ St. Peter

gives us mod excellent advice in his firft Epiftle,

and at the beginning of the fecond chapter : there he

faith— c Wherefore, laying afide all malice, and all

< guile,
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' guile, and hypocrifies, and envies, and all evil-

' fpeakings ; as new-born babes, defire the fincerc

' of the word, that ye may grow thereby.'—This t

;

and difpofition of foul, is abfolutely neceffar ; nd
requifite, in all thofe who would fearch, with fuccefe,

in the facrcd treafures of the prophetic writings.

Next—We rhuft confider that faith is neeeffary, if

we would profit by the facred pages, and efpec : ally

phetic kind. We muft have true f

that is to fay, we muft believe that thefe are the words

of God ; and that he will perform them, in his own
time. The gcfpel itfelf, cannot profit the hearers that

do not mix it with faith, as the apoftle juftly obferves,

in his Epifile to the Hebrews ; where he fays, ( For

to us was the gofpel preached, as well as unto

* them ; but the word preached did not profitthem,
c not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.'

Ir we would profit by the facred writings, we mud
ve, truly and firmly believe, that the eternal

Jehovah, who hath pronounced the promifes, will, in

his due time, perform them. We mull lay down two

infallible rules, in order to conduct us through the

labyrinth of prophecy.

Firfl—That God is not a man, that he fhouJd lie ;

not the fon of man, that he Qiould repent ; that he will

not change, nor alter the thing that is gone out of his

mouth. And, fecondly— -If the prophecies appear to

us dif&cuk, and our reafon be ready to cry out, They

cannot be fulfilled, plainly and literally ; we ihould

remember God's maxim— 5 Is there any thing too hard

' for me ? is any thing too hard for Jehovah >' Or, as

the I i ; ft it to the Virgin Mary—' For with

God
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God nothing (hall be impoflible !' When we confider

thefe things as we ought, our faith grows bold, ftrong,

active and vigorous ; and efpecially, when we confider

jiiderful things which God hath already performed

:

The great things which he hath done, (hew what he can

do. When we confider, for inftance, the prophecies

refpecling the incarnation ofour Lord and Saviour ; how

inconceivable they muft have appeared to reafon, at the

time of their delivery !—

-

f Behold, a virgin fhall con-

' ceive, and bear a fon, and fhall call his name Immanuel:*

Reafon would have faid—This prophecy is impoflible

;

it cannot be literally fulfilled : we muitunderfland it in

fome fpiritual way, if we are to underftand it at all : for

a virgin can never conceive, me can never bring forth

a fon ; dill lefs, can (lie conceive, and bring forth one

worthy of the name Immanuel, God with us : a child

who (hall be both God and man in one perfon ; whofe

name mall be called— ' Wonderful, Counfellor, the

* Mighty God, the Everlafting Father, and the Prince

* of Peace.' This can never be literally fulfilled.---

But, in the Lord's own time, this prophecy, however

extraordinary, and apparently impomble, was punctu-

ally accomplimed : the virgin Mary did conceive ; fhe

did bear a fon, the holy child Jcfus ; he is called—

Immanuel, God with us, the Wonderful, Counfellor, the

Mighty God, the Father of the Everlafting Age, and the

Prince of Peace. This prophecy having been Co exactly

fulfilled ; we have no reafon to fcruple, but that the

power of God is fuflicient to perform whatever elfe he

hath declared.

But, if we would undcrftand the words of God
rightly, and efpecially thofe grand, important truths,

Vol. I. B which
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whidh are contained in the prophecies ; we mud enter

practically into the fubject : we muft clo the will of

God. Our Saviour gives this rule to mankind, if they

would even know of the doctrine itfelf, whether it sras

true, or whether he fpake of himfelf : he directs them

to do the will ofGod ; to love the Lord God, with all

their hearts, with all their fouls, might, mind, and

ftrength. Men who expect to understand religion, by

eafier methods than their common bufinefs, or other

matters, greatly niiflake. Some fuppofe, that though

they cannot enter into any tiling elfe perfectly, without

practice ; they may enter into religion, and have a

competent knowledge of it, by theory alone : but our

dear Saviour fays--' If any man will do his will, heCiall

* know of the doctrine, whether it be ofGod, or whether

f I fpeak of myfeif/ This is the moft excellent of all

rules ; and can never be too much infided upon, and

adhered to. A practical knowledge is the bell of all

;

and it can hardly be fuppofed, that God will open the

inyfteries of his kingdom to thofe who take no pains to

practife his commands. When Jehovah was about to

deftroy Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim ;

he laid.--' Shall 1 hide from Abraham that tiling which

6
I do : for I know him, that he will command his chil-

c dren, and his houflaold after him ; and they fhall keep

« the way of Jehovah, to dojuftice and •judgment/

And the prophet fuh---< Surely, the Lord will do

tung, but he reyealeth his fecret unto his fervants,

' the prophets/ And die Pfalmift thus exprefTes the

matter-- ' The fecret of Jehovah is with them that

u, -.rid he will (hew them his covenant/

vingpremifed thefe ncceffary tempers and difpo-

fitions
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fitions of mind ; I now come to confider, the blefiing

which is pronounced upon him that readeth, and upon

thofe that hear, the zvords of this prophecy, and keep thofe

things which are zvritten therein.

Mankind are exceedingly defirous to know future

events. There is fcarcely any difpolition which is ftronger

in men, than an earned defire to know what (hall be in

time to come : it was fo from the beginning, is now, and

mud be fo, while human nature continues the fame.

Hence God's people, of old, were extremely apt to turn

afide to afrrologers, magicians, necromancers, {both-

fayers, and others ; who pretended to foretel future

events. This, Jehovah forbade, in the moil pofitive

and peremptory manner ; but, at the fame time, that

they mould not be at a lofs for inn.ruc~r.ion, he promifed

them conftant communications of his will by the pro-

phets; and, efpecially, by his Son, thatprophet like unto

Mofes ; to whom they were commanded to hearken, in

all things. The facred canon, being now filled up,

contains a full, plain, and clear account, of all the great

events that have happened, or (hall happen, to mankind,

and to the globe on which they dwell ; from the be-

ginning oftime, to the final confummation of all things.

Hence, the bleMing that (hall be to thofe that read, and

that hear the words of this prophecy, is—That they fhall

come at the knowledge of future events, in a way that

Jehovah approves of; ina way that mall do the highefl

honour to him : in a way wherein he (hall manifeit him-

fclf to their fouls, and blefs them abundantly. The

great and glorious God, doth not defire that we mould

live in ignorance : he has therefore furnifhed us, in the

mod glorious manner, with the means of ufefnl know-

B z ledge.
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kclgc. That book which contains the fates of men, the

fates of empires, and of the globe kfelf; is within our

reach, and open to our view. Would you wifh to know

your own perfonal fate ? Look at your character, as

reprefented in the Bible ; and you (hall there find the

bleffings, or the woes, that muft inevitably be your

portion, continuing in the ftate in which you now are.—

-

Would you willi to know the fate ofempites? Behold

them exactly defcribed in the facrcd pages.—Would

you wifli to know the fate of the world in which you

live } You have there the bejjt information : You are

there informed, by Jehovah himfelf, ofthe great things

that he will perform : You are told, that the time is nigh

at hand, when the Lord Jefus himfelf mall defcend !

when he fliall come in his own glory, with the glory of

the Father, and with all the holy angels. Then the

fpirits of thofe that Deep in Jefus, mail God bring with

him : he will raife their bodies from the grave : they

(hall have a part in the nrft refurrectfon. The living

faints fliall then be changed ; they fhali be cai ight up to

meet him in the air ; and Co mall they ever be with the

Lord. He fhali defcend to earth : no more to fuffer,

bleed or die ; but, as an Almighty Conqueror ; to rule,

till all his foes are made to iubmit to him, or fall before

him.

In this bleffed volume you are alfo told, that the

nations of the world fliall form great oppofition againft

the Redeemer and his kingdom : that they fliall feek

to caff, off the yoke of God, and his Clirift ; to break

their bands afunder, and cad their cords from them :

but that Jehovah fhali laugh them to fcorn, and

have them in derifion : that he will fpeak to them in

his
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\y$ wrath, and vex them in his fore difpleafurc : that,

in defpite of ail their attempts to deitroy, or oveithr

the kingdom of Ghriftj he {hall take to himfelf his

greet power, and '{hall have dominion from fca to fea,

and from the river unto the ends of the earth : that all

the inhabitants of the world fliall bow before him, and

his enemies fliall lick the dud. You are informed, in

the facred pages, that he will punifli thofe who rebel

;

but will exceedingly applaud, and .highly reward, thofe

who ferve him in the prefent time ; by making them

kings and priefts un|o God, and his Father; and they

fliall reinm with nim uoon the earth : he will rewardO JL

them, according to the improvement of the talents with

which he hath entrufted them. Ke that, with the pound

which his, lord oeftows, by improvement, gaineth ten

pounds, fliall have dominicti, or authority, over ten

cities ; and he that gaineth five, fliall be over five

cities : And all who J)ehave%ell in their ftation, fliall

have that high plaudit of their Judge—Well done, good

and faithful ferJtint. Thus the blcfled Saviour of man-

kind, will juftly difpenfe punifliments and rewards.

You are informW, in this wonderful book, that the

kingdom of our Saviour fliall take place : that he fhaH

reftore the earth, take away the curfe, and caufe the

ground to be fruitful : that he fliall bring men to fear,

know, love, and ferve Jehovah, through the world :

that ZLon's watchmen fliall fee eye to eye* that they

fliall lift up their voices together, and fing in the ways

ofJehovah, when he fliall bring agai

they that believe in the name of Jefus Chrift, fliall be

one, as the Father and Son are one : thq church

look forth as the morn, fair as the moon, clear as the
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fun, terrible as an army with banners: that

rious and bleifed Redeemer ihall reign, ftill iniquity

iliall hide its baneful head ; till risfhteouinefs mall be

exalted ; till it ihall run down as ftreams, and as an

overflowing; flood. And whereas now it is hardto find

virtue, it (hall then be more difnculito fmd vice. The

glorious Redeemer will rule and reign, till th? whole

earth Ihall he full of the knowledge of^fEiiovAH, as

die waters cover the fea. TItc nations (hall fay ---

' Come ye, ancj. let us go up to the mountain of Jeho-
c vah, to the houfe of the God of ^ic^J}*; 'and he will

* teach us of his ways, and we will' walk in his paths/

Ware (hall be known no*more durin{pthafcj*eriod ; no

more Ihall the fword be ufed. Confrfed^noife iliall

not be heard j nor garments be feen rolled in* blood.

' They Ihall beat their {words into plough-ihares,

* and their fpears into pruning-hooks. Nation mall

6 not lift up fword again* nation*; •neither mail they

4 learn war any more : but thejyftiall fit every man
c under his vine, and under his fig-tree ; and none iliall

1 make them afraid : for the moutii of Jehovah of

6 Holts hath fpoken it.'
#

Thefe are fome of the great and glorious things

which you are to hear treated of in the courfe of thefe

Lectures. If you follow the (acred pages further, you

will find, that beautiful as this (late is, it mud have an

end : lovely "and pleafant as the Millenium is, it'feff

mult come to a cjofe. In fact, //vallate of the earth is

intended as a medium, or a middle irate, between its

prefent corrupted, and its final glorious and hi

ftate : it therefore partakes, ii rt, of tin

fection of the ptefent, and, in tome fort, of the pei

tion
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tion of th^t which is to fucceed it; fo that it is a mid-

dle fiate, nether wholly earthly, nor wholly heavenly.

But if we believe the words of the prophecy in this

book, an awful fecne muft take place : The evil apof-

tate angel is to be loofed'from his dreary priibn, and

fliall go forth to deceive the nations of the earth;

when aft parts of the fame (hail be filled with multi-

tudes of men* he frfall go forth to make one grand,

and (blefiecf be God) *laft attempt, againft the king-

dom and intereft or the Lord Jefus Chrift : he (hail

deceive the nations that dwell in the four corners of the

earth: he fliarl gather them together in battle; the

number of whom* is as the fand of the fea : they fliall

go up, and compafs the camp of the faints about,

and the beloved city ; but, far from being able to over-

throw the Lord's Anointed, or his caufe, they them-

felves fliall be Overthrown ; fire from God, out of hea-

ven, fliall devour them, as the inhabitants of Sodom

and Gomorrah were devouredj of old. Then fatan,

who deceived them, fliall be taken, and fhail be call

into the lake of fire and brimftone, with the beau: and the

falfe prophet, thofe great deceivers of mankind. Clirifl

lliall then call the reft of the dead out of their graves.

There is to be a general refurreclion : the dead,

fmall and great, are toftand before God. Then comes

the awful judgment : the books are opened; and there

is another book opened, which is the Book of Life:

and the dead will be indeed out of thofe things whichJo o
are written in the books, according to their works.

Death and hell fliall give up the dead which are in

them; the fea (hall give up the dead which are in it;

and they fhall be judge;'!, every man according to their

works.
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works. Then the dread fentence fhail be pronounced

upon the ungodly—Depart from me, ye curfed, into

ion fire, preparedfor the devil and his angels. Who-
ibever (hall not then be found written in the Book of

life, (hall be carl into the lake of fire.

Then (hall Chrift and his people afcend to Heaven.

—Would you wiih farther to furvey the condition of

the world in which we dwell ? The facred pages

intimate, that the globe, which is at prefent the theatre

of our crimes, is likewjfe to be the very place of our

punifhments. In vain fome people reafon away the fire

and brimftone of the New Teflament : They fay-—It

is a figure of the wrath of God. But the wrath of God

is fpoken of apart : the punifhment of lofs, is as clearly

exprefied as that of (en^. Depart from me; that is the

punifhment of lofs :-—Go into aionion fire ; there is the

punifhment of fcnle. The terraqueous" globe (hail be

turned into a lake of fire. It was once a lake of water

;

all the fountains of the great deep were broken up ; the.

windows of heaven were opened ; the rain defcended

in torrents; and the inhabitants of the world were

drowned : So (hall the world be overwhelmed with fire.

The nrcViC Peter fpeaks of fcoffers, whofhar.

the iaft days, * Walking after their pwn iufts;' and fay-

re is the promiie of his coming ? for, fines

; fell afleep, ail things continue as they

n the beginning of the creation. For this

ire ignorant of, that, by the word of God,

' the oick ancfcthe.eart! ingout of

; water, e ie water ; where' /odd that

n was, being overflowed with water- perimed : but

heavens seartl , whicj : erenow, by the fame

* word,
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Word, are kept in (lore ; referved, unto fire, againfl the

c day ofjudgment;, and perdition ofungodly men.' As

certain as the world was once overflowed with water, in

the days ofNoah, and the flood came upon that genera-

tion ofungodly men; fo certainly, fire, from heaven, and

fire from earth, (hall confume, or melt, the terraqueous

globe. Through all the receptacles of water, and all the

tracts of land, nothing (hall be feen, nothing fhail be

difcernable, but one vaft prodigious fiery ruin !
' The

< day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in

4 the which the heavens fhall pafs away with a great

< noife, and the elements fhall melt with fervent heat .:

' the earth alfo, and the works that are therein, fhall be
c burnt up. Seeing then, that all thefe things fhall be

' diflblved, what manner of perfons ought ye to be, in

' all holy converfation and godlinefs ? looking for, and
' hafteningunto, the coming of the day ofGod; wherein
1 the heavens, being on fire, fhall be diflblved ; and the

' elements fnall melt with fervent heat.'

Nothing can be more plain, nothing can be more

exprefs : and I am not afraid to venture the whole truth

of Divine Revelation, upon the certainty of that awful

event. The flood of waters once overwhelmed the

globe, and turned it into a watery lake : fo certainly

the world beburntup with fire ; and the terraqueous globe

fhall doubtlefs be turned into the lake of fire and brim-

ftone. Some may be ready to fay, that the ocean would

be fufficicnt to quench any fire whatever, that mio-ht

break out in the earth ; but fuch know notliino- of the

matter. I have heard a great philofopher affert, that

there is fire enough in the very ocean itfelf, ifGod fhould

be pleafed to let it loofe, to confume all things, and to

Vol. I. C melt
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melt the whole glebe cf earth : and that when the ie.t

fliould give up its dead, there is no doubt but it would

alio give up its fire. There is fire enough in ail bodies

to diifolve them ; and it is owing only to the reftrainiag

power cf Jehovah, that this raging element does not

burn: forth, and gain an afcendency over all the others.

Water once prevailedover all, and drowned the world

;

but ihall never thus prevail again ; being reftrained by

the word of God. The wind, at the command of the

Creator, palled over the earth, and prevailed to the

affuaging ofthe waters ; and Jire mall, in its turn, prevail.

The globe on which we dwell, is referved, or kept in

{lore, unto fire, againft the day of judgment, and per-

dition of ungodly men. And Oh ! what an awful

consideration is this ; that thofe who have tranfgrefTed,

and have remained impenitent, (hail be cad, foul and

body, into the lake of fire and brimflone ! He that

believes, and feriouily confiders, the dreadful nefs ofthat

punifhment, will not dare to ridicule it. I am not at all

amamed, boldly and openly, to bear my teftimony to

the truth and reality cf the literal fenfe of prophecy

;

However I may be laughed at, and ridiculed, by the men

of this diffolute age. I do not doubt but Noah was

ridiculed, when he told the old world, that God would

deftroy all living from the face cf the earth, by a flood

of waters : (efpecially, if the ocean was concealed in the

bowels of the earth, as fome fuppofe ; and that it never

had rained, but that the earth had always been watered by

mift, as feems molt likely.) Doubtlefs, theyjudged the

waters could not poffibly overwhelm the dry land ; and

therefore treated the old patriarch with the greateft

contempt: But the long-threatened, long derided period

came
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came at lad ; when the fountains of the great deep were

b oken up, and the windows of heaven were opened,

and the rain defcended forty days and forty nights, and

all creatures that had breath in their noflrils, and that

were in the dry land, died ; except thofe who were pre-

ferved in the ark. Therefore, fince the apoftle Peter

tells us---that ' The heavens and the earth, which are

c now by the fame word, are kept in ftore, and referred

* unto fire, againft the day of judgment and perdition

1 of ungodly men ;' I cannot fee any reafon at all, why

we mould not believe, that God's threatening of the

general conflagration, and fiery lake, will be as fully and

exactly, yea, and as literally accomplished ; as thofe

which he denounced againdthe old world were fulfilled,

when the unexpected flood of water came upon the

ungodly inhabitants, who had long laughed at the idea.

But our globe is not doomed to remain to all endlefs

eternity in this flate, any more than it was to continue

always overwhelmed with water : BlefTed be God, a

more glorious fcene opens to view.-— i We, accordino

4 to his promife, look for new heavens, and a new earth,

f wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs.' Fire can only

difTolve ; it cannot annihilate. In the new earth, there

fhall be no more fea ; the ocean wiil be no more wanted :

and this fhews the diiTcrence between the earth in its pre-

feitt, from what it will be in its new created (late. Even

in the Millenium, the ocean fhall be of the greateft ufe

that ever it was ; and the (hips of Tarfhifh (hall wait

upon God, to bring his fons from far, and his daughters

from the ends of the earth : but in the new creation,

there fhall be no more fea. When God came forth to

create the earth, in the beginning, it was without form,

C z and
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and void, and darknefs was upon die face of the deep,

and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the

waters ; and he created light ; then divided the waters

;

then gathered the waters under the firmament together,

and caufed the dry land to appear, and formed our

terraqueous globe. So will he come forth, by his

creating power, in his Chariot ofLove, upon his throne

of glory, and will create the world anew : He (hall

fay—Peace, he filll— -to the raging, fiery waves: they

fhali fubfide. All combuftibles being confumed, the

imoke mall ceafe to afcend, and the fire fhail burn no

longer.

The new creation (hall then commence : the earth,

and its heaven or atmofphere, fhall be reitored ; and

created anew by his all-powerful hand, far more beautiful

dian we can conceive. John fays—' I faw a new hea-

c ven, and a new earth : for the firft heaven, and the

c
firft earth, were pafTed away ; and there was no more

c fea. Anq". he that fat upon the throne faid, Behold,

6
I make all things new : and he faid unrome, Write;

' for thefe words are true and faithful.' And God, by

Ifaiah, fays---' For behold, I create new heavens, and

* a new earth ; and the former mall not be remembered,

' nor come into mind.' A new earth, in which dwelleth

righteoufnefs, and righeoufnefs only : a new earth, in

which there will be no more fin, no more forrow, pain,

nor death ; for the former things fhall be pafTed away :

whereas, in the Millenium, fin and pain, forrow and

eath, may enter: For he that Jhall die an hundred years

old, floall die a box ; but the Jin ler, being an hundred

eld, JloaU be accurfea\ : that is, thofe that are cut off at

an hundred years old, will be looked upon as dying in

a f
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a ftate of childhood j and they will be cut off on account

O' their tranfgreflions. But, in the new earth, there

(hall be no more death ; neither forrow, nor crying

;

neither fliall there be any more pain : for the former

things fliall be paffed away. To the new earth, that

holy city, the New Jerufalem, fliall defcend, from

God out of heaven : in that glorious vehicle fliall all

the faints defcend to the earth, from whence they af-

cended at the conflagration. In this city, the throne

of God and the Lamb fliall be : a glorious city this !

whofe gates, walls, &c. fliall be defcribed to you in

proper time. This city, the habitation of holinefs,

fliall clefcend to the new earth ; which appears to be

man's final abode : at lead, the Scripture carries us no

farther. The city fliall fliine like the fun : its gates

fliall be of pearls ; they fliall (land open continually :

the kings of the earth fliall bring their glory and honour

into it : For it is highly probable, that all the inhabi-

tants of the earth, that ever exifted, fliall then exift at

once, upon the globe. God- meafured the circuit of

the earth ; he knew the number that fliould dwell

upon it, and made it conveniently large for the recep-

tion of all that ever fliould be born. If we view the

harmony and beauty of the prophetic writings as we

ought, we fliall fee how great a favour God hath be-

ftovved, in giving us thefe plain and clear prophecies,

that will lead us, without fear or danger of miftake, to

fuch glorious, fuch noble, fuch grand ideas. This,

therefore, is the great bleding that fliall come to him

that rcadeth, and thofetkat hear the words of. thisprophecyy

and keep tftofe things which are written therein : that is,

who walk in the ways of Jehovah, with all their

heart,
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heart, mind, and ftrength : For they (hall know and

underhand the will of God : They fhall be able to

anfwer thofe who afk the queflion, Watchman, what of

tie nig-ht f They fliall be able to difcern what are the

fio-ns of the prefent times, and to keep thofe things that

ere written in this look ; for the time is at hand. How-

ever the prefent generation may (lumber and (leep ; I

venture, in the name of Jehovah, not to prophecy

of my own head ; but to declare, from the knowledge

which I have in the prophecies, that the hour is at

I, when thefe things-mall begin to be accomplished.

The figns of the Saviour's fecond coming, rauft be

evident to every eye. Read the gofpels, and fee if

thofe ilgns are not fulfilling :
—

' Ye fhall hear of wars,

' and rumours of wars ; and there fliall be famines, and

' peftilences, and earthquakes, in divers places, and

* fearful fights ; and great llgns fliall there be from

' heaven ; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for

' looking after thofe things which are coming on the

* earth : for the powers of heaven fliall be lhaken.'

We may now begin to look for the accomplishment

of thofe leading prophecies, that our glorious and blefled

Lord hath informed us of; and which I purpofe par-

ticularly to confkler, in the fucceeding Lectures.

Upon the whole, I dare venture to give this warning

to mankind— The day of the Lord is nigh; the

ge is at the door. I would ferioufly fay, Prepare

leet your GOD: Prepare, O ye fons and daughters

of men ! Prepare for thofe great events, that are to be

accomplished. He thai fliall come, will come; and

will riot tar:}' : for the vifion is yet for an appointed

jjme ; but at the end, it (hall lpenk, and not lie :

thoi
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though it tarry, wait for it ; becaufe it will furely come,

it will not tarry.

I humbly conceive, the matters that you mall be

informed of, in the following Courfe of Lectures,, are

all of them tending to practical improvement. I would

not, on any confederation, lead you into vain {pecula-

tions, or puzzle your minds with things of no confe-

quence ; but I would wifli to engage mankind to at-

tend to thefe ferious and very important matters : for

if God had not thought them of importance, he would

not have pronounced a bleffing upon him that readeth,

and they that hear the, words of this prophecy, and keep

thole things which are written therein. And, fince our

Maker has thought proper to reveal them to us ; it

becomes us, with all humility, with all diligence and

indufiry, to fearch the Scriptures daily ; to fee and to

know, to understand and do, the will of God ; that

we may be prepared for the day of his coming ; that our

hearts may be preferved free from furfeiting and d runken -

nefs, and the cares of this life ; that fo that day come not

upon us unawares : for we are allured, by the divine

Saviour, that as a fnare (hall it come upon all them that

dwell upon the face of the whole earth.

But, perhaps, fome may anfwer--- 1 do not believe

a word of what you have been faying ; it is a chimera

of your own brain. But let fuch remember, that they

themfelves are finking examples of the truth of our

.Air's words :-— ' When the Son of man comcth,

* (hall he find faith on the earth }' We are informed,

that as it was in the days of Noah, fo alio (hall it be in

the days of the Son ofman. They did eat, they drank,

they married wives, they were given in marriage: until

the
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the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood

came, and deftroyed them all. Likewife, alio as it was

in the days ofLot ; they did eat, they drank, they bought,

they fold, they planted, they builded : but the lame day

that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimitone

from heaven, and deilroyed them all. Even thus (hall

it be, in the day when the Son of man (hall be revealed.

For when they mail fay, Peace, and fafety—then hidden

dcfcruflion comethupon them, as travail upon a woman

with child ; and they (hall not efcape. But I fpeak to

thofe that believe the (acred volume ; thofe that believe

the truth ofprophecy. i Ye, brethren, are net in dark*

* nefs ; that that day (liould overtake you as a thief.'

The day of the Lord h aliens ; our Saviour's coming is

near. We are taught of God to believe, that our

Saviour calls us to be up, to be awake, to be watching

for his coming ; to have our lamps trimmed, our lights

burning, and we, ourfelves, like unto men who wait for

their Lord : that when he cometh, and knocketh, we

may open unto him immediately.—6 ElefTed are thofe

1 fervants, whom the Lord, when he cometh, (hall find

* watching : Who then is that faithful and wife fteward,

* whom his Lord (hall make ruler over his houfliold, to

* o-lve them their portion of meat in due feafon ?'

' Bleffed is that Fervant, whom his Lord, when he

' cometh, mall find Co doing: Of a truth, I fay unto you,

i that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. But

i and if that fervant fay in his heart, My Lord delayeth

' his coming; and (hall begin to beat the men-fervants

( and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken

:

' the Lord of that fervant Will come, in a day when he

' looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not

' av.
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* aware ; and will cut him in funder, and will appoint

' him his portion with theunbelievers. And that fervant

£ who knew his Lord's will, and prepared not himfejf,

' neither did according to his will, (hall be beaten with

* many ftripes : but he that knew not, and did commit

' things worthy offtripes, mall be beaten with few ftripes

;

' for unto whomfoever much is given, of him much (hall

' be required ; and to whom men have committed much,
( of him they will afk the more/

Thus, it appears to be a matter of very great im-

portance, that we read and hear the words of this pro-

phecy, and keep thofe things which God hath revealed;

keep them in our memories, lay them up in our hearts,

fo as to fuffer nothing to deprive us of them : that we

may praclife the commands ofChrift, and keepourfelves

in the love of God ; looking for the mercy of our Lord

Jefus Chrift, unto eternal life. To conclude---

BLESSED IS HE THAT READETH, AND THEY THAT HEAR, THE

WORDS OF THIS PROPHECY, AND KEEP THOSE THINGS THAT ARK

'•VRITTEN THEREIN : FOR,

THE TIME IS AT HAND !

END OF THE PREPARATORY DISCOURSE.

D



THE

INTRODUCTORY LECTURE.
S H E W I N C,

That we are to underftand the Scriptures generally, in their

moft plain and obvious fenfe.

AMONG all the evidences of Divine revelation

that have ever appeared to mankind, the ful-

filling of prophecies is one that mole deferves our .

regard.

To foretel future events with exactnefs, that have .,

no dependance upon natural caufes, can only be done

by Jehovah himfelf, or thofe whom he infpres : for

he challenges the falfe gods upon this head, faying,

" Produce your caufe, faith Jehovah : bring forth

your ftrong reafons, faith the King of Jacob. Let

them bring forth, and fhew us what mail happen : let

them mew the former things what they be, that we may
conllder them, and know the latter end of them ; or

declare us things to come. Shew us the things that are

to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods

:

yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be difmayed,

and behold if together. Behold, ye are of nothing,

and your work of nought : an abomination is he that

choofeth you," Ifa. xli. 21, 22, 23, 24.

" AvTemble yourfelves, and come : draw near toge-

ther, ye that are efcaped of the nations ; they have no

knowledge that fet up the wood of their graven image,

and
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and pray unto a god that cannot fave. Tell ye, and

bring them near; yea, let them take counfel together:

Who hath declared this from ancient time ? who hath

told it from that time ? have not I, Jehovah? And
there is no God elfe befide me ; a juft God and a Sa-

viour; there is none beficle me," Ifa; xlv. 20, 21.

" Thus faith Jehovah the King of Ifrael, and his

Redeemer Jehovah of Hofts, I am the Firft, and I

am the Laft, and befides me there is no God. And
who, as I, mail call, and (hall declare it, and fet it in

order for me, fince I appointed the ancient people ?

and the things that are coming, and ihall come ? let

them (hew unto them.

" Fear yc not, neither be afraid : have not I told

thee from that time, and have declared it ? Ye are even

my witnefles. Is there a God befides me ? yea, there

is no God ; I know not any," Ifa. .xliv. 6, 7, 8.

" Let all the nations be gathered together, and let

the people be aflembled : Who among them can de-

clare this, and fhew us former things ? Let them bring

forth their witneHes, that they may be juftified ; or lee

them hear and fay, It is truth. Ye are my witneffes,

faith Jehovah, and my fervant whom I have chofen :

that ye may know and believe me, and underftand

that I am he : Before me there was no God formed,

neither fhall there be after me. I, even I, am Jeho-

vah, and befide me there is no Saviour. I have de-

clared, and have faved, and I have fhewed, when there

was no Orange God among you : therefore ye are my
witnelTes, faith Jehovah, that I am God. Yea, be-

fore the day was I am he ; and there is none that can

D 2 deliver
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deliver out of my hand : 1 will work, and who {half

let it ?" Ifa. xliii. 9—13.
" I am Jehovah, that is my name ; and my glory

will I not give to another, neither my praife to graven

images. Behold, the former things are come to pafs,

and new things do I declare : before they fpring forth

I tell you of them," Ifa. xlii. 8, 9.

" Who hath declared from the beginning, that we

may know ? and before time, that we may fay, He is

righteous ? Yea, there is none that (heweth, yea, there

is none that declareth, yea, there is none that heareth

your words. The firft fhall fay to Zton, Behold, be-

behold them, and I will give to Jerufalem one that

bringeth good tidings. For I beheld, and there was

no man, even amongft them, and there was no coun-

fellor, that when I alked of them could anfwer a word.

Behold , they are all vanity, their works are nothing

;

their molten images are wind and confufion," Ifa. xlL

26—29,
" I have declared the former things from the be-

ginning ; and they went forth out of my mouth, and I

fhewed them ; I did them fuddenly, and they came to

pafs. Becaufe I knew that thou art obftinate, and thy

neck is an iron finew, and thy brow brafs : I have

even from the beginning declared it to thee ; before it

came to pafs I (hewed it thee : left thou moulded fay,

Mine idol hath done them, and mv graven image, and

my molten image hath commanded them. Thou haft

heard, fee all this ; and will not ye declare it ? I have

(hewed thee new things from this time, even hidden

things, and thou didft not know them. They are

created now, and not from the beginning, even before

the
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the day when thou heardeft them not ; left thou

fhouldert fay, Behold I knew them," Ifa. xlviii. 3—7,
" To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal,

and compare me that we may be like ? They lavifh

gold out of the bag, and weigh fiiver in the balance,

and hire a goldfmith, and he maketh it a god : they

fall down, yea, they woifliip. They bear him upon

the moulder, they cany him, and fet him in his place,

and he ftandeth ; from his place fhall he not remove :

yea, one fhall cry unto him, yet can he not anfwer,

nor fave him out of his trouble. Remember this, and

fhew yourfelves men : bring it again to mind, O ye

tranfgrefibrs. Remember the former things of old,

for I am God, and there is none elfe ; I am God, and

there is none like me ; declaring the end from the be-

ginning, and from ancient times the things that are

not yet done, faying, My counfel (hall ftand, and I

will do all my pleafure : calling a ravenous bird from

the eaft, the man that executeth my counfel from a far

country : yea, I have fpoken it, I will alfo brino- it to

pafs : I have purpofcd it, I will alfo do it," Ifa. xlvi,

5 1*-

" All ye affemble yourfelves and hear : who among
them hath declared thefe things ? Jehovah hath loved

him : he will do his pleafure on Babylon, and his arm
fhall be on the Chaldeans. I, even I, have fpoken,

yea, I have called him : I have brought him, and he
mail make his way profperous. Come ye near unto

me, hear ye this, I have not fpoken in fecret from the

beginning; from the time that it was, there am I ; and
now the Lord Jehovah and his Spirit hath fent me,"
Ifa. xlviii. 14, 15, 16,

" I have
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61
I have not fpoken in fecret, in a dark place of the

earth : I faid not unto the feed of Jacob, Seek ye me

in vain : I Jehovah fpealc righteouihefs ; I declare

things that are right," Ifa. xiv. 1 9.

Thefe are all quotations from the prophecy of

Ifaiah, and are contained between the 40th and 50th

chapters of the fame : they are all much to our purpofe,

and (hew that the delivery and fulfilment of prophe-

cies, are of thegreateft importance in the plan of Pro-

vidence; and ferve, among other defigns, the follow-

ing grand and neceffary purpofes :

1

.

To fhew that there is but one infinite, felf-ex-

iftent Firft Cauie, or great fupieme Jehovah, in con-

tra-diftinction to all the idol-gods of the heathen.

2. That he is omnifcient, and fees not only all things

paft, prefent, and to come; but that Ekewife all polnble

caufes, effects and contingencies, are open and naked

before him.

3. That he is omnipotent, and able to fulfil all his

purpofes, and even fo to controul the rage and malice

cf his enemies, asjo prevent their defeating his coun-

fels, yea, and to make them fubfervient to his will.

4. To fhew that he governs the world, and all its

changes and events, from the greateft to the lead, by

a wife, fuperintending, general, and particular provi-

dence.

5. As the declaration of events before they come

to pafs, mews his infinite wifdo'm, excellent counfels,

dxc. fo their exact accomplishment proves him to be

a God of truth, faithfulnefs, and immutability, and

that he " is not a man, that he fhould lie, nor the

Son of man, that he mould repent :" that what he hath

• faid
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faid he will do, and what he hath fpoken he will furelj

make good : and therefore that he is a proper object

of truit, and unbounded confidence.

6. Laltly, and to mention no more: To confirm

divine revelation to man, in fuch a plain, clear, intel-

ligible, and unanswerable manner, as (hall lie open to

all ferious candid enquirers, and put it out of the

power of infidelity itfelf, to overthrow, or in the leaft

difcredit its infallible evidence.

But in order to accomplifh thefe important purpofes,

it is necefTary that the prophecies be delivered in plain

language ; or if in figures, thofe figures or fimilitudes

mult either be previoufly underflood, or explained,

which is much the fame ; and they mufl be exactly

justified by their correfponding events, or there is an

end to that evidence of divine revelation.

Thofe that have been fulfilled already, have been

accomplifhed in their moft plain and obvious fenfe;

which may ferve for a rule, by which we may, with-

out danger of miftake, interpret thofe that are yet to

be accomplifhed ; and this is the ground upon which

I (hall go in the following courfe of lectures.

This rule I fhall endeavour to flrengthen and con-

firm, by a variety of inftances.

1. The prophecies reflecting our Saviour's flate of

humiliation have been literally and exactly accom-

plifhed, though many of them feemed unlikely, and

fome appeared impofTible.

Ifa. vii. 14. " Behold a virgin fhall conceive,

and bear a Son, and fhall call his name Immanuel."

ix. 6. " For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son

is given ; and the government fhall be upon his

fhouider,
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(houlder, and his name (hall be called, Wonderful,

Counfellor, The Mighty God, The everlafting Father,

The Prince of Peace."

Many perfons undertake to explain the prophecies

in. a fpiritual or myftical fenfe, pretending either that

k is impoflible that they mould be fulfilled in the

literal fenfe, or that fome hidden and fpiritual fenfe

(which is very frequently the fruit of a fertile imagi-

iiation) is more worthy of God, than that which is

plain, literal, and obvious.

This method is infinitely difadvantageous to thofe

who would wiih to undeifeand or explain the prophe-

tic writings ; for it greatly dishonours the Spirit of

God, as though he could not, or would not, reveal his

mind plainly ; and it alfo introduces confufion and

uncertainty into the fubjects : for if we neglect the

plain fenfe in order to feek for hidden meanings, we

ihail never be able, with certainty, to determine which

may be right *.

* I am far from denying a fpiritual or internal fenfe to the word, and

illy to the hiftorical part of it ; but no fpiritual meaning, or myf-

tical interpretation, iliould fo miilead us as to make us fet the literal

fenfe aficje. As for prophecies, I chufe to take them as literally as pof-

iible, provid-ed that the literal fenfe is worthy of God, and is not iaconfift-

cnt with the genera! tenor of Scripture. There mud be alfo fome latitude

allowed for the fulfilment of prophecy j fo that it may foinetimes be

faid to be partially fulfilled in one event, more fully in another, and

perfectly in a third.

But fome fay, u By what rules will you always determine, whether

you are to underhand a prophecy in a plain or figurative fenfe ?" My
rules are thefe : --- Let the fenfe determine ; exei\life your beft judg-

ment ; compare Scripture with Scripture ; fee'-; firft for the literal fenfe
;

if that is confident, adopt it; if a figurative fenfe is thought moil grand,

thn may 1 e brought in afterwards. If the literal fenfe cannot be ad-

mitted at all, as poffibly may be fometimes the cafe, then feek fuch a

figurative fenfe as accord,, with the general meaning of Scripture.

To
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To illuftrate this matter, let us fuppofe, that when

this prophecy was delivered, fome myftical interpreters

had read and commented upon it, they would have

been apt to have expreffed their ideas in fome fuch lan-

guage as this—What can the prophet mean by fayinp-,

" Behold, a virgin fhall conceive- and bear a Ton ?"

He cannot mean that this extraordinary fad: (hail be

literally true ; that is impofiible; a woman that con-

ceives and bears a fon is no longer a virgin ; (till lefs

can a child, born of a woman, be called, The mighty

God, the everlafting Father, Immanuel, or God with

us ; for this would be to fuppofe that God and man
would be united in one perfon ; therefore, as there are

two natural impoiTibilities in the literal fenfe of the

text, we muft look out for a fpiritual meaning, which

muft be the true fenfe here, as it cannot otherwife be

underftood at all, without contradicting the known

laws of nature.

Some would therefore reafon thus : —The meaning

muft be this ; The virgin is a pure undehled mind

;

this conceives and brings forth the living child of

truth; and as God is truth itfelf, fo he dwells in that

heart where truth abides, and is called Immanuel, &c.

Others would fay ; The virgin cannot mean a woman,

but muft mean the divine Sophia, or the heavenly fe-

moiety ; (he conceives and brings forth the holy child,

as the power of the Father revealed in love, &c.

This reafoning would have feemed very conclufive,

as well as ingenious, and would probably have palTed

for folid truth ; but Time, that great revealer of hid-

den things, has fhewn that thofe interpretations, how-

Vol. I. E ever
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ever efteemed, would have been far from being the

true fenfe of the prophecy. For it pleafed God, in the

fulnefs of time, to fend forth his Son, made of a wo-

man : Gal. iv. 4.

Jehovah found a way to accomplish that prophecy

in the mod plain and literal manner, which to the wif-

dom of man appeared impoffible.

He fent the royal angel Gabriel, to " a city of

Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin efpoufed to a

man whofe name was Jofeph, of the houfe of David

;

and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came

in unto her, and faid — Hail, thou that art highly fa-

voured, the Lord is with thee : blelfed art thou among

women. And when (he faw him, (he was troubled at

the faying, and caft in her mind what manner of falu-

tation this mould be. And the angel laid unto her,

Fear not, Mary, for thou haft found favour with God.

And behold, thou (halt conceive in thy womb, and

bring forth a Son, and (halt call his name Jesus. He

fhall be great, and (hall be called the Son of the

Higheft ; and the Lord God (hall give unto him the

throne of his father David. And he fhall reign over

the houfe of Jacob for ever : and of his kingdom there

{hall be no end :" i. e. as God ; for his kingdom, as

Mediator, (hall end.

" And Mary faid unto the angel, How (hall this

be, feeing I know not a man ? And the angel anfwered

and (aid unto her, The Holy Ghoft (hall come upon

thee, and the power of the Higheft fhall overfhadow

thee : therefore alfo, that holy thing which fhall be

born of thee (hall be called the Son of God. And

behold
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behold thy coufin Elizabeth, (he hath conceived a Ton

in her old age : and this is the fixth month with her

chat was called barren. For with God nothing (hall

be impoffible. And Mary (aid, Behold the handmaid

of the Lord ; be it unto me according to thy word*

And the angel departed from her," Luke i. 26—38.
" Now the birth of Jefus was on this wife : When

as his mother Mary was efpoufed to Jofeph, before

they came together, (lie was found with child of the

Holy Ghoft. Then Jofeph her hufband being a juft

man, and not willing to make her a public example,

was minded to put her away privily. But while he

thought on thefe things, behold, the angel of the Lord

appeared unto him in a dream, faying, Jofeph, thou

fon of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy

wife ; for that which is conceived in her, is of the

Holy Ghoft. And (he (hall bring forth a fon, and

thou (halt call his name Jesus : for he (hall fave his

people from their (ins. (Now all this was done, that

it might be fulfilled which was fpoken of the Lord by

the prophet, faying, Behold, a virgin (hall be with

child, and (hall bring forth a fon, and they (hall call

his name Immanuel, which being interpreted, is, God

with us.) Then Jofeph being raifed from deep, did

as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took

unto him his wife ; and knew her not till (he had

brought forth her firft born fon ; and he called his

name Jesus," Matth. i. 18—25.

Thus we have feen that God intended that the pro-

phecy (hould be taken in the mod plain and obvious

fenfe, and thus it was exactly accomplished : a virgin,

called Mary, did conceive and bear a fon ; and he is

E 2 called,
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called, The mighty God, &c. " And without contro-

verfy, great is the myftery of godlinefs : God was ma-
nifeft in the flefh, juftified in the Spirit, feen of angels,

preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,

received up into glory," i Tim. iii. 16.

" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. The fame

was in the beginning with God. All things were

made by him, and without him was not any thing

made that was made. He was in the world, and the

world was made by him, and die world knew him not.

And the Word was made flefli, and dwelt among us,

(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only

begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth," John

i. 1, 2, 3. 10. 14.

Since we are allured that thefe prophecies have been

literally and exactly fulfilled, though at firft fight, to

the reafon of man, they feemed impoffible • we can

have no room to doubt, but all (hall be as exactly ac-

compliihcd in God's own time.

The very place where Chrifl was born, was fo plainly

foretold by the prophet Micah, (See chap. v. 2.) that

when Herod gathered all the chief priefts and fcribes of

the people together, and demanded of them where

Chriil mould be born, they were able to tell him at

once ;
" In Bethlehem of Judea : for thus it is writ-

ten by the prophet : And thou, Bethlehem, in the

land of juda, art not the leaft-among the princes of

Juda : for out of thee (hall come a Governor that fnall

rule my people Ifrael," Matth. ii. 4, 5, 6.

This circumftance was but once foretold, and yet

the chief priefts and fcribes had no doubt of its exact

accomplish
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accomplishment. Yet fome in thefe days doubt and dis-

believe the fulfilling of thofe things which are foretold

hund reds of times : So great is the power of unbelief I

Nothing feettied more unlikely for fome time after

Mary had conceived the holy child, than that he

mould be born in Bethlehem ; for me dwelt in Naza-

rethj i city of Galilee, far remote from the place of his

birth : But the promife could not fail, the prophecy

mull be fulfilled, and therefore Augujius, the emperor,

mud be ir-fpired with a curiofity to know the number

of his fubjeils; and, that he might be exactly in-

formed, he commanded that all fhould repair to thofe

cities, towns, or villages, where they belonged, and be

there inrolled in a public regitter. By this order, Jo-

feph and Mary, who were of the houfe and lineage of

David, came to Bethlehem.

It is fuppofed they came on foot, being poor. When
they arrived, they found fo many gathered upon the

fame occafion, that the inn was full. Finding no

room there, they went into a (table to lodge : and

Mary's full time being come, me brought forth the

holy child, as is fuppofed, without pain, as he was

conceived without fin. And thus Jesus was born in

Bethlehem, as the prophet foretold. The whole em-

pire of Augujius was put in motion to fulfil one pro-

phecy : and fooner mall heaven and earth pafs away,

than one of God's words mail fail, till all are accom-

plifhed. The purpofe of God was not only exactly

brought about by the decree of the Roman emperor,

but in fuch a way as mould mark the very period in

the plained manner.

As
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As to the feafon of the year when Chrift u as born,

the prophecies are filent ; but I have long been of the

opinion that he was born at the feaft of Tabernacles,

which ought to be kept upon the full moon that hap-

pens upon, or next after, the autumnal equinox. The

tnd of my opinion I will briefly mention : God
commanded the Ifraelites to obferve three great feafts

every year, all of which were not only memorials of

events that had taken place, but figures of things to

come. The Paflbver, kept at the vernal equinoctial

full moon, as a memorial of the Ifraelites coming out

of Egypt, which happened at that very time ; fo plainly

pointed out the death of Chrift, the Lamb of God,

who was flain for us, none ofwhofe bones were broken,

and whofe blood is able to fecure us from the ftroke of

the deftroyer, that he is called by the apoftle, " Chrift

our Paflbver, who was facrificed for us ;"
i Cor. v. 7.

And, as this facrifi.ee pointed exprefly to the death of

him of whom Mofes wrote ; fo, it is worthy ofobferva-

tion, that he expired on the crofs, upon the very day,

hour, and minute, in which the pafchal lamb was

ordered to be flain; as Mr. Kennedy has proved at

large, in his Scripture Chroaolr^y.

The feaft of Pentecoft, or the firfl fruits, was fifty

Tlays after the Pailover. On this day they brought

loaves of bread, and dedicated them to God, as the

firft fruits cf their land, in token that they, and all

that they poileiTed, belonged to him, This feaft was

typical of that glorious' out-pouring of the Spirit, by

which the firft-fmits from among the people were

brought home to God, and willingly offered themfelves

to him, which grand event happened upon the very

day
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day of Pentecoft, (fee Acts ii. i.) No reafon can be

given why the two feafts of the Paflbver and Pentecofl

fhould be honoured by having their correfpondent anti-

types take place upon them feverally, and the great

feaft of Tabernacles, kept in remembrance of IfraePs

dwelling in tents, and which was a figure of the Word
being made flefh, and tabernacling among us, mould

be neglected, and no extraordinary event take place

upon the fame.

But as the Scripture is exprefs, that Chrift was cruci-

fied at the Paffover, which pointed to his fufferings

;

and the firft fruits of the people were dedicated to God,

and became one body and one bread at the feaft of

Pentecoft, which was a plain figure of that glorious

event ; (o we may conclude, that our Saviour was

born on the firft day of the feaft of Tabernacles, which

feaft was a lively type of his humbling himfelf to

tabernacle in our flefh.

Among the numerous prophecies refpecting the life

and fufferings of our Lord Jefus Chrift, I (hall chiefly

infill on thofe, which, to the eye of reafon, appeared

mod improbable ; for if thefe were punctually fulfilled,

there can be no doubt of the reft ; and from the ful-

filment of the paft, we may fafely conclude for thofe

which remain to be accomplifhed.

It was prophefied by the prophets, that the Re-

deemer mould be of a mod mild and humane I

per. " Behold, my fervant whom I uphold ; mine

elect in whom my foul delighteth : I have put

Spirit upon him, hefhall bring forth judgment to the

Gentiles. He (hall not cry, nor lift up, nor cau.'

voice to be heard in the ftreet. A bruifed reed D i

be
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he not break, and the fmoaking flax (hall he not

quench : he (hall bring forth judgment unto truth*

He fhall not fail nor be difcouraged, till he have fet

judgment in the earth : and the iiles fhall wait for his

law," Ifa. xlii. i, 2, 3, 4.

The miracles which he fhould perform, were aS

plainly foretold as words could exprefs. " Then the

eyes of the blind [hall be opened, and the ears of the

deaf (hall be unftopped : Then fhall die lame man

leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb ling,'*

Ifa. xxxv. 5, 6.

Thefe prophecies were not only exactly fulfilled,

but our Saviour referred to his miracles, as fome of the

bed proofs of his divine million : For when John the

Baptift fenttwo of his difciples to Jefus, faying, iC Art

thou he that fhould come, or look we for another ?

in that fame hour he cured many of their infirmities,

and plagues, and of evil fpirits, and unto many that

were blind he gave fight. Then Jefus anfvvering

faid unto them, Go your way, and tell John what

things you have feen and heard, how that the blind fee,

the lame walk, the lepers are cleanfed, the deaf hear,

the dead are raifed, to the poor the gofpel is preached;"

Luke vii. 19. 21, 22. Matth. xi. 3, 4, 5.

John had frequently borne witnefs of Chrift : this

our Saviour noticed to the Jews, but adds, at the fame

time, thefe words; " But I have greater witnefs than

that of John : for the works which the Father hath

given me. to finifh, the fame works that I do, bear

witnefs of me," John v. 36. And when they came

round about him, at another time, faying, " How

loner doft thou make us to doubt ? If thou be the

Chrift,
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drift, tell us plainly. Jefus aniwered them, I told

you, and ye believed not : the works that I do in

my Father's name, they bear wifcnefs of me. If I do

not the works of my Father, believe me not ; but if

I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works :

that ye may know and believe that the Father is in

me, and I in him," John x. 24, 25. 37, 38.

But many prophecies declared that he mould be

rejected, defpifed, and fet at nought by the men of

his time. " His vifage was fo marred, more than

any man, and his form more than the fons of men.

He hath no form nor comelinefs : and when we (hall

fee him, there is no beauty that we mould defire him.

He is defpifed and rejected of men, a man of forrows,

and acquainted with grief: and we hid, as it were,

our faces from him ; he was defpifed, and we efteemed

him not. Surely, he hath borne our griefs, and car-

ried our forrows : yet we did efteem him flricken,

fmitten of God, and afflicted;" Ifa. lii. 14. liii. 2,

3> 4.

" The (tone which the builders refufed, is become

the head of the corner. This is Jehovah's doing,

it is marvellous in our eyes," Pfalm cxviii. 22, 23.

But could it rationally be expected, that one of

Chriit's character fliould meet with fuch bafe and

ungenerous treatment ?

Suppofe you fliould be informed that a perfon had

come to this citv, whofe only intention was to make

the people happy ; that in order to compafs this, he

poffeiTed miraculous powers, which he freely and con-

ftantly exercifed in healing all kinds of diforders;

that he relieved every diftreffed object ; that he con-

Vol. I. F veiled



42 Leftures on the Prophecies.

verfed freely and familiarly with all ranks of people,

in order to do them the greated good ; that he had

power to confole the mod difconfolate mind ; that all

his difcourfes breathed purity, benevolence, and wif-

dom ; that his knowledge was fo great, that he was

able to anfwer the moil difficult queftions • and that

all his time was fpent in doing good ; that, with all

thefe perfections, he was fo far from being exalted or

lifted up, that he was the mod humble and lowly

man in the world ; that he fought not even reputa-

tion in all that he did ; that he gave way to all, not

even in the lead refenting what any fpoke or did againft

him : How would you fuppofe fuch an one would be

received in this great city ?

You would be ready to reply : He will be received

by all ranks with the greateft affection, and treated

with the higheft polTible refpect by all perfohs, from

the royal king upon the throne to the meaner! beggar;

all will be happy to entertain him in the bed man-

ner in their power, and look upon thofe as the hap-

piefr. who can enjoy mod of his company and convert

fation, and benefit mod by his gbrious example.

But mould I proceed to inform you, that, inftead

of this, he would be generally defpifed, even by the

bed characters, by tihe rule s and teachers of all deno-

minations ; that he would be infulted, threatened, be-

lied, and accufed of all kinds of crimes : that, though

perfectly innocent, he mould be called a gluttonous

man, and a wine bibber, accufed as a finner, as a foe

to God and man ; his mi'acles afcribed to the power

of the devil, and his nobleft actions be made a handle

againit him ; and he be called a mad-man, one pof-

feded
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fefied of the devil, a deceiv-r, &c. And farther, that

he fliould be betrayed by one of his difciples, denied

by another, and forfaken by the reft ; that the mul-

titude ihould clamour to have him put to the mod
cruel death, fhould prefer the worft of criminals to

him, and take pains to procure falfe evidence againft

Ins life; and in the midft of his agonies mould ridi-

cule him, and treat him with all the defpuefulnefs

imaginable, and mould laugh at his dying groans,

&c. What would you fay ? Would you not cry out

" Impomble ! it cannot be that fuch favage barba-

rity fliould ever exift in this city, or be exercifed even

upon the vileft mifcreants, far lefs upon fuch a glorious

character as you have defcribed \"

But Jesus was a character fuperior to what I have

fet forth ; and he met with all that barbarity which

I have mentioned, and mo e than my pen can defcribe,

or my tongue can exprefs; even in the city Jerufalem,

among a people who profeffed the greateft love to

God, and who, according to reafon, might have been

expected to pay the greateft deference to his Son. For

when he had fent many fervants, who had been ill

ufed, (fome had been beaten, fome had been ftoned,)

" Lall of all he fent unto them his Son, faying, they

will reverence my Son. But when the hufbandmen

faw him, they faid among themfelves, This is the heir,

come, let us kill him, th.it the inheritance may be

ours. So they caft him out of the vineyard, and

killed him." Jefus himfelf feys, " If I had not come,

and fpoken unto them, they had not had fin ; but now

they have no cloak for their fin. He that hateth me,

hateth my Father alfo. If I had not done among thern

F 2 the
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the works which none other man did, they had not

had fin ; but now have they both feen and hated both

me and my Father. But this cometh to pafs that it

might be fulfilled which is written in their law, " They

hated me without a caufe," St. Johnxv. 22,23,24,25.

It is faid by Tome, that if Virtue mould defcend

from heaven, and walk in her own native and lovely

form, fhe would be univerfally courted and admired

;

and to Reafon's eye it would appear almoft impoffible

it mould be otherwife. They wi 11 reverence my Son, was

a very natural and rational thought • but prophecy had

foretold the contrary, and the event fulfilled the pre-

dictions, contrary as they feemed to natural caufes

:

Virtue appeared in our dear Lord, in its native and

lovely fhape, walking and converging freely among

men, yet was it hated, derided, and perfecuted to

death : but this ftrange and mod unnatural conduct

took its rife from that amazing depravity of heart and

life that prevailed in that nation and generation among

whom our dear Redeemer lived, and was foreknown to

God, and therefore plainly revealed to the prophets

;

and its being fo exactly correfpendent to the prophecies,

furnifhes us with a powerful argument to prove that

they fha-11 be all accomplifhed in due time.

Many very remarkable circumftances attending the

death of Christ, were foretold by the fpirit of pro-

phecy, and accomplifhed with great exaclnefs.

That he fhouldbe betrayed by one of his difciplcs,

was more than intimated by thofe words in the

Pfalms :
—" Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom

" I milled, who did eat of my bread, hath lifted up

" his heel againft me:" See Pfal. xli. 9. compared

with
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with St. John, xiii. 18. Well might the dear Sa-

viour complain of Judas, as David is fuppofed to do

of Ahitophel the traitor : " For it was not an

i* enemy that reproached me, then I could have

" borne it : neither was it he that hated me (pro-

{i feffedly) that did magnify himfelf againd me ; then

" would I have hid myfeif from him : But it was

" thou ; a man mine equal, my guide, and mine ac-

" quaintance. He hath put forth his hands againft

" fuch as be at peace with him : he hath broken his

" covenant. The words of his mouth were (moodier

fi than butter; but war was in his heart: His words

" were fofter than oil ; yet were they drawn fwords,"

Pial. lv. 12, 13, 14. 20, 21. O Judas, how couldfl

thou betray fuch a glorious Saviour ! Didft thou not

hear him fay—-" The Son of man goeth indeed, as

<e
it is written of him : but woe to that man by

" whom the Son of man is betrayed : good were it

" for that man if he had never been bom !" But this

event, fatal to Judas, may be highly advantageous to

our fouls; to confirm our faith in divine Revelation
j

and to caufe us to believe more firmly in Jesus : for

which reafon Chrift was very particular in foretelling

the manner of his death, and this circumftance of

his being betrayed, more efpecially ; faying " I

" (peak not of you all; I know whom I have chofen:

'* but that the Scripture may be fulfilled : He that

" eateth bread with me, hath liftod up his heel againft

" me. Now, I tell you before it come, that when
" it is come to pals, ye may believe that I am he

;"

St. John, xiii. 18, 19.

The price for which he was fold, and theufc for

which the money was finally applied, were circum-

jftance*
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fiances prophefied of by Zechaiiah, in the plained

manner, in thefe words :- -" And I faid unto them,

" If ye think goo 1, give me my price; and if not,

" forbear. So thev weighed for my price thirty pieces

" of hlver. And Jehovak faid unto me, Caft it unto

" the potter : a goodly price, that I was priced at of

% them. And I took the thirty pieces of hlver, and

" caft them to the potter, in the houfe of Jehovah ;"

chap. xi. 12, 13. Only turn and read St. Matth. xxvi.

15. and xxvii. 3 10. and confiderhovv remarkably

and exactly thefe particulars were fulfilled.

. The manner in which he mould funer death, by

crucifixion, feems plainly hinted in thofe words:—
They pierced my hands and my feet, Pfal. xxii. 16. It is

evident that David fpeaks prophetically of Christ

throughout the whole pfalm ; and thefe words are the

more remaikable, as we have no reafon to think that

any fuch kind of punnhment exiited at the time they

were written : and we are fure, therefore, that this

prophecy came not from the knowledge or will of

man : But David fpake as he was moved by the Holy

Ghoft. Thofe who fulfilled the prophecy, did not do

it with any fuch intention ; the foldiers knew nothing

of it, and the Jews did net confider it : but the Scrip-

ture cannot be broken. That he mould not only have

his hands and feet bored with irons, but mould be fuf-

pended by thofe tender extremities of his body, and

hang in the greateft tortures till he mould expire, is

affe&ingly intimated in thefe words:—" I am poured

" out like water, and all my bones are out of joint

:

" my heart is like wax, it is melted in the midft of

" my bowels. My ftrength is dried up, like a pot-

" (herd,
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Sl {herd, and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and
" thou halt brought me into the dull of death. I

(i may tell all my bones; they look and flare upon

"me:" See verfes 14, 15, 17.—That his garments

fhould be parted, and lots raft upon his vefture, was

a very particular and minute circumftance : yet was

exactly foretold, and punctually fulfilled : See ver. 18.

compared with St. Matth. xxvii. 315. St. Mark, xv.

24. St. John, xix. 23, 24.

His being crucified between two thieves, was not

a matter of chance, but that the Scripture might be

fulfilled ; which faith-—
' l And he was numbered with

the tranfgreflbrs ;" St. Mark xv. 28. Ifa. liii. 12.

The very uncommon and unlikely circumftance, of

their giving him gall and vinegar, to mock his third,

js fpoken of as plainly by David, more than a thoufand

years before it was fulfilled, as though it had beenac-

complifhed before his eyes :---" They gave me alfo

(< gall for my meat; and, in my thirft, they gave me
< : vinegar to drink," Pfal. lxix. 21 : See St. Matth.

xxvii. 33, 34. " And when they were come unto a

<( place called Golgotha, they gave him vinegar to

<e drink, mingled with gall ; and when he had tafted

<e thereof he would not drink."

How aftonifhing was it, that he fhould be finglcd

out in this manner ; and, while criminals had wine,

with fome ftupifying drug therein, given them, to

make them infenfible of their pains, he fhould have

vinegar mingled with gall, offered to him, before

they crucified him ! And when he was ready to ex-

pire, in order that the Scriptures might be fully, per-

fectly, and openly fulfilled, he cried out, and faid---

« I thirft.
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" I third. Now, there was fet a veflel full of vine-

." gar: and they filled a fpunge with vinegar, and put

" it upon hyfibp, and put it to his mouth. When
V Jefus, therefore, had received the vinegar, he faid,

" It is rimmed;" St. John xix. 28, 29, 30 : See alfo,

St. Matin, xxvii. 48. St. Mark, xv. 36. St. Luke,

xxiii. 36.

Could any circumflance be more unlikely than this ?

Who would think, that even the raoft cruel foldiers

ihould mock the violent thirft of a dying; man with

vinegar ? Even the worft of criminals are commiferated

in their pains and agonies ; but the Scripture, fpeak-

Ing of the lovely Jefus, faysr—*' Reproach hath broken

" my heart, and I am full of heavinefs ; and I looked
ee for fome to take pity ; but there was none : and for

" comforters ; but I found none. They gave me
" alfo gall, Sec. Pfal. lxix. 20, 2 1 . Thus, how im-

probable foever thefe things feemed, they were clearly

foretold^ and punctually accomplished.

Tli" very words which he ufed on the crofs, are in

.the original of Pfal. xxii. 1. But this circumflance I

do not infill upon in this place ; but thofe only, in

which the actors had no thought of fulfilling the pro-

phecies, and yet accorriplifhed them, as exactly as

though they had intended nothing elfe : a remarkable

' mce of which we find predicted in verfes 7, 8.-—

M All they that fee me, laugh me to fcorn : they

* ;
ftiobt out the lip, they fnake the head, faying, He

ri truflcd on the Lord, that he would deliver him :

*' let him deliver him, feeing he delighted in him."

the accounts of the exact accomplifhment of this

fti
",
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prediction, in St. Matth. xxvii. 39 43. St. Mark,

xv. 29 32. St. Luke, xxiii. 35.

Commonly, the greateit malefactors are pitied by the

(unrounding fpectators, in the dreadful hour when i e

fentence of death is executed upon them. What mould

we think of a multitude that fliould mock and revile a

dying criminal ? But if, inftead of a guilty man, fup-

pofe him innocent, harmlefs, righteous, meek, jut,

and good; an univerfal benefactor, loving to all; and

then, by what name (hall that hellifh rage and malice

be called, that fhould inftigate men to meek and revile

him, while in his agonies ?---But, indeed, it is common

where men are put to death in a good caufe, or for the

fake of religion, for them to be treated with infinitely

more hatred and cruelty than the worft of malefactors*

In Spain and Portugal, when criminals are going to

execution, the common people will pity them, pray

for them, and do all in their power to comfort them :

but when they are going to be burned as heretics, then

all poflible abufe is their portion ; (tones and (ticks are

cart at them ; and no fcene whatever gives fuch high

diverfion to the mob as this. The poor creatures are

curfed and reviled, laughed at, and threatened with the

flames of hell, &c. and, when they are fattened to the

(take, the people will throw faggots at their heads, and

burn their faces with fiery poles, till they are as black as

a coal, before they fet fire to the pile : This barbarous

action they call, making the dogs beards. All this is

beheld not only without pity, but with all the mad

joy imaginable.

Even fo was our Lord mocked, in the moft bitter

and farcaftical manner, in his greateft pains and agonie.?.

Vol. I. G The
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The prophet faid, fpeaking in the perfon of Chrift,

\ " I gave my back to the fmiters, and my cheeks to

" them that plucked off the hair ; I hid not my face

" from fhame and fpkfcing," Ifa. 1. 6.

Thus was the Saviour treated by men whom he

loved, for whom he died ! They abhorred him, they

fmote and buffeted him, and did not fpare • to fpit in

his blefTed face : See St. Matth. xxvi. 67. xxvii. 30.

St. Mark, xiv. 65. xv. 19. Spitting in the face, is

the higheft poflible mark of contempt ; and this Chrift

had plentifully bellowed upon him.

Another unlikely circumstance, foretold by the pro-

phet was, that he fhould be pierced ; and that the

houfe of David, and the inhabitants of Jerufalem,

mould " look upon him whom they have pierced

;

" and that they mall mourn for him, as one that

" mourneth for his only fon ; and (hall be in bitter-

" nefs for him, as one that is in bitternefs for his firft-

ec born," Zech. xii. 10. Part of this prediction was

fulfilled; when " one of the foldiers, with a fpear,

" pierced his fide, and forthwith came thereout blood

" and water," St. John xix. 34. And the other part

mail be as truly and as literally accomplimed, when

he fhall come in the clouds of heaven, and every eye

(Idallfee him, and they alfo zvbo pierced him : yea, and all

the kindreds of the earth pall wail hecaufe of him " P^ev.

i. 7. Plis being pierced, was a remarkable circum-
,

ftance, on many accounts :-

1. It wasexprefly prophefiedof; and muft have been

done, or the Scripture could not have been fulfilled.

2. He was already dead ; of which the foldiers

were well fatisfied, or they would have broken his
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iegs; which action would have broken the Scriptures,

as much as piercing his fide accompliihed them : For

the Scripture faid, A \>one of him fljall not be broken.

And again, another Scripture faith, They pall look on

him whom they pierced, St. John, xix. 36, 37. com-

pared with Pfal. xxxiv. 20. Zech. xii. 10.

3. As the governor was aflured by the centurion that

Jefus was dead, and had given the body to Jofeph,

and certainly had given the fdldier no orders to (tab

him to the heart ; who can therefore account why he

mould be fo inclined, or, if inclined, how he mould

dare to commit this flrange action ?

4. By his being thus pierced through the pericardium

into the heart, his death was made more evident than

otherwife it would have been ; and of confequence

his refurrection muft be afcribed to the power of God,

and not to any natural caufes, as though he had but

fainted through the pain, and revived again.

5. By this wound, that blood and water came out,

by which we are both pardoned and cleanfed from fin,

and of which St. John fpeaks in fuch a glorious man-

ner : See, ver. 35. and 1 John v. 6. 8.

6. By this wound in his tide, his body was identi-

fied after his refurrection, and (hall alio be certainly

known, when he fhall come again in glory : for this

lame Jefus who afcended up into heaven, fhall alfo

defcend, in like manner as he was feen to afcend :

See, Acts, i. 11.

His grave zvas appointed with thezvicked, but with the

rich man zvas his tomb, Ifai. liii. 9. according to Bifhop

Low th's tranflation. Men appointed him to be buried

among the fkulls of the criminals, upon Mount Cal-

G 2 vary

;
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vary ; but God had intended that his tomb mould be

honourable, and fo it was.

Thus, the prophecies refpecting his fufferings and

deat\ were exactly and literally fulfilled : not one

word failed.

His resurrection, and afcenfion into heaven, were

plainly declared in the Pfalms : See Pfal. xvi. 9, 10,

11. xxiv. 7 10. xlvii. 5 lxviii. 17, 18. ex. 1.

And thefe predictions have had their accomplim-

ment ; and (o fhall all thofe that fpeak of his follow-

ing glory, that (ball be revealed in due time, be as

entirely fulfilled in their feafon.

But not only were prophecies fulfilled in thefe

events, but types aifo : Thefe, though not fo plain in

themfelves as prophecies, have their ufe, and, when

fulfilled, are very ftriking ; and as numbers of figures

have had th:-ir accornpluhrnent already, we have no

reafon to doubt, but the reft will have theirs as fully,

in the feafons to come. I have not time to enter

into this fubject here ; and can only mention a few

fpecimens.

1. The pafchal lamb evidently pointed to Chrift,

our pafibver; who was facrificed for us, at the very

feafm when the paflbver was flain. As the fprinkling

of the blood of the lamb, upon the lintel and fide-pofts

of the doo", fkreetied all who remained in the houfes

from the destroying angel ; fo the fprinkling of the

blood of Chrift, delivers thofe who abide in him, from

the wrath to come. As they were forbidden to break

a bone of die lamb ; fo it was the will of God, that

not a bone of J ems, the holy Lamb fhould be broken.

And how wonderfully were all his bones preferved,

in the midit cf his fufferings, and after his" death

!

The
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The foldiers had no power to break his leg 5
;, though

feemingly they might have done it, with as much

propriety as they pierced his fide , and they had no

outward reftraint to hinder them from one action,

more than the other. All thefe circumftances (hew the

fuperintendance of God, and the care he takes that

not a fhadow of a doubt fhall remain of the matter,

when a prophecy (or even a type) is fulfilled. See

Exod. xii. i Cor. v. 7, 8.

2. The brazen ferpent being lifted up on a pole,

that the congregation who were bitten might look to it

and live, was a lively type of Chrift's fuffering death

on the crofs, for the faivation of mankind : and fo it

is applied by himfelf, in thefe words—And as Mofes

lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs, even fo muji the Son

of man be lifted up : 'That zvhofo.ver believeth on him,

may not perifh, but have eternal life : St. John, iii. 14,

35. See Numb. xxi. 6 9.

3. The fin-offering being burnt without the camp,

though its blood was brought into the mod holy

place, pointed out Chrilt fuffering without the gates of

Jerufalem, that he might fanctify the people with his

own blood : See Heb. xiii. 10, 11, 12. Exod. xxix.

14. Lev. iv. 20, 21. vi. 30. xvi. 27.

4. The high-prieft going into the mod holy place,

within the vail, with the blood of the fin-offering, na-

turally points out our great high-prieft ; Chrift Jefus,

entering into heaven with his own blood, having ob-

tained eternal redemption for us : See Heb. vii. viii.

ix. x. chapters.

5. Jonah being fwallowed by the whale, and being

call out on the third day, was a type of Chrift's burial,

and
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and his refurrection to life, after continuing under the

power of death for the lame length of time : See

St. Matth. xii. 39, 40.

Thefe obfervations may fuffice, to (hew, that, as

both the prophecies and types, that pointed out our

Saviour's fufferings, were fully and exactly accom-

plished; fo (hall thofe be, which as plainly fpeak of

his fecond coming, and glorious kingdom.

One remark 1 will make here, which I have never

heard any man make; but it is neverthelefs worthy

of our attention : viz. That not the fmalleft tittle

of prophecy, refpecting the fufTerings and death of

Chriu, failed of being literally fulfilled : but, on

the contrary, feveral circumirances happened that

were not foretold ; fuch as, his bloody fvveat, his

being crowned with thorns, his having a reed for a

fceptre put into his hand, and gorgeous apparel put

upon him, &c. &c. This may teach us, that all the

prophecies that remain to be fulfilled, (hall be accom-

plished in the fame full manner ; and, that not one of

the fmalleft circumfrances, mentioned in prophecy,

(hall fail : but many wonderful things wiil doubtlefs

happen, more than have been written : but, certainly,

nothing lefs can poffibly be called a complete fulfilment.

But not onh 7 thofe prophecies which refpected the

proe'efs of Chriit, were exactly fulfilled ; but alfo nu-

merous predictions of the fate of many nations, wherein

their profperity and deflruciion have been precifely

fortold; with fuch a vafl variety of particular inci-

dents, as none but God could forefee, or infpire men

to foretel, much lefs bring exactly to pafs.

But as that worthy prelate Bifhop Newton, has
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gone before me in this path, in his DifTertation iipon

the Prophecies, I fliall chearfully refer you to his

works ; for I have neither time at prefent, nor ability,

to do that jullice to the fubject that he has done

;

nor, indeed, is it confident with the plan of thefe

lectures to purfue it in that light : For, except this

preliminary difcouife, the intent of which is to lay

down and exemplify the rules of interpreting prophe-

cies, the whole courie of thefe lectures, is defigned

to treat of thofe numerous and grand predictions,

which refpefc future and very important events.

—

But as many may not be in poiTefiloii of the Bifliop's

writings, and yet may with to hear fomething of thefe

very copious fubjects ; I fliall juft mention a few

inftances of prophecies, that .have been remarkably

fulfilled; even where they feemed to be highly impro-

bable, if not impoffible, at the time of their delivery :

by which our faith may be (lengthened, to wait with

patience and firm hope, for thofe glorious promifes

that are not yet accomplifhed, but which £hall mod
certainly be.

i. The promife of God refpecting Ifhmael, and

which related chiefly to his pofterity, is a (landing

evidence in its completion ; i . Of the truth of di-

vine revelation : 2. That God governs the world : 3.

That he will make all his promifes good. " He
" will be a wild man ; his hand fliall be againft every

" man, and every man's hand againft him : and he
ft

fliall dwell in the prefence of all his brethren,"

Gen. xvi. 12.

Thefe circurnftances feemed contradictory, if not

impollible : but they have all been verified ; not only

in
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in Immael himfelf, but in his pofterky, for more

than three thoufand and fix hundred years paft. The
Arabians have exifted as a fet.aiate people from their

firft rife : they have been free, independent, wild,

fierce, favage, ranging in the deferts ; and not eafily

foftened, or tamed to fociety. How aftonifhing it muft

appear, that a nation mould retain the fame uniformity

of character, through fo many ages ! How often have

all other nations changed their characters, in a far lefs

time, and are continually changing ; but the Arabians

continue the fame. That a man, whofe hand was

againft every man, and every man's hand was againil:

him, Ihould dwell in the prefence of all his brethren,

is truly wondeiful, and, to our weak reafon, would

feem impoilible; yet it was fulfilled in him, and has

been in his pofterky, in all ages. The facred hiftorian

informs us, that " he died in the prefence of all his

brethren," Gen. xxv. 18. And his pofterky dwelt in

the prefence of all their brethren : Abraham's defend-

ants by Keturah ; the Moabites and Ammonites, the

children ol Lot ; the Israelites, the pofterky of Abra-

ham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; and the Edomites, the deC~

cendants of Abraham, Ifaac, and Efau. And they dill

remain a diftinc~r. people, and inhabit the country of

their progenitors, notwithstanding the enmity between

them and the reft of mankind. They have never been

wholly fubdued, nor "carried captive out of their own

land, though fome of the greateft conquerors have at-

tempted it. But they, on the contrary, under the

conduct of Mahomed and his fucceffors, over-ran,

and became mafters of the molt confiderable parts of

the earth ; and continued fo for about three centuries,

—Now
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—Now is not this wonderful ? To what but a fuper-

intending, over-ruling providence, can it be afcribed,

that this people fhould be pi-eferved, when fometimes

on the brink of ruin ; when the mod 'renowned war-

riors have attempted their dedruftion, and have been

near fucceeding in their deiigns ? Often has God ap-

peared for them, in a moft remarkable manner, that

he might make his power known; and, by a kind of

Handing miracle, confirm the authority of his word,

and (hew to men, that he not only literally performs

all that he exprefTes in his promifes, but all that even

feems to be implied ; as in the prefent cafe.

For had Ifhmael only been a wild man, &c. the bare

letter of the prophecy would have been fulfilled in a

far drifter fenfe than many expofitors will allow thofe

glorious promifes of Chrift's kingdom to be, who ap-

ply them to pad events, that fell as far lliort of the let-

ter of prophecy, as the circumftance of the continuance

of Ifhmael's poiterity goes beyond it.

No fuch important purpofes could have been an-

fwered, by barely accomplifhing the letter of the pro-

mife, as have been by fulfilling the fpirit and meaning

of it : which not only extended to Ifhmael himfelf,

but to his podcrity : So that not only were the words

barely judified by the correfponding events ; but ful-

filled, in the riched manner.

This view of the matter furniihes us with a certain

rule for the underdanding of prophecies. We mud
never explain them away, fo as to make them feein

poor and lean ; for God never intended that; their ful-

filment fnould be lefs driking than their prediction.

Prophecy (hall not only be accomplifhed in the mod
Vol. I. H plain
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plain and obvious fenfe, but in the fulled and richeft

manner : neverrhelefs, time muft be allowed for its

completion ; fince God frequently informed his pro-

phets, in one virion, or revelation, of events that took.

years, and fometimes ages, to fulfil.

I mall conclude my remarks on the prophecy re-

fpecling lflimael, with the words of Bifhop Newton :

" This, I fay, is fomewhat wonderful : that the

" fame people mould retain the fame difpofitions, for

" fo many ages; but, it is fiill more wonderful, that,

t( withthefe difpofitions, and this enmity to the whole*

" world, they mould ftill fubfift, in fpite of the world,

w an independent and free people. It cannot be

/' pretended, that no probable attempts were ever

"
,
made to conquer them ; for, the greater! conquerors

M in the world, have almoft all, in their turns, at-

" tempted it, and ioniz of them have very nearly ef-

" htXod it.

" h cannot be pretended, that the drynefs or inac-

tl ceffiblcnefs of their country, hath been their pre-

" fervarion ; for, their country hath been often pe-

" nctratcd, though never entirely fubdued. I know
il that Diodorus Sicultfs accounts for their preferva-

f{ tion from the drynefs" of their country : That

•" they have wells digged in proper places, known

"only to themfeives; and their invaders, through

*< ignorance of thefe places, perifh for want of water.

" But this account is far from being an adequate and

ff jjrft rcprtfentation of the cafe. Large armies have

** found the means of fubfiftcnce in their country

;

" none of their powerful invaders ever defifted on

"this accQUOtj and, therefore, that they have not

/
'• b
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¥ been conquered, mud be imputed to fome other

f* caufe.—When, in all human probability, they were

" upon the brink of ruin, then they were fignaliy and

" providentially delivered. Alexander was preparing

" an expedition againft them, when an inflammatory

" fever cut him off, in the flower of his age. Pomney

" was in the career of his conquefts, when urgent af-

" fairs called him elfevvhere. Aelius Gallus had pcne-

" trated far into the country, when a fatal difeafe

4f deftroyed great numbers of his men, and obliged

u him to return. Trajan befieged their capital city,

cc but was defeated by thunder and lightning, whirl

-

" winds, and other prodigies ; and that, as often as he

" renewed his affaults. Severus befieged the fame city

il twice, and was twice repelled from before it : and,

" the hiftorian Dion, a man of rank and character,

<( though an Heathen, plainly afcribes the defeat of

" thefe two emperors, to the interpofition of a Divine

" power. We, who know the prophecies, may be

" more aflured of the reality of a Divine interpofition :

<c and, indeed, othenvife, how could a fmgle nation

" ftand out againft the enmity of the whole world, for

" any length of time; and, much more, for near Four

" ihoufand years together ? The great empires round
" them, have ail, in their turns, fallen to ruin; while

" they have continued the fame from the beginning,

" and are likely to continue the fame to the end ; and
" this, in the natural coutfe of human affairs, was to

" highly improbable, if not altogether impoffible, that,

" as nothing but a Divine preference could have fore-

" feen it; fo, ncthing but a Divine power could have
'•' accompliflied it."

H 2 2 . Tie
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i. The total ruin and dcftruclion of Nineveh, the

capital of the Aflyrian empire, was an- event pro-

phefied of with great exactarefs, many years before

it came to pafs. The whole prophecy of Nahnni is

upon this fubject. And many circumftanc.es are fore-

told therein, receding its being taken, and totally

destroyed, which were fo exactly fulfilled, that it

is hardly known where the city was fituated. The

city itfelf was near fixty miles in compafs ; con-

tained more than fix hundred thoufand inhabitants

;

had walls' an hundred feet high, and fo thick, that

three chariots might go a-breaft upon them ; and fif-

teen hundred towers, at proper diftances in the walls,

of two hundred feet in height, according to Diodorus

Siculus. It was the capital of a mighty empire, that

had flood fof many ages, and rifen to great power ;

what probability, then, was there, that fuch a city

mould ever be totally deftroyed ? And yet", fo it was :

for fuch an utter end has been made of even its ruins,

that they are not certainly to be found, or diftin-

guifhed. So remarkable is the truth of the divine

predictions. Bifhop Newton fays,

" This may ftrike us the more ftrongly, by fuppofmg

" only a parallel inltance. Let us then fuppofe, that

" a perfon fhould come in the name of a prophet

" preaching repentance to the people of this king-

11 dom ; or, otherwife, denouncing the defixuetion of

tl the capital city, within a few years: with an over*

(i running flood wul GOD make an utter end of the

u place thereof, he will make an utter end; its

** may be fought, but it Jhall never be found. I pre-

ie, we Qiould look upon fuch a prophet as a

" madi
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xc madman, and fhew no farther attention to his mef-

" fage, than to deride and defpife him: and yet, fuch.

" an event, would not be more flrange and incredi-

*' ble, than the deftruction and devaluation of Nine-

" vch. For Nineveh, was much the larger, and

" older city of the two ; and the Aflyrian empire had

" fubfifted longer than any form of government in

" this country : fo that you cannot object the infta-

" bility of the eaftern monarchies, in this cafe. Let
'• us then, fince this event would not be more impro-

*' bable and extraordinary than the other, fuppofe

" again, that things mould fucceed according to the

" prediction ; the floods mould arife, and the enemy
" mould come : the city mould be overthrown, and

" broken down ; be taken, pillaged, and deftroyed

" fo totally, that even the learned could not agree

" about the place where it was fituated. What would

" be faid or thought in fuch a cafe ? Whoever of

" pofterity fhould read and compare the prophecy

" and the event together, mud they not, by fuch an

" illuftrious initance, be thoroughly convinced of the

" providence of God, and of the truth of his pro-

." phet ; and be ready to acknowledge; Verily, this

" is the word that the Lord hath fpoken: Verily, theft

" is a God zvho judgeth the earth /"

3. The next remarkable initance of the exact ac-

complishment of prophecy, that I mall mention, is,

the deftru&ion of Babylon, the capital of Chaldea;

—

and indeed, it might be ftiled the Metropolis of the

World, the Lady of Kingdoms. Ifaiah calls it, Ih*

ofkingdoms, and the beauty of the Chaldees excellency,

chap. xiii. 1 9.. And he prophelies of its utter ruin, in

the
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the moft pofitive terms, faying ; It Jhall never be inha-

bited, neither Jljall it be dwelt in from generation to gene-

ration : neither JJjall the Arabian pitch tent there, neither

pall the JJjepherds make their fold there ; but wild beajls

of the defert pall lie there ; and their houfes pall be

full of doleful creatures, and ozuls pall dwell there, and

fatyrspall dance there. And the wild beajls of the ijlands

Jhall cry in their deflate houfes, and dragons in their plea -

fant palaces : And her time is near to come, and her

days Piatt not be prolonged ; Ver. 20, 21, 22.

Such a city, for extent, grandeur, glory, beauty,

riches, and magnificence, the world never faw be-

fides ! It was even larger than Nineveh ; its walls

were higher and broader ; being, according to fome,

no lefs than three hundred and fifty feet in height,

and eighty-feven feet in thicknefs. The city was

four fquare; the length was as large as the breadth;

being fixty miles in circumference. It had an hun-

dred gates, of folid brafs, twenty-five on a fide ;

which led into as many ftreets, which crofTed each

other at right angles, dividing the city into fix hun-

dred and twenty-five fquares. The houfes flood front-

ing the ftreets ; and behind lay the beautiful and fruit-

ful gardens, which were fuilicient to produce fufte-

nance for the inhabitants.

Its beauty, ftrength, and grandeur ; its walls, tem-

ple?, palaces, and hanging gardens ; the banks of the

river, and the artificial canals, and lake, made for the

draining of that river, in the feafons of its overflow-

ing; are defcribed with fuch pomp and magnificence,

by Heathen authors, that it might be defervedly re-

puted one of the wonders of the world ! But T am
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not able to give a particular defcription of it in this

lecture; but (hall refer you to the fecond book of

Dr. Prideaux's Connection, where an accurate account

of thefe things is to be found. The city is called,

Great Babylon, Dan. iv. 30.

The glory of kingdoms, Ifa. xiii. 19.

The Beauty of the Chalices excellency, ibid.

The golden city, Ifa. xiv. 4.

The Lady of Kingdoms, Ifa. xlvii. 5.

Abundant in treafurcs, Jer. li. 13.

The praife of the whole earth, Jer. li. 41.

AVho would have thought, that fuch a city fhould

have come to fuch a ruined condition, as to be not

only ruined for ever, and unpayable, but even un-

known ! Yet God declared that fj it mould be, and

it has been punctually fulfilled.

None of the prophets fpeak particularly of the de-

ftruction of Babylon, but Uaiah and Jeremiah : but

thefe have defcribed it ' ly, and very particularly.

Ifaiah begins, in the x . and xiv. chapters of his pro-

phecy, to fpeak of this e -takes it up again in

the xxi. chapter, ; d -in in the xliji. chap. 14. ver.

In the xliv. xiv, c icularly named,

more than a hun ire his birth, as the

very conqueror who ihou.: and rebuild

Jerufalem , and lay the foundation be temple.

This prophecy is the able, as, at, that

time, Jerufalem s glory, and the

temple in its bea %s of the earth, and

all the inhabitants , ,, dd not have believed
\

that the adverfary am fliould have entered into \

the gates of Jerufalem, Lam. iv. 12. Yet this prophecy'

of the deduction .'. Babylon,, and of the rebuilding
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of Jerufalem, involves in it the following important

feries of events.

1. That Babylon fliould become a great and pow-

erful empire ; mould fubdue the nations of the earth,

and Jerufalem among the reft.

2. That the walls of the city mould be levelled to

the ground, the temple deftroyed, and the inhabitants

led captive to Babylon.

3. That the Medes fliould finally rife up againft

Babylon, and prevail againft it : That they fliould be

headed by a mighty conqueror, Cyrus by name ; who

fliould be raifed up by God ; whofe right hand fliould

be holden, and who fliould be ftrengthened and guided

by Jehovah for this grand purpofe.

'

4.' God fpake long before-hand, as though the

things had been already clone ; faying—/ have raifed

him up in righteotfnefs, and I zvill direct all his ways : he

wall build my city, and he foall let go my captives, not for

price nor reward, faith Jehovah of Hofts, Ifa. xlv. 13.

How ftrange and unlikely thefe things were ! yet

they had their exact accomplifliment within two hun-

dred years after they were predicted.

The xlyi. and xlvii. chapters, are upon the fame

fubject, the deftruction of Babylon : efpecially, the

xlvii. in which her abject ftate, her fins, careleffhefs,

pride, fudden and utter deftruction, are clearly fet

forth. The laft time that Ifaiah mentions Babylon,

that I recollect, is in chap, xlviii. 20. having men-

tioned, or hinted, its defolation, in eight chapters be-

fore. He fpeaks with fuch earneftnefs, as though he

was iiiterefted in its deftruction ; and with fuch cer-

tainty, as though he faw it executed before his face.

—He takes up the matter over and over, and over

again,
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again, as though he knew not how to ceafe fpeaking

upon fuch an important theme ; and nearly an hun-

dred vcrfes are directly employed upon it, till, at laft,

he gradually lofes the fubject in a greater, even the

glories of the Redeemer's kingdom.

Jeremiah takes up the judgment of Babylon at the

latter end of his prophecy, and confiders it at one

view ; in the defcription of which, two of the longed

chapters in that book are wholly employed, the 1. and

li. He fays nearly as much upon it as Ifaiah : but

fays it moftly at once. They both agree, in declaring

that the city was inevitably doomed to complete and

eternal deftruction : that many nations fhould join in

its overthrow, among whom the Medes mould be

chief; and in many other circumftances. And how

have thefe prophecies been remarkably fulfilled ! in-

fomuch that Babylon has been, for ages, a heap of

ruins, where no man dwells; a defolation without* an

inhabitant ! Nay, even fo totally is the city deftroyed,

that fcarcely can its ruins be found ; or the exact

fpot whereon it flood, be certainly determined.

The prophecies reflecting Tyre, with their exact

accompliQiment, are worthy of our attention ; and

would time permit, I could fpeak largely upon this

fubject : but a few hints mufb fuffice.

Tyre was a large trading city ; the commerce of

the whole world centered there, more than it doth in

London at prefent. The prophet Ezekiel gives us an

account of their trade ; both the people with whom,

and the commodities in which they traded : See Ezek.

xxvii. 5 25. (which you will do well to read and

eonfider, before you proceed to the prophecies of its

Vol. T. I total
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total and final overthrow). The beauty, riches, gran-

deur, &c. of the city, and the extenfivenefs of its com-

merce, in thofe early times, muft furprize thofe who

confider the matter with the leaft attention.

The prophecies of its deftru&ion are numerous,

and very ftriking : As I cannot pretend to recount

them all, at this time, I muft only refer you to them

in general, and point out fome very remarkable par-

ticulars, that have received an exact: accomplishment.

Ifaiah fpeaks of the taking of tyre, the firft time, by

Nebuchadnezzar—and of its reftoration, at the end

of feventy years—and of the inhabitants being con-

verted to the true religion : (See Ifa. xxiii.) All which

events came to pafs in their order. Jeremiah was bid

to °"ive the cup of the Lord's fury to all the kings of

Tyrus, and all the kings of Zidon, as well as to the other

nations of the earth, Jer. xxv. 22. and in the xlvii.

chapter of his prophecy, and 4th verfe, he fpeaks of

the day that cometh to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon,

every helper that remaineth. And God, by the prophet

Amos, fays : For three tranfgrejfions of Tyrus, and for

four, I will not turn azvay the punijloment thereof : be-

caufe they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and

remembered not the brotherly covenant. But I will fend a

fire upon the "wall of Tyrus, which fiall devour the palaces

thereof, Amos i. 9, 10. Joel has an intimation of the

firft ruin and captivity of Tyre and Zidon : See Joel

iii. 4 8.

Thefe prophecies had their accomplifhment, at leaft

in part, when the king of Babylon, after a long and

painful fiege, took Tyre : but was difappointed of

the fpoil that he expected : for the Tyrians fled in

their
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their (hips, and went over ro Carthage, and to other

places where they had colonies, and carried their gold,

filver, precious (tones, and rich cloaths and furniture,

with them : by winch the words of prophecy, fpoken

by Ifaiah, chap, xxiii. ver. 6. and 12. were fulfilled.

This conqueft of Tyre God mentions to Ezekiel;

faying—" Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar, king of

Babylon, caufed his army to ferve a great fervice

againft Tyrus : every head was made bald, and every

moulder was peeled : yet had he no wages, nor his

army, for Tyrus, for the fervice that he had ferved

againft it. And the land of Egypt, and her multitude,

and her fpoil, was promifed him as a recompence,"

Ezek. xxix. 18,19, 2 °*

Zechariah lived after the return of the captivity of

Tyre mentioned by Ifaiah : but he prophefied that

it ihould be again deftroyed by fire, (See Zech. ix. 2,

3, 4.) without mentioning, whether or not it mould

be a final and utter deftruction that mould come upon

her. But Ezekiel prophefied more of the defolation

of Tyre than all the other prophets together, by far

;

but he only fpeaks of its being overthrown utterly,

and for ever; and, four times exprefly afierts, that it

ihould be fo entirely mined as never to be built, or to

exift any more at all : that is, after its final deftruc-

tion, which is now fully accomplifhed, and has been

for feveral centuries : for, at this time, it affords only

a miferable retreat to a few poor fifliermen, who ufe

the place whereon this famous city ftood, as a place

to fpread and dry nets upon ; thereby exa&ly fulfilling

thefe prophecies, which God fpake by Ezekiel, faying,

" Behold, I am againft thee, O Tyrus, and will caufe

I 2 " many
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e( many nations to come up againft thee, as the fea

" caufeth his waves to come up. And they fhall

" deftroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her

" towers : I will alfo fcrape her duft from her ; and

" make her like the top of a roek. It fhall be a place

" for the {pleading of nets, in the midft of the fea :

" for I have fpoken it, faith Adonai Jehovah " Ezek.

xx vi. 3,4, 5. This is repeated again, ver. 14. tofhew

the certainty of it :—" And I will make thee like the

" top of a rock : thou fhalt be built no more : for I,

ie the Lord, hath fpoken, faith Adonai Jehovah : and

again, ver. 21, "I will make thee a terror : and thou

i{ fhalt be no more ; though thou be fought for, yet

(( thou fhalt never be found again, faith Adonai Jeho-

iC vah" The fame is repeated again and again ;-«.-

ei The merchants, among the people, fhall hifs at thee :

" thou fhalt be a terror, and never fhall be any more,"

chap, xxvii. 36. (< All they that know thee among the

iC people, mail be aftonilhed at thee : thou fhalt be a

" terror, and never fhalt thou be any more," chap,

xxviii, 19.

The city was firfl taken and deflroyed by Nebuchad-

nezzar : After feventy years, it was rebuilt upon the

ifland. Alexander took the new city : to accomplifh

which, he took the ftones and rubbifh of the old city,

and built a bank from the continent to the ifland

;

thereby literally fulfilling the words of God ; Eze-

kicl, xxvi. 12. " They fhall lay thy ftones, and thy

<( timber, and thy duft, in the midft of the water.''

He was feven months in completing this work, by

means of which he was enabled to ftorm and take the

city, which he burnt with fire ; flew eight thoufand of

the
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the inhabitants in ftorming the city, caufed two thou-

fand cruelly to be crucified, and fold thirty thonfand

for flaves. By this the prophecy of Joel was fulfilled :

xe The children alfo of Judah, and the children of

M Jerufalem, have ye fold : Behold, I will return your

i( recompence upon your own head ; and I will fell

<e your fons and daughters," Joel hi. 6, 7, 8. And the

juft judgment of God was manifefted therein.

Tyre was, however, foon rebuilt : but was taken

again, within twenty years, by Antigonus, after fifteen

months fiege. It had the misfortune of frequently

changing its matters ; being fometimes in the hands of

the kings of Egypt, and fometimes under the power

of the kings of Syria, till, at length, it fell under the

dominion of the Romans. Then was the time when

its merchandize and hire became holinefs unto the

Lord; according to Ifaiah, xxiii. 18. The daugh-

ter of Tyre came to the Chriftian church with a

gift, Pfal. xlv. 12. Mention was made in thofe

blefTed days of Rahab, or Egypt; Babylon, Phi-

liftia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia : Thofe great ene-

mies of the Jews were mentioned, with pleafure, to

thofe who know the Lord, as being places where fouls

zvere bom anezv, Pfal. lxxxvii. 4. Though it was well

known, that Babylon and Tyre were doomed to per-

petual ruin ; yet it was matter of rejoicing, that the

name of Jefus mould firft be known in thofe cities.

St. Peter feems to have written his firft epiftle at Baby-

lon : for he fays, " The Church that is at Babylon,

ele&ed together with you, faluteth you," 1 Pet. v. 13.

And St. Paul, in hisjourney to Jerufalem, came to Tyre,

and found difciples, with whom he tarried feven days

;

who
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who foretold his perfecution at Jerufalem, and did all in

their power to diffuade him from going thither ; and

when he departed, they, with their wives and chil-

dren, brought him and his company on their way

out of the city ; where they kneeled down on the

fhore, and prayed. There was a famous Chriftian

church at Tyre; which exifted for ages, and pro-

duced many fmcere converts, and faithful martyrs.

There was the mod magnificent temple built there,

for the public worfhip of God, that was to be found

in all Paleftine ; and Tyre had the honour of being

erected into an archbimopric, the firft under the pa-

triarchate of Jerufalem, having fourteen bifhops under

its primacy ; in which profperous ftate it remained

feveral years. Thus were the prophecies of its being

confecrated to the Lord, accomplifhed.

But all this glory and honour could not prevent

the prophecies from being fulfilled. The city was

taken by the Saracens, in the reign of Omar, their

third emperor, about the year of Chrift 639. It was

retaken by the Chriftians, in the times of the holy

wars, (fo called) 11 24; Baldwin, the fecond of that

name, being king of Jerufalem, and affifted by the

Venetian fleet. It was taken from the Chriftians

again, in the year 1289, by the Mamalucs of Egypt,

under their fultan Alphix ; who facked this and

Sidon, and other ftrong towns, that they might never

afford any harbour, or fhelter, to the Chriftians again.

From the Mamalucs it was taken by the Turks, un-

der their emperor, Selim the Ninth, in the year 15 16 :

And they have it at this time—But Oh, how is it

jaUen ! From being the mart of nations,, it is a heap

of
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of ruins : and, from its harbour being entirely choaked

up with fand and rubbilh, and commerce having re-

moved from its mores, (which are only now vifited

by the boats of poor flfhermen) ; and efpecially, by

thofe exprefs prophecies that have been cited ; we

know that it is ruined for ever, and that it fhall exift

no more.

I might pafs, if it were necefTary, to mention the

remarkable prophecies reflecting the prefent (late of

Egypt, efpecially thofe of Ezekiel : which declare,

that it fhall be " a bafe kingdom : It {hall be the

H bafeft of the kingdoms, neither fhall it exalt itfelf

" any more above the nations : for I will diminifh

" them, that they (hall no more rule over the nations,"

Ezek. xxix. 14, 15. And, in the xxx. chapter,

1 2th and 13th verfes, God declared, that he would

*' fell the land into the hand of the wicked ;" and

adds, " I will make the land wafte, and all that is

" therein, by the hand of flrangers : and there fhall

" be no more a prince of the land of Egypt."

Nothing can be more precifely fulfilled than thefe

predictions have been, for ages paft ; as the learned

Bifhop Newton has abundantly fhewn, in his DifTer-

tations on the Prophecies : to which I refer you.

Enough has been faid, to prove, that prophe-

cies have hitherto, generally, been finally fulfilled,

in the mofl plain, flriking, and ample manner ; and

that the events have been according to the letter and

fpirit of the predictions ; never lefs, but fometimes

more than was foretold : And there is, therefore, the

greatefl reafon to believe, that thofe prophecies that

remain to be accomplished, fhall all be fulfilled, at

lad,
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laft, in the fame manner, as fairly, fully, plainly, and

literally, as any former predictions have been, from

the creation of all things to the prefent time.

By this rule I propofe to be governed, in the fuc-

ceeding lectures.

END OF THE INTRODUCTORY LECTURE,
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COURSE of LECTURES,
ON THE

PROPHECIES
THAT REMAIN TO BE FULFILLED.

LECTURE I.

The Call of Abram—The promifes made to the Patriarchs,

by which the land of Canaan was given to them and

their pofierity, for apofjejjion; in which the Boundaries

are mentioned. Collected from the Scriptures.

Obfervations upon the fame.

A brief hijlorical account of the firjl Covenant, from its

being made, mutually agreed upon, and confirmed be-

tween God and Ifrael, at Mount Sinai, to its abroga-

tion, at the death of Chrijl, and final dijjolution, at

the dejlruclion of Jerufalem, by the Romans.

Obfervations upon that Covenant ; defigned chiefly to cor-

rect fome mifiakes that have been made refpecling it.

Vol. I. K



A S the return of the Ifraelites to their own land, and

their final converfion to the knowledge and. wor/Kl?

of the true God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift, is one

of the principal fubjecls upon which I propofe to

animadvert in the following Courfe of Lectures; it is

necefTary to fliew from the Scriptures, by what right

they pofTeffecl the land of Canaan, at firft; for what

they were expelled ; and what foundation there is to-

believe, that they will be gathered together again under

one head, and repolTefs the land that was given to their

fathers,

And as the building which I have propofed to ere£l, is very

magnificent and lofty; you will give me leave to dig

deep, and lay the foundation upon the Rock of Ages,

with the Hones of the San£luary, the. precious promifes

of God ; which are the only fure foundations of faith

and hope.

To begin in order, I fhall firft fet before you a Chart ;

containing

Ihe



57.* Bounds of the land of Canaan, as promifed to Abraham,

Ifaac, and Jacob, and their pojlerhy, and the pnmlfes of

Cod, as their Magna Charta.

Drawn from the Scriptures*

Genesis, xii. 1---7.

s TVT OW Jehovah had faid unto Abram, Get thee
(
-L ^1 out of thy country, and from thy kindred,

* and from thy father's houfe, unto a land that I will

' (hew thee. And I will make of thee a great nation

;

' and I will blefs thee, and make thy name great ; and

' thou (halt be a bleffing. And I will blefs them that

( blefs diee, and curfe him that curfeth thee; and in

' thee fhall all the families of the earth be" blefTed. So

' Abram departed, as Jehovah had fpoken unto him :

* and Lot went with him. And they went forth to

' go into the land of Canaan ; and into the land of

* Canaan they came. And Abram pafTed through the

' plain of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh ; and the

' Canaanite was then in the land. And Jehovah ap-

* peared unto Abram ; and faid, Unto thy feed will 1

* give this land : and there builded he an altar unto

' Jehovah, who appeared unto him.'

Gen. xiii. 14, 15, 16, 17.--* ' And Jehovah faid

* unto Abram, after that Lot was feparated from him,

' Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where

' thou art, northward, and fouthward, and eaftward,

* and wefiward. For all the land that thou feeil, to

' thee will I give it, and to thy feed, for ever. And I

J
will make thy feed like the dud of the earth : fo

K 2 < that
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c that if a man can number the duftof the earth, then

' mall thy feed alio be numbered. Arife, walk through

' the breadth of the land, in the length of it, and in

* the breadth of it : for I will give it unto thee.'

Gen. xv. 5, 6, 7, 8. 18. — c And he brought him
* forth abroad ; and faid, Look now toward heaven,

' and tell the (tars, if thou be able to number them :

* And he faid unto him, So fliall thy feed be. And he
c believed in Jehovah, and he counted it to him for

' righteoufnefs. And he faid unto him, I am' Jeho-
' vah, that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees,

c to give thee this land, to inherit it. And he faid,

' JLord God, whereby (hall I know that I mail inherit

* it ? In that fame day Jehovah made a covenant

' with Abram, faying, Unto thy feed have I given this

' land, from the river of Egypt, unto the great river,

* the river Euphrates. The Kenites *,* &c.

Gen. xvii. 8.— ' And I will give unto thee, and

* to thy feed after thee, the land wherein thou art a

* ftranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlafting

* (or perpetual) pofTemon : and I will be their God/

Gen. xxii. 15, 16, 17, 18.--- c And the angel of

* Jehovah called unto Abraham out of heaven, the

* fecond time ; and faid, By myfelf have I fworn, faith

' Jehovah ; for becaufe thou haft done this thing,

' and haft not witheld thy fon, thine only fon ; that

1 in bleffing I will blefs thee, and in multiplying I will

c multiply thy feed as the ftars of the heaven, and as

c the fand which is upon the fea-fhore ; and thy feed

* See the extent and boundaries of the promifed land, in Numbers,

xxxiv. i---iz.

« fliall
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e (hall poffefs the gate of his enemies ; and in thy feed

c (hall all the nations of the earth be bleffed : becaufe

' thou haft obeyed my voice.'

To ISAAC. .

Gen. xxvi. 2, 3, 4, 5.—* And Jehovah appeared

c unto him : andfaid, Go not down into Egypt : dwell

' in the land which I fliall tell thee of. Sojourn in this

* land ; and I will be with thee, and will blefs thee :

' for unto thee, and unto thy feed, I will give all

' thefe countries ; and I will perform the oath which

I fware unto Abraham, thy father. And I will

6 make thy feed to multiply as the ftars of heaven

;

* and will give unto thy feed all thefe countries : and
* in thy feed fhall all the nations of the earth be

' bleffed : Becaufe that Abraham obeyed my voice,

* and kept my charge, my commandments, my fta-

* tutes, and my laws/

To JACOB.
Gen. xxxviii. 13, 14, 15.— ' And behold, Jeho-

c vah faid, I am Jehovah, God of Abraham, thv

' father, and the God of Ifaac : the land whereon

* thou lieft, to thee will I give it, and to thy feed.

6 And thy feed (hall be as the duft of the earth ; and

' thou (halt fpread abroad, to the weft, and to the

' eaft, and to the north, and to the fouth : and in
c thee, and in thy feed, fliall all the families of the

< earth be bleffed. And behold, I am with thee, and
' will keep thee in all places whither thou goeft ; and

* will bring thee again into this land : for I will not

6 leave
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* leave thee, until I have done that which I have

' fpoken to thee of.'

Gen. xxxv. 9, 10, 1 1, 12. c And God appeared

e unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padan-aram

;

6 and bleffed him. And faid unto him, Thy name is

6 Jacob : thy name (hall not be called any more Jacob,

* but Ifrael (hall be thy name : and he called his name
* Ifrael. And God faid unto him, I am God Almighty;

6 be fruitful, and multiply : a nation, and a company

' of nations, fhall be of thee ; and kings (hall come out

* of thy loins. And the land which I gave Abraham
6 and Ifaac, to thee will I give it ; and to thy feed

6 after thee, will I give this land.'

Gen. xlviii. 3, 4. 21.— c And Jacob faid unto Jo-
6 feph, God Almighty appeared to me at Luz, in

' the land of Canaan, and bleffed me ; and faid unto

6 me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply

* thee : and I will make of thee a multitude of peo-

c pie ; and will give this land to thy feed after thee,

s for an everlaiting (or perpetual) poffeffion. And Ifrael

6 faid unto Jofeph, Behold, I die : but God mall be

' with you, and bring you again unto the land of your

* fathers.*

Thus far the promifes made to the fathers.

Exod. ii. 23, 24, 25.— ' When the children of If-

f rael were oppreffed in Egypt, they cried ; and their

* cry came up unto God, by reafon of the bondage.

4 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered

' his covenant with Abraham, with Ifaac, and with

4 Jacob ; and God looked upon the children of Ifrael,

' and God had refpect unto them/

Exod.
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Exod. iii. 8. 16, 17.—God faid to Moses. f
I am

* come down to deliver them out of the hand of the

' Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land,

' unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing

< with milk and honey ; unto the place of the Ca-

f naanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and
( the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebufites.

* Go, and gather the elders of Ifrael together, and lay

f unto them, Jehovah God of your fathers, the God
' of Abraham, of Ifaac, and of Jacob, appeared
c unto me, faying, I have furely vifited you, and (een

( that which is done to you in Egypt. And I have

' faid, I will bring you up out of the affliction of

f Egypt, unto the land of the Canaanites, and the

* Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and

* the Hivites, and the Jebufites, unto a land flowing

* with milk and honey.'

Exod. vi. 2 S.---' And God fpake unto Mofes,

* and faid unto him, I am Jehovah : and I appeared

f unto Abraham, unto lfaac, and unto Jacob, by the

* name of God Almighty; but by my name Jehovah
' was I not known to them. And I have alfo eftab-

( lilhed my covenant with them, to give them the

c land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein

* they were ftrangers. And I have alfo heard the

4 groaning of the children of Ifrael whom the Egyp-

' tians keep in bondage : And I have remembered

' my covenant. Wherefore fay unto the children of

* Ifrael, I am Jehovah, and I will bring you out

* from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will

* rid you from their bondage : and I will redeem you

J with a ftretched-out arm, and with great judgments.

< And
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c And I will take you to me for a people, and I will

c be to you a God; and ye fhall know that I am Je-
* hovah your God, which bringeth you out from the

* burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you

* unto the land concerning the which I did fwear to

1 give it, to Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; and I will

' give it you for an heritage : I am Jehovah/

Thus far the grand Charter given to the patriarchs and

their pofterity, by the great Lord and Proprietor of heaven

and earth.

Upon what has been cited, I fhall make the follow-

ing brief obfervations :

i . That it pleafed God to call Abraham out of his

own country. He obeyed, and went out, not know-

ing whither he went ; and by approving himfelf faith-

ful, he obtained the promifes.

2. The land of Canaan was as certainly promifed

to Abraham, and his feed, as the Memah was pro-

mifed to defcend from his line.

3. After God had tried Abraham many ways, and

finally by commanding him to offer up his fon ; and

finding him faithful to the laft, he then confirmed the

promifes by an oath ; and becaufe he could fwear

by no greater, he fvvare by himfelf And fo, after he

had patiently endured, he obtained the promife : yea,

and the immutable oath of God, to confirm it.

4. The fame bleflings were promifed to Ifaac and

Jacob, and they obeyed the commands of God, as

Abraham did ; and, therefore, the fame glorious

covenant was confirmed to each of them refpectively

;

and cannot now be diffolved or abrogated, until it is

completely
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completely fulfilled, according to the beautiful lan-

guage of David-— ' He hath remembered his cove-
ts o

nant for ever ; the word which he commanded to a

thoufand generations ; which covenant he made with

Abraham, and his oath unto Ifaac, and confirmed the

fame unto Jacob, for a law, and to Ifrael, for an ever-

lafting (or perpetual) covenant : (laying, Unto thee

will I give the land of Canaan ; the lot of your

inheritance:' Pfal. cv. 8 n.

5. In all God's covenants with men, fpiritual blef-

fings are exprefly mentioned, or fully implied ; and

that fhort promife, And I'will be their God, (Gen. xvii.

8.) contains all the bleffings of this life, and that

which is to come : for what greater portion can any

defire, than to have God for their inheritance ? He is

the fountain of all good ; and happy is that people

whofe God is the great Jehovah: Pfal. cxliv. 15.

But thofe are miferable who have their portion in this

life; whofe belly is filled with God's hid treafures

;

who are full of children, and leave the reft of their

fubftance to their babes : Pfal. xvii. 14. And yet thefe

outward bleffings are by fome confidered as the only

things promifed to the children of Ifrael. I there-

<

fore mention this ; and defire it may be noticed, as a

full confutation of that common (but very falfe) idea,

that only temporal or earthly bleffings, were promifed

to the people of God, of old ; whereas, They foall be

'

, and I zvill be /heir God—which fentencp is

commonly found in all God's covenants; contains all

that can be thought of or defired, obtained or enjoyed,

i the prefent, or any future Rate of exiftence.

• I. L 6, This
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6. This covenant with Abraham, being thus con-

firmed by the oath of God, after he had approved

himfelf faithful, could not be difannulled by the law

given, and the covenant made at Sinai, four hundred

and thirty years afterwards ; as St. Paul declares, Gal.

iii. 17. And I fay, that no future difpenfation can

make it void, 'till it has been as fully accomplished,

in all its parts, as it has been in fome already; which

is far from ever having been the cafe, as yet. I will

mention a few inftances in proof of this affertion.-

1. God promifed to give the land of Canaan to

Abraham for a poffeffion, as well as to his feed : See

Gen. xiii. 15. 17. But St. Stephen, in his defence,

(See Acts, vii. 5.) fays — -
i And he gave him none

inheritance in it ; no, not fo much as to fet his foot on :

yet he promifed that he would give it to him for a

pofTeflicn ; and to his feed after him, when, as yet,

he had no child.' Now, if Abraham is to poffefs the

land of Canaan, and the promifes are to be fulfilled to

him, as well as to his feed ; Abraham rauft undoubt-

edly rife again, at the coming of our Saviour. And

we may quaery, whether it was not this idea that ftruck

th'* Sadduces dumb, when our Lord proved the refur-

redtion of the dead, from thofe words of God to

Mofes—-lam the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and

the God of Jacob ; from which.he drew this conclusion,

God is not the, God of the dead, but of the living. Let

us throw this argument into form, that we may fee

all its force and beauty ; which fo effectually filenced

the greatcfl gainftyers.

God is the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob :

and, if he is their God, he mud fulfil all his promifes,

which
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which he made to them, and confirmed with an oath

:

confequently, they muft have an exiftence 'till his

promifes to them are all fulfilled.

But they have not yet been all fulfilled ; therefore,

Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, ftillexift. Godpromifed

Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, the land of Canaan for a

pofieffion ; but during their flhort continuance on

earth, they did not poffefs fo much as enough to fet

their feet on ; but were ftrangers and pilgrims : never-

thelefs, they died in faith, not having received the

promifes ; but feeing them afar off, they were fully

perfuaded of them, embraced them by faith ; and were

buried in the promifed land, as a token of their faith

in God ; who promifed ; and who, they believed, was

able to perform. Therefore, Abraham, Ifaac, and

Jacob, muft rife again, if ever they are to poffefs the

land of Canaan. But God is their God ; therefore,

he muft, as fuch, fulfil all his promifes to
t
them :

confequently, they muft be in a fituation to have them

fulfilled. The land of Canaan was promifed to them

as a poffeffion : They have never poffeffed it yet

:

Therefore, they muft rife again to poffefs it.

2. In the covenant made with Abraham, God pro-

mifed, that in him, and in his feed, fhould all nations

and families of the earth be bleffed : See, Gen. xii. 3.

xxii. 18. But all the nations and families of the earth

have never yet been bleffed at all ; ftill lefs, through

the miniftration of Abraham : But this part of the

covenant muft be fulfilled, in due time.

3. It is very eafy to fee, that the extenfive country

promifed to Abraham, and his feed, from the river of

Egypt (not the Nile, but a river in the way to Egypt,

L 2 mentioned,
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mentioned, Jofh. xv. 4. as part of the fouth border of

the poffeiTion of Judah), to the great river, the river

Euphrates, has never yet been peaceably pOxiefTed by

the defcendants of Abraham. This part of the cove-

nant dill remains to be fulfilled.

4. It may be queftioned, whether that promife, And

I will make thy feed as the dujl of the earth : fo that if a

man can number the dujl of the earth, then jloall thy feed

clfo be numbered, (Gen. xiii. 16.) has ever yet been

fulfilled, according to the fpirit and meaning of the

fame : for we know, that figurative and hyperbolical

expreflions, are ufed in this and many other pafTages,

according to the genius of the Oriental languages.

5. Abraham's covenant is commanded to a thou-

sand generations : and as from Abraham to Chrift were

only forty-two generations; and allowing thirty years,

upon a medium, for a generation fince his birth ; we,

that are now alive, are the fixtieth ; which, in all,

make but an hundred and two generations, from

Abraham 'till now. No one can therefore pretend,

with any kind of reafon, that the covenant is either

abolifhed or fuperceded.

6. Although the promifes made to Abraham, in

behalf of his feed, are at prefent fufpended ; and we

do not fee them fulfilling, any farther than the Jews

are preferved a diPcincTc people : yet we are affured,

by no lefs a writer than St. Paul, that all the promifes

remain in full force; and though, as concerning the

gofpel, the jews are enemies, for the Gentiles fakes;

yet, as touching the election, they are all beloved,

fcr the fathers' fakes : for this plain reafon, that the

rrifls
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gifts and calling of God are without repentance:

Rom. xi. 28, 29.

To clofe the whole, we may obferve, that the cove-

nant between God and Abraham was faithfully per-

formed on Abraham's part, during his time of trial

:

and God will never fuflfer it to fail on his part : It

extends through all periods of time; even to the grand

Jubilee, when God (hall be all in all; when all

his promifes (hall have been compleatly fulfilled, that

were ever made to Abraham, Levi, David, or any of

the children of Adam, or even to Chrflt himfelf.

Therefore, the covenant made with Abraham, is never

called, The old covenant— -the firjl covenant—the broken

covenant—your covenant, &c. Thefe epithets all

belong to the covenant made between God and the

children of Ifrael, at Mount Sinai; as is evident by

many exprefs paflages in the writings of the prophets

and apoftles. As, for inPcance — ( Behold, the days

come, when I will make a new covenant with the

houfc of Ifrael, and with the houfe of Judah. Not-

according to the covenant that I made with their fa-

thers, in the day that I took them by the hand to brino-

them out of the land of Egypt ; which my covenant-

they brake, although I was an hufband to them, faith

Jehovah :' Jer. xxxi. 31, 32. Upon which St. Paul

thus comments — - ' For if that firft covenant had been

fauldefs ; then fliould no place have been fought for

the fecond. But finding fault with them, he faidi -—

Behold, the days come, faith the Lord, that I will

make a new covenant, &c. In that he faith, A new

covenant, he hath made the firft old. Now that

which
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which decaycth, and waxeth old, is ready to vanifh

away:' Hcb. viii. 7, 8. 13.

The fault, or weaknefs, of the covenant made at

Sinai, will be conlidered prefently : I fhall, there-

fore, proceed diredtly to lay it before you, as far as

I am able ; and fhall then make fome obfervations

upon it.

When the congregation of Ifrael was come out of

Egypt, and had arrived at Sinai, where God mil fpake

to Mofes ; we read as follows : —

Exod. xix. 3—9. ( And Mofes went up unto God :

* and Jehovah called unto him out of the mountain,

6 faying—Thus (halt thou fay unto thehoufe of Jacob,

c and tell the children of Ifrael : Ye have feen what I

' did unto the Egyptians ; and how I bare you on eagles

' wings, and brought you unto myfelf. Now, therefore,

c
if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my cove-

f venant ; then ye ihall be a peculiar people unto me,

* above all people : for all the earth is mine. And ye

* fhall be unto me a kingdom of priefts, and an holy

* nation. Thefe are the words which thou (halt fpeak

c unto the children of Ifrael. And Mofes came, and

' called for the elders of the people, and laid before

' their faces all thefe words whichJehovah commanded

' him. And all the people anfwereel together, and faid,

* All that Jehovah hath fpoken, we will do. And
* Mofes returned the words of the people unto Jeho-
6 vah. And Jehovah faid unto Mofes—Lo, I come
( unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear

e when I fpeak with thee, and believe thee for ever.

6 And Mofes^ told the words of the people unto

< Jehovah.'

Here
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Here God propofes the covenant, mentions what he

had already done for them, and the infinite bleffings

with which he would blefs theivi, upon thefe expirefs

conditions, that they would obey his voice, and keep

his covenant. To which the people readily confented.

The preliminaries of the treaty (for fach it was, let

men fay what they will) being fettled, the next thing

in order, was, for the Lord to let them know what

was his will, and what they had to do. This he told

them, in the mod exprefs manner : and as the code of

laws which he gave them, was moral, civil, and eccle-

fiaftical, he began by giving them the law of the

ten commandments, or that which is called the moral

law ; which is fummarily contained, as our Saviour

has declared, in thefe two ; viz. * Thou (halt love

the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and with all

thy foul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy

ftrength ; and thou (halt love thy neighbour as thy-

felf.' No perfon can pretend that there was any thing

hard, unreafonable, unjuft, or cruel, far lefs naturally

impoffible in this lovely fyftem. It was a bright copy

of the original eternal daw of Jehovah, by which ail

rational intelligences mult be for ever governed. This

law, in the fubftancc of it, mud remain unrepealed

io long as God and his rational creatures (hall exift

:

Our duty and our happincfs, will, to eternity, be

clofely connected ; and will always confift in loving

God and one another.

But, in order to imprefs this holy, righteous I

with the greater force and effect upon their minds,

and -.

. might never forget it; God was pleafcd
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to deliver it with all potable majefty, pomp, glory,

and terror.

6 Jehovah came from Sinai, and rofe up from Seir

£ unto them : he fhined forth from Mount Paran : he

' came with ten thoufands of faints : from his. ri^ht-

i hand went a fiery law for them.'—

-

f God came from
c Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran.

c His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was
c
full of his praife. And his brightnefs was as the

' light : and he had horns (or beams) coming out of

e his hand : and there was the hiding of his power.

' Before him went the peflilence, and burning coals

c went forth at his \czt. He flood, and meafured

' the earth : he beheld, and drove afunder the na-

c tions ; and the everlafting mountains were fcattered ;

' the perpetual hills did bow : his ways are ever-

< kiting/

' There were thunders, and 3i°;htmnrj-s, and a thick

i cloud upon the mount : and the voice of the trum-

( pet was exceeding loud ; fo that all the people in

* the camp trembled. And Mount Sinai was alto-

s gether on a fmoke; becaufe Jehovah defcended

i on it, in fire: and the fmoke thereof afcended as the

( fmoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked

* greatly. And when the voice of the trumpet founded

* long, and waxed louder and louder; Moles fpake,

' and God anfwered him by a -voice.' See Deut.

xxxiii. 2. Habak. iii. 3, 4, 5, 6. Exod. xix. 16.

i3, 19.

And when the attention of the people was brought

to the higheit pitch, God fpake all thefe words

;

.,g---I am Jehovah, ccc. [you know the ten com-

mandments.
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mandments, doubtlefs.] ' And all the people fa\v

* (and heard) the thunderings, and lightnings, and

\ the noife of die trumpet, and the mountain fmoking :

* and when the people Taw it, they removed, and

t flood afar off. And they faid unto Mofes—Speak
1 thou with us, and we will hear : but let not God
* fpeak with us, left we die :' Exod. xx. 18, 19.

After this, God gave them a fee of ftatutes, relative

to civil affairs, worthy of a God .: they were fhortj

expreffive, clear, without ambiguity or intricacy, rea-

fonable, equitable to the laft degree : not dictated by

caprice, nor enforced by improper penalties ; but full

of juflice, mixed with mercv, and guarded by proper

and reasonable fanctions : But above all things, he

forbade idolatry ; the punifhment of which mod (lucid

crime, was death and deftruclion ; and all the curfes

of the book of the law (looc) againft it. They were

forbidden even to mention the names of ftrange gods,

or to make the lead affinity with the nations of the

land who worshipped them : but were commanded to

deflroy them utterly. And the whole, at that time,

was concluded in the following words :---See, Exod.

xxiii. 20 33. „

* Behold, I fend an angel before thee, to keep thee

1 in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I

* have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice :

' provoke him not, for he will not pardon yout tranf-

' grcflions : for my name is in him. But if thou (halt

* indeed obey his voice, and do ail that I fpeak ; then

t will I be an enemy to thine enemies, and an ad-

* verfary 00 thine adverfaries. For mine angel (hall go

* before thee, and bring thee unto the land of the Amo-

Vol. I. M ' rites.
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rites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the

Canaanites, and the Hivites, and the Jebufites : and

I will cut them off". Thou fhalt not bow down to

their gods, norferve them, nor do after their works :

but thou ihalt utterly overthrow them, and quite

break clown their images. And ye fhall ferve Je-

hovah, your God; and he fhall blefs thy bread,

and thy water : and I will take ficknefs away from

the midft of thee. There fhall nothing call their

young, nor be barren, in thy land : the number of

thy days I will fulfil. I will fend my fear before thee,

and will deftroy all the people to whom thou fhak

come ; and I will make all thine enemies turn their

backs unto thee. And I will fend hornets before

thee : which (hall drive out the Hivite, the Ca-

naanite, and the Hittite, before thee. I will not

drive them out in one year, left the land become

defolate, and the beafts of the field multiply againfl

thee. By little and little I will drive them out from

before thee ; until thou be increafed, and inherit the

land. And 1 will fet thy bounds from the Red Sea,

even unto the fea of the Philiftines ; and from the

deiart unto the river : for I will deliver the inhabi-

tants of the land into your hand, and thou fhalt

drive them out before thee. Thou fhalt make no

covenant with them, nor with their gods. They

Hull not dwell in thy land, left they make thee fin

againfl? me: for if thou ferve their gods, it will

iiircly be a (hare unto thee.'

After Mofes had received all thefe words from the

louth of God, he came and informed the people, as

c read, Exod. xxiv. 3. * And Mofes came and told

* the
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* the people all the words of Jehovah, and all the

^judgments : and all the people anfwered, with one

* voice, and faid, All the words which Jehovah hath

* faid, will we do.' This might feem to be fufficient for

concluding the covenant between God and the peo-

ple : but, in order to its final ratification, we read,

ver. 4. ' And Mofes -wrote all the words ofJehovah,

? and rofe up early in the morning, and builded an

f altar under the hill, and twelve pillars according to

* the twelve tribes of Ifrael.'

A purifier mud be cut off, to confirm the cove-

nant. Though the priefthood was not yet fettled, fa-

crifices were offered, as they always were, at the con-

firming of covenants, as well as on many other occa-

iions. For facriflces were doubtlefs ordained by God,

from the time when he judged and fentenced the firft

finners : and by that way he would be approached,

to teach us the abfolute neceflity of the great recon-

ciliation, or atonement, made by our Lord and Sa-

viour Jefus Chrift.

We further read, ver. 5—8.
c And he fent young

* men of the children of Ifrael, who offered burnt-

c offerings, and facrificed peace-offerings of oxen,

' unto Jehovah. And Mofes took half of the blood,

* and put it in bafons ; and half of the blood he

' fprinkled on the altar. And he took the book of the

' covenant, and read in the audience of the people :

' and they faid, All that Jehovah hath faid, will wc
' do, and be obedient. And Mofes took the blood,

« and fprinkled it on the people ; and faid, Behold

' the blood of the covenant which Jehovah hath

f made with you, concerning all thefe words.'

M 2 Thus
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Thus was the covenant made between Gcd and

the people, at Sinai. Both parties confented. The

terms were propofed by Jehovah ; to which the whole

congregation affented : they were then fet forth more

largely : the people promifed obedience, and God pro-

mifed protection, fupport, and every bleffing.

The matter was then engroffed, in a book made

for that purpofe : a purifier, or purification-facrifice,

was cut off : the covenant was again read in the ears

of all the people, in order to its final ratification : the

people, one and all, promifed obedience to every part

of it. Mofes was the mediator between God and the

people, on this occafion : he fprinkled the blood, and

thus fealed, confirmed, and ratified the covenant. It

this was not a proper covenant, there never was a

covenant made between two parties fince time began :

it had all the preliminaries^^ deliberation, forms, fub-

fcance, and confirmation, that, any mutual covenant

could have.

By this covenant, the people were married, in a

proper fenfe, to Jehovah : they avouched him to be

their God, and he avouched them to be his people.—

This is the covenant which he pleads fo often in the

prophetic writings, by wh'ifh he was married unto

them ; as, in Ezek. xvi. 8. — ( Now, when I paffed

6 by thee; and looked upon thee ; behold, thy time was

* a time of love: and I fpread my fkirt over thee, and

' covered thy nakednefs : yea, I fware unto thee, and

* entered into a covenant with thee, faith Adonai Je-

6 hovapi, and thou became!! mine.'

This covenant being thus eftablifhed, the people

promifed, and fware to obey ; which prornifc Jeho-

vah
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VAH heard with approbation, as Mofes afterwards in-

formed them ; faying
—

' AndjEHOVAH heard the voice

1 ofyour words, when ye fpake unto me ; andJehovah
• faid unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of

1 this people, which they have fpoken unto thee: they

• have well faid, all that they have fpoken/ Which

plainly fuppofes.that it was not impomble to obey the

commandments of God : for certainly, it could not

be well faid, if they promifed what was naturally im-

poflible for them to perform.

God further faid— ' O that there were men an

? heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all

' my commandments always : that it might be well

' with them, and their children, for ever !
' Deut. v.

28, 29.

But, was this glorious covenant kept undefiled ?

Did the church of lfrael continue holinefs unto Jeho-

vah, and the firft-fruits of his increafe, as once (he

was? See Jer. ii. 2, 3. Did Ihe retain the kindnefs

of her -youth, and the love of her efpoufals ? No I

no ! no ! or we fhould never have heard of the thou-

sands of breaches of which God complains by the pro-

phets, in the moft moving and affectionate manner

:

Never mould we have heard of fuch complaints as

thefc, unlefs that marriage-covenant had been broken.

« Hear, O my people, and I will teftify unto thee :

' O lfrael, if thou wilt hearken unto me, There (hall

• no ftrange gods be in thee, neither (halt thou wor-

' (hip any ftrange god. I am Jehovah, thy God,
' who brought thee up out of the land of Egypt

:

1 open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. But my
( people would not hearken unto my voice ; and lfrael

' would
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* would none of me : fo I gave them up unto their

e own hearts luft, and they walked in their own coun-

f fels. O that my people had hearkened unto me,

* and Ifrael had walked in my ways ! I mould foon

* have fubdued their enemies, and turned my hand

( a^ainil their adverfaries. The haters of Jehovah
* fliould have fubmitted themfelves unto him : but their

c time fliould have endured for ever. He mould have

' fed them alfo with the fined of the wheat ; and with

' honey out of the rock fliould I have fatisfied thee :'

Plal.lxxxi.8— 16.
l Othat thou hadft hearkened to my

e commandments ! then had thy peace been as a river,

1 and thy righteoufnefs as the waves of the fea : thy feed

e aifo had been as the fand, and the offspring of thy

c bowels as the gravel thereof; his name mould not

' have been cut off, nor deftroyed from before me :'

Jfai. xlviii. 18, 19.

' Hear, O heavens ; and give ear, O earth ; for

€ Jehovah hathfpoken: I have nourimed and brought

' up children, and they have rebelled againft me.

* The ox knoweth his owner, and the afs his matter's

f crib ; but Ifrael doth not know, my people doth

* not confider :' Ifa. i. 2, 3.

' Thus faith Jehovah, What iniquity have your

* fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me,

and have walked after vanity and have become vain ?

* For pafs over the ifles of Chittim, and fee ; and fend

* unto Kedar, and confider diligently, if there be fuch

' a thing. Hath a nation changed their gods, which

1 are yet no gods : but my people have changed their

1 glory for that which doth not profit. Be aftonimed,

* O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid ; be

' ye
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r yc very defolate, faith Jehovah. For my people have

' committed two evils ; they have forfaken me, the

* Fountain of living waters ; and hewed them out

* cifterns, broken citterns, that can hold no water.

\ For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burft

* thy bonds : and thou faidft, I will not tranfgrefs ;

' when upon every high hill, and under eveiy green

6
tree, thou vvandereft, playing the harlot. Yet I

' had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right feed

:

* how art thou degenerated into the plant of a ftrange

f vine, unto me ! O generation, fee ye the word of

* Jehovah : Have I been a wildeVnefs unto Ifrael ?

' a land of darknefs ? Wherefore fay my people,

' We are lords ; we will come no more unto thee ?

' Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her

( attire ? Yet my people have forgotten me, days

' without number :' Jer. ii. 5. 10, 11, 12, 13. 20,

21. 31, 32.

Thefe, and a thoufand fuch-like complaints, had

never been heard from the mouth of the God of Ifrael,

had not the covenant been fnamefully broken on the

people's part, and that times without number. It

would be endlefs for me to point out all the in (lances

wherein they broke the covenant ; but the firft breach,

of itfelf, was fufficient to fee the whole afide, and to

have caufed the Lord entirely to have rejected them

from being his people ; had he not been very gracious,

and had fworn to Abraham, that he would be the God
of his feed, and would bring them in to pofiefs the

land of Canaan.

This was the crime of making a golden calf, and

worshipping it, as the gods that brought them up out

of
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of Egypt— O what a breach was this !—-One could

hardly believe it poflible, that a people who had feen

God's judgments upon Egypt—had palled through

the Red Sea fafely—had feen Pharaoh and his hoft

overthrown therein— had. fung the praifes of God

upon the fea-fhore—had the bitter waters of Marah

made fweet for them— had bread conflantly rained

down from heaven for their fupport— had feen the

rock give forth water, to quench their third, upon being

fmitten with the rod of Mofes—had been remarkably

delivered from being fwallowed up by Amalek ^—

but, above all, had feen the glory and majedy of God

difplayed on Mount Sinai—had heard the law given

from his mouth, out of the midd of the fire ; which,

moil of all things, forbade idolatry, under the fevered

penalties—had entered into a folemn covenant with

God, to keep his commandments—and had ratified

and confirmed the fame, after the mod mature delibe-

ration : I fay, we could hardly believe that fuch a

people mould turn to grofs idolatry, and worfhip a

calf, the work of their own hands, within forty days

after having feen thefe great wonders, were it not re-

corded in the facred volume !

The dupidity, the ingratitude, the perfidy, the

meannefs, the perverfenefs, the madnefs, the unrea-

fonablenefs, of this people, in this action ; mud ado-

nifii all that ferioufly confider this firft and mod dread-

ful breach of the facred covenant. It is remarkable,

that Jofephus, the Jewifii hidorian, was fo afhamed of

this perfidious action of his nation, that he has fup-

preiled the whole account, in his Jewim Antiquities;

not
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not willing to let the Gentiles know how befotted the

Ifraelites had been, under all their advantages.

The righteous anger of God, and his holy jealoufy,

burnt like a fire upon this occafion ; and would cer-

tainly have cOnfumed the whole congregation, had it

not been for the interceffion of meek and faithful

Mofes; who made ufe of two arguments with Jeho-

vah, fufficiently powerful, at that time, to prevent

the threatened ftroke c The reproach and ridicule that

the Egyptians would cad upon the divine name and

character of God ; and the oath which he had fworn

to Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, to m.iidply their feed

as the ftars of heaven, and to give all the land of Ca-

naan to them tot a p [lemon for ever. Thefe consi-

derations, and erpecially the former, induced the

Supreme fo far to fufpend the exec itiori of his ven-

geance, as to fpare the main body, and only to finite

about three thoufand of the principal leaders in the

rebellion ; who were flain by the fwords of the Cons

of Levi, at the command of Mofes : who doubtlefs

had his commifhon from God for that purpofe. And
God threatened be fide : faying

—

Neverthelefs, in the

day when I v'ftt, I will vlfit their fin upon them : And,

in confequence of that determination, we read

—

And

Jehovah -plagued the people^ becaufe they made the calf

which Aaron made : Exod. xxxii. 3 4., 3 ^. Upon which

the Pialmift makes this pertinent remark

—

c Thou an -

' fvveredft them, O Jehovah, our God : thou waft a

* God that forgavelt them, though thou tookell ven-

' geance of their inventions :' Pial. xcix. 8.

This was a great and general defection ; and gave

the firft (hock to that covenant, winch, at lait, was

Vol. I. N wholly
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wholly broken and abrogated, through their numerous

rebellions.

God fpeaking of their provocations, fays, by Mofes

— (
I faid, I would fcatter them into corners, I would

c make the remembrance of them to ceafe from among

' men ; were it not that I feared the wrath of the ene-

c my, left their adverfaries mould behave themfelves

1 ftrangely, and fay, Our hand is high, and Jehovah
e hath not done all this :' Deut. xxxii. 26, 27.

And the fame kind of language is frequently ufed,

in Ezek. xx.—not indeed the fame exprefiions, but

thofe that are quite fimilar ; as, for example :

—

c Then
' I faid, I will pour put my fury upon them, to ac-

e compliih my anger againft them, in the midft of the

* land of Egypt. But I wrought for my name's fake

;

* that it fhould not be polluted before the heathen, in

1 whofe fight I made myfelf known unto them, in

1 bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt

:

' Wherefore, I caufed them to go forth out of the land

1 of Egypt, and brought them into the wildernefs.

* And I gave them my flatutes, and {hewed them my
' judgments; which if a man do, he fhall even live in

' them. But the houfe of Ifrael rebelled againft me
* in the wildernefs/ &c. * Then I faid, I would pour

' out my fury upon them in the wildernefs, to con-

« fume them. But I wrought for my name's fake

;

« that it fhould not be polluted before the heathen, in

' whofe light I brought them out :' Ver. 8, 9, 10, 11.

13, 14. See alfo, ver. 21, 22.

If you wifh to read a concile hiftory of Ifrael, from

the million of Mofes to the coronation of David, read

PfaL
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iPfal. Ixxvii. from ver. u. to the end; Pfal. lxxviii.

cv. cvi.

But notwithstanding this breach was great, the cove-

nant was again renewed ; and they flood fair for en-

tering into the promifed land, until that dreadful and

fatal breach at Kadefh-barnea, when the fpies brought

up an evil report of the good land ; and the whole

congregation, through unbelief, refufed to enter in and

poffefs it : not daring to truft the power and goodnefs

of God ; but madly daring to provoke his wrath.—

.

This was once too often : the anger of the Lord

arofe, and there was no remedy. He now threatened

to fmite them with the peftilence, and offered, a fecond

time, to make of Mofes a greater and mightier nation

than they. Mofes makes a fervent interceflion for the

people ; which you may read, Numb. xiv. 13 19.

in which he urges his former plea refpedting the

Egyptians, and adds thereto the confideration of the

greatnefs of God's mercy and long-fufFering, and his

power to forgive and pardon, which he had often ma-

nifested to his people, from their coming out of Egypt

to that time. God heard the requeft, and faid—

/

Jjave pardoned, according to thy word.

But this a<5t of grace and mercy, though it preferred

the congregation from being cut off at once, was at-

tended with a dreadful But, or limitation. ' But, as

' truly as I live, All the earth fhall be filled with the

* glory of Jehovah. Becaufe all thofe men which have
1 feen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in

< Egypt, and in the wildernefs, and have tempted me
' now thefe ten times, and have not hearkened to my
' voice; Surely, they fhall not fee the land which I

i fware unto their fathers, neither fhall any of them

N 2 < that
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6 that prqvoiced me fee it. How long {hall I beat

' with this evil congregation, which murmur againft;

' me ? I have heard the murmurings of the children of

' Ifrael, which they murmur againft me. Say unto
c them, As I live, faith Jehovah, as ye have fpoken
4 in mine ears, fo will I do to you : Your carcafes (hall

1
fall in the wildernefs ; and all that were numbered of

' you, according to your whole number, from twenty

' years old and upward, who have murmured againft

' me, doubtlefs ye fhall not come into the land con-

1 cerning which I fware to make you dwell therein

;

' fave Caleb, the fon of Jephunneh, and Jofhua, the

' fon of Nun. But your little ones, which ye faid

' mould be a prey ; them will I bring in ; and they

* (hall know the land which ye have defpifed. But as

* for you, your carcafes fhall fall in the wildernefs.

* And your children fhall wander in the wildernefs forty

( years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcafes

c be waded in the wildernefs. After the number of

' the days in which ye fearched the land, even forty

i days, each day for a year, fhall ye bear your ini-

' quities, even forty years ; and ye (hall know my
' breach cf promife. I Jehovah have faid, I will

( furely do it unto all this evil congregation, that are

' o athered together againft me : in this wildernefs (hall

1 they be conlumed, and there (hall they die ;' Numb,

Xiv. 21, 22, 23. 27 35.

I have quoted this paffage at length, as it is one of

the mod awfijl hiftorical leffons that we have prefented

to our view ; n the Scriptures.

To think that more than fix hundred thoufand men,

befides women, that came out of Egypt by a mighty

hand j
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hand ; who were all under the cloud of glory, and all

paffed through the Red Sea, as on dry land :
—

' And
' were all baptized unto Mofes, in the cloud and in the

* Tea ; and did all eat the fame fpiritual meat, and did

' all drink the fame fpiritual drink : for they drank of
1 that fpiritual rock that followed them ; and that rock

i was Chrift :

5

See i Cor. x. i—5.—Had all entered

into covenant with God, heard the law given ac

Sinai—had feen the greateft miracles that any people

ever had, and been made partakers of the greateft

mercies— mould, all but two, periQi in the defart,

through unbelief; is an alarming confideration to us

all ! * With many of them God was not well pleafed ;

' therefore, he overthrew them in the wildernefs.'—

.

' Now thefe things were our examples, to the intent

' that we mould not luft after evil things, as they alfa

' lulled. Neither be ye idolaters, as were fome of

' them : as it is written, The people fat down to eat

' and drink, and rofe up to play. Neither let us com-
' mit fornication, as fome of them committed, and fell

' in one day three and twenty thoufand. Neither let

' us tempt Chrift, as fome of them alfo tempted, and
c were deftroyed of ferpents. ' Neither murmur ye. as

' fome of them alfo murmured, and were deftroyed of
c the deftroyer. Now all thefe things happened unta

' them for enfamples-; and they are written for our

' admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are

* come. Wherefore, let him that thinketh he ftandeth,

' take heed left he fall :' 1 Cor. x. 6 12.

To return to the covenant— It was often broken,

and often renewed ; not only while the children of

Ifrael were in the wildernefs, but after they had ob-

tained
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tained the promifed land. God often charged them,

by Mofes and the prophets, with the breach of this

marriage-covenant, and often invited them to return

and renew it : a fpecimen of which may be feen in

Jer. iii. i. 12, 13, 14. 20. 22.

' They fay, if a man put away his wife, and fhe

* go from him, and become another man's ; fhall

€ he return unto her again ? fhall not that land be

' greatly polluted ? But thou haft played the harlot

* with many lovers ; yet return again to me, faith

* Jehovah.'
,

* Go, and proclaim thefe words towards the north;

' and fay, Return thou backiliding Ifrael, faith Jeho-
* vah ; and I will not caufe mine anger to fall upon
e you : for I am merciful, faith Jehovah, and I will

* not keep anger for ever.'

* Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou haft

' tranfgreffed againft Jehovah, thy God ; and haft

e fcattered thy ways unto the flrangers, under every

* green tree : and ye have not obeyed my voice, faith

* Jehovah. Turn, O backiliding children, faith.

' Jehovah; for I am married unto you.'

* Surely, as a wife treacheroufly departeth from her

* hufband; To have ye dealt treacheroufly with me, O
' houfe of Ifrael, faith Jehovah. Return, ye back-

' Aiding children, and I will heal your backflidings.'

Thefe reproaches, and invitations, are found (o

often in the prophets, that I muft quote a confiderable

part of their books, to fet them all before you :—it

is fufficient to have given you a fpecimen.

After the ten tribes had broken off from the houfe

cf David, and had fet up Jeroboam king, and he had

turned
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turned tliem away from ferving the Lord, and fet up

two golden calves for them to worfhip ; as a people,

they were given wholly to idolatry ; even worfe than

the heathen which were round about them. Never-

thelefs, God waited to be gracious ; warned, reproved,

called, and invited them, about two hundred and

fixty years : but as they did not return, he threatened,

by Hofea, to give Ifrael a bill of divorcement ; which

dreadful threatening he fulfilled, according to the

predictions of that prophet ; who was commanded to

fay, from the mouth of God — ' I will caufe to ceafe

1 the kingdom of the houfe of Ifrael ; I will no more

' have mercy upon the houfe of Ifrael : but I will ut-

' terly take them away. For ye are not my people, and

' I will not be your God. Plead with your mother,

c plead ; for me is not my. wife, neither am I her

* hufband:' Hof. i. 4. 6. 9. ii. 2.

Thus was the firft covenant between God and the

ten tribes, broken, difannulled, and totally abrogated,

and for ever diffolved ; Ifrael was repudiated, di-

vorced, put away, fent out of the land of their inhe-

ritance, given up to their enemies ; and from that

time to the prefent, (which is almoft two thoufand

and five hundred years) they have been rejected, and

cad off, and are confidered as totally divorced from

that marriage covenant ; and if ever they are to be-

come the people of God, and the bride of Jehovah
again, (as the prophecies exprefly declare,) there muft

be a new covenant made with them, in which Judah

(hall be included alfo, and they fhall be one people

again, never more to be divided. A new wooing

muft take place, and a new (late of wedlock, in con-

lequer.ee ;
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fequence ; which is moft beautifully, as well as mov-

ingly defcribed, in Hofea ii. from verfe 14, to the

end of the chapter. < Therefore, behold I will allure

• her and bring her into the wildernefs, and fpeak

• comfortably unto her ; and I will give her vineyards

• from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door

' of hope ; and fhe fhall fing there as in the days of

' her youth, as in the day when fhe came up out of the

' land of Egypt. And it (hall be at that day, faith

' Jehovah, that thou fhalt call me Ifhi
; (my huf-

band, or a kind loving hufoand) and (halt call me
• no more Baaii,' (my lord, or a lordly, fevere huf-

band, &c.) See the chapter. < And it (hall come to

* pafs, that in the place where it was faid unto them,

c Ye are not my people, there it (hall be faid unto

c them, Ye are the children of the living God. ' Then

' (hall the children of Judah and the children of

' Ifrael be gathered together, and appoint themfelves

* one head ; and they fliall come up out of the land :

< (of their captivity) : for great fliall be the day of*

' Jezreel.' See Hofea, ii. 14, 15, 16. Hof. i. 10, 11.

See alfo, chap. iii.

We have feen the firnV covenant, with refpect to

Ifrael, wholly and for ever difTolved : let us now fee

how Judah behaved herfelf, with this melancholy

example before her eyes. God gives the following

account of this fad affair :
' And I faw, when for all

* the caufes whereby backfliding Ifrael had committed

* adultery, I had put her away, and given her a bill

( of divorce; yet' her treacherous (ifler Judah feared

' not, but went and played the harlot alfo. And it

' came to pafs, through the lighthefs of her whore-

' dc
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* dom tint (he defiled the land, and committed adul-

1 tery with (locks and ftoncs :' Jer. iii. 8, 9. See

Ezekicl, chap, xxiii. where Samaria, the capital city

of lfrael ; and Jerufalem, the capital of Judah

;

are fpoketi of under the characters of two women,

adulterefTes ; their fins and punilhments are there

defcribed, as alfo in Ezek. xvi. where Jerufalem is

more particularly fpokfen of, and her fins are declared

to be greater than thofe of her filler Sodom, which

was deftroyed by fire from heaven ; and alfo much to

exceed thofe of her filler Samaria, who had been

deftroyed by the Affyrians : but in this laft-mentioned

chanter, there are glorious promifes of the future

recovery of all the three fillers : but not by virtue of

the firft covenant, which now no longer exills. For

though God waited nearly an hundred and forty years

longer with Judah, yet (he grew worfe and wcrfc, 'till

the Lord pronounced the dreadful decree ;
' And Je-

* iiovah faid, I will remove Judah alfo out of my
' fight, as I have removed lfrael, and will cad off this

i city Jerufalem, which I have chofen, and the houfe

' of which I faid, My name (hall be there;' 2 Kings

xxiii. 27. ' And I will call you out of my light; as

' 1 have cad out all your brethren, even the whole

' feed of Ephraim. Therefore, pray not thou for this

'people; neither lift up cry nor prayer for them;

' neither make interceflion to me : for I will not hear

f thee :' See Jer. vii. 15, 16.

God feemed exceeding loth to execute the decree :

but having tried all other means in vain, for more

than an hundred years, at length he fays— ' I have
i forlaken mine houfe ; I have left mine heritage

;

Vol. I. O < I have
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e
I have given the dearly beloved of my foul into the

' hands of her enemies :' Jer. xii. 7. And fuch mourn-

ing and lamentation is made on this occafion, (fhall I

dare fay, by God himfelf) as never was equalled,

except when Jefus wept over Jerufalem, in the days of

his fkfh. Judah was now given 4jp to the king of

Babylon ; and he executed all the wrath of God upon

her, and even exceeded, and helped forward the afflic-

tion : (See Zech. i. 15.) went beyond his commif-

fion ; and with great fury deftroyed not only the city

and temple, but almoft the whole nation. But the

Lord was pleafed, in his very great love and mercy

towards his people, and for many great and important

purpofes, to choofe Jerufalem again, after feventy

years banimment and captivity : and thus fpeaks, by

his prophet :
—

' Thus faith Jehovah of hofts ; I am

'jealous for Jerufalem, and for Zion, with a great jea-

1 loufy. And I am very fore difpleafed with the hea-

' then that are at eafe : fori was but a little difpleafed,

f and they helped forward the affliction. Therefore,

1 thus faith Jehovah, 1 am returned to Jerufalem with

' mercies : my houfe (hall be built in it, faith Jeho-
' vah of hofts, and a line (hall be ftretched forth upon

' Jerafalem. Cry yet, faying, Thus faith Jehovah
e of hofts ; My cities, through profperity, fhall yet be

fpread abroad ; and Jehovah (hall yet comfort

* Zion, and fhall yet choofe Jerufalem :' Zech. i. 14,

15, 16/17.

* And Jehovah (hall inherit Judah his portion in

' the holy land, and (hall choofe Jerufalem again
:'

Zech. ii. 12.

This was a renewal of the old covenant ; for you

may remember, the captives peifonally figned a cove-

nant
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nant after their return from Babylon : See Neh. x. in

which chapter we read, ' that they entered into a.curfe,

' and into an oath, to walk in God's law, which was

' given by Mofes, the fervant of God ; and to ob-

* ferve and do all the commandments of Jehovah,
* our Lord, and his judgments, and his ftatutes,' &c.

See ver. 29. Which, by the way, was a very wrong

^thing, upon the fuppolition that it was imporTible for

them to fulfil what they promifed, as many fuppofe :

For it is criminal in any perfon to promife to do what

is naturally impomble. But if the law given by Mofes

wasfo hard to keep as fome pretend, yea imporTible to

be obeyed ; how comes it that they thought it poffible,

yea right, and therefore fwore, and bound themfelves

under a curfe, to obey it in all its parts ? And why did

the Lord fuffer fuch a promife and oath to be made, if

he knew it to be impomble for them to keep it ? Could

he be pleafed with their adding fin to fin, by making

ram and unlawful vows, which he every where for-

bids ? For fuch was their vow, if it was impoflible for

them to keep it.

We fee that this was only the old covenant renewed

upon the fame conditions as it was firft made; the

people promifed obedience, and God protection.

—

And we may obferve, that the Jews kept the cove-

nant fo far as it reflected idolatry, from that time

;

for we never hear of their fetting up, or willingly

bowing down to idols, after the feventy years cap-

tivity ; which, it feems, had entirely cured them of that

ftupid folly, to which before they always had fuch a

propenfity,

O 2 Bu*
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But notwithstanding this good appearance, the Spifk

of God forefaw, and foretold by the prophet, that the

Son of God weuld be rejected, fold, betrayed, and

pierced by that people ; for which crime they (liould

be cut off, and the covenant wholly broken and cut

afunder, no more to be repaired for ever and ever;

and all connection between God and them, and alfo

between the tribes, by virtue of that covenant, fhould

be entirely diiTolved. And their deftruction by the

Roman emperor, whom they had chofe for their

king, in order the more eafily to prevail with Pilate

to crucify Jesus, is clearly predicted in thefe words :

—

' For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land,

* faith Jehovah : but lo, I will deliver the men,
i every one into his neighbour's hand, and into the

' hand of his king; and they (hall fmite the land,

' and out of their hand I will not deliver them
:'

Zech. xi. 6.

The total and final diiTolution of the covenant is re-

presented by taking two llaves, one called Beauty, and

the other Bands : and cutting them afunder, as it is

written— ' And I took my fb.if, even Beauty, and ctit

\ it afunder, that I might break my covenant, which I

' had made with all the people. And it was broken

' in that day : and ib the poor of the flock that waited

* upon rue, knew that it was the word of Jehovah.'

ts, that he had made an entire and utter end of

the covenant, that had fubfiftea between him and all

the people for lb many ages. It was broken and

: old, and unfit ever to be repaired, in that day

\ ah, or Jasus, was fold, as the next

import:— ' And I laid, If ye think good, •

price : and if not, forbear. So they weighed
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'for my price thirty pieces of filver. And Jehovah
1 faiJ unto me, Cad it to the potter : a goodly price,

' that I was prii'ed at of them. And I took the thirty

* pieces of filver, and call them to the potter, in the

f houfe of Jehovah. Then I cut afunder mine other

* ftaff, even Bands, that I might break the brother-

8 hood between Judah and Ifrael :' See Zech. xi.

10 14.

Thus we are able to difcover, that the rejection of

Chrift was the lad great fin, for which their cove-

nant, church, (late, and nation, were diffolved. The

covenant was broken, and made old, when Chrifl was

crucified : and when St. Paul wrote his epiitle to the

Hebrews, he faid—that it was decaying and waxing

old, and was then ready to vanifh away ; which, in a

fhort time after, it did, at the delbuclion of Jerufa-

lem ; and hath never exifted fince, and never will

asrain. But if ever the descendants of Abraham fiiall

become again the peculiar people of God, it mud be

by virtue of a new covenant, which God will make

with the houfe of Ifrael, and with the houfe of Judah ;

according to his gracious and abfolute promifts —

•

which I (hall lay before you in my next lecture.

I (hall conclude this difcourfe with fome obferva-

tions upon that covenant, which is now abolifiied ;

which remarks may tend to correct fome miftakes that

have been made, and commonly received, about this

fubject, hitherto io little underflbodJ

1. It is a miuake into which fome writers have fallen

—whether wilfully or ignorandy, I (hall not prete;

determine—that there never was properlyany covenant

between God and man. But the contrary has been io

inly
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plainly and fully proved, that very little need be

added : for though God is infinitely fuperior to his

creatures, he may condefcend to them : and though

he certainly has a right to give his creatures laws, and

require them to obey according to their abilities; yet

he may, if he pleafes, forego that right, and enter into

covenant with them ; and this he certainly did with

Abraham and others, and efpecially with the Ifraelites

at Mount Sinai.

2. There have been many difputes about the cove-

nant of grace and the covenant of works, which have

given rife to much contention, and produced many

puzzling diftinclions ; all which might be avoided by

confidering, that whenever God deigns to enter into

covenant with any of his creatures, it is moil certainly

of grace, favour, goodnefs, and condefcenflon, on

his part ; but the conditions of all covenants that have

yet been made with men, are love, faith, reverence,

and obedience, on their parts : fo that all covenants

hitherto, are of grace and works both.

3. Some are of opinion, that the covenant at Mount

Sinai, was not intended for the people to live in, of

live by. But fuch exprefly contradict God, who fays

by Mofes, ' Set your hearts unto all the words which

* I teftify among you this day, which ye lhall com-

* mand your children to oblerve, to do all the words

* of this law. For it is not a vain thing for you, be-

* caufe it is your life.'

•' For this commandment which I command thee

« this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far

' * off. It is not in heaven, that thou moulded fay,

< Who &all go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto

* us.
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r \is, that we may hear it, and do it ? Neither is it

< beyond the fea, that thou moulded fay, Who (hall

« go over the Tea for us, and bring it unto us, that we

' may hear it and do it ? But the word is very nigh

' unto thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart, that thou

' mayeft do it. See, I have fet before thee this day life

* and good, and death and evil ; in that I command thee

* this day to love Jehovah thy God, to walk in his

' ways and to keep his commandments, and his judg-

' ments, that thou mayeft live and multiply. I call

' heaven and earth to record this day againft you, that

' I have fet before you life and death, blefling and

' curfing; therefore choofe life, that both thou and

* thy feed may live : That thou mayeft love Jeho-
' vah thy God, and that thou mayeft obey his voice,

* and that thou mayeft cleave unto him : for he is thy

' life, and the length of thy days :* Dent, xxxii. 46,

47. Deut. xxx. 11—

i

A
. 19, 20.

And the Lord, by Ezekicl, declared, faying, * And
* I gave them myftatutes, and (hewed them my judg-

' ments, which if a man do, he (hall even live in

' them. But the houfe of Ifrael rebelled againft me in

1 the wildernefs ; they walked not in my ftatutes, and

' they defpifed my judgments, which if a man do, he
f

fliall even live in them:' Ezek. xx. 11. 13.

—

Many other paiTages might be brought in proof of

the fame, if needful ; but thefe are fufficient to prove,

that God gave them a covenant, in which, and by

which they might live ; and that to contradict this, is

to deny the truth of God's word.

4. Some fay, that it was impofliblefor any mere man

to keep the covenant. But this is charging God fool-

iihly,
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iihly, with a withefs ! To fuppofe, that he made a

covenant, and approved of their promif, ,g to keep it,

though at the Time time he knew it was impoffible, is

attributing fuch folly to God, and fuch madnefs to the

people, as muft (hock every fenous mind. But facts

are ftubborn things; and ibme in the congregation

did keep the covenant, according to the intent and

meaning of the fame, as God himfelf teftifies, and

therefore it is vain for man to deny it. ' But my fer-

' vant Caleb, becaufe he had another fpirit within

f him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring

* into the land whereinto he went ; and his feed (halt

e poiiefs it,' Numb. xiv. 24. Jofhua and Caleb kept

the covenant ; therefore it was poffible to keep it. And
Moles faid of the tribe of Levi, juft before his death,

(when men commonly fpeak the truth) ' For they

* have obferved thy word, and kept thy covenant :'

Deiit. xxxiii. 9. And David faid, of the nation of

his time, ' All this is come upon us, yet have we not

' forgotten thee : neither have we dealt falfely in thy
c covenant. Our heart is not turned back, neither have
( our fleps declined from thy way : Though thou haft

' fore broken us in the place of dragons, and covered

* us with the (hadow of death. If we have forgotten the

f name of our God, or ftretched out our hands to a

' ftrange god ; (hall not God fearch this out ? For he

' knoweth the fecrets of the heart:' Pfal. xliv. 17—21.

I need net multiply inflances ; for it frequently hap-

pened that perfons, houfholds, families, tribes, and

fometimes the whole people, clave fad to the cove-

nant, and kept it : which fads are recorded in the

Scriptures,
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Scriptures, and prove the poffibility of keeping it,

better than a thoufand arguments.

5. Some perfons fuppofe, that the whole covenant

might be outwardly, and according to the letter, kept,

without any integrity of heart. But let fuch remem-

ber, that many of the commandments reflected the

inward tempers of the mind, and therefore could not

be outwardly obferved at all. Judgment, mercy, faith,,

and the love of God, were the weightier matters of

the law; and were always regarded by God, as pre-

ferable to facrifices and burnt offerinos.

6. I have heard it frequently obferved, that the firft

covenant, which they commonly call the covenant of

works, was only proper for man in the ftate of innocen-

cy, when he had power to keep it ; but not in a fallen

ftate: Whereas, the Hebrew word Berith, rendered

covenant, fignifies, to cut off a purifier, and there-

fore always fuppofes a fallen ftate. Befides, it is well

known, that God has frequently entered into cove-

nant with fallen man ; but where do we read of any

covenant tranfaction between God and Adam in a ftate

of innocency ? It is certain, that God did propofe,

and enter into a covenant with Ifrael at Sinai, and the

people voluntarily entered into covenant with him ;

and therefore fuch a tranfaction was highly proper

for them in the fituation in which they then were.

7. Often has it been faid, that the firft covenant,

being once broken, could never be again renewed,

and had no farther efficacy in it : That it admitted of

no repentance, mercy, or forgivenefs. This is fre-

quently and peremptorily aflerted, as though it was

a felf-evident truth ; but, the law of Mofes and the

Vol. I. P prophets,
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prophets, all (land in direct contradiction to this falfe

and unworthy aflertion : The covenant was often

broken, yet often renewed, and that by the command

and approbation of God. About forty years after the

nrft breach, Mofes faid to the people, ' This day

' Jehovah thy Godhaxh commanded thee to do thefe

' ftatutes and judgments : thou malt therefore keep

' and do them with all thine heart, and with all thy

' foul. Thou haft avouched Jehovah this day to be

' thy God, and to walk in his ways, and to keep his

< ftatutes, and his commandments, and his judgments,

< and to hearken unto his voice. And Jehovah hath

' avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people,

6 as he hath promifed thee, and that thou moulded:

< keen all his commandments : and to make thee high

' above all nations which he hath made, in praife, and

' in name, and in honour : and that thou mayeft be an

' holy people unto Jehovah thy God, as he hath

1 fpoken :' Deut. xxvi. 16— 19.

This plainly mewed the covenant to be renewable

after it had been broken ; and that it was then as effi-

cacious as ever. As for repentance, returning, mercy,

and forgivenefs— they were well known under that

covenant, as all the prophets teftify ; for they always

fpoke this language : -

< Let the wicked forfake his way, and the unrighte-

' ous man his thoughts ; and let him return to Je-

' hovaii, and he will have mercy upon him ; and to

* our God, for he will abundantly pardon :' Ifai. lv. 7.

i When the wicked man turneth from his wicked-

c nefs that he hath committed, and doeth that which

* is lawful and right, he mall fave his foul alive

:

* Becaufe
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' Becaufe he confidereth, and turneth away from all

* his tranfgreffions that he hath committed, he fhall

* fureiy live ; he fliall not die.' See, and care-

fully read, on this fubject, Ezek. xviii. wholly, and

xxxiii. 1—20. and you will eafily fee, that the firffc

covenant promifed life and falvation to penitents

:

And the prophets were ordered to proclaim God's

mercy to finners, and to call them to repent and

return from their evil ways, in full expectation of

ibrgivenefs.

8. Another very common miftake is, that nothing

more than earthly bleffings were promifed in that co-

venant, or even mentioned. But greater bleffings

God never did nor can bellow on any, than he pro-

mifed in that covenant, in cafe they would obey him.

For what greater bleffing can he give or promife than

himfclf ? He is the fountain of all good ; and in him

all happinefs, glory, and excellence, are compre-

hended. And he faid :

—

* If ye walk in my ftatutes, and keep my com-
f mandments, and do them ; I will fet my tabernacle

* among you, and my foul fliall not abhor you. And
' I will walk among you, and will be your God, and

' ye fhall be my people :' Lev. xxvi. 3. 11, 12.

And Mofes fpeaks, faying ;
—

« Jehovah fhall efta-

' blilh thee an holy people unto himfelf, as he hath
1 fworn unto thee ; if thou (halt keep the command-
' ments of Jehovah, thy God, and walk in his

* ways. And all people of the earth fliall fee that thou
1 art called by the name of Jehovah :' Deut. xxviii.

9, 10.

P z < Now,
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' Now, therefore, (fays God) if ye will obey my
f voice indeed, and keep my covenant ; then ye (hall

* be a peculiar treafure unto me, , above all people :

S And ye fiiall be unto me a kingdom of priefts, and

* an holy nation :' Exod. xix. 5, 6.

If thefe are not fpiritual bleffings, and of the highefl

kind—I mud confefs, I do not know what deferves

the name.

9. But fome fuppofe, that a perfon might obey and

keep that covenant, and yet not be entitled to heaven

and eternal felicity. But could any perfons love the

Lord God with all their hearts, and with all their

fouls, might, mind, and ftrength, and their neigh-

bours as themfelves, and obey all God's command-

ments—and yet have no right to enter into the king-

dom of heaven ? impoffible !—Is not holinefs infe-

parably connected with happinefs ? and, Can thofe

whom God loves, and who love him, be feparated

from him in the life to come ?

10. We may obferve, that God made known his

character, or name, under that covenant ; as

—

i
Je-

c hovah, Jehovah God, merciful and gracious,

1 long-fufTering, and abundant in good nefs and truth:

' Keeping mercy for thoufands ; forgiving iniquity,

* tranfgreffion, and fin ; and that will by no means

' clear the guilty :' Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. And it was

the fame character that he hath fuftained in all ages.

The duties he enjoined, were, for fubftance, the

fame as are enjoined upon Chriftians ; and the bleffings

prom i fed, were both temporal and fpiritual ; and had.

the Ifr.dites ail been obedient, as (thanks to God)

fome
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fome of them were—they would have been a happy

people indeed.

u. I would beg leave to obferve, that the cove-

nant made at Sinai is called the firft, and the old cove-

nant ; noc in relation to the prefent gofpel difpenfa-

tion, as many fuppofe ; but in relation to the new co-

venant which God will make with the houfe of Ifrael,

and with the houfe of Judah, in the day when he mall

take away their fins, and make them one nation, no

more to be divided, and join them to himfelf, in

that perpetual covenant which mail not be broken

:

which I fhall endeavour to lay before you in my next

Lecture.

1 2. The firft covenant was defigned to be a medium

of intercourfe between God and the children of Jacob

:

by it they were brought into union with God, and had

communion with him. It might be compared to a

pipe, or conduit, whereby God communicated life

from himfelf into the hearts of the obedient. And
when the people broke this covenant, God complains

of them as forfaking him, the fountain of living wa-

ters, and hewing out cifterns, even broken citterns,

unto themfelves, which could hold no water.

13. O how unworthy it is to think of God that he

laid a fnare, or fet a trap for his people, when he made
that covenant with them ! that he gave them fuch laws

that were either impoffible to keep, or unfuitable to

their condition, on purpofe to feek occafion againft

them, that he might punifh them for breaking a cove-

nant which they could not keep ; with fome colour of

juftice, indeed, becaufe they had promifed to keep it,

and he had faid—" They have well faid all that they

have



1 1

8

Leclurcs on the Profhecks.

have fpoken !" But we fee, from what has been faid,

that the covenant was made (as all God's covenants

with his creatures are) for purpofes exactly contrary

;

even purpofes of mercy, grace, and kindnefs ! How
often he forgave them their fins, and pardoned their

tranfgreffions, by virtue of this covenant - relation

!

and how often he differed it to be repaired, after they

had broken it in the mod flagrant manner !

14. The firft breach was made by making and

wormipping the golden calf in the wiidernefs : all

their many idolatries, and other enormous fins, and

their refufal to hearken to the prophets whom God fent

to reclaim them, were all continued breaches of the

fame. But that dreadful crimes which caufed the final

abrogation of that covenant, was their rejection and

murder of Chrift, the Prince of life, and the lord of

glory ; as our Saviour teaches them and us, in that

parable of the hufoandman : See St. Matth. xxi.

33 45. St. Mark,*xii. 1 .-12. St. Luke, xx.

^ 10. where we fee, that although the nufband-

men had long refufed to pay any tribute to the great

owner of the vineyard, and had beaten, ftoned, and

killed his fervants, whom he had fent to receive the

fruit at their hands ; yet lie fuffered them to keep poT-

fefiion of it, 'till he fent his only and well-beloved Son

to them, whom they took counfeLto flay and deftroy,

fuppofing the vineyard would be theirs. ^But the

fcribes and Pharifees themfelves, when %ie cafe was

propofed to them, gave this righteous judgment

a^ainft the hufbanclmen, (by whom the Lord in-

tended themfelves, and the JewiQi nation and church

in general)—They fay unto him, * He will miferably

' deftroy
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c deftroy thofe wicked men, and will let out Ris vine-

f yard unto other hufbandmen, who fhall render him

* the fruits in their feafons.'

This Jefus applied to them, and faid

—

c Therefore

? lay I unto you, the kingdom of God fhall be taken

' from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the

' fruits thereof:' St. Matth. xxi. 41, 43. Mofes had

prophefied, that Jehovah would raife up a prophet

like unto himfelf, a worker of miracles, a legiflator,

and a deliverer ; to him the people were commanded

to hearken in all things, upon pain of being cut off

and destroyed. (See Dent, xviii. 15— 19. Ads iii. 22,

23.) This prophet was the Meffiali ; and the covenant

obliged them to receive and well to entertain all thole

meffengers rhat God fliould fend with proper creden-

tials, and above all, the Son of his love, who fhewed

the cleared teftimonials of bis million. And confe-

quently, their rejection of him put an end to the co-

venant, as a bond of union between God and them :

they totally rejected him from being their God, and

he rejected them from ever being his people again, bv

virtue of that covenant ; but ftill the covenant with

Abraham (lands good ; and, in confequence of that,

God will call them again to be his* people, and will

make a new covenant with them, that fhall never be

difannulled.

15. While the firfl: covenant remained in force,

God communicated all temporal and fpiritual blefiings

through it to his covenant people ; and during that

time it was well-pleafing to him to be fought through

that channel : But when the covenant was wholly

broken, and for ever dillblved, it became as highly

abfurd
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abfurd to feek for life, falvation, favour, acceptance,

or communion with God any more that way, as it

was proper and reafonable before. Even as an aque-

duct., while connected with a never-failing fpring,

may be reafonably looked to for water ; and when it

becomes decayed in feme places, it may be repaired ;

but if entirely feparated from the fountain-head, or

wholly broken in pieces, it becomes ufelefs ; and it

would be as foolifh to repair to it for water after that,

as it was proper before.

And this is the only proper key by which we can

underftand the apoftles, when they argue the weaknefs

and unprofkablenefs of the law, commandments, and

fiiit covenant ; and forbid their difciples to put anv

confidence at all therein, notwithftanding the great

confidence that God had ordered his people to place

there formerly. All thefe different directions were

proper in their different periods ; even as it would be

proper to direct perfons for water to an aqueduct,

while whole, and joined to the fountain-head ; but

highly improper, when it is disjointed, or broken to

pieces. The firit covenant was a miniftration of life,

while the waters of life, i. e. all temporal and fpiriiual

bladings, flowed through it : but when abrogated, was

as certainly the miniftration of death to all that looked

for the blefiings of life and falvation through it, which

were no longer communicated by that channel. And

without conlidering the matter in this light, it is im-

poffible to reconcile the prophets and apoftles toge-

ther; fince the former absolutely commanded their

hearers to look for alt bieffings through the medium

of the fitft covenant; but the latter forbad theirs r>

have
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have the lead hopes or expectations therefrom, and

directed them immediately to the fountain-head, even

Chrift.

1 6. Jefus Chrift, our Lord, the fame yefterday, to-

day, and for ever; has been, in all ages, the Saviour

of men, and the fountain of all bleflednefs ; and all the

fprings of happinefs of the ancient church, were in

him, and he blefTed his people, by communicating his

goodnefs through the firft covenant to them, accord-

ing to their neceffities ; and in the lad days he will

make a new covenant with Ifrael and Judah, through

which he will blefs them, by communicating himfelf

to them in an uninterrupted manner, during that glo-

rious date of their profperity, which is yet to come

;

when they fhall be made an eternal excellency, a joy

of many generations : Ifai. Ix. 15. So that we may
eafily perceive, that neither the firft nor the new cove-

nant, ever were, or can be, given in the room of the

Saviour ; neither will they render his grace and falva-

tion unneceffary, any more than an aqueduct can

anfwer the purpofe of a never-failing fpring, or render

the fountain-head ufelefs : For every perfon of com-

mon fenfe knows, that conduits are ufelefs, unlefs fup-

plied with water from a fountain-head, which they are

defigned to convey for the ufe of mankind.

1 7. I promifed to confider the fault, or weaknefs, of

the firft covenant which was made at Sinai ;
e For

' (fays the apodle, Fleb. viii. 7, 8, 9.) if that firft cove-

' nant had been faultlcfs, then fhould no place have
« been fought for the fecond. For, finding fault with
( them, he faith, Behold the days come, faith the Lord,

* that I will make a new covenant with the houfe of

Vol, I. Q^ Ifrael,
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' lirael, and with the houfe of Judah : Not according

' to the covenant that I made with their fathers, in the

* day that I took them by the hand, to lead them out

' of the land of Egypt ; becaufe they continued not

' in my covenant, and I regarded them not, faith the

* Lord.' Which words clearly intimate, that if they

had continued to obfervethat covenant, God's bleffings

would have continued to flow through the fame, to

them—and by them would have been communicated

to the nations of the world—and that there would have

been no occafion for a fecond covenant, nor place have

been found for it.

The difference between the two covenants, will beft

appear by comparing them together; which., in the

next Lecture, I fhall attempt to do : but in the mean

time I fhall juft obferve, that in the firft covenant there

was no fecurity given that it mould never be broken on

the people's part ; but when the new covenant fhall be

made, Chrift will be the furety of it, that it fhall never

be broken. The firft covenant may be compared to

a fmall aqueduct, connected indeed with the fountain

of living waters ; but compofed of wood, or lead,

which might be cut, broken up, or deftroyed, by the

wicked hands of men, and might decay and need re-

pairing ; but the fecond, or new covenant^ may be

likened to a large aqueduct of folid gold, being one

whole piece, that fhall never wear out or decay ; or a

paflage made through a folid adamantine rock, that

can never be deftroyed.

END OF THE FIRST LECTURE,



COURSE of LECTURES,

ON THE

PROPHECIES
THAT REMAIN TO BE FULFILLED,

LECTURE II.

The New Covenant which God will make with the

Houfe of Ifracly and with the houfe of Judah, in

the latter Days,

Obfervations upon the fame.

Having in my laft Ledlure endeavoured to lay before

you the Covenant which God made with Abraham, Ifaac

and Jacob, which being kept by them, is now confirmed,

eftablifhed, and commanded to a thoufand generations.

Alfo having given you an hiftorical account of the Cove-

nant made at Sinai, from its £rft propofal to its final abro-

gation ; with Remarks upon the fame—tending to throw

a degree of light upon the fubjecl: : — I cannot therefore

fcegin this Lecture better, than with

Q^2 The



The New Covenant, which Jehovah will make with

the houfe o/Ifrael, and with the houfe of Judah, in the

latter days—when he Jh-all gracioujly return their long

captivity.

O R,

The Magna Charta by which they/hall again pojjefs

their land.

COMPILED FROM THE PROPHECIES,

And recommended to the particular attention of the Reader.

Hebrews,



Hebrews, via. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13.

< TJUT now hath he (Chrift) obtained a more

' JD excellent miniftry, by how much alfo he is

c the Mediator of a better covenant ; which was efta-

* blifhed upon better promifes. For if that firft cove-

* nant had been faultlefs, then fhould no place have

' been fought for the fecond. For finding fault with

' them, he faith ; Behold the days come, faith the

* Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the

* houfe of Ifrael, and with the houfe of Judah : Not

' according to the covenant that I made with their

' fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand to

1 lead them out of the land of Egypt ; becaufe they

' continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them

' not, faith the Lord. For this is the covenant that I

* will make with the houfe of Ifrael, after thofe days,

f faith the Lord ; I will put my laws into their mind,

' and write them in their hearts : and I will be to them

' a God, and they fhall be to me a people : And they

' (hall not teach every man his neighbour, and every

6 man his brother, faying, Know the Lord : for all

1 mall know me, from the lead to the greateft. For

' I will be merciful to their unrighteoufnefs ; and their

< fins, and their iniquities, will I remember no more.

* In that he faith, A new covenant, he hath made the

' firft old : Now that which decayeth, and waxeth old,

* is ready to vanifh away.'

Jer. xxxi. 31 37.— « Behold, the days come,

< faith Jehovah, that I will make a new covenant

* with the houfe of Ifrael, and with the houfe of
1 Judah

:
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6 Judah : Not according to the covenant that I made

' with their fathers, in the day that I took them by the

' hand, to bring them out of the land of Egypt,

* (which my covenant they brake, although I was an

' hufoand unto them, faith Jehovah). But this fhall

1 be the covenant that I will make with the houfe of

* Ifrael : After thofe days, faith Jehovah, I will put

e my law in their inward parts, and write it in their

1 hearts ; and will be their God, and they fhall be my
' people. And they mall teach no more every man his

1 neighbour, and every man his brother, faying, Know
* Jehovah : for they ihall all know me, from the lead

' of them unto the greater! of them, faith Jehovah :

* for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember

' theirfin no more. Thus faith Jehovah, which giveth

' the fun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the

' moon and ftars, for a light by night ; which divideth

* the fea, when the waves thereof roar: Jehovah of

* hods is his name. If thofe ordinances depart from

' before me, faith Jehovah, then the feed of Ifrael

* alfo fhall ceafe from being a nation before me, for

f ever. Thus faith Jehovah, If heaven above can

' be meafured, and the foundations of the earth

i fearched out beneath, I will alfo cafl: off all the

e feed of Ifrael, for all that they have done, faith

( Jehovah/

Jer. xxxii. 37 42. e Behold, I will gather

' them out of all countries, whither I have driven

* them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in

* great wrath ; and I will bring them again unto

' this place, and will caufe them to dwell fafely.

1 And they fhall be my people, and I will be their

' God.
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God. And I will give them one heart, and one

way ; that they may fear me for ever, for the

good of them and of their children after them.

And I will make an everlafting covenant with them,

that I will not turn away from them to do them

good : but I will put my fear in their hearts, that

they (hail not depart from me. Yea, I will rejoice

over them to do them good ; and I will plant them

in this land affuredly, with my whole heart, and with

my whole foul. For thus faith Jehovah, Like as

I have brought all this great evil upon this people

;

fo will I bring upon them all the good that I have

promifed them/

Jer. xxxiii. 14.

—

f Behold, the days come, faith

Jehovah, that I will perform that good thingwhich

I have promifed unto the houfe of Ifracl, and to the

houfe of Judah/

Ifai. lix. 20, 21.

—

i And the Redeemer fhall come

to Zion, and unto them that turn from tranfgreffion

in Jacob, faith Jehovah. As for me, this is my
covenant with them, faith Jehovah ; My Spirit

that is upon thee, and my words, which I have put

in thy mouth, fhall not depart out of thy mouth,

nor out of the mouth of thy feed, nor out of the

mouth of thy feed's feed, faith Jehovah, from hence-

forth and for ever.'

Rem. xi. 27.

—

c For this is my covenant unto them,

when I fhall take away their fins.'

Ezek. xi. 17, 18, 19, 20.

—

f Therefore fay, Thus

faith Adonai Jehovah, I will even gather you

from the people, and affemble you out of the coun-

tries where ye have been fcattered; and I will give

* vou
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ycu the land of Ifrael. And they fhall come thither,

and they fhall take away all the deteftable things

thereof, and all the abominations thereof from thence.

And I will give them one heart, and I will put a

new fpirit within you ; and I will take the ftony heart

out of their flefh, and I will give them an heart of

flefh, that they may walk in my ftatutes, and keep

mine ordinances, and do them ; and they (hall be

my people, and I will be their God.'

Ezek. xx. 40, 41, 42, 43, 44.

—

c For in mine holy

mountain, in the mountain of the height of Ifrael, faith

Adonai Jehovah; there fhall all the houfe of

Ifrael, all of them in the land, ferve me : there

will I accept them, and there will I require your

offerings, and the flrft-fruits of your oblations, with

all your holy things. I will accept you with your

fweet favour, when I bring you out from the people,

and gather you out from the countries wherein ye

have been fcattered ; and I will be fanctified in you

before the heathen : And ye (hall know that I am

Jehovah, when I fhall bring you into the land of

Ifrael, into the country for the which I lifted up

mine hand to give it to your fathers. And there

fhall ye remember your ways, and all your doings,

..i):.rein ye have been defiled; and ye fhall loathe

yourfelves in your own fight, for all your evils that

ye have committed. And ye fhall know that I am

Jehovah, when I have wrought with you, for my

name's fake, not according to your corrupt doings,

O ye houfe of Ifrael, faith Adonai Jehovah.*

Ezek. xxxiv. 13, 14, 15. 23—31.

—

c And I will

* bring them out from the people, and gather them

* from
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* from the countries, and will bring them to their own
* land, and feed them upon the mountains of Ifrael,

* by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the

' country. I will feed them in a good pafture

;

' and upon the high mountains of Ifrael (hall their.

6 fold be—there (hall they be in a good fold, and ia

1 a fat pafture fhall they feed, upon the mountains of

k Ifrael. I will feed my flock, and I will caufe them

' to lie down, faith Adonai Jehovah. And I will

c
fet up one fhepherd over them ; and he fhall feed

1 them, even my fervant David ; he fhall feed them,

* and he fhall be their fhepherd. And I Jehovah will

' be their God, and my fervant David a prince among
' them ; I Jehovah have fpoken it. And I will

1 make with them a covenant of peace, and I will

* caufe the evil beads to ceafe out of the land : and

' they (hall dwell fafely in the wildernefs, and deep

* in the woods : And I will make them, and the

c places round about my hill, a blefnng ; and I will

' caufe the fhower to come down in his feafon—there

c
fhall be fhowers of blefnng. And the trees of the

* field fhall yield her fruit, and the earth (hall yield

' her increafe, and they fhall be fafe in their land ;

c and they fhall know that ' I am Jehovah, when
' I have broken the bands of their yoke, and delivered

* them out of the hands of thofe that ferved themfelves

c of them. And they (hall no more be a prey to the

1 heathen, neither (hall the beafts of the land devour

( them ; but they fhall dwell fafely, and none (hall

* make them afraid. And I will raife up for them

' a plant of renown, and they fhall be no more con-

* fumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the

Vol. I. R f
reproach
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1 reproach of the heathen any more : Thus (hail they

6 know, that I Jehovah, their God, am with them

;

' and that they, even the houfe of Ifrael, are my peo-

c pie, faith Adonai Jehovah : And ye, my flock,

c the flock- of my pafture are men, and I am your

' God, faith Adonai Jehovah.'

Ezek. xxxvi. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 22—38.— c But

* ye, O ye mountains of Ifrael ! ye mail moot forth

c your branches, and yield your fruit to my people

* of Ifrael ; for they are at hand to come : For behold

* I am for you ! and I will turn unto you, and ye

<
fhall be tilled and fown : and 1 will multiply men

' upon you, all the houfe of Ifrael, even all of it

—

* and the cities fhall be builded : and I will multiply

' upon you man and bead, and they (hall increafe

' and bring forth fruit ; and I will fettle you after your

* old eftates, and will do better unto you than at your

* beginnings ; and ye (hall know that I am Jehovah
* —Yea, I will caufe men to walk upon you, even

* my people Ifrael ; and they (hall poflefs thee, and

" thou (halt no more henceforth bereave them of

4 men.*

1 Therefore fay unto the houfe of Ifrael, Thus
P faith Jehovah God, I do not this for your fakes, O
6 houfe of Ifrael ! but for mine holy name's fake, which

* ye have profaned among the heathen whither ye went

:

* and I will fanclify my great name, which was pro-

* faned among the heathen, which ye have profaned

ft in the midil of them ; and the heathen fhall know
c that lam JehoVah, faith Adonai Jehovah, when
* I fhall be fandtified in you before their eyes : For I

i will take you from among the heathen 3 and gather

' you
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* you out of all countries, and will bring you into your

own land. Then will I fprinkle clean water upon

you, and ye fhall be clean—from all your filthinefs,

and from all your idols, will I cleanfe you : a new

heart alfo will I give you, and a new fpirit will I put

within you ; and I will take away the ftony heart out

of your flefh, and give you an heart of flefh ; and

I will put my fpirit within you, and caufe you to

walk in my ftatutes, and ye fhall keep my judgments,

and do them : and ye fhall dwell in the land that I

gave to your fathers ; and ye fhall be my people, and

I will be your God. I will alfo fave you from all

your uncleannefles; and I will call for the corn, and

will increafe it, and lay no famine upon you. And
I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increafe

of the field, that ye fhall receive no more reproach

of famine among the heathen. Then (hall ye re-

member your own evil ways, and your doings

that were not good, and fhall loathe yourfelves in

your own fight for your iniquities, and for your

abominations : Not for your fakes do I this, faith

Adonai Jehovah, be it known unto you ; be

afhamed and confounded for your own ways, O
houfe of Ifrael ! Thus faith Adonai Jehovah, in

the day that I fhall have cleanfed you frofn all your

iniquities, I will alfo caufe you to dwell in the cities,

and the waftes (hall be builded ; and the defolate

land (hall be tilled, whereas it lay defolate in the fight

of all that panned by. And they (hall fay, This land

that was defolate is become as the garden of Eden;

and the wade and defolate and ruined cities are be-

come fenced, and arc inhabited, Then the heal

R a ' that
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that are left round about you, lliall know that I Je-

hovah build the ruined places, and plant that that

was defolate : I Jehovah have fpoken it, and I will

do it. Thus faith Adonai Jehovah ; I will yet

for this, enquire * for the houfe of Ifrael, to do it for

them : I will inereafe them with men like a flock.

As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerufalem in her

folemn feafls ; fo lliall the wafte cities be filled with

flocks of men : and they fhall know that I am

Jehovah.'
f Ezek. xxxvii. 21——28.

—

c Thus faith Adonai

Jehovah ; Behold, I will take the children of Ifrael

from among the heathen whither they be gone, and

will gather them on every fide, and bring them into

their own land : And I will make them one nation,

in the land upon the mountains of Ifrael ; and one

king fhall be king to them all : and they fhall be

no more two nations, neither lliall they be divided

into two kingdoms any more at all : neither fhall

they defile themfelves any more with their idols, nor

with their deteftable things, nor with any of their

tranfgreflions : but I will fave them out of all their

dwelling-places wherein they have finned, and will

cleanfe them : fo lliall they be my people, and I will

be their God. And David, my fervant fhall be king

over them ; and they all lliall have one fhepherd :

they fhall alfo walk in my judgments, and obferve my

features, and do them. And they lliall dwell in the

land that I have given unto Jacob my fervant, wherein

your fathers have dwelt : and they fhali dwell therein,

* even they and their children, and their children's chil-

* So the words fhould be rendered.

' dren.
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{ dren, for ever : and my fervant David mall be their

5 prince for ever. Moreover, I will make a covenant of

* peace with them ; it [hall be an everlafling cove-

* nant with them ; and I will place them, and multiply

* them, and will fet my fanctuary in the midft of them,

' for evermore. My tabernacle alfo fhall be with them :

* yea, I will be their God, and they fhall be my people.

' And the heathen mall know that I Jehovah do fanc-

' tify Ifrael, when my fanctuary fhall be in the midft of

< them for evermore/

Ezek. xxxix. 22. 27, 28, 29.

—

c So the houfe of If-

1 rael fhall know that I am Jehovah, their God, from

' that day and forward. Therefore, thus faith Adonae
* Jehovah; Now will I bring again the captivity

1 of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole houfe of

* Ifrael, and will be jealous for my holy name. When
S I have brought them again from their enemies lands,

4 and am fanclified in them in the fight of many na-

* tions ; then fhall they know that I am Jehovah,
' their God, which caufed them to be led into captivity

* among the heathen : But I have gathered them unto
( their own land, and have left none of them any more

' there : (i. e. among the heathen) Neither will I hide

s my face any more from them : for I have poured
,

f out my Spirit upon the houfe of Ifrael, faith Adonai
' Jehovah/

Hof. i. 1 1.

—

6 Then fliall the children of Judah and

< the children of Ifrael be gathered together, and ap-

* point themfelves one head ; and they fliall come up
' out of the land : for great fliall be the day of Jez -

f reel.'

Hof.
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Hof. ii. 18 23.

—

( And in that day will I

make a covenant for them with the beads of the field,

and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping;

things of the ground ; and I will break the bow, and
the fvvord, and the battle out of the earth ; and will

make them to lie down fafely. And. I will betroth

thee unto me for ever : yea, I will betroth thee unto

me in righteoufnefs, and in judgment, and in loving-

kindnefs, and in mercies. I will even betroth thee>

unto me in faithfuinefs ; and thou malt know Jeho-

vah. And it fhall come to pafs in that day, I will

hear, faith Jehovah, I will hear the heavens ; and

they fhall hear the earth ; and the earth (hall hear the

corn, and the wine, and the oil, and they (hall hear

Jezreel. And I will fow her unto me in the earth ;

and I will have mercy upon her that had not ob-

tained mercy ; and I will fay to them who were not

my people, Thou art my people ; and they fnall fay,

Thou art my God.'

Hof. iii. 4, 5.

—

( For the children of Ifrael fhall

abide many days without a king, and without a

prince, and without a facrifice, and without an

image, and without an ephod, and without tera-

phim : Afterward fhall the children of Ifrael return,

and feek Jehovah their God, and David their king,

and fhall fear Jehovah, and his goodnefs, in the

latter days.'

Ifai. Ixi. 7, 8, 9.—

-

c For your fliame, you mall have

double ; and for confufion, they fhall rejoice in their

portion : therefore, in their land, they fhall poffefs the

double : everlafting joy fhall be unto them. For I

Jehovah love judgment : I hate robbery for burnt?

* offering ;
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* offering ; and I will dired their work in truth, and I

will make an everlafting covenant with them. And

their feed fhall be known among the Gentiles, and

their offspring among the people : all that fee them

(hall acknowledge them, that they are the feed which

Jehovah hath blened/

Jer. xxx. 2, 3. 8, 9, 10. 17 22.

—

c Thus

fpeaketh Jehovah, God of Ifrael, faying : Write

thee all the words that I have fpoken unto thee in a

book. For lo the days come, faith Jehovah, that I

will bring again the captivity of my people Ifrael and

Judah, faith Jehovah : and I will caufe them to

return to the land which I gave to their fathers, and

they fhall poflefs it. For it fhall come to pafs, in that

day, faith Jehovah of hofts, that I will break his

yoke from off thy neck, and will burft thy bonds,

and ftrang-ers fhall no more ferve themfelves of him :O

But they fhall ferve Jehovah their God, and David.

their king, whom I will raife up unto them. There-r

fore, fear thou not, O my fervant Jacob, faith Jeho-

vah ; neither be difmayed, O Ifrael : for lo, I will

fave thee from afar, and thy feed from the land of

their captivity : and Jacob mall return, and fhall be

in reft and quiet, and none fhall make him afraid.

For I will reftore health unto thee, and heal thee of

thy wounds, faith Jehovah; becaufe they called

thee an outcaft, faying, This is Zion, whom no man
feeketh after. Thus faith Jehovah; Behold, I will

bring again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have

mercy on his dwelling-places : and the city fhall be

builded upon her own heap, and the palace fhall re-

main after the manner thereof. And out of them

< (hall
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' fliall proceed thankfgiving, and the voice of them

* that make merry : and I will multiply them, and
c they mail not be few : I will alfo glorify them, and

e they fhall not be fmall. Their children alfo (hall be

* as aforetime : and their congregation mall be efta-

1 bliflied before me ; and I will punifli all that opprefs

i them. And their nobles fliall be of themfelves, and

6 their governor mall proceed from the midft of them

:

1 and 1 will caufe him to draw near, and he fliall ap-

« proach unto me : for who is this that engaged his

' heart to approach unto me ? faith Jehovah ?

—

' And ye fliall be my people, and I will be your

« God.'

Jer. xxxi. i —14- 23, 24, 25. 27 $<$.

38, 39, 40.

—

c At the fame time, faith Jehovah, will

' I be the God of all the families of Ifrael, and they

' fliall be my people.

« Thus faith Jehovah, The people which were left

c of the fword, found grace in the wildernefs, even

c Ifrael, when I went to caufe him to reft. Jehovah

! hath appeared of old unto me, faying, Yea-, I have

« loved thee with an everlafting love, therefore with

< loving-kindnefs have I drawn thee. Again, I will

« build thee, and thou {halt be built, O Virgin of

« Ifrael : thou (halt again be adorned with thy tabrets,

' and (halt go forth in the dances of them that make

' merry : Thou {halt yet plant vines upon the moun-

* tains of Samaria : the planters fliall plant, and fliall

« eat them as common things. For there fliall be a

' dav that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim fliall

* cry, Arife ye, and let us go up to Zion unto Jeho-

* v ah oar God. For thus faith Jehovah, Sing with

i eladnefs
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gladncfs for Jacob, ancl fhout among the chief cf

the nations; publilh ye, praife ye, and fay, O Je-

hovah ! fave thy people, the remnant of Ifrael.

( Behold, I will bring them from the north country,

and gather them from the coafts of the earth ; and

with them the blind and the iame, the woman with

child, and her that travaileth with child, together.

A great company fha.il return thither—they mall

come with weeping, and with fupplications will I

lead them : I will caufe them to walk by the rivers

of waters, in a ftraight way wherein they fhall net

(tumble : for I am a Father to Ifrael, and Ephraim

is my firft-born.

' Hear the word of Jehovah, O ye nations ! and

declare it in the iflcs afar off, and fay, He that fcat-

tered Ifrael will gather him, and keep him as a fhep-

herd doth his flock : for Jehovah hath redeemed

Jacob, and ranfomed him from the hand of him

that was ftronger than. he. Therefore, they (hall

come and fing in the height of Zion, and mall

flow together to the goodnefs of Jehovah, for wheat,

and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the

flock, and of the herd, and their foul (hall be as n

watered garden ; and they (hall not forrow any more

at all. Then {hall the virgin rejoice in the dance,

both young men and old together; for 1 will turn

their mourning into joy, and will comfoit them, an 1

make them rejoice from their forrow. And I will

fatiate the fouls of the priefts with fatnefs, and my
people ihall be fatisfied with my goodnefs, faith };:-.

hovah. Thus faith Jehovah of Hofts, the God
of Ifrael, as yet they (hall ufe this fpeech in the land

Vol. I. S < of
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' of Judah, and in the cities thereof, when I fhall bring

' again their captivity ; Jehovah blefs thee, O hahi-

' tation of juftice, and mountain of holinefs ! And
* there fhall dwell in Judah itfelf, and in all the cities

6 thereof together, hufbandmen, and they that go forth

6 with flocks. For I have fatiated the weary foul, and
6

I have replenifhed every forrowful foul.

< Behold, the days come, faith Jehovah, that I

.' will fow the houfe of Ifrael and the houfe of Judah
{ with the feed of man, and with the feed of bead.

6 And it fhall come to pafs, that like as I have watched
c over them to pluck up, and to breakdown, and to

e throw down and deftroy, and to afflict, fo will I watch

e over them to build and to plant, faith Jehovah. In

c thofe days they mall fay no more, The fathers have

6 eaten a four grape, and the children's teeth are fet on

' edge : But every man (hall die for his own iniquity

;

6 every man that eateth the four grape, his teeth fhall

' be fet on edge.

* Behold, the days come, faith Jehovah, that the

c citv fhall be built to Jehovah, from the tower of

f Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. And "the mea-

( furing line fhall yet go forth over againft it, upon the

' hill Gareb, and fhall compafs about to Goath—and

6 the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the afhes,

c and all the fields unto the brook Kidron, unto the

e corner of thehorfe gate towards the eaft, fhall be holy

4 unto Jehovah— it fhall not be plucked up, nor

* thrown down any more for ever/

Jer. xxxiii. 6 9.

—

{ Behold, I will bring it health

e and cure, and I will cure them, and reveal unto them

6 the abundance of peace and truth. And I will

' caufa
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f cnnfe the captivity of Judah, and the captivity of

f Ifrael, to return, and will build them as at the firft.

1 And I will cleanfe them from all their iniquity,

* whereby they have finned againit me: and I will

' pardon all their iniquities whereby they have finned,

' and whereby they have tranfgreffed againft me. And
* it (hall be to me a name ofjoy, a praife, and an ho-

c nour before all the nations of the earth, which (hall

* hear of all the good that I do unto them : and they

' fhall fear and tremble for all the goodnefs, and for all

1 the profperity that I procure unto it.'

Jer. xvi. 14, 15, 16.

—

c Therefore, Behold the

* days come, faith Jehovah, that it fhall no more be
f faid, Jehovah liveth that brought up the children

' of Ifrael out of the land of Egypt; but Jehovah
1
liveth, that brought up the children of Ifrael from

* the land of the north, and from all the lands whi-

* ther he had driven them ; and I will bring them

' again into their land, that I gave unto their fathers.

c Behold, I will fend for many hfhers, faith Jeho-
( vAii, and they (hall fifh them—and a*fter I will fend

c
for many hunters, and they lhall hunt them from

' every mountain, and from every hill, and out of tlic:

' holes of the rocks.'

Jer. iii. 16 19.

—

( And it fhall come to pafs,

f when ye be multiplied and increafed in the land, in

< thofe days, faith Jehovah, they (hall fay no more,

* The ark of the covenant of Jehovah : neither (hall

' .c come to mind ; neither fhall they remember it;

' neither (hall they vifit it ; neither (hall that be done

' any more. At that time they (hall call Jerufalem

< the throne of Jehovah ; and all the nations (hall be

S 2 ' gathered
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' gathered unto it, to the name of Jehovah, to JetQ-

* falem : neither ftiall they walk any more according

4
to the imagination of their evil heart. In thofe days,

4 the houfe of Judah fhail walk with the houfe of Ifrael

;

4 and they fliall come together out of the land of the

' north, to the land that I have given for an inheritance

4 nnto your fathers.

4 But I faid, How (hall I put thee among the chil-

4 dren, and give thee a plcafant land, a goodly heri-

4 tape, of the hofts of nations ? and 1 faid, Thou (halt

4
call me, My Father, and fhalt not turn away from

4 me.'

Ifai. liv. i 14.

—

' Sing, O barren, thou that

* didft not bear : break forth into finging, and cry

4 aloud, thou that didft not travail with child : for

4 more are the children of the defolate than the chil-

* dren of the married wife, faith Jehovah. Enlarge

4 the place of thy tent, and let them ftretch forth the

4 curtains of thine habitations. Spare not ; lengthen

4 thy cords, and ftren'gthen thy flakes : For thou (halt

4 break forth on the right-hand and on the left ; and

4 thy feed fliall inherit the Gentiles, and make the defo-

( late cities to be inhabited. Fear not, for thou fhak

* not be afhamed : neither be thou confounded ; for

4 thou {halt not be put to fhxme : For thou {halt forget

6 the fhame of thy youth, and {halt not remember the

1 reproach of thy widowhood any more. For thy

e Maker is thine hufband; Jehovah of Hofts is his

4 name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Ifrael;

6 the God of the whole earth fliall he be called.

4 For Jehovah hath called thee, as a woman
4 furilikcn and grieved in Ipirit, and a wife ol

6 youth.
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youth, when thou waft refufed, faith thy God. For

a fmall moment have I forfaken thee ; but with great

mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath 1 hid

my face from thee for a moment ; but with ever

ing kindnefs will I have mercy on thee, faith Jeho-

vah thy redeemer. For this is as the waters of

Noah unto me : for as I have fworn that the waters

of Noah fliould no more go over the earth ; fo have

I fworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor

rebuke thee. For the mountains (hall depart, and

the hills be removed ; but my kindnefs fliall not de-

part from thee, neither (hall the covenant of my
peace be removed, faith Jehovah, that hath mercy

on thee.

' O thou afflicted, toffed with tempefts, and not

comforted, Behold, I will lay thy ftones with fair co-

lours, and lay thy foundations with fapphires. And

I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of

carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleafant Hones.

And all thy children fliall be taught of Jehovah,

and great fhall be the peace of thy children. In

righteoufnefs (halt thou be eftablifhed : thou (halt be

far from oppreffion ; for thou (halt not fear : and

from terror ; for it fliall not come near thee.'

Ifai. xlix. 13 23.

—

' Sing, O heavens;

and be joyful, O earth ; and break forth into fing-

ing, O mountains : for Jehovah hath comforted

his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted.

But Zion faid, Jehovah hath forfaken me, and my
Jehovah hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget

her fucking child, that (he fliould not have compaf-

' (ion
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(ion on the Ton of her womb ? Yea, they may forget ;

yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven

thee upon the palms of my hands ; thy walls are

continually before me. Thy children (hall make

hafte : thy deftroyers, and they that made thee

wafte, (hall go forth of thee. Lift up thine eyes

round about, and behold ; all thefc gather themfelves

together, and come to thee. As I live, faith Je-

hovah, thou (halt furely clothe thee with them all,

as with an ornament ; and bind them on thee, as a

bride doth. For thy wafte and thy defolate places,

and the land of thy deftruction, (hall even now be

too narrow, by reafon of the inhabitants ; and they

that fwallowed thee up fhall be far away. The chil-

dren which thou malt have, after thou haft loft the

other, fhall fay again in thine ears, The place is too

ftrait for me : give place to me, that I may dwell.

Then (halt thou fay in thine heart, Who hath begot-

ten me thefe ; feeing I have loft my children, and

am defolate, a captive, and removing to and fro ?

and who hath brought up thefe ? Behold, I was left

alone ; thefe, where had they been ? Thus faith

Adonai Jehovah, Behold, 1 will lift up mine hand

to the Gentiles, and fet up my ftandard to the peo-

ple : and they (hall bring thy fons in their arms, and

thy daughters (hall be carried upon their (boulders.

And kings (hall be thy nurfing fathers, and their

queens thy nurfing mothers : they (hall bow down

to thee, with their face towards the earth, and lick

up the duft of thy feet ; and thou (halt know that

I am Jehovah : for they (hail not be afhamed that

wait for me/

Ifai.
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Iiai. Ixii. 2 5. 8 12. ' And the Gen-*

* tiles fnall fee thy righteoufnefs, and all kings thy

c glory ; and thou (halt be called by a new name,

' which the mouth of Jehovah fhall name. Thou
1 fhak alio be a crown of glory in the hand of Jeho-
6 VAii, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God-

< Thou (hah no more be termed Forfaken? neither

* fhall thy land any more be termed Defolate ; but thou

c (halt be called Heph-zi-bah, and thy land Beulah

:

< for Jehovah delighteth in thee, and thy land fhall

' be' married. For as a young man marrieth a virgin,

* fo fliall thy fons marry thee ; and as the bridegroom

* rejoicethbver the bride, (o fhall thy God rejoice over

* thee. Jehovah hath fworn by his right-hand, and

' by the arm of his ftrength, Surely, I will no more
1 give thy corn to be meat for thine enemies ; and the

' fons of the ftranger fliall not drink thy wine, for the

i which thou haft laboured. But they that have ga-

' thered it fliall eat it, and praife Jehovah ; and they

' that have brought it together, fliall drink it, in the

* courts of my holinefs.

' Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye
e the way of the people : Caft up, call: up the high-

' way ;
gather out the (tones ; lift up a flandard for

' the people.

* Behold Jehovah hath proclaimed unto the end

' of the would, fay ye to the daughter of Zion, Be-

' hold, thy falvation cometh : behold his reward is

' with him, and his work before him. And they fhall

* call them, The holy people, the redeemed ofJeho-

< vah ; and thou fhak be called, Sought out, A City

6 not forfaken.'

Ifui.
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Ifiii. lii. i, 2, 3. 9, 10.— ' Awake, awake, put on

* thy fbrength, put on thy beautiful garments, O Jem-
* falem, the holy city ; for henceforth there (hall no

f more come into thee the uncircumcifed, and the

' unclean. Shake thyfelf from the cluft : arife, and

* fit down, O Jerufalem : loofe thyfelf from the bands

* of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. For thus

c faith Jehovah, Ye have fold yourfelves for nought,

* and ye (hall be redeemed without money.

< Break forth into joy, fing together, ye wade places

( of Jerufalem : for Jehovah hath comforted his

e people, and hadi redeemed Jerufalem. Jehovah
c hath made bare his arm in the eyes of all the nations ;

* and all the ends of the earth (hall fee the faivation

* of our God.'

Ifai. lx. 1 22. 'Arife, fhine ! for thy light is come,

e and the glory of Jehovah is rifen upon thee. For be-

' hold, the darknefs (hall cover the earth, and grofs

6 darknefs the people : but Jehovah (hall arife upon

' thee, and his glory (hall be {zzi\ upon thee. And the

' Gentiles (hall come to thy light, and kings to the bright-

\ nefs of thy riling. Lift up thine eyes round about,

f and fee : all they gather themfelves together ; they

* come to thee. Thy fons (hall come from far, and

* thy daughters (hall be nurfed at thy fide. Then thou

f (halt fee, and flaw together, and thine heart (hall

5 fear, and be enlarged ; becaufe the abundance of the

\ fea (hall be converted unto thee—the forces of the

I
Gentiles (hall come unto thee — the multitude ot

4 camels (hall cover thee, the dromedaries of Michan

< and Ephah—all they from Sheba (hall come : They

* (hail bring gold and incenfe, and they fhall f

< forth



LECTURE JI. X^l

t forth the praifes of Jehovah. All the flocks of Kedar

' fhall be gathered together unto thee—the rams ofNe-
* baioth fhall minifter unto thee : They fhall come up
' with acceptance upon mine altar; and I will glorify

' the houfe of my glory. Who are thefe that fly as

* a cloud, and as the doves to their windows ?

' Surely the ifles fhall wait for me, and the fhips

f of Tarfhifh firft, to bring thy fons from far, their

6 filver and their gold with them, unto the name of

' Jehovah thy God, and to the Holy One of Ifrael,

* becaufe he hath glorified thee. And the fons of

ftrangers fhall build up thy walls, and their kings

c mall minifter unto thee : for in my wrath I fmote

' thee, but in my favour have I had mercy on thee.

* Therefore fhall thy gates be open continually ; they

c fhall not be fhut, day nor night ; that men may
f bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that

c their kings may be brought. For the nation and
c kingdom that will not ferve thee fhall perifh

; yea,

f thofe nations fhall be utterly wafted.— The glory

* of Lebanon (hall come unto thee ; the fir-tree, the

c pine-tree, and the box together, to beautify the place

' of my fanctuary : and I will make the place of my
* feet glorious. The fons alfo of them that afflicted

c thee, fhall come bending unto thee ; and all they

f that defpifed thee, fhall bow themfelves down at

* the foles of thy feet ; and they fhall call thee,- The
c City of Jehovah, the Zion of the Holy One of
c
Ifrael. Whereas thou haft been forfaken znd hated,

f fo that no man went through thee, I will make thee

1
an. eternal excellency, a joy of many generations.

' Thou (halt alfo fuck the milk of the Gentiles, and

Vol. T. T • [hak
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4
fhalt fuck the bread of Kings : and thou (halt know

4 that I Jehovah am thy Saviour, and thy Redeemer
4 the Mighty One of Jacob. For brafs I will bring

* gold ; and for iron I will bring filver ; and for wood,
4 brafs ; and for (tones, iron : I will alfo make thy
4 officers peace, and thine exactors righteoufnefs.

' Violence (hall no more be heard in thy land, waft-

4 ing nor deftruction within thy borders ; but thou

* fhalt call thy walls, Salvation, and thy gates, Praife.

4 The fun (hall no more be thy light by day, neither

' for brightnefs (hall the moon give light unto thee

;

* but Jehovah (hall be unto thee an everlafting light,

* and thy God thy glory. Thy fun (hall no more go
4 down, neither (hall thy moon withdraw itfelf : for

* Jehovah mall be thine everlafting light, and the

* days of thy mourning (hall be ended. Thy people

* alfo (hall be all righteous ; they (hall inherit the land

4 for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of

4 my hands, that 1 may be glorified. A little one (hall

1 become a thoufand, and a fmall one a ftrong nation

i —1 Jehovah will haften it, in his time.'

Ifai. Ixvi. 10 13. iS 22.

—

4 Rejoice ye

4 with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that

4 love her ; rejoice for joy with her, all ye that

4 mourn for her : That ye may fuck and be fatisfied

4 with the breads of her confolations ; that ye may
4 milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of

4 her glory. For thus faith Jehovah, Behold I will

4 extend peace like a river, and the glory of the Qcn-

4 tiles like a flowing dream : then (hall ye fuck, ye

4 (hall be borne upon her fides, and dandled upon her

4 knees. As ore whom his mother comforteth, (l^ will

4
1 COHlfoil

'
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< I comfort you ; and ye (hall be comforted in Jeru-
1 faiem. It fhall come, that I will gather all nations

' and tongues ; and they mall come and fee my glory.

' And I will fet a fign among them : and I will fend

* thofe that efcape of them unto the nations—to Tar-

' fhifh, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow—to Tubal

' and Javan—to the ifies affar off—that have not heard

* my name, neither have feen my glory— and they

' fhall declare my glory among the Gentiles. And
( they (hall bring all your brethren for an offering unto
e Jehovah, out of all nations, upon horfes, and in

* chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon
e fwift beads, to my holy mountain Jerufalem, faith

' Jehovah ; as the children of Ifrael bring an offer-

' ing in a clean veffel into the houfe of Jehovah.
* And I will alfo take of them for priefts, and for Le-
e vites, faith Jehovah. For as the new heavens,

' and the new earth, which I will make, fhall remain

' before me, faith Jehovah—fo fhall your feed and
* your name remain.'

Ifai. xi. ii, 12, 13.

—

f And it fhall come to pafs

* in that day, that Jehovah fhall fet his hand again
6 the fecond time, to recover the remnant of his people,

which fhall be left from AfTyria, and from Egypt,

* and from Pathros, and from Cufh, and from Elam,

' and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the

' ijflahds of the fea. And he fhall fet up an enfign for

' the nations, and fhall affemble the outcafts of Ifrael,

' and gather together the difperfed of Judah, from the

' four corners of the earth. The envy alfo of Ephraim
* fhall depart, and the adverfaries of Judah fhall be

T 2 < cut
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1 cut off; Ephraim fhall not envy Judah, and Judah
c fhall not vex Ephraim.'

Micah vii. 15.— i According to the days of thy

' coming out pf the land of Egypt, will I (hew him
' marvellous things.'

Ifai. xi. 15, 16.

—

i And Jehovah (hall utterly

* deftroy the tongue of the Egyptian fea : and with

1 his mighty wind fhall he fhake his hand over the

' river, and fliall fmite it in the feven dreams, and

< make men go over dry-mod. And there fhall

' be an high-way for the-remnant of his people, which

' fliall be left from AfTyria ; like as it was to Ifrael, in

f the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.'

Jer. xxiii. 3, 4. 7, 8

—

f And I will gather the rem-
c nant of my flock, out of all countries whither I have

* driven them, and will bring them again to their

c folds ; and they fhall be fruitful, and increafe. And
' I will fet up fhepherds over them, who fhall feed

c them : and they fhall fear no more, nor be difmayed,

* neither fliall they be lacking, faith Jehovah.
4 Therefore, behold the days come, faith Jehovah,

c that they fliall 110 more fay, Jehovah liveth, who
' brought up the children of Ifrael out of the land of

Egypt; but Jehovah liveth, who brought and who
c led the feed of the houfe of Ifrael, out of the land
e of the north-country, and from all countries whither

< I had driven them; and they fhall dwell in their

* own land.'

Hofea ii. 14, 15, j6,— f Therefore, behold I will

* allure her, and bring her into the wildernefs, and

ak comfortably unto her. And I will give her

' her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor
' for
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e for a door of hope ; and fhe fhall ling there as in

' the days of her youth, and as in the day when (he

' came up out of the land of Egypt.

( And it liall be at that day, faith Jehovah, that

' thou (halt s all me Ifhi ; and (halt call me no more

« Baali.

8 For I frill take away the names of Baalim out of

€ her rh )uth, and they ihall no more be remembered
6 by their name.'

Amos ix. 14, 15.— c And I will bring again the

c captivity of my people of Ifrael, and they fhall build

e the wafte cities, and inhabit them ; and they (hall

' plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they

* fhall alfo make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.

' And I will plant them upon their land, and they

' (hall no more be pulled up out of the land which I

' have given them, faith Jehovah, thy God.'

Zech. x. 6 10. ' And I will itrengthen the

* houfe of Judah, and I will fave the houfe of

' Jofeph, and I will bring them again to place

4 them ; for I have mercy upon them : and they

' fhall be as though I had not call them off: for

* I am Jehovah, their God, and will hear them.

) And they of Ephraim fliall be like a mighty man,
f and their hearts fhall rejoice as through wine ; yea,

' their children fhall fee it, and be glad ; their heart

' Ihall rejoice in Jehovah. I will hils for them, and

* gather them ; for I have redeemed them, and they
'* mall increafe as they have increafed. And I will fow
f them among the people : and they fhall remember

* me in far countries, and they fhall live with their

* children^ and turn again.

< I will
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1
I will bring them again alfo nut of the land of

c k'gypt, and gather them out of A ffyria ; and I will

* brins; them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon ;

c and place mail not be found for them.*

Joel iii. 17. 20, 21.

—

e So fhall ye know that I am
* Jehovah, your God, dwelling in Zion, my holy

' mountain : then fhall Jerufalem be holy, and there

(hall no ftrangers pafs through her any more. But

c Judah mall dwell for ever, and Jerufalem from

' generation to generation. For I will cleanfe their

* blood that I have not cleanfed : for Jehovah
' dwelleth in Zion/

Obad. 17. 19, 20, 21 . — c Upon Mount Zion (hall

' be deliverance, and there (hall be holinefs ; and the

* houfe of Jacob fhall poffefs their poffeffions. And
* they of the fouth fhall poffefs the mount of Efau ;

* and they of the plain, the Philiftines : and they fliall

' poffefs the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Sa-

' maria : and Benjamin fliall poffefs Gilead. And
' the captivity of this hoft ofthe children of Ifrael fliall

* poffefs that of the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath :

* and the captivity of Jerufalem, which is in Sepharad,

* fliall poffefs the cities of the fouth. And faviours

c
ftiall come upon Mount Zion, to judge the Mount

* of Efau; and the kingdom "fliall be Jehovah's.'

Zeph. iii. 13 20.

—

c The remnant of Ifrael

* fliall not do iniquity, nor fpeak lies ; neither fliall a

e deceitful tongue be found in their mouth : for they

* fliall feed and lie down, and none fliall make them

* afraid. Sing, O daughter of Zion ; fhout, O Ifrael

;

' be glad and rejoice with all thy heart, O daughter

<of
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' of Jerufalem. Jehovah hath taken away thy judg*

' merits, he hath call out thine enemy : the king of

' Ifrael, even Jehovah, is in the midft of thee : thou
c

flialt not fee evil any more. In that day it ftiail be

f faid to Jerufalem, Fear thou not : and to Zion, Let
* not thine hands be flack. Jehovah thy God, in

' the midft of thee, is mighty : he will fave, he will

' rejoice over thee with joy ; he will reft in his love;
e he will joy over thee with finging. I will gather them
* that are forrowful for the folemn affembly, who are

* of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.

' Behold, at that time, I will undo all that afflict

* thee : and I will fave her that halteth, and gather

* her that was driven out : and I will get them praife

' and fame in every land where they have been put to

* fhame.

' In that time I will bring you again, even in the

f time that I gather you : for I will make you a name
i and a praife among all people of the earth, when
' I turn back your captivity befo;e your eves, faitH-

6 Jehovah.*

Zech. ii. 10 13.— Sing and rejoice, O daugh-

' ter of Zion ; for lo I come, and I will dwell in the

* midft of thee, faith Jehovah. And many nations

' (hall be joined to Jehovah in that day, and mail be

' my people; and I will dwell in the midft of thee;

' and thou flialt know that Jehovah of hafts hath.

* fcnt me unto thee. And Jehovah {hall inherit

< Judah his portion in the holy land, and ihall ch

Jeintfalem again. Be filent, Oallflcfli, before Js-

I hovah, lor he is railed up out of his ...... ,i

' tion/

Zech.
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Zech. viii. 20 23.

—

c Thus faith Jehovah of

hofts, It fliall yet come to pafs that there mall come

people, and the inhabitants of many cities : And the

inhabitants, of one city (hall go to another, faying,

Let us go fpeedily to pray before Jehovah, and to

feek Jehovah of hofts ; I will go alfo. Yea, many

people and ftrong nations (hall come to feek Jehovah

of hofts in Jerufalein, and to pray before Jehovah.

Thus faith Jehovah of hofts; In thofe days it fnall

come to pafs, that ten men out of all languages of the

nations, even (hall take hold of the (kirt ofhim that is

a Jew, faying, We will go with you: for we have

heard that God is with you.'

Zech. xiv. 10, 11.— ' All the land fliall be turned

as a plain fromGeba to Rimmon, fouth of Jerufalem :

and it fhall be lifted-up and inhabited in her place,

from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the nrft gate,

unto the corner gate; and from the tower of Hana-

neel unto the king's wine-prefibs. And men fnall

dwell in ir, and there (hall be no more utter deftruc-

tion ; but Jerufalem fliall be {afely inhabited/

Micah iv. 1 4. 6, 7.

—

l But in the laft days it

fliall come to pafs, that the mountain of the houfe

of Jehovah fliall be eilablifhed in the top of the

mountains, and it fliall be exalted above the hills.;

and people iliaii flow unto it. • And many nations

(hall come, and fay, Come, and let us go up to

the mountain of Jehovah, and to the houfe of the

God of Jacob, and he will teach us of Iris ways,

and we will walk in his paths : for the law fhall gp

forth of Zion, and the word ofJehovah from Jeru-

falem. . And he fliall judge among many people, and

* rebuke
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* rebuke ftrong nations afar off; and they fliall beat

' their fwords into plow-fliares, and their fpears into

1 pruning-hooks : nation (hall not lift up a fword

' againft nation, neither fliall they learn war any more.

' But they mail fit every man under his vine, and

* under his fig-tree ; and none mall make them afraid :

* for the mouth of Jehovah of hofts hath fpoken

* it. In that day, faith Jehovah, will I affemble her

* that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out,

* and her that I have afflicted ; and I will make her

f that halted a remnant, and her that was can. far off a

* ftrong nation : and Jehovah fliall reign over them

* in Mount Zion, from henceforth, even for ever.'

I have now laid before you the glorious Charter by

which the children of Ifrael and Judah fhall poffefs

the land of Canaan. I have compiled the whole (ex-

cept the introductory paffage, and one befides) out of

the prophecies of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hofea,

Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Micah, Zephaniah, and

Zechariah.

All the paffages I have cited are found in thirty-

feven chapters, and in two hundred and fifty-nine

verfes ; which were written by eleven different men :

but all evidently relate to the fame events, and were

dictated by the fame Spirit.

Were I particularly to expatiate upon all thefe paf-

fages, it would require months, if not years, to go

through the work ; but a few fliort obfervations upon

thefe glorious promifes mud fuffice—with which I fliall

conclude the prefent Lecture.

Vol. I. U j. All
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i. All thefe promifes are of the abfolute kind—not

one here recited being conditional : for every holy

temper and difpofition which the firft covenant re-

quired, are promifed in this. And by this mark the

promifes of the fecond covenant may be exactly and

clearly diftinguifhed from thofe of the firft.

2.We are exprefly told, that if that firft covenant had

been faultlefs, then fhould no place have been fought

for the fecond—and that the new covenant fhall not be

according;; to the covenant that was made with Ifrael's

tribes, when God took them by the hand to bring

them out of Egypt ; but fhall be a better covenant,

eftablifhed upon better promifes.

But the only fault of the firft covenant that I can

perceive is, that there was no fufEcient fecurity on the

people's part, that they fliould certainly keep it : For

I have already proved, that every bleffing that God

could bellow, in the prefent or future life, was pro-

mifed to them in that covenant conditionally; and bet-

ter promifes can never be given to any people than

this

—

I will be their God, and they Jkall be my people.—

-

This was promifed to Ifrael in the firft covenant, upon

this condition, that they would walk in the ftatutes of

Jehovah, and keep his commandments, and do

them : but in the fecond or new covenant, it is abfo-

lutely promifed that they JJnill walk in his ftatutes, and

keep his commandments, and do them ; and that he

will be their God, and that they fhall be his people,

for ever. I have fhewed in my laft Lecture, that it

was poffible for the people to have kept the firft co-

venant, becaufe feme of them did; but it was not

certain that they would, as a body, keep h3
though

they
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they promifed fo to do. The fact is, they broke it

{o often, till at laft it became ufelefs ; and is now for

ever diffolved, as you have heard. But Jems Chrift

himfelf will be the Mediator of the fecond covenant,

as Mofes was of the firft ; and will beiides fuflain a

character with refpect to this, that Mofes was not able

to fuftain with refpect to the former covenant; viz.

that of a Surety. Chrift will engage that Ifrael and Ju-

dah fliall love, fear, ferve and obey Jehovah conti-

nually ; and that they fliall never turn away from him

more. This Mofes was not able to do.

3. It is evident that the words firft and fecond cove-

nants, have a mutual regard one to the other : the

fecond implies a firft—both refpeft the fame people and

nation—as muft be evident to the lead obfervation.

Thefecond, it is faid, fliall be made with the houfe of

Ifrael, [and with the houfe of Judah, in days that fliall

come, when their captivity fliall be returned—the firft

was made with their fathers, when they came out of

Egypt

—

the firft was a marriage-covenant between

God and the Ifraelites, whereby they became his pe-

culiar people. This they brake, and therefore that

covenant-relation was dilfolved, and they have been

rejected from being his people : But when God fliall

bring them into the bond of the new-covenant, they

fliall become his people again, and fliall go aftray no

more.

4. It mint, I think, be evident to all confidei'ate

men, that Ifrael and Judah mult be taken literally,

and not figuratively, in thefe promifes. For, alas !

what wild work fliould we make, if we fliould attempt

to figure or Spiritualize away thefe names and pro-

U 2 mifes !
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mifes ! If by Ifrael, we mould fuppofe the faithful of

all nations were meant, what could we imagine is

intended by Judah, in diftin&ion from Ifrael ? They

are fpoken of as having been two peoples and nations ;

but is this true of the faints ? They are fpoken of as

thofe who had broken God's covenant, and, in confe-

quence thereof had, for a long time, been rejected

and cad off, and were not confidered as his people,

but were forfaken of him : but has this been the cafe

with thofe who may be called the fpiritual feed ? God

forbid.—Have they been caft off, forfaken, and put

away ? Both faith and reafon revolt at the idea. But

all thefe things are true of Ifrael and Judah, after the

flefh. Befides, if we fpiritualize Ifrael and Judah

away to mean the elect of God, or the faithful among

all nations ; who are their fathers that came^out of the

land of Egypt ? What an abfurdity, to fuppofe the

rebellious Ifraelites the fathers of all true Chriftians !

But the bare mentioning of thefe abfurdities, and a

thoufand others that would arife upon the fuppofition

that Ifrael and Judah in thefe promifcs, are only

to be underftood fpirkually, is a fufficient confutation

of them. Nothing can be more evident than that

Ifrael and Judah arc to be taken for the natural de-

fendants of the twelve tribes of Jacob, who were

divided into two nations in the days of Rehoboam

and Jeroboam, and have never fince been united ;

but (hall be united together in the new covenant, no

more to be divided again for ever ; and fhall alfo, at

the fame time, be joined to Jehovah, in a perpetual

covenant, that {hall never be forgotten on either f:de ;

as
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as the former covenant was, by the people of Ifrael

and Judah both.

5. It naturally and neceffarily follows from what

has been faid, that thefe glorious promifes have never

yet been fulfilled ; the new covenant, fpoken of by

the prophets, has never yet been made with Ifrael or

Judah, far lefs with any other nation or people. For

if St. Paul defcribed this aftoniming event as future,

in his day, we may fay the fame at this time ; as no

event has taken place fince, that can, in the lead,

juftify the idea that the new covenant is made, or that

the blefiings of the fame have yet been bellowed on

any nation under heaven.—It is true that the old cove-

nant, that was decaying, waxing old, and was then

tendered ufelefs, and was ready to vanifh away when

St. Paul wrote, is now totally vanifhed away, and for

ever abolifhed ; but the new covenant, of which he

fpake in oppofition to the old, is not yet made : but,

Behold the days come when it fliall be made with the

houfe of Ifrael, and with the houfe of Judah, as God

hath fpoken by the prophets.

6. It has been the common opinion that the Chrif-

tian church (lands in this new covenant ; but, in that

cafe, there could have never happened a general defec-

tion and apoftacy, as both Chrifl and his apoftles foretold

would happen, and which has happened : for the new

or fecond covenant positively declares, that there fhall

be no more fuch turning away ; that God's fear fliall

be put in the hearts of the people with whom this cove-

nant (hall be made, fo that they (hall not depart from

him : and his Spirit, and his words, (hall not depart out

©f the mouth of that people nor out of the mouth of

their
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their feed, nor out of the mouth of their feed's feed,

from henceforth and for ever, faith Jehovah.—But can

the Chriftian church fay, that God's Spirit and words

have never been taken away ? Where is the ancient

glory of the Lefler Afia, and the churches in that

quarter? Is it not gone, and wholly obfeured ? Did

not Jefus threaten the church of Ephefus, to remove

the candleftick out of its place, except (lie repented ?

a plain proof that there was a defect even in her, and.

that flie was not infallibly fecured. The very churches

planted by the apoftles have many of them fallen,

and at prefent exiil no more ; and where the form of

fome of them feems to remain, as in the churches of

Rome and Conftantinople, the Spirit and the word

of God are taken away from them. And where are

the famous churches of Jerufalem, Alexandria, and

Antioch ? they have not even an exiitence. And has

not the whole Chriflian church, at large, greatly

depreciated, and fallen from its firft original glory ?

But this could not have been, if the new covenant had

been in force. In truth, this glorious covenant needs

only to be read, and attentively confidered, to prove,

that, as yet, it never did exifl : But when it (hall be

made, it will be an abfolute covenant, and mail never

be broken. It may be confidered as the immutable

will of God respecting the tribes of Jacob— I could

give many fcores of proofs that this covenant has never

yet been made; which will readily occur to any per-

fon that confiders the promifes of it with exactnefs

:

As, that they (hall no more teach every man his

neighbour and brother to know the Lord ; for all

lhail know him, from the leaft of them unto the

greateft
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greateft of them, 8cc. Evil beafts fhall ceafe out of the

land ; all envy and animofity (hall be deftroyed, &c.

—Thcfe promifes (hall be fulfilled in the glorious

IVlillenium, at which period this covenant fhall be

made.

7. And yet it may be obferved, that one of the

greateft fources of difputes amongft Chriftians, in our

days, arifes from not underftanding this covenant

:

one party fuppofes it conditional, and fpeak bitterly

againft the idea of an abfolute covenant. I once

heard one of the leaders of this party expreily declare,

that there was not one abfolute, unconditional promife,

in the whole Bible ; and I have heard thofe on the

other fide frequently teftify their averfion to all con-

ditional promifes, and that all the promifes of the new

covenant were abfolute. But both parties have fup-

pofed themfelves to be in it at this time ; in which both

miftake. And it is indeed hard to tell which of- the

two grand parties, into which the Chriftian church

feems to be divided, have made the greateft miftakes.

There are vail numbers of conditional promifes in

Scripture ; and it would be exceeding difficult to

prove that any nation or church have, as yet enjoyed,

any other but fuch : and yet it is as plainly evident, that

all which I have cited in this Lecture, are of a con-

trary tenor, and mud have their accomplishment in

due time.

8. It is therefore to be obferved, that the new co-

venant will be a new difpenfation, different from all

that have ever been, and fuited to that glorious Rate

which fhall take place under the government of the

L'Jid. And it may be obferved; that God hath con-

flantly,
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dandy, from the beginning, varied his difpenfations/

according to the feafons and men's circumftances, and

his good pleafure ; and all have had their ufe. One

of God's defigns has evidently been to raife a race of

kinos and priefts, and fit them for thrones, crowns,

and kingdoms, and to bring them to the higheft pitch

of virtue : therefore, conditional covenants have been

given, and the greateft temptations have been permit-

ted, and the faithful have been exercifed with the

foreft trials ; all as means of their greateft perfection.

But when this defign is accomplifhed, the tempter will

be confined, afflictions and troubles will ceafe on earth,

and an abfolute covenant will be fubftituted in the

place of fuch as are conditional : for then another de-

fign is to be fulfilled ; viz. that of the earth being fil-

led with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the

waters cover the fea ; and all nations fhall ferve him,

and all kings fhall obey him.

While conditional covenants, and a ftate of tempta-

tations continue, the number of the fubjects of Jefus,

that endure to the end, will be always fmall ; but

then their virtue will be eminent, in proportion to

their ftate of trial. But when Chrift (hall come, and

fatan fhall be bound, trials and temptations ceafe, and

the new and abfolute covenant fhall be made; his

converts (hall be as the drops of morning-dew, and

the multitude of his fubjecls (hall far exceed all that

ever fell facrifices to the tyrants, Sin, Death, and the

Devil.

9. Some, in order to invalidate the abfolute nature

of thefe promifes of grace, have obferved, that the

commands of God to Jfrael, by Moles, run much in

the
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tlie Tame (tile with fome of thefe promifes—As, " ye

mall love the Lord your God, and ferve him only
; ye

ihall fear the Lord your God, and ferve him, and fvvear

by his name ; you mail diligently keep the command-

ments of the Lord your God, and his teftimonies, and

his ftatutes, which he hath commmanded, &c."— Yet,

fay they, lfraeldidnot do fo ; and therefore thefe pro-

mifes may be only confidcred as commands to obedi-

ence, and promifes of bleiTings to fuch as obev, which

yet may not be abfolute promifes. To this I anfwer,

that though commands and prophecies are frequently

exprefled in the fame words ; yet every rational perfon

can eafily difcern which is intended in any paiTage

of Scripture. And there is the greateft poffible dif-

ference between them in this refpect ; that whereas the

commands of God have been, and may be broken,

by his creatures, the prophecies never can be broken.

Now, as all thefe promifes which I have cited to you,

are prophecies, and as fuch, delivered and recorded by

God's authority ; they cannot fail, but muit all be ful-

filled in their feafon, and are predictions of events

that fhall certainly came to pafs.

10. That the bielTings of the firft and fecond cove-

nant were of the fame nature, i. e. containing both

temporal and fpiritual good things, is evident from

this fingle confideration (as well as many others) that

if that firft covenant had beea faultlefs (or been kept)

then mould no place have been fought for the fecond ;

whereas, if the firft contained only temporal bleiTings,

upon condition of obedience, there was immediate

need of the fecond ; for finful men always flood in

greater need of fpiritual than of temporal bleiTings.

Vol. I. X ii. When
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ii. When I fay that the Herrings of the new (

venant are abfohue, and the promifes are uncondi-

tional, I would not be underftood to intimate that God'

prdmifes to pour his bleffingS upon people whether

they obey him or not : but whereas in the firft cove-

nant the bleffings were promifed upon condition that

they would be obedient, in the new covenant it is de-

clared that they (hall be willingly obedient, and (hall

be abundantly bleffed : and he that hath promifed

that they (hall be fo, knows how to brinp- them to be

fo, without deftrOying their moral agency.

1 2. Some have been of opinion, that this new cove-

nant is the prefent gofpel-difpenfation, as diftinguifhed

from what they call the legal-difpenfation : but the

contrary is evident, partly from what has been faid,

and partly from this confideration, viz. that had the

firil covenant been kept faultlefs, there never had

been any place fought (or found) for the fecond ; but

had Ifrael, as a people, kept the firil covenant as

blamelefly as Caleb and Jofhua did, their obedience

could never have rendered the coming and death of

Chrift in the lead unnecefTary, as fin had entered the

world, and the Meffiah had been promifed long before;

and thofe promifes could not be difannulled by any

after tranfaction : befides Chrift Jefus had many im-

portant defigns to fulfil, which made his coming into

the world and his death neceflary : but the new cove-

nant was only nccelTary becaufethe fait had been bro-

rmaliy diflblved. .But no covenants that

i were made, or propofed, between God and men,

obierved, had any tendency to fct alide

God,

s
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God's counfels of love and grace towards fallen men,

or to render the amazing procefs of Jefus unncceffary.

For as all the covenants we read of in the Scripture-

between God and his creatures, conhdered man as

fallen, and were defigned as means to raife him up,

and Hi. at mercy on the part of God ; it is evi-

dent, that all covenants, whether made with men fia-

gly, or with the nation of Ifracl at large, ftood con-

nected with the grand defign of God to fave man-

kind, and were propofed in a way of grace and mercy,

through Chrift, by whofe mediation all bleffings

come to fallen men. So that the view of the cove-

nants far from tending to depreciate the Saviour,

tends to exalt him, and his undertaking, in the higheft

degree.

13. Among the many diftinct covenants mentioned

in the Scriptures, I have only fpoken of thofe which

are called, the firjl and the fecond, as belonging to

the fame people : the flrft of which was made at Sinai,

has been broken, and was finally diflblved ; the fe-

cond mall be made in the mountain of the Lord's

houfe, when he mall appear in his glory, and Ifracl

and Judah fhall again become his covenant-people.

14. Thefe glorious promifes all belong to the latter

days, the time of the kingdom of the Memah.

15. The reftoration of the whole twelve tribes isnro-

mifed : they are never more to be two nations : they

are to poffefs the fame country that was promiled to

their fathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, from which

they mall never more be caft out, 'till the great con-

flagration of all things. They mall be an holy peo-

ple
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pie to the Lord, and fhall never more defile the!*
4

land with their idolatries or other iniquities. They

iliall be a mod flouriihing people, and highly efteern-

ed of all nations, and beloved of God. How thefe

great events fhall be accomplished, will be the fubjects

of the following; Lectures. At this time I fhall add

no more.

END OF THE SECOND LECTURE.
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The return of the Jezvs to their own land is certain :—It Is

highly probable that the Turkijh empire Jhall be weak-

ened, but not dejlroyed, in order for this long- expect:J,

event to take place.—The manner in which they ,

fettle the country at firft.
—TheyJlmll dwell veryjccurely.

—After a time, their enemiesjhall combine againjl them

;

many nationsftall join one leader, fuppofed to be the

Grand Turk, or chiefprince of the Mahometans.—This

army jloall pafs through the land of Ifrael like a furious

Jlorm ; Jloall prevail-, and even take the city Jeruf

and jhall reduce the inhabitants to a jlate of the greatejl

dijlrefs : But at the laft, deliverance Jhall come fuMenly

and unexpectedly.— Why God jhall fujfer this dreadful

fcene to take place, after the return of the Jews to theh

ozvn laud.

OTHING need to be more plainly declared

than this : viz. That the Jews mall certainly

return to and pofTefs their own land again ; notwith*

{landing their long captivity, and utter difperfion.

—

Mofes, that great prophet, fpake of both thefe events

in fundry places ; and exprefly declared that they

fhould take place in the latter days : See Lev. xxvi.

Deut. iv. 25 31. Deut. xxviii. xxix. xxx.

It is certain that the Lord hath fulfilled his threat-

enings, in a moft awful and exemplary manner; and

there can therefore be no reafon to doubt but he

will fulfil his promifes as literally, exactly, and fully,

in their due time. Many of tl have been

Vol. I, Y Lid
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laid before you in the lail Lecture ; enough to Con*

vince any perfbn who believes the Scriptures, that the

time will certainly come, when the people that have

been long fcattered among the nations of the earth,

and have been a prove)

b

—a by-word—and a curfi
—

according to the predictions of the prophets, (hall re-

turn to the land which God fvvare to Abraham, Jfaac,

and Jacob, and to their feed.

But the great obflacle which appears at preterit in

the way of the accomplishment of thefe prophecies, is,

the power of the Turks ; thofe greateft enemies both

to Jews and ChriRians, that are to be found on earth.

—

It is aftonifhing that fuch an enormous power as the

Turkifli empire mould rife from fuch fmall beginnings,

in fo fhoit a time ; but it was of God's fpecial permif-

fon, and according to the Revelation of St. John,

Rev. ix. 13 21.

The Turks came forth under four leaders, and were

tinted for an hour, and a day, and a month, and

a year, to flay the third part of men. This time, if it

be underltood prophetically, a day for a year, will

amount, in the whole, to three hundred and ninety

-

one years and fifteen days : and this was the limited

time for them to flay the third part of men. This was

C%e time which they were to prevail over, conquer,

and fubdue the dates profefling Chriftianity in the

:k, oreaftern Roman empire. And it is very re-

; ible, that the nail conqiieft. of the Othmans over

J
;

/. li ins, mentioned in biliary, was in the year of

[egi , and in the year of Chrifl 12S1 : for,

ic accurate hiftorian Saadi relates, in that year

Ortogru] crowned his victories, by tailing the fan

ci / K taiii from the Greeks. Reckon from that time

three
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three hundred and ninety-one years, and they will end

ia the year 1672; and in that year Mahomet the

Fourth took Cameniec from the Poles ; and forty -

eiglit towns and villages, in the territory of Cameniec,

were delivered up to the Sultan upon the treaty cf

peace. Since which, no city or province has been an-

nexed to the ancient bounds of the empire of the

Turks : For an hundred and feventeen years they have

been at a flay, and probably will never more prevail

againfl the Chriftian powers.

The Turks have been indeed the fecond woe ;

have nearly destroyed the Greek or Eaftern Church :

Yet the Weflern or Roman Church, which pretty well

cfcaped this dreadful deftruction, did not repent of the

works of their hands ; the Church of Rome hath ftill

continued to worfhip demons, or fecond-mediator-

gods, even faints and angels, together with idols cf

gold, and filver, and brafs, and Hone, and wood

;

which neither can fee nor hear, nor walk ; notwith-

ftanding the plagues of the fecond or Turkifb wee,

brought upon the Greeks for thefe very crimes : there-

fore, as the Romans would not take warning by this

devaftation, the third, or laft wee fhall chiefly fall upon

them.

The Turks have made thegreatefl havock amongft

mankind that ever any nation did ; and have had the

mod numerous cavalry : and whether they were the

firrt inventors of gunpowder and cannon, or not

;

they certainly made great ufe of thefe instruments cf

death in their wars. Amurath the Second broke into

Peloponnefus, and took feveral places, by the means

of his artillery. But his fori Mohammed, at the fege

•f Condantinonle, (1453) made ufe of fuch great

Y 2 as
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as were never heard of before. One is defcribed to

have been of fuch a monftrous fize, that it was drawn

by feventy yoke of oxen and two thoufand men.

There were two more, that difcharged a (lone of the

weight of two talents. Others fent forth a ftone of the

weight of half a talent. But the greatefr. of all dif-

charged a ball of the weight of three talents, or about

three hundred pounds.

After battering the wall forty days by thefe guns,

the breaches became fo many, that the city was taken

by affauk, (May 24, 1453). and given up for three

days, to are, fword, and plunder; and an end was

then put to the Grecian empire.

The Turks, at prefent, have not only large pofTef-

fions in the fined part of Europe, but the land of

Egypt, and almoft all the countries that we read of in

Scripture, are fubjeel to their tyrannical power and go-

vernment ; and, in particular, all that country which

God promifed to Abraham and his feed, and which

they mall again poffefs in the latter days. This famous

land, of which I (hall have occafion to fpeak fo much

in thefe Lectures, is at prefent only an inconfiderable

ivince of the Turkilh empire.

This cruel power, of which Daniel fpeaks, under

the name of the King of the North, Daniel xi.

40 45. and St. John, under the name of the

four angels, bound in the great river Euphrates, and

which were loofed, by die Divine permiffion, as a ter-

rible flood, to punifh the idolatrous and wicked Chrif-

tians, Rev. ix. 13 21, has prevailed exceedingly,

and has increafed ; has long poffeffed the mod valua-

ble parts of the earth, and that land which God chofe,

above all others, as his peculiar delight, and the city

ia
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in which he placed his name of old, and will choofe

again.

Therefore, as this power has 'always been a great

enemy to the Jews, and having their land in poffef-

fion at this time, nothing can well be more evident,

than that the Turkifn power muft be greatly weakened

before the Jews can return to their country again,

and poffefs it. Unlefs, which is very improbable,

the Turks mould agree to give them the land of Pa-

leftine, upon condition of their being at amity with

them, during their wars with the Chriftians.

But I am moft ready to think that the Turkifh

power will be weakened by plagues, famines, earth-

quakes, and efpecially by dreadful wars with the

Chriftian nations ; fo that finally thofe who have over-

run fo many countries, will be compelled to yield

up many parts of their dominions, to preferve the reft

;

and perhaps may be again confined to their ancient

bounds, on the other fide of the Euphrates : by which

means the land of Canaan, or the country which God
promifed to Abraham and his feed, may eafily come

again into the pofTeffion of the Jews ; who, to this

prefent time, have a great predilection in favour of

their ancient inheritance ; are only fojourners in the

feveral countries where they dwell ; and generally

have all their property in moveables ; fo that they

may very foon return to their own land.— And
efpecially this event may be eafily accomplifhed,

if the nations that fhall weaken the Turks make this

one of their demands, viz. that they fhall yield up

the holy land to its rightful owners, the Jews, and

give liberty to that nation to pafs in fafety through their

dominions
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dominions, to re-poffefs the country which God Avars

to give to the patriarchs and' their pofterity.

God hath many ways to bring his purpofes to pafs.

He that called Cyrus by name, and raifed him up

to take Babylon, and to proclaim liberty to God's

captives to go free, not for price nor reward ; can

eaHIy arm fome power to crufh the Turks, and pro-

claim peace and liberty to the Jews. Happy will

that nation be, whom God will ufe to accompliili

fuch an important purpofe, as the return of the Jews

to their own land. But as God has mod certainly

promifcd, as we have (een. already, fohe will undoubt-

edly perform ; and woe to that people or nation that

will dare to rife up againft God, or feek to fruftrate

the defigns of Heaven, in favour of his ancient church

tf^d people. For he that formerly gave Egypt for

their ranfom, Ethiopia and Seba for them ; and de-

ftroyed all the nations that withftood, or fought to

hurt them; hath promifed them, faying, ' Therefore

* I will give men for thee, and people for thy life.

* Fear not, for I am with thee : I will bring thy feed

* from the eaft, and gather thee from the weft : I will

' fay to the north, Give up, and to the fouth, Keep
' not back : bring my fons from far, and my daughters

* from the ends of the earth :•' Ifai. xliii. 3——6.

And God threatens, in a fevere manner, deftrucftion

upon all their enemies, faying, e For the nation and

' kingdom that will not ferve thee fhall perilh ; yea,

c thofe nations (hall be utterly wafted :' Ifai. lx. 12.

It will be a wonderful work of God, to bring; the

Jews again out of all nations to their own land ; and

a more glorious work (till, to convert them to the

'. Ige and worfhip of the true God, and our

Saviour
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Saviour Jems Chrift : but he that hath fpokcn is able

to fulfil, he that hath promifed can perform.

When they (hall firft return to the land of Ifrael,

they (hall fettle it as a land of unwalled villages, ac-

cording to the cuftom of modern times and fettie-

ments ; very different from the ancient manner of

dwelling in walled cities ; this and many other cir-

cumftanees mentioned in the prophecies relating to

that event, plainly mew the whole to be yet unac-

complifhed.

I lhail now call your attention to a ferles of events

fpoken of by the prophets, which (hall happen after

the Jews mall have fettled again in the land of Palef-

tine, and are of great importance to attend to.

After the Jews mall have been gathered out of the

nations, and mall have fettled in their own land, and

dwelt peaceably, quietly, and fafely for a time

;

an unexpected and terrible florin (hall arife againtt

them, which fhall threaten to extirpate them from the

face of the earth ; and but for the fuoerintending hand

of God, which fhall manifest itfelf molt marvelloufly

on this occafion, nothing but utter ruin and entire

deftruction would be the fate of this people, after all

the wonderful deliverances which God hath wrou^hc

for them.

The nations around them will make a general com-

bination againfc them, when they leaft expect it, and

will gather a numerous and very formidable hofl to e

their definition : influenced chiefly by an avaricious

defire of pofiefnng themfelves of the immenfe wealth

which the Je.vs (hall have brought out of all countres,

and gathered together in the land of their poileiilon.

But as this aflonifhing event is clearly, abfoiutely,
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and minutely predicled by feveral prophets, under the

immediate infpiration of the Spirit of God, it will be

highly proper for us in this Lecture to confider the

feveral prophecies that relate to the fame, in order to

have all the light in this affair that we are able to

gain. I think the prophet Micah fpeaks of this

combination in the moft exprefs manner, in thefe

words :
e Now alfo many nations are gathered againft

f thee, that fay, Let her be defiled, and let our eye

\ look upon Zion. But they know not the thoughts
e of the Lord, neither underftand they his counfel :

c for he fhall gather them as the (heaves into the floor.

' Arjfe and threfh, O daughter of Zion : for I will

* make thine horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs

' brafs, and thou fhalt beat in pieces many people

:

{ and I will confecrate their gain unto Jehovah, and

6 their fubftance unto the Lord (or Jehovah) of the

' whole earth :' Micah iv. 11, 12, 13.

Here we may obferve : ift, That many nations

mall be gathered together againft Zion, or Jerufalem,

with full intention to lay the city wade and defolate.

2d, That they fhall not finally fuccecd and profper,

however confident they may be of fo doing ; as the

thoughts and counfel of Jehovah, which they know

not, and do not underftand, determine their utter

overthrow ; for which purpofe they are gathered as

fheaves into the floor. 3d, Judah, or the daughter of

Zion, fhall threflo, or as Zechariah expreffes it, fhall

fight at Jerufalem, and fhall poftefs the wealth of all

the heathen round about, which fhall be gathered

together for tint purpofe, gold, filver, and apparel

in great abundance. 4th, This vail gain fhall be

confecrated to Jehovah, and this great fubftarice to

his
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to his fervice, who fnall come at that time to be the

King and the Lord of the whole earth.

All which particular circumftances ihe\v that the

prophecy has not been fulfilled, and mud be referred

to that time, when the Lord (hall come to be kins;

ever all the earth, when there Jhall be one Lord, and

his name /ball be one.

But the prophets Ezekiel and Zechariah, fpeak

largely of this confederacy, and o£ the conlequences

of the fame, both to the Jews, and finally to the many

nations that (hall be gathered together. In this Lec-

ture we will endeavour to take a view of their pro-

phecies, Co far as they relate to the defcription of this

mighty army, and the diftreffes which mall almoft over-

whelm the Jewilh nation, before deliverance (hall arife.

Turn to Ezekiel xxxviii. 1 7.
—

' And
* the word of Jehovah came unto me, {aying

;

' Son of man, fee thy face again I
'

;, the land of

* Magog, the chief prince of Mcmech and Tubal,
c and prophefy againft him ; And fay; Thus faith

* Adonai Jehovah, Behold I am againft thee,

* O Gog, the chief prince of IvicGiech and Tubal.

* And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy

1 jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine

* army, horfes and horfemen, all of them clothed

( with all forts of armour, even a great company,

* with bucklers and fhields, all of them handling

' fwords. Perfia, Ethiopia, and Lybia with them

;

' all of them with fhield and helmet ; Gomer, and

' all his band>, the houfe of Togarmahi of the north

c quarters, and all his bands, and many people with

i thee. Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyu.1:",

Vql, I. Z ' thou
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* thou and all thy company that are affembled unto

' thee, and be thou a guard unto them.'

Here we have a (hiking defcription of the mighty

army, and the nations of which it fhall be compofed.

The whole of the nations profefling the Mahometan

faith, feem to be here included in particular, and many

people with them, who mall join their camp, in hopes

of [baring in the fpoiis of the Jews.

The chief' prince of Mefhech and Tubal, I take

to be the Grand Turk; and it feems evident to me

that Goo- and Magog here intend the Turks de-

{tended from the Mogul Tartars, who doubtlefs

are the defendants of the ancient Scythians, whofe

original anceftor is fupoofed to be Mago?, the fon

of Japheth. The Periians, Ethiopians and Lybians,

who, as well as the Turks, generally believe in

Mohammed, [bail be in this army ; and not only the

fouthern nations of Africa, but the northern tribes

of Afia, with their numerous bands, (hall come forth,

and join the flandard of the haughty Turk.

What farther convinces me that this is a defcrip-

tion of an eaftern camp, is, that it is reprefented as

Cdnllfting of cavalry, and not of infantry ; horfes and

borftmen, all of them clothed with all forts of armour,

tven a- great company with bucklers and. JhieUst all of

than hmiXtftg fwords.

Thefe who arc ever (o little acquainted with the

Tuvks, A t4bians, &c. mail know that they are

expert hodemer:, and have excellent horfes for the

pu.-poie of yvar j and that they have brought, and a~e

able to bring, immenfe armies of cavalry into the

iield. And further, St. John in the Revelations,

. defcribes
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dcfcribes the Turks as horfemen, and their number

as two hundred millions. Rev. ix. 16.

The army being evidently compofed of Mahomet-

ans, ranged under the flandard of the Grand Turk,

who is the greateft prince of that numerous party,

and moil likely of all others to take the lead in this

affair; we need not fpend any more time to enquire

into the particular nations that (hall aftemble on tins

occafion ; but pafs to consider the time when, and

the manner how, th'ev fiiall come up a^ainrt the land of

Ifrael. Ezek. xxxviii. 3, 9.
i After many days thou (halt

' be vifited : in the latter years thou (halt come into the

' land thatis brought back from the fwerd, and is gather-

4 edout of many people, a
1

gainft the mountains of Ifrael,

* which have been always wade : but it is brought

' forth out of the nations, and they [hall dwell fafeJy all

' of them. Thou (halt afcend, and come like a
( dorm, thou (halt be like a cloud to cover the land,

1 thou and all thy bands, and many people with

* thee.'

This remarkable prophecy points out the time in

a very particular manner, and by a great variety cf

expressions refers the whole to a future period. After

many days : this expreffion always intends in Scripture

a long feafon after the delivery of the prophecy :

and one would be ready to think, this alone would

have pointed out the time to be far cfcftant ; but for

the greater certainty and confirmation of the fenfe, it is

added, Lithe latter years, or the Laft times of the

world, thou jhalt come into the land that is brought back

from the fzvord. So that this fannus prophecy cannot

be fulfilled 'till the inhabitants of the land are in the

X 2 latter
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latter clays brought back from the devouring fvvord ; and

left this fhould not be particular enough to diftfnguifh

this remarkable return, it is farther faid, and is ga-

thered out of many people , which muft intend a return

of the Jews; flill future ; and to determine it the more

ftrongly, and to forbid our attempting to accommo-

date it to any paft event, the mountains of Ifrael are

defcribed as having been always wqfte, thereby plainly

pointing out that very long ftafe of difperfion-, which

the former inhabitants of that land have for many ages

pad experienced, and in which they iiill continue.

Ihe land lies comparatively wafte and defolate, and

is fo referved by the fpecial Providence of God, on

purpofe that it may be eafily repoiTcfTed by the Jews

at their return : and this defolate ftate hath laded for

fuch a long period, that it is called alzuays, and yet

that always fhall end before this dreadful attack ; for

it is exprefiy declared to be at the time when the peo-

ple are brought firth out of the nations, and jhall dwd\

fafely all of them. All thefe different expreflions make

the matter fo evidently and plainly future, that I need

not take up your time to advance any farther proofs

of k at prefenr.

But if it be future, it may be foon expected ; and

th.cn how vafxly important is the period to which we are

feoproaching ; and what great things are at the door !

lelity may laugh, and triumph for a time, but its

props will fall every year, till the whole fuperftruc~iure

(hall come down. This prophecy which I am con-

fidering, is yet future ; and when it (hall begin to be

lied, how plainly will it manifeft the omnifcience

of God, and the truth of Divine Revelation !

. What
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What a furprizing precision there is in this won-

derful prophecy, will more and more appear as we

fhail advance : the mod minute circumilances are

exprefly foretold, and (hall be exactly accomplifhed.

This army mail fuddenly collect together, when

the newly returned inhabitants are dwelling fafely,

and in the utmoft fecurity ; it Jhall afcend}
and come

like a Jlorm, and tike a cloud to cover the land ; the va3:

multitudes of armed horfemen, fuddenly ruining

upon the inhabitants of the land, thoughtlefs of the

danger, dwelling fecurely, and unprepared for refift-

ance ; I fay, this fudden attack may well be com-

pared to a dreadful ftorm, and the quick and univer-

fal fpread of the army through the land, may be likened

to a cloud that fhall cover and overfpread the coun-

try. Such a day of darknefs and gloominefs, of clouds

and thick darknefs, will the nation of the Jews expe-

rience, even after they have deemed their calamities

over and pad.

With this idea in your minds, turn to Jer. xxx.

and read it with attention ; and I doubt not you will

be greatly furprized at finding the order of thefe events

laid down there, exactly in the manner that I have

reprefented them.

ift, There is at the beginning of the chapter an

abfolute promife of the return of Ifrael and Judah to

their own land, and that they mail poiiefs it; and then,

2d, w : find a declaration immediately from the Lord,

of great trouble that fhall come upon them.

* And thefe are the words that Jehovah fpake

* concerning Ifrael and Judah. For thus faith Jeho-
( vah : We have heard a voice of trembling, of

* fear, and not of peace. Afk ye now, and fee whether

1 a man
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* a man doth travail with child ? Wherefore, do I fee

< every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman
* in travail, and all faces a:e turned into palenefs ?

' Alas ! for that day is great, fo that none is like it:

' it is even the time of Jacob's trouble ; but he fhall

* be faved out of it :' Jer. xxx. 4 7.

It is this circumftance that diibnguifhes this time

of trouble from all others that ever the children of

Jacob went through; that in the very feafon, when they

fhall give themfelves up for loft, when their bruife ap-

pears incurable, and their wound grievous ; when theie

is none to plead their caufe, none to bind up ; when

they have no healing medicines ; when all their lovers

and friends have forgotten them; when God will funer

them to be wounded with the wound of an enemy, the

chaftifement of a cruel one ; when their forrow fhall

be incurable; when all help fails : then [hail full deli-

verance come at once, in a molt furprizing and unex-

pected manner ; and they that devoured them fhall be

devoured : health (hall be reftored to them, and God

will heal their wounds, and give them peace for ever

;

ivill multiply them, and theyJhall not be few ; and will

aljo glorify them, and they JJoall not be fmall.—The fur-

prizing manner in which thefe wonders fhall be

wrought, and by what means, will be confidered

hereafter.

God is pleafed, by the prophet Ezekiel, to inform

us of the very motives that fhall induce this enemy of

Ifrael thus fuddenly to make war, and to ravage the

land in that terrible manner: Ezek. xxxviii. 10, 11,

12.

—

i Thus faith Adonai Jehovah; It fhal] alio

< come to pair, that at the fame time fhall things come
i into
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* into thy mind, and thou fhalt think an evil thought*

And thou fhalt fay, I will go up to the land of un-

i walled villages ; I will go to them that are at red,

* that dwell fafely, all of them dwelling without walls,

\ and having neither bars nor gates : To take a fpoil,

'•and to take a prey, to turn thine hand upon the deib-

* late places that are now inhabited, and upon the peo-

\
pie that are gathered out of the nations, which have

\
gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midft of

6 the land.'

This paffage is plain, and needs no comment ; and

is a declaration of the motives that (hall influence the

enemies of the Jews, and caufe them to gather fo fud-

denly, and in (uch va(t numbers ; viz. a defire to take

poiTeffion of the vaft riches of the people of Ifrael,

which they (hall bring from all places from whence

they fhali come : and for this purpofe, Gog and Ma-
gog, and the body of the nations (with fome excep-

tions) round about, (hall feek to take advantage of

the defencclefs and fecure ftate of the Ifraelites, to

plunder them of all their cattle and goods, ravage their

houfes, and abufe their perfons.

It is again repeated that this attempt will be made
againd the places that have long been defolate, that

then {hall be newly inhabited, and againit the people

that are gathered out of the nations ; to irnprefs deeply

upon our minds the certainty that this prophecy has not

yet been, but (hall be literally and exactly fulfilled.

The next words feem to imply that fome of the

neighbouring nations (hall refufe to join the ftandard

of the Turk, and lhall even laugh him to fcorn in his

unde; taking.--?*/*. 13.' Sheba and Dedan, and the mer-
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c chants of Tarihifh, with all the young lions thereof,

c
fhall fay unto thee, Art thou come to take a fpoil ?

6 haft thou gathered thy company to take a prey ? to

' carry away filver and gold, to take away cattle and

* goods, to take a great fpoil ?'—I think the language is

that of fircafm, irony, and fcorn ; and may, perhaps,

be fpoken by fome, who though they may make no at-

tempt to relieve the Jews, may be convinced in their

own minds, that God will not fuffer his ancient people,

whom he hath fp newly brought out of their long cap-

tivity, ana univerfal difperfion, to be deiiroyed, wholly

overcome, and difperfed again.

The prophecy of this confederacy is repeated again,

with fome intimations of God's great defigns in fuf-

fering this extraordinary event to take place : ver*

14 17.—'Therefore, fon of man, prophefy and.

' fay unto Gog, Thus faith Adonai Jehovah, In

4 that day, when my people of lfrael dwelleth fafely,

6 fhait thou not know it ? And thou (halt come from

\ thy place out of the north parts, thou and many peo-

c pie with thee, all of them riding upon horfes, a great

' company, and a mighty army. And thou (halt

c come up againft my people of lfrael as a cloud, to

f cover the land ; it fhall be in the latter days : and

c
I will bring thee againft my land, that the hea-

' then may know me, when I mall be fanclined in

* thee, O Gog, before their eyes. Thus faith Ado-
* nai Jehovah, Art thou he (or rather, thou art he)

c of whom I have fpoken of old time, by my fervants

{ the prophets of lfrael, who prophelied in thofe

* days many years, that I would bring thee againfl

< them ?'

I need
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I need not repeat, that this event is expreflv re-

ferred for the latter days, for the time when Ifrael (hall

dwell lafely in their own land; that this army (li all

come np fiercely, fuddenly, fwiftly, riding upon horfes,

a great and mighty company, allured by the hopes of

plunder, and fhall cover the land as a cloud. This

God hath faid, and it (hall not, cannot fail ; for

his words (hall be fulfilled : and this prophecy, fo very

particularly written fo many years ago, fhall be as

punctually accomplished, in the latter days, in the ap-

pointed time.

We are now, for the prefent, obliged to leave Eze*

kiel ; for though he is fo very particular in declaring

that Gog and his mighty army fhall come np, and

cover the land of Ifrael as a cloud, and fliall there be

deftroyed ; yet he doth not particularly defcribe the

victories that he fliall gain over the Jews, and the

amazing; ftate of diftrefs into which Ifrael fhall be

brought, before deliverance (hall come.

God doth not reveal all to one prophet, though

nothing that he reveals to one is ihconhftent with what

he reveals to another. And this is fuch an important

matter, that God hath fpoken of it not only by one,

but feveral of his prophets.

—

c Thou art he of whom
* I have fpoken of old by my fervants the prophets of
4
Ifrael, who propheiicd in thofe days many years,

* that I would biing thee againft them,'

Daniel the prophet fpeaks of this fame power

going < forth with great fury to deftroy, and utterly tp

1 make away many. And he fhall plant the taberna-

* cles of his palace between the feas, in the glorious

' hjly mountain ; and then there fliall be a time of

Vol, I. ^ a 'trouble,
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' trouble, fuch as never was fince there was a nation,

' even to that time :' See Dan. xi. 44, 45. xii. 1.—

-

What this trouble fhall be, Zechariah informs us par-

ticularly, faying, e And it mail come to pafs, that in all

' the land, faith Jehovah, two parts therein (hall be

* cut off, and die ; but the third part fhall be left

< therein. And I will bring the third part through the

< fire, and will refine them asiilver is refined, and will

* try them as gold is tried : they fhall call on my name,
( and I will hear them : 1 will fay, It is my people

;

* and they mall fay, Jehovah is my God. For be-

f hold the day of Jehovah cometh, and thy fpoil

' fhall be divided in the midft of thee. For I will ga-

' ther all nations againft Jerufalem to battle, and the

i city fhall be taken, and the houfes rifled, and the wo-

5 men ravifhed, and half of the city fhall go forth into

' captivity ; and the refidue of the people mall not be

c cut off from the city :' Zech. xiii. 8, 9. xiv. 1, 2.

This paffage, which I have quoted at large, informs

us, that this army fhall indeed come like a ftorm, and

a cloud, to cover the land—that death and deftruction

mall attend their march—that two-thirds of the inhabi-

tants of the land fhall be cut off, and fhall die—that

having ravaged and laid wafte the country, the cruel,

powerful, and numerous hofts, fhall invert: and befiege

Jerufalem, and fhall reduce it to very great extremities,

in a fhort time ; infomuch that it is thought by fome,

that many women fhall eat their own children ; and

that which happened in one inflance, when Titus be-

fieged the city, will be common in this dreadful fiege.

Nothing can be more evident dian that the city will

hold out to the lad extremity, and will refufe to fubmir

to
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to fuch cruel foes ; before whom devaluation and ruin

will have marched through the land. At length the

city will fall a prey, and probably fhall be taken by

ftorm, or force; for there is fufficient indication of

violence in the text ; for the houfes (hall be pillaged,

the women violated, and half of the city mail go forth

into captivity. O what a terrible time will this be !

No wonder Daniel defcribes it as a time ofgreat trouble
,

fuch as never was Jince there was a nation, even to that

fame time.

But that remarkable circumftance which diftinguifhes

this time of the taking of the city, from all other times

that ever it hath been taken, is, that the refulue ofthe peo-

plefhall not bt cut offfrom the city—that in the very ex-

tremity of the greateft trouble that any city ever expe-

rienced, fudden, unexpected, and total deliverance

fhall arife. This is fufficiently intimated by the red-

due of the people not being cut off from the city ; for

what would prevent an enraged, furious, and victorious

army from finifhing the conqueft, and depopulating the

city, but fome fudden deliverance, arifing from an un-

expected quarter, in the critical moment ?—And the

angel told the greatly-beloved prophet Daniel, that in

the very time of that greateft trouble that ever came

upon his people, they fhould be delivered : He is very

exprefs in faying—* And at that time thy people (hall

* be delivered, every one that is found written in the

' book.'

Let this circumftance be well obferved, and it will

fhew not only that the prophecy has never yet been ful-

filled, (which 1 think mult appear felf-evident;) but

that it is very important, and deferves to be attended

A a 2 to,
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to, by all who would with to underfland the prophetic

writings.

But by what amazing circumftance the enemies of

the Jews fliall be at once prevented from compleating

their barbarous and wicked defigns, and be flail? and

deftrcyed—the inhabitants of Jerufalem, and the whole

nation laved ; converted to the knowledge and worfhipof

the true God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift; made a holy

and happy people—fhall, by God's afliftance, be opened

and proved to you in the next Lecture. And I hope

you will never have cccafion to fay, that thefe Lectures

are tirefome, unentertaining, or unimportant.

As a proper clofe and improvement of this Lec-

ture, I mall give fome reafons why fuch a dreadful

calamity (hall be permitted to overwhelm the land of

Ifrael, after the return of the inhabitants from their long

captivity and difperficn.

i , We may be Cure that the Jews will not be con-

verted before their return to their own land. And it

has been a very great, though general mi(lake, to fup-

pofe that their conversion would firfr. take place, in

order to their return ; whereas this terrible calamity

tkatiha! all i a them, fuppofes the contrary. Fqr

is it reasonable to fuppofe, that God would thus de-

liver up his beloved people, when they had newly

returned to him, into the hands of their cruel loes,

who fiiould thus be permitted to exercife fuch horrid

bru-.dity upon them ?

2, If Jer. xxx. alludes to this period, (as I make

no doubt) then it is plain that this day of trouble and

fore dlilicfs fhall come upon them in conlequence of

fbme very gW national fins and tranfgreiTions.

« AH
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c All thy lovers have forgotten thee: they feck

' thee not ; for I have wounded thee with the wound

' of an enemy, with the chaftifement of a cruel one,

* for the multitude of thine iniquity : becaufe thy

c fins were incrtafed. Why Criflft thou for thine

* affliction ? thy forrow is incurable, for the multi-

6 tude of thine iniquity. Becaufe thy fins were in-

( creafed, I have done thefe things unto thee.' Surely

fome very great iniquity is here intended; and it is

not impoffible, (how ftrange foever it may appear

to fome) but the Jews may fail away to grofs idola-

try, after their return to their own land : and if than

mould appear probable from Scripture, it will be a

further proof of my hypothecs, wherein I differ from

thofe who have gone before me, reflecting the con-

version of the Jews to Chriftianity, molt authors fup-

pofingthey will be converted firft, and then will return

to their own land ; but I believe quite the contrary,

and fuppofe that they muft firft be gathered together

into the land which God give to their fathers, and

then muft fuffer that day of trouble which I have been

fpeakingof; and when they have given up themfelves

for loft, deliverance fhall fuddenly come, and they

(hall be converted at once.

3. And it muft be granted, that the great and total

deftruclion of Jerufalem by Titus, and the long dif-

perfion of the Jews, hath come upon that nation for

their rejection o{ Chrift, and for that horrid crime of

crucifying the Son of God ; and though fince that,

they have been judicially given up to unbelief, hard-

r.ds of heart, and almoft every poffible fpecics of

vice, yet have they never turned afide to idolatry,

iincc
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fince the Babylonifh captivity ; no, not in all their

long difperiion : but if God, in confequence of their

numerous rebellions, fins, and iniquities, and efpe-

ciaiiy for their long continued rejection of Jefus, and

sheir blafphemies of his name, mould give them up

in their own land to idolatry for a feafon, it would

mod certainly be a juft judgment, and would tend

to deflroy effectually that confidence which they now

have, that they are the people of God, becaufe they

have not been guilty of idolatry.

And what a remarkable thing it would be, if thofe

whofe fathers crucified the Son of God, and who

have for fo many ages defpifed the dear Redeemer,

notwithstanding they have all along profeffed the

higheft veneration for the Supreme Being, fhould be

fufTered wholly to turn to the worfhip of idols, and

to forfake the living God outwardly, as they have

done inwardly, for ages paft ? Surely if fuch an event

was to happen, it would be as great an inftance of the

refentment of God, for that great crime of rejecting

his dear Son, as could pofhbly be manifefted ; and

would be an outward correfponding fign of the inward

depravity of their hearts : it would render them inex-

cusable; break and deftroy their pride and felf-

righteoufnefs ; would fully juftify this awful fevere

judgment of which 1 have fpoken ; and would tend

to clothe them with the greateft poflible fhame, before

the vifible Jehovah at his appearing.

Hitherto I have only confidered the matter as an

hypothecs, and many may think it only a fpecula-

lion of my brain, having perhaps never heard the

idea darted before ; but how will fuch be furprized to

find
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find it exprefly prophefied of, in many places ! Sottik

few of which I fhall mention as a fpecimen.

Whoever will be at the pains to read over, with this

view, the very extraordinary virion of Ifaiah, concern-

ing Judah and Jerufalem, in the laft days, recorded

in the fecond, third, and fourth chapters of his book,

will, I doubt not, be aftonifhed at the difcovery that

he will make refpecting thefe things. The whole

vifion belongs to the latter, or laft days, and is one

connected feries of events. In the beginning he

mentions the univerfal kingdom of Chrift ; and then

goes on to fpeak of the grofs idolatries, which I have

been fuppofing the Ifraelites fhall fall into, after their

return to their own land, in the laft days ; then fol-

lows an account of the great day of the Lord, and

the fore diftreffes that (hall fall upon Judah and

Jerufalem for their idolatries, their opprefiion and

pride; and laftly the vifion clofes with a declaration,

that, ( In that day fhall the branch of the Lord Be

1 beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth fhall

' be excellent and comely, for them that are efcaped of

* lfrael. And it (hall come to pafs that he that is

6 left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerufalem,

1 (hall be called holy, every one written among the

* living in Jerufalem ; when Jehovah (hall have

* wafhed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and

' (hall have purged the blood of Jerufalem from the

' midft thereof, by the fpirit of judgment, and by the

' fpirit of burning. And Jehovah will create upon
' every dwelling-place of Mount Zion, and upon he:

4 aflemblics, a cloud and fmoke by day, and die fhin-

* ing of a flaming fire by night : for upon all the ;

<Y
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6 (hall be a defence.' The troubles ending immedi-

ately in fticb a (late as this, which no afflictions of

theirs ever did, proves the whole to be future ; and

confequently the idolatry fo much complained of, M
the fecond chapter, is yet future. ' Their land alfo

e
is full of idols : they woi (hip the work of their own

c hands, that which their own finders have made.

' And the mean man boweth down, and the great man
6 humbleth himfelf ; therefore forgive them not.' Yet

in that very day, or feafon, c Jehovah alone mail

' be exalted, and the idols he (hall utterly abolifh.

c And they mall go into the holes of the rocks, and

' into the caves of the earth, for fear of Jehovah,
' and of the glory of his majcfty, when he arifetfa to

* (hake terribly the earth. In that day a man fhall

( caft his idols of filver, and his idols of gold, which

* they made each for himfelf to worfhip, to the moles

* and to the bats : To go into the clefts of the rocks,

' and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of

e Jehovah, and for the glory of his majefty, when
s he arifeth to (hake terribly the earth.' If thefe words -

do not fully declare that the inhabitants of the land

(hall become idolaters, and fhall really bow down to

the work of their own hands, and (hall be found in

that (late of darknefs and iniquity when thefe judg-

ments come, then I know not what they mean. Per-

haps the Jews, and even fome Chriftians may fay,

that it is impoflible to fuppofe, that a people who'

from the earlieft times have known the true God, and

have been the greatefl enemies to image worfhip, for

many ages, that ever exifted, and notwiihlrar.ding

they have been fcattered among the heathen, whe/e

idols



tECTURE 1,11, lS^

Idols are worshipped, have always worfhipped the

true God, (hould come to worfhip idols in their own

knd, and bow down to images : How ean it be pof-

fible that they (hall fo fall away ? But I anfwer, that

God forefeeing that this objection might be made,

hath precluded it, by faying, ' Ceafe ye from man,

* whofc breath is in his noftriis ; for wherein is he to

' be accounted of?'— As though he mould fay, It

is in vain to urge this as an argument againft the

prophecy : for man is not to be depended on, he

is not to be trufted; he is inclined to evil, and is

apt to fellow his own inventions ; he is a weak, fal-

lible, and changeable creature, and is not to be

accounted of, as ftable, firm, and unchangeable ; he

may turn to thofe things of which he did nofc

believe himfelf capable. Further, to confirm this nevV

propofition, as perhaps fome may call it, the xivtli

chapter of Hofea may be read with this view;

in which we may fee the declaration of Ifrael, when

they (hall take with them words and turn to the Lord;

which plainly implies that they had been guilty of

moft abominable idolatries, or why thefe words,-—
c Neither will we fay any rricre to the work of our

* hands, Ye are our gods ?' wen 3. and again*

* Ephraim (hall fay, What have I to do any more

f with idols ?' ver. 8.

The idolatry of Ifrael may be more fully proved

from Zech; xiii. 2, 3.— where God fays, l And it

6 (hall come to pafs in that day, faith Jehovah of

( hofts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out

* of the land, and they mall be no more remembered,

Vot.I, Bb 'and
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e and alfo I will caufe the unclean fpirit to pafs out

* of the land. And it fhall come to pafs, that when

* any fhall yet prophefy, (that is, to caufe the people

to Crr,-' and to follow idolatry) ( then his father and

( his mother that begat him, fhall fay unto him,

f Thou malt not live, for thou fpeakeft lies in the

* name of Jehovah. And his father and his mother

f that begat him, (hall thruft him through when he

' prophefieth.'

I think nothing can be more evident, from this and

other fimilar paffages, than that idolatry mall prevail

in the land of Ifrael, after the return of the inhabi-

tants; by what ftrange means, who can tell ? But the

fact feems certain, though aftoniihing ; and confe-

quently fuch a fin deferves the fevered punifhment.

4. God may alfo fufier this mighty army to come

into the land of Ifrael, and prevail for a time, to bring

the people into the greateft itraits that can be con-

ceived, that fo they may entirely defpair of help from

themfelves, or from any other quarter, and that the

divine power may be manifefted in their deliverance,

in as fignal a manner as when they came out of the

land of Egypt, and parted through the Red-fea. When
God is about to work- any remarkable falvation for

i perfon, family, church, people, or nation, he

commonly mit brings them into fuch difficulties, as

makes them fenfible of the Divine interference in their

behalf; and makes their deliverance io much more

joyful, as it is unexpected.

5. But though God has doubtlefs many great de-

signs to anfvver, by this attack of Gog and Ma*

and
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and their total overthrow in the mod public manner

upon the mountains of Ifrael ; yet there are three that

in a particular manner deferve our attention, above all

the reft ; becaufe God himfelf intimates thofe to us in

the prophecy, i. That the heathen may know the

great Jehovah, when he. mall be fanclined in the

deftruction of his enemies before their eyes ; for by

this, his name mail be declared through all the earth,

and the inhabitants of the world mail fear before him,

and be prepared to receive his word. 2. That the

prophecies, though delivered fo many ages ago, may

be exactly accomplifhed ; which will alfo contribute

much to the credit of Divine Revelation, and to the

converfion of the world.—3. That the houfe of Ifrael

may know Jehovah to be their God, from that day

and forward, may never more turn afide to idolatry,

or any iniquity, and may come to be as remarkable

among the nations of the world for virtue and good-

nefs, as they have been for vice and wicked nefs ; and

as evidently the fubjects of the Divine favour and

protection, as for many ages they have been of God's

difpleafure and rejection : by which the heathen (hall

know, that for the fins of the houfe of Ifrael, they

went into captivity, and were caft off and banifhed

from the prefence of God, given up to the fvvord,

and devoted to the foreft calamities ; and fo the

nature and direful confequcnces of fin (hall come to

be known, which will evidently tend to the general

good of mankind. See Ezek. xxxviii. 16, 17. xxxix.

21, 22, 23, 24. Zech. viii. 13, 14, 15. 23. Ifaiah

feci. 9.

B b 2 Thus
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Thus have I confidered the terrible calamity which

(hall come upon the Jews after their return to their

own land, and the probable reafons why God mall

fufFer it fo to be, and have alfo diftinguifhed this dif-

trefs from all other troubles that have ever befallea

them.

In my next Lecture, I fhall fhew in what a won-

derful manner deliverance fhall arife to that people^

when in the very midft of rpin.

EUD QF THE THIRD LECTU£^,



LECTURE IV.

Uhe perfonal appearing of Jefus Chrift, or the manifejled

Jehovah, will prevent the enemies of the Jews from

compleating their diabolical defigns.—Some of the prodi-

gies that Jhall attend his coming : Hefhall defend to

the Mount of Olives, the earthfhalljhake, the Mount

foall cleave in funder, and the Valley of JudgmentJhall

be formed.—The total dejlrutlion of the enemies of the

Jews.—The means, circumjlances, and defigns of thi

fame.

-—•— * •' V i

«-

IN the laft Le&ure we lefc the army of Gog and

Magog ia poffemon of Jerufalem— the houfes

rifled and pillaged—the women violated and abufed—

.

the half of the people already gone forth out of the

city into captivity, and nothing apparently to hinder

the remainder from fharing the fame fate.—But
flop ; I fee the heavens open ! What is that

brightnefs, that glory, that appears in the iky ; that,

as the lightning, cometh out of the eajl, and floineth even

unto the wcjl ?—Surely, it is the Son of man, coming

in the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory i.

for the deftruction of his enemies, and for the falvation

of his people.—But, Oh what aftonifhment mall feizc

all people at his appearance ; thofe few excepted who
are prepared and waiting for him.—The effects that

fliall follow are fo many and great, that I fcarcely

know where to begin: But fc^ the fake of order,

an4
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and to contract the Lectures into as narrow a compafs'

as pofTible, I fhall, in this Lecture, fpeak and make

an end of this dreadful {laughter and deftru&ion of the

army of Gog and Magog ; and, in fome following

Le&ures, fpeak at large of the coming of Chrift, the

certainty, circumftances, and grand defignsof the fame,

and the converfion of the Jews, &c. But, at prefent,

fhall follow the thread of Ezekiel's and Zechariah's

prophecies, concerning the deftrudion of the vaft hoft

that mail be gathered together at that time.

Zechariah fays, chap. xiv. 3, 4, 5.— c Then fhall

' Jehovah go forth, and fight againft thofe nations,

as when he fought in the day of battle. And his

* feet (hall ftand in that day upon the mount of Olives,

* which is before Jemfalem, on the eaft ; and the

c mount of Olives fhall cleave in the midft thereof,

*' towards the eaft and towards the weft: ; and there

* fhall be a very great valley ; and half of the moun-
6 tain fhall remove toward the north, and half of it

' toward the fouth. And ye fhall flee to the valley of

c the mountains (or my mountains) ; for the valley of

' the mountains fhall reach unto Azal ; yea, ye fhall

* flee like as ye fled from before the earthquake, in the

* days of Uzziah, king of Judah : and Jehovah,

* my God, (kail come, and all the faints with thee.'

The appearance of Jefus the Mefliah, who is called

Jehovah, and my God, in the words now read, will

put a (lop to the progrefs of this mighty army : he

fhall appear as a conqueror, and fhall deftroy thefe cruel

foes, as I (hall fhew from the Scriptures ; for feveral

prophecies refer to rhis awful event.

Bui:
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But before I fpeak particularly of that great deftruc-

tion, give me leave to make a few obfervations upon

this coming of Jehovah ; who is evidently the Mef-

fiah, coming in glory, to deflroy his foes, and for other

purpofes, which I (hall not mention at prefent.

. 1. This glorious and Holy Onefhall appear in the

very critical moment, when all help fails, and when

there mall be no pombility of deliverance from any

other quarter. This circumftance alone would be

fuflicient to mark the period, and thereby prove the

prophecy to be future : but one more particular and

remarkable is mentioned, to put the matter out of all

doubt ; and that is—2. That his feet JhallJland in that

day, upon the Mount of Olives-, and to prevent it being

mucaken, it is particularly declared where it is fitu-

ated ; before Jerufakm, on the eaji. Tt is worthy of

notice, that our Lord, in the days of his flelh, often re-

tired to this mountain ; and finally afcended to heaven

from the fame ; as though he chofe to afcend from

this Mount, (though no prophecy had declared, or

even hinted that he mould do fo) becaufe the pro-

phet had expreily declared that he fhould defcend

to it, and ftand with his feet upon it, in that great day

when he (hall come to make his glery known.—5,

Left any mould feek to accommodate this prophecy

to any part event, (though I cannot fee how they can,

with the lead colour of reafon) or to fpiritualize if

away ; it is declared that a great earthquake (hall im-

mediately take place, which (hall fplit that famous

mountain afunder, never more to be joined, but to be

divided, as by a line, through the middle from eaft to

Weft; and helf of it foall remove tozcard the north, and
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half of it toward the fouth ; arid thus two mountain^

{hall be made out of one, which may be called

Jehovah's Mountains ; and a very great valley (hall

be where the Mount of Olives now ftands : and per-

haps this may be the great valley, called by the pro-

phet Joel, the Valley of JehoJJjaphat, or the Valley

of Decijion. His words are fo remarkable, and (o

much to my purpofe, that I fcarce need to afk your

excufe for introducing them here.

—

c For behold, in

* thofe days, and in that time when I (hall bring

' again the captivity of Judah and Jerufalem, I will

' alfo gather all nations, and will bring them down

to the valley of Jehofhaphat, and will plead with

( them there, for my people, and for my heritage Ifrael,

% whom they have fcattered among the nations, and

8 parted my land :' Joel iii. i, 2.

Here we find the fame things fpoken of, and in the

fame order that we have already confidered ; as, firfly

the return of the Jews : fecondly, this great gathering

too-ether of the nations : thirdly, it is intimated thato
they {hall exercife great cruelties upon Ifrael, for

which God will plead with them : and fourthly,

the place where he will plead with them, and deflroy

them, is called the Valley of JehoJJmphat, which being

interpreted, is, Jahfoall judge: andprobably is the very

valley, which fhall be made by the parting afunder of

the Mount of Olives, and half of it removing toward

the north, and half of it toward the fouth.

It is wonderful to obferve the harmony among th*

prophets relpecling thefe events. I would alfo obferve>

4. That Zechariah fpeaks of this dreadful battle of

fihe Lord againft the afTembicd riatioiis, at the tim£

wheja
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when Jehovah God fhall come, and all the faints with'

him ; which mud intend the perfonal appearance of

the Lord Jefus Chrift, with his mighty angels, and

his chofen train of faints, who are both called, chofen,

and faithful.—And now let us hear the prophet Joel

again, and fee if we do not find thefe things confirmed

by him.
( Proclaim ye this amOng the Gentiles : prepare

c war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men .of

f war draw near, let them come up. Beat your

e plowfhares into fwords, and your pruning-hooks

c into fpears ; let the weak fay, I am ftro'ng. AfTem-

* ble yourfelves, and come, all ye heathen, and ga-

e ther yourfelves together round about : thither caufe

e thy mighty ones to come down, O Jehovah. Let

* the heathen be weakened, and let them come up

' to the valley of Jehofhaphat, for there will I fit to

c iudge all the heathen round about. Put ye in the

' fickle, for the harveft is ripe; come, get you down,

* for trie prefs is full, the fats overflow, for their

' wickednefs is great. Multitudes, multitudes, in the

* Valley of Decifion, for the day of Jehovah is near

1 in the Valley of Decifion :* Joel iii. 9— 14.—This

pafTage teftifies that there (hall be a great gathering of

the nations in a war-like manner, and that the Lord

mall then appear to judge them, and plead with them

in a terrible manner, as we fhall fee prefently ; that he

mail come with his faints, or mighty ones ; and that this

period of judgment is called the harveji and vintage

feafon.

It is worthy of notice, that the angel to Daniel re*

prefents the fame events as connected together, and

following each other.

Vol, I. C c ; Tidings
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e Tidings out of the eaft and out of the north

* fhall trouble him, (the Grand Turk, as is generally

underftood, and as Bifhop Newton explains the paf-

fage,) * therefore he fhall go forth with great fury to

r. deftroy, and utterly to make away many. And he

\ fhall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the

6 feas, in the glorious holy mountain.' This can be

no where but in the Holy Land, and near Jerufalem

;

this (hall occafion that great trouble to the nation of

the Jews, fuch as before they never knew : but

Michael the great prince fhall ftand up at that time,

whom I take to mean in this place, him, who is as

God, the glorious Mefliah, the manifefted Jehovah,

who ftandeth for the children of Ifrael, as their deli-

verer ; and fhall then deliver them by bringing to an

end that haughty power that fhall diftrefs them ; at

the fame time many of the dead fhall awake, the

wife fhall fhine, many {hall run to and fro, and know-

ledge fhall be increafed : Then fhall Daniel ftand in

his lot ; and doubtlefs with him the faithful of every

age. See Dan. xi. 44, 45. xii. 1 4. and 13 ver.

Thefe are great and important prophecies : but

time at prefent will not permit me to enlarge upon

them ; for I muft fpeak now particularly of the utter

deft.ruct.ion of this mighty army, the means by which

it fhall be effected, the circumftances and defigns

thereof, 8c c.

Zechariah fays, f Then fhall Jehovah go forth

' and fight againft thofe nations, as when he fought in

8 the day of battle.' Chap. xiv. 3.

If this allufion is to any thing that is paft, I cannot

think of any particular day, fo likely to be called

the
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the day of battle in this place, as that very remark-

able day, that we read of in Jofh. x. when the five

kings of the Amorites, gathered all their hofts, and

encamped before Gibeon, and made war againft it,

and would certainly have overcome it, had not

Jofliua, that greater! of all generals, (and the greateft

figure of the conquering Michael that ever exifted)

gone out againft them. ' And Jehovah difcomfited

' them before Ifrael, and flew them with a great

* flaughter at Gibeon, and chafed them along the

6 way that goeth up to Beth-horon, and fmote them
' to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. And it came to

* pafs as they fled from before Ifrael, and were in

6 the going down to Beth-horon, that Jehovah caft

* down great ftones from heaven upon them unto

* Azekah, and they died : they were more who died

* with hail-ftones, than they whom the children of

* Ifrael flew with the fword. Then fpake Jofhua to

* Jehovah, in the day when Jehovah delivered up
' the Amorites before the children of Ifrael, and he

* faid in the fight of Ifrael, Sun, ftand thou ftill upon

* Gibeon, and thou moon, in the valley of Ajalon.

* And the fun flood ftill, and the moon flayed, until

' the people had avenged themfelves upon their ene-

* mies. Is not this written in the book of Jafher ?

* So the fun flood ftill in the midft of heaven, and
f hafted not to go down, about a whole day. And
' there was no day like that, before it, or after

6
it, that Jehovah hearkened to the voice of a

6 man :* Jofh. x. io 14.

I am ready to conclude this to be the day of battle

alluded to by the prophet ; and I think you will fee

C z caufe
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caufe to be of the fame mind, when you hear the

particulars of the deftru&ion of the army of Gog and

Magog, thofe nations that fhall gather together againfl

Jerufalem in the latter days, f For Jehovah fhall

f rife up as in Mount Perazim, he fhall be wroth as

t in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work,

f his ftrange work ; and bring to pafs his act, his

F ftrange act. Now therefore be ye not mockers,

' left your bands be made flrong : for I have heard

6 from Jehovah God of hofts, a confumption, even

.* determined upon the whole earth :' Ifai. xxviii,

2,1, 22.

Judgment is God's ftrange work, and the deftruc-

tion of men is his ftrange act ; but he hath reafon

for all that he doeth, and alfo he hath reafon in all

that he doeth. Deftruftion is determined, and muft

' come, by reafon of iniquity that (hall be ripe, and

wickednefs that fhall be great ; but when it is paft,

all fhall fee that God hath not done without caufe alj

that he hath done.

Therefore, I befeech ypu, be not mockers at the

dreadful fcene which I (hall defcribe : many doubtlefs

are fo, becaufe they know not the defigns of God in

his judgments, his deteftationagainft fin, his deter-

mination to deftroy it, to eflablilh the kingdom of

righteoufnefs on earth, and finally to fubue all creatures.

Many fuppofe that if God is love, and his benevo-

lence is univerfal, that he cannot deal in fuch an awful

manner with his rebellious creatures, as the prophets

declare, and therefore contrive to fpiritualize or figure

away the exprefs literal meaning of the threatenings

:

but this way of reafoning tends to infidelity ; for by

the
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Hie fame rule, we muft deny that God brought a flood

of water upon the world of the ungodly, and deftroyed

fo many thoufands of millions from off the face of

the earth, for their lins—and alfo fet afide the deftruc-

tion of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities of the

plain, by fire and brimftone from heaven—-the ac-

count of the plagues of Egypt—the overthrow 'of Pha-

raoh and his hoft, in the Red Sea—the deflruction of

the Ifraelites in the wildernefs—of the feven nations of

the land of Canaan, &c. Nay, by the fame rule, wc

mull deny all the accounts of wars, famines, pefti-

Jences, earthquakes, inundations, ftorms, and all the

direful calamities that ever defolated the globe—for all

thefe are equally contrary to the ideas fome have of a

merciful God. But facts prove that God is a fin-

hating, fin-revenging God ; and that he is very terrible

jn his judgments.

But without farther delay, let us return to the pro*

phecy of Ezekiel, where we left off in the laft Lecture,

and attend to the mange and dreadful work of God,

in deftroying his enemies.

Ezek. xxxviii. 18, 19, 20.—< And it (hall come to

* pafs at the fame time, when Gog (hall come againft

f the land of Ifrael, faith Adonai Jehovah, that my
6 fury (hall come up in my face. For in my jealoufy,

6 and in the fire of my wrath, have I fpoken ; Surely,

* in that day, there (hall be a great (baking in the land

* of Ifrael ; fo that the fifties of the fea, and the fowls of
6 the heaven, and the beads of the field, and all

1 creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all

* the men that are upon the face of the earth, (hall

6 fliake at my prefence ; and the mountains (hall be

f thrown
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1 thrown down, and die fteep places mall fall, and

f.
every wall (hall fall to the ground.'

God is reprefented as waiting and looking on 'till

his enemies are gathered, and have executed their

commiffion, by taking poffemon of the country and

land of Ifrael, and taking the city of Jerufalem, and

bringing on the time of Jacob's trouble, compared to

the extreme pains of a woman, near the time of

her delivery; (fee Jer. xxx. 6, 7.) then fhall the Lord

fuddenly appear, as Ifaiah exprefles it
—

* Jehovah
* fhall go forth as a mighty man ; he fhall fur up jea-

* loufy like a man of war ; he fhall cry, yea roar ; he

' fhall prevail againft his enemies. I have long time

* holden my peace; I have been flill, and refrained

* myfelf : now will I cry like a travailing woman, I

* will deftroy and devour at once. I will make wafte

* mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs ; and

* I will make the rivers iflands, and I will dry up

* the pools :' Ifai. xlii. 13, 14, 15.

This great making and trembling in the land of

Ifrael, that fhall caufe all creatures to fhake, both fifhes,

fowls, beads, creeping things, and men ; and fhall

throw down mountains, deep places, and walls ; is

frequently fpoken of in Scripture, as a circumftance

that fhall precede and attend the coming of Chrift.

Earthquakes are mentioned by our Saviour, as one of

the figns of his coming ; and they have happened in

every age, but more frequently in this than in any age

paft.—A friend of mine informs me, that more than

two thoufand fhocks of the earth have been felt fince

the earthquake in the year 1755. And there is no

doubt but great makings, convulfions, and commotions

of
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'fcfthe earth, will take place, when the Lord (hall come 5

and all men fliall (hake and tremble at his prefence.

Joel, fpeaking of this fame time, fays

—

c The fun

' and the moon (hall be darkened, and the ftars (half

* withdraw their mining. Jehovah (hall roar out of

' Zion, and utter his voice from Jerufalem, and the

' heavens and the earth fhall fhake ; but Jehovah
* (hall be the hope of his people, and the ftrength of
f the children of Ifrael :' Joel iii. 15, 16.

God by Haggai fays

—

( For thus faith Jehovah
' of hofts ; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will

* (hake the heavens, and the earth, and the fea, and the

< dry land : And I will (hake all nations, and the de-
c

fire of all nations (hall come ; I will (hake the hea-

' vens, and the earth. And I will overthrow the

' throne of kingdoms, and I will deftroy the (trength

' of the kingdoms of the heathen, and I will over-

6 throw the chariots and thofe that ride in them, and

* the horfes and the riders fliall come down, every one

* by the fword of his brother :' See Hag. i. 6, 7.

ai, 22.

Thefe pafTages, as well as a great number of other

fimilar ones, that are found in the writings of the

prophets and apoftles, refer to the very time I am
fpeaking of, and have not yet been fulfilled.

Some may fay, that Haggai fpake only of Chrift's

coming in the flefli, and had no allufion to his fecond

coming : but to this I anfwer, that St. Paul quotes

this paffage from Haggai, in his epiftle to the He-
brews, chap. xii. 26. and fpeaks of it as then remaining

lobe fulfilled; which is fufficient to fatisfy fuch as

doubt of the matter.

We
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We come now to confiderthe great variety of mcanS-

by which this mighty hoft fhall be deftroyed.

Ezek. xxxviii. 21.

—

£ And I will call for a fword

' ao-ainft him throughout all my mountains, faith Ado*

* nai Jehovah; every man's fword fhall be againft

* his brother.*

Zech. xiv. 13.

—

c And it fhall come to pafs in that

c day, that a great tumult from Jehovah fhall be

* among them, and they fhall lay hold every one

* on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand fhall

4 rife up againft the hand of his neighbour.'

When this is the cafe in any army, it foon brings

utter deftruction, and is fufficient, without any other

means, to overthrow the greateft holt that ever was

aflembled : two remarkable inftances of which we

have in the Scriptures, one in Judges vii. 22. the

ether in 2 Chron. xx. 22, 23, 24. In both which cafes

the multitude fell a facrince to their own fwords,

and in one of the inftances none efcaped. The firfl

was evidently caufed by the fudden noife and fhou*

of Gideon and his little army, with their trumpets,

lamps and pitchers, crying, " The fword of Jehovah,

and of Gideon I" this awakened the whole army fud-

denly out of a found Deep, and all the hoft ran, and cried

\

and fled, and every one fuppofed his neighbour to be

his enemy, and flew him accordingly. In the other in-

ftance, it appears to be a kind of judicial madnefs,

or infatuation that feized them, and caufed them to

deftroy one-another. And thus it mail be with this

numerous hoft; they 'fhall in madnefs and defpair, in

a tumultuous manner lay hold on each other, and

draw their fwords one againft another.

Whik
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While deftru&ion is going on by this mean, (which

of itfelf could not fail, in time, of accompliftiing the

overthrow of this mighty hoft) the people of Jerufa-

lem (hall go forth to fight with, and to fpoil their

enemies, Zech. xiv. 14. ' And Judah alfo (hall fight

* at Jemfalem ; and the wealth of all the heathen

* round about (hall be gathered together, gold and

* filver, and apparel in great abundance.'

Ezek. xxxix. 10. ' And they (hall fpoil thofe that

' fpoiled them, and rob thofe that robbed them,

* faith Adonai Jehovah.'

It is the manner of the eaftern camps to carry their

riches with them into the field, when they go to war

;

and this camp being exceeding great, fuch as perhaps

never met before, (hall be immenfely rich ; which

riches and gain (hall fall into the hands of the Jews,

(then converted) and (hall be confecrated to the Lord

of the whole earth.

While the Jews are righting at Jemfalem, or

threfliing, as Micah expreffes it ; and beating in pieces

the nations that (hall be afTembled on that occafion,

God will make his judgments known in a mod re-

markable manner againft Gog and his army ; for he

fays, Ezek. xxxviii. 22, 23. ' And I will plead

' againft him with peftilence, and with blood ; and I

* will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon
€ the many people that are with him, an overflowing
c rain, and great hailftones, fire and brimftone. Thus
* will I magnify myfelf, and fanclify myfelf, and

I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and

' they (hall know that I am Jehovah.'

Vol.1. Dd Befides
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Befides the fword of every one againft his brother,

and neighbour, and the fword of Judah, which fhall

deftroy many ; God mall plead againft them with a

peftilence or plague, thus dcfcribed by Zechariah,

s And this (hall be the plague wherewith Jehovah
e fhall fmite all the people that have fought againft

' Jerufalem ; Their fiefli fhall confume away while

( they ftand upon their feet, and their eyes (hall con-

' fume away in their holes, and their tongue fhall con-

f fume away in their mouth. And fo fhall be the

e plague of the horfe, of the mule, of the camel,

* and of the afs, and of all the beads that fhall be ia

* thefe tents, as this plague :' Zech. xiv. 12. 15.

This ftrange peftilence fhall feize both man and

beaft, and confume them, which alone would be

fufficient to work their deftruclion in a fhort time ;

but God, to make his judgments known through

the earth, fhall compleat their overthrow by an

overfloiving rain, great hailftones, fire and brimjione.

This terrible ftorm fhall finifh their ruin ; they fhall

be flain, and their carcafes fhall fall upon the earth.

The fire and brimftone mall not confume them, as

it did the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah of

old, and as it mail devour that numerous army of

rebels that (hall aflemble at the clofe of the Mille-

nium ; which, as well as many other circumftances,

plainly (hew thefe armies not to be the fame, though

called by the fame names of Gog and Magog.

Ezek. xxxix. 1 6.

—

< Therefore, thou fon of

c man, prophefy againft Gog, and fay, Thus faith

' Adonai Jehovah, Behold I am againft thee, O
1 Gog, the chief prince of Melhech and Tubal. And

< I will
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* I will turn thee back, and leave but the fixth

c part of thee, and will caufe thee to come up from

c the north parts, and will bring thee upon the

' mountains of Ifrael. And I will fmite thy bow out

* of thy left-hand, and will caufe thine arrows to fall

c out of thy right hand. Thou malt fall upon the

* mountains of Ifrael, thou and all thy bands, and

' the people that are with thee. I will give thee to the

* ravenous birds of every fort, and to the beads of the

' field to be devoured. Thou malt fall upon the

* open field, for I have fpoken it, faith Adona 1

' Jehovah. And I will fend afire upon Magog, and
4 among them that dwell carelefly in the .hies, and they

* fhall know that I am Jehovah.'

Upon thefe words we may obferve : 1. That thofe

nations that fhall come up againft Jerufalem, fhall

befo generally affembled, that but a fixth part of the

men fhall remain at home. 2. That thofe who

come up fhall be cut off by the means before men-

tioned, except, perhaps, a few fhall efcape, as mef-

fcngers to carry the news into all parts from whence

they fhall come. 3. Their dead bodies fhall fall

upon the field, and their flefh fhall be devoured by

the ravenous birds, and wild beads of the earth : which

clearly proves that the fire and brimftone, .which fhall

come down with the rain and the hail, fhall not con-

fume and burn them up, but only deftroy their lives,

and leave their dead bodies on the field, too nume-

rous to be buried. '4. It mufl be evident to all that

read with the fmalleft attention, that this prophecy

hath never been fulfilled ; for befides, that it is exprefly

ii:iiited to the latter days, after the return of the

D d 2, Jews
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Jews to their own land, no event hath ever taken

place, to which the prophecy can be accommo-

dated in other refpects, fince it has been delivered.

Has there ever been fuch a numerous army collected

from the north parts to fight againft the Jews, and in

the moment of victory thus fuddenly defeated by the

appearing of the Lord ; their fwords turned one againft

another ; a peftilential confumption, confuming their

flefh on their bones, their eyes in their fockets, and

their tongues in their mouths ? and was the fcene con-

cluded by a dreadful florm of rain, hail, fire and,

brimftone, attended with terrible wind, thunder, light-

ning, earthquakes, and an horrible tempeft ? and their

dcftruction thus compleated, and their bodies left a

prey to beads and ravenous fowls ?

5. But all thefe things muft happen, and cannot in

any-wife fail of being accomplished : for Adonai

Jehovah hath fpoken, and his words cannot return

void.

The famous fong of Mofes, (Deut. xxxii.) compre-

hends, in fhort, all the events that have befallen, or

that fhall befal his people ; and it would be ftrange

if he had not noticed this revenge of God againft their

enemies : and we find, that after he had defcribed

the fins, miferies, and ftrange calamities of the Jews,

he paffes to defcribe the cruelties of their adverfaries,

and the deftruction that fhall come upon them at laft :

which prophecy ends with thefe remarkable words,

* For I life up my hand to heaven, and fay, I live

' forever. If I whet my glittering fword, and mine

* hand take hold on judgment ; I will render ven-

4 geance to mine enemies, and will reward diem that

1 hate
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* hate me : I will make mine arrows drunk with blood,

f (and my fword fliall devour flefh) and that with the

( blood of the flain, and of the captives, from the

* beginning of revenges upon the enemy. Rejoice,

* O ye nations with his people : for he will avenge

'the blood of his fervants, and will render vengeance

1 to his adverfaries, and will be merciful unto his land,

1 and to his people :' Deut. xxxii. 40, 41, 42, 43.

I have three remarkable circumftances to notice in

the prophecies, refpe&ing this great army that fliall fall

upon the mountains of Ifrael, before I put a clofe to

this Lecture ; but they need no comment, as they are

fufficiently plain ; but they mark the event with great

precifion, and not only plainly (hew that it hath not

happened, but give us certain tokens by which we

may know when the prophecy is fulfilled.

The flrft is a declaration of God,' that the ravenous

birds and beafts fliall eat their flefh ; and that fo great

(hall be the quantity, that all of them fliall be filled

therewith. For thus runs the prophecy ;

• And thou, fon of man, Thus faith Adonai Jeho-

vah; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every

' bead of the field ; AfTemble yourfelves, and come

;

' gather yourfelves on every fide, to my facrifice that I

' do facrifice for you, even a great facrifice upon

' the mountains of Ifrael, that ye may eat flefh and
e drink blood. Ye fhall eat the flefh of the mighty,

f and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of

' rams, of lambs, of goats, and of bullocks, all of them
' fatlings of Bafhan. And ye fhall eat fat 'till ye be
c

full, and drink blood 'till ye be drunken, of my fa-

* crifice which I have facriiiced for you. Thus ye

* fhall
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c (hall be filled at my table with horfes and chariots,

' with mighty men, and with all men of war, faith

.' Adonai Jehovah :' Ezek. xxxix. 17 20.

The fecond is a prophecy that the bones of this

army (hall be buried in one place in the land of Ifrael,

' and that they (hall be fo numerous as to require (even

months to bury them in ; even though it fliall be the

continual employment of many, fevered out on pur-

pofe, and will be a national concern of the whole houfe

of Ifrael.

c And it mall come to pafs in that day, that I will

c give unto Gog a place there, of graves in Ifrael, the

$ valley of the pafTengers on the eafi of the fea : and it

'. fliall flop the nofes of the pafTengers : and there (hall

' they bury Gog, and all his multitude, and they fhall

' call it the valley of Hamon-Gog.

And feven months (hall the houfe of Ifrael be

' burying of them, that they may cleanfe the land.

e Yea, all the people of the land fliall bury them : and

' it (hall be to them a renown the day that I fliall be

' glorified, faith Adonai Jehovah.

' And they fliall fever out men of continual employ-

' ment, pafling through the land to bury with the

* pafTengers thofe that remain upon the face of the

' earth, to cleanfe it : after the end of feven months

e
fliall they fearch. And the pafTengers that pafs

8 through the land, when any feeth a man's bone, then

' fliall he fet up a fign by it, 'till the buriers have

buried it in the valley of Hamon-Gog. And alfo

* the name of the city fliall be Hamonah. Thus (hall

* they cleanfe the land:' Ezek. xxxix. 11- 16.

Nothing
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' Nothing can be more exprefs and particular than

this prophecy is, that the bones of this mighty army

mall be buried in the land of Ifrael, in a valley to the

eaft of the fea, in a very public place, where many paf-

fengers (hall pafs, who fhall be for a feafon incom-

moded thereby. This and many other circumftances,

(hall make the matter public and notorious. The

time that fhall be fpent in collecting the bones and

burying them, fhall be feven months ; after which they

fhall fearch for any fcattered bones. The whole houfe

of Ifrael lhall take an active part in this affair, which

fhall be to them a public renown, a wonderful fulfil-

ment of prophecy, and mail be a public manifeftation

of the glory of God's righteous judgments, which fhall

caufe his name to be known through the world. There

lhall be men appointed by the houfe of Ifrael, whofc

continual employment fhall be to bury the bones of the

(lain ; and after the end of feven months, they fhall tra-

verfe the country, to pick up the bones that may

chance to be fcattered far from the fcene of action;

and when other perfons who pafs through the land

happen to find a bone, they fhall fet up a fign by it,

'till the buriers take it away, and bury it with the reft.

The valley where the bones (hall be buried, fhall ever

after be called by a name, fignifying that the great

multitude of Gog lies buried there; and the fame public

fact fhall give name to a city near the fpot, chofen for

this purpofe. Thefe names fhall be kept in remem-

brance through all fucceeding ages, and fhall be

(landing proofs of the exact fulfilment of prophecy.

—

All thefe things fliew that the predictions have never

yet been fulfilled ; and that when they fhall be accom-

plifhedj
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plilhed, no pofTibility of doubt can remain refpectin^,

the matter.

We may obferve, with pleafure, that God orders the

bones of thefe his enemies to be gathered and depo-

fired in the H )ly Land. What this intimates to us, I •

leave to your ferious confideration for the prefent, and

pafs to mention the third of thofe remarkable circum-

ilances exprefly foretold by God's prophet, (which

fnall be an infallible proof, when it happens, that the

prophecy is punctually fulfilled ; and as it never has

taken place, it may be certainly expected hereafter) ;

and that is, that the very wood of the weapons with

which this mighty hoft of Gog and Magog fhall come

armed againft the inhabitants of the land of Ifrael, fhall

be fuel fuificient for feven years, either for the citizens of

Jerufalem, or for ail the inhabitants ofthe cities through-

out the land of Ifrael ; which lafl feems the fenfe of

the words. In either cafe, how immenfe mull the

quantity be ! and consequently, how vail the army

that (hall then be deftroyed ! As weapons of war

mall never be needed after that time, fo no other

ufe will be made of thofe that are combuftible, than

to burn for fuel ; while the iron and fleel fhall be ma-

nufactured into inferuments of hufbandry, 8cc>—God

fpeaks of this event as though it was already accom-

plifhed, to fhew the infallible certainty of that ftriking

circumftance :

' Beluld, it is come, and it is done, faith Adonai
c Jehovah ; this is the day whereof I have fpoken.

' And they that dwell in the cities of Ifrael fhall go

' forth, and fhall fet on fire and burn the weapons,

' both the Ihislds and the bucklers, the bows and the

* arrows,
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f arrows, and the hand-ftaves and the fpears ; and they

' (hall burn them with fire {even years : fo that they

( (hall take no wood out of the field, neither cut down
* any out of the forefts : for they fhall burn the wea-

* pons with fire :' Ezek. xxxix. 8, 9, 10.

How very extraordinary this circumftance is ! and

how particularly it is marked ! What an amazing

army muft that be, whofe weapons of war fhall af-

ford firing for feven years to the cities of Ifrael !-—

But let it be confidered, that the land of Paletline

lies in a warm and very temperate climate, and per-

haps fhall be rendered much more fo at that time,

and that the inhabitants (hall not need much fire to keep

them warm; that much of their living, at firft, (hall

be the fruits of the earth, and therefore they will not

ufe any thing like the quantity of fuel in preparing

their food that we do ; and that fuch numbers fhall

be deftroyed in the land (two-thirds at leaft), that for

the firft feven years they mall ufe but little firing, com-

pared to what they will afterwards, when they come to

be more increafed. But after all thefe allowances,

there muft be a vaft deal of fuel confumed in the cities

of Ifrael in feven years ; and therefore the army muft:

be prodigious indeed, beyond whatever has been

afTembled heretofore on any occafion. The nume-

rous hoft of Xerxes the Perfian monarch, (the largeft

by far that ever we read of in hiftory) which he led

into Greece, was not to be compared to this army,

whofe weapons alone fhall fuffice the cities of Ifrael

to burn for {even, years ; fo as to render it needlefs

to cut down any wood out of the field, or tree out

of the foreft, dining that whole period.

Vol. I. E e Thus
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Thus I have confidered the dire deftruction of this'

huge hoft of foes, and the particular circumftances

attending the fame, fo far as God hath revealed them.'

It only remains in this Leclure to fpeak of fome of

the great defigns of God, (who doeth nothing without

reafon) in thus deftroying this mighty army in the

manner that hath been defcribed.

i . That the houfe of Ifrael may know their God,

This is one of the effecls that (hall follow, as declared

by the prophet Ezekiel from the mouth of the Lord :

? So the houfe of lfratl mall know that I am Jehovah
' their God, from that day and forward. So will I make
* my holy name known in the midft of my people

* Ifrael, and I will not let them pollute my holy name
6 any more :' Ezek. xxxix.' 22. 7.

2. Another reafon is given in thefe words :
c And

c the heathen (hall know that I am Jehovah, the

' Tloly One in Ifrael. And I will fet my glory among the

' heathen, and all the heathen fhall fee my judgment
*' that I have executed, and my hand that I have

' laid upon them. And the heathen fhall know that

c the houfe of Ifrael went into captivity for their ini-

' quity : becaufe they trefpafted againft. me, therefore

* hid I my face from them, and gave them into the

* hand of their enemies ; fo fell they all by the fword.

* According to their uncleannefs, and according to

* their tranigreflions, have I done unto them, and hid

' my face from them :' Ezek. xxxix. 7. 21. 23, 24.

By thefe dreadful judgments God's name fhall be

known, both to Ifrael, and to the nations round about.

God will be glorified and fanctified in the eyes of all

people, his power (hail be declared through the earth ;

the
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the dreadful nature and effects of fin fhall be more

fully underftood ; and thus the nations of the world

(hall come to fear before the living God, and be

prepared to ferve him ; and finally, this wonderful

overthrow of the mod mighty army that ever was

collected, fhall be a great ftep towards destroying the

oppofition there is in the world to the religion of

Jefus, and (hall open the way for the univerfal efta-

blilhment of his glorious kingdom through the whole

earth ; and be productive of many glorious confe-

quences, more than we can confider at this time.

There is an admirable order, beauty, and harmony, in

the ways of God ; and in the midlt of all the confufions

and dilorders that are now in the world, he is carryino-

on his grand defigns ; and he will overturn, overturn,

overturn it, until be /.ball come wbofe right it is, and he

%vill give it him, and he fhall prfefs the kingdom.

In my next Lecture I lhall fpeak more particu-

larly of the perfonal appearing of Chri t; the manner,

great defigns, and confequenccs of the fame : which

will caufe it to be the moil intereHing Lecture that

{ias yet been delivered.

£ND OF THE FOURTH LECTURE.
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LECTURE V.

On the per-final appearance of Christ.—This a plainly-

revealed Scripture truth or prophecy, of great im-

portance : not yet fulfilled, but certainly Jhall be.—
The circumjlances and nccejfty of the fame.

IN the beginning of my laft Lecture, I mentioned

the perfonal appearance of our Lord and Saviour

Jefus Chrift, and intimated that he would come fud-

denly, and thereby put a flop to the ravages of the

mighty army—that he would go forth againfl his ene-

mies, and fight againft them with his feverejudgments,

'till they were utterly deftroyed. I dedicated the laft

Lecture wholly to fpeak of that deftruction ; and fhali

therefore confine myfeif, in the prefent, entirely to

that very grand event, the coming of Chrift in the

clouds of heaven, and his glorious defigns in this his

fecond Advent.

The firft thing that I mall call your attention to in

this Lecture, is, thofc prophecies which refer to this

mod important event : thefe, whether they were deli-

vered by the prophets, our Saviour, or his apoftles, I

(hall lay before you, in order to prove the truth of the

fact ; and (hall make fuch obfervations upon them, as

may occur as we pafs along.—The firft pafiage that I

remember in the Scriptures, that appears evidently to

refer to that event, is, Job xix. 23 27.— ' Oh that

* my worp!s were now written ! Oh that they were

Vol. I. F f ' printed
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c printed in a book ! that they were graven with art

' iron pen and lead, in the rock for ever ! For I

1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he fhall

' ftand at the latter day upon the earth. And -though

' aftermy ikin worms deftroy this body, yet in my flelh

J
(hall I fee God : Whom I mall fee for myfelf, and

' mine eyes fliall behold, and not another; though my
' reins be confumed within me.'

In thefe words Job appears to exprefs his faith, in

feveral very important articles :—-He wifhed that his

words might be preferved to all generations ; and by

the fpecial providence of God they are fo :—He ex-

prefTes a firm belief in God as his Redeemer, even tlic

true and living God, in whom we alfo truft :—He de-

clared that he knew that this fame Divine Redeemer in

whom he confided, and whom he called his own, not

only then exifted, but that he mould (land at the latter

day upon the earth. But who (hall (land upon the earth

at the latter day ? Surely not the invifible Jehovah,

the eternal Father; but the Son of his love, clothed

in our Hem glorified : for it is evident that Job did

not allude to our Saviour's ftate of fufTerings on earth,

but to his exalted Mate, even when he (hall come in

glory, in the latter days ; then Job expected to De-

railed again with his own proper body, and with his

eyes to behold his God, (landing on the earth ; fo that

he doubted not of the refurrection of his body from the

dud, even though it (hould be entirely confumed.

There are feveral of the pfalms which fpeak of the.

doming: of the Jbord, and of his univerfal dominion.

I'lal. 1. dcferves to be mentioned in this connection.—

•

* GtirGod ihali come, and (hall not keep lilence : a

' fhg
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* fire (hall devour before him, and it fhall be very tem-

« peftuous round about him. He Quail call to the hea-

< vens from above, and to the earth, that he mayjudge

* his people :' ver. 3, 4.

* But who may abide the day of his coming ? and

% who (hall (land when he appeareth ? for he is like a

f refiner's fire, and like fuller's foap. And he mall fit

« as a refiner and purifier of iilver ; and he (hall purify

* the fons of Levi, and purge them as gold and filver,

* that they may offer unto Jehovah an offering in

e righteoufnefs. Then fhall the offering of Judah and

' Jerufalem be pleafant unto Jehovah, as in the days

* of old, and as in former years :' Mai. iii. 2, 3, 4.

This prophecy was far from being accomplifhed,

when Chrift came in our flefh : His coming was not

then thus terrible ; neither did he then come tojudge or

try, but for other purpofes; neither was the tribe of Levi

thus purified at that time ; nor did the offering of Judah

and Jerufalem become pleafant to the Lord, as in the

days of old, but quite the reverfe ; they were foon

after rejected from being his people, and their facrifices

were made to ceafe ; and they experienced, in every

inftance, a lot exactly oppofite to that which is the

fubject of this prophecy of Malachi.

Now fince this is a fure word of prophecy, to be ful-

filled at a time when the Lord fhall come—and fince

it certainly was not fulfilled at the time of his coming

in the flefh—-it remains to be fulfilled when he (hail

come in glory.

, The words of Zechariah, which I quoted in my for-

mer Lecture, are full to the purpofe :— ' And Jehovah,
' my God, fhall come, and all the faints with thee*

F f 2 < And
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6 And his feet (hall ftand in that day upon the mount
* of Olives ;' which fhall then immediately cleave,

divide, and remove. See chap. xiv. 4, 5.

Now, fince it is as evident as any thing can be that

thefe things have not happened—they remain there-

fore to be fulfilled when our Lord (hall come, and

bring all his faints with him : of which event Enoch,

the feventh from Adam, prophefied in his day. Sec

Jude 14.

This fecond coming of our Lord has been therefore

expected from the earlieft times ; but fince our Sa-

viour's coming and fufFering in the fleih, rifmg and

afcending to heaven, it has been waited for more parti-

cularly, and promifed more plainly. Jems himfelf

fpake of it fo often, and fo fully, that to recite all that

he hath faid upon this important fubjed, would exceed

the bounds of this Ledure.

St. Matth. xvi. 27.

—

f For the Son of man mall

* come in the glory of his Father, with his angels

;

' and then he lhall reward every man according to

* his works.'

I would obferve, once for all, that this is one of

Chrift's defigns in coming; viz. to judge and give re-

wards to men, according to their works; but befides

this, he hath many other purpofes to anfwer by thus

appearing publicly, fome of which have been noticed,

and others will be mentioned in this Ledure. But

his tarrying on earth will be long enough to anfwer

all his great intentions ; and he will finifh his work

by raifing and judging all the dead, and destroying

the terraqueous globe by fire. I mention thefe cir-

cumstances a little out of place, to obviate a difficulty

that
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that may arife in the minds of fome, who have always

been taught to believe that when Chrift fhall appear,

he will immediately raife all the dead, judge, reward,

and punifh all according to their works, burn the

globe, and retire to heaven with his faints. All thefe

things he fhall do, and they are fometimes fpoken of

as though they mould all take place immediately upon

his coming ; but this is the ftile of prophecy, which

frequently reprefents things as though they mould be

inftantly accomplilhed, and done in a moment, that

may take feveral ages to fulfil. The deftruction of

Babylon may ferve for an inftance : the defolation was

threatened to come fuddenly in a moment, in one day

:

fee Ifaiah xlvii. 9. 11. But though this deftruftion

began when Cyrus took the city, and went on from

ftep to ftep, 'till its defolation became as compleat as

the prophecy had threatened; yet perhaps nearly a

thoufand years from that time elapfed, before it was

totally forfaken, and became entirely a heap of ruins.

Ages are moments with God, and a thoufand years

are as one day, and he furveys his vaft plan at one

view, and therefore declares to his prophets his final

defigns in one word, though it may require ages to

fulfil them.

Thus it is in the prefent cafe : Chrift will come to

judge the world, to raife the dead, to burn the globe,

&c. but thefe are far from being all his defigns in

coming ; but all his purpofes muft be fulfilled, and

therefore he will take time for all. Sometimes, when

the coming of Chrift is fpoken of, one event is con-

nected with it, and fometimes another : but if there

were a thoufand different events connected in the

Scriptures
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Scriptures with the coming of Chrift, they would all

happen ; and one is no objection to the other at all.

Some fay, that they do not believe that Chrift will ever

come perfonally, except tojudge the world, &c. I do

not believe that he will come twice before the confla-

gration, any more than they ; but if I can fliew that

many other of the grand defigns of heaven cannot

be accomplifhed until the perfonal appearance of

Chrift, I mould imagine they would have no objec-

tion to his fulfilling all his promifes, as well as thofe

that they have been accuftomed to believe. The only

way to know all the defigns of the Lord in thus pub-

licly defcending to earth again, is to collect all the

paffages of Scripture that refer thereto, and take par-

ticular notice of all the events that ftand connected

therewith : and if any will take fuch pains to come

at the truth, I miftake the matter much, if they do

not find a great number of grand defigns to be ful-

filled by the Saviour, at his coming, and during his

abode on earth. The difcuflion of thefe important

purpofes will be a principal part of the fubftance of

this courfe of Lectures ; one of which (the deftruction

of the army of Gog and Magog) I have confidered

already, and mall endeavour in the fame manner to

treat of the reft, in their order.

But firft 1 will give you a few more proofs from

Scripture that he will certainly appear, and be -vifible

to the eyes of men. That he will come vifibly and

openly, may be certainly concluded from thofe many

warnings which he has given to us, not to give the

lead attention to thofe that fay, e Lo, here is Chrift,

* pr \q, he is rhers ; if they mall fay, Behold, he is

'in
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' Ui the defart, go not forth : behold he is in the

' fecret chambers, believe it not.' See St. Mattbu

xxiv. 23. 26. St. Mark xiii. 21. St. Luke xvii. 23.

But if he had dehgned to come fpiritually or

fecretly, he would not have abfolutely forbidden us to

liften to all reports of, his being here or there, in

the defart, or in the fecret chambers ; he would have

given us marks by which we might have known him,

as he has done with refpect to the Holy Ghoft ; he

would have exhorted us not to believe every pre-

tender, but to examine the characters of fuch as

declared themfelves to be Chrift. But as he has for-

bidden us to enquire after, or in the lead to regard

any perfon, who either pretends to be Chrift, or that

Chrift is come, fecretly or fpiritually, and that he

may be found here or there ; it follows as a neceffary

confequence, that he will certainly come openly and

publicly. And this he gives as the very reafon why

he fo peremptorily forbids us to mind what they (hall

fay ; < For as the lightning cometh out of the eaft,

' and fhineth even unto the weft ; fo mall alfo the

' coming of the Son of man be :' St. Matth. xxiv. 27.

That is, his appearance (hall be as vifible as lightning,

and it may be as fudden, and (hall certainly be as

evident to all the world. ' And then (hall appear

' the fign of the Son of man in heaven ; and then

' fliall all the tribes of the earth mourn ; and they (hall

' fee the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven,

' with power and great glory/ ver. 30. St. Mark
xiii. 26. St. Luke xxi. 27. ( For as the lightning

' that lightneth out of the one part under heaven,

' fhinedi unto the other part iiftdcr heaven ; fo (hall

< alfo
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' alfo the Son of man be in his day :' St. Luke

xvii. 24.

What can be plainer than thefe and other pafTages ?

do they not declare, in the ftrongeft manner, the cer-

tainty of our Lord's public appearance ? When he

was adjured by the high-prieft to tell whether or not

he was the Chrilt the Son of God, he directly anfwered,

without the leaft referve or evafion, * I am ; and ye

* mail fee the Son of man fitting on the right hand

c of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven :'

St. Markxiv. 62. St. Matth. xxvi. 64. This tefti-

mony of our Lord, at a time when he was fo folemnly

adjured in the name of God ; when he knew that the

declaration of the truth would coft him his life ; ought

to be admitted as of great weight with us in this

matter.

If this important truth were not denied by fome,

and doubted of by others, I mould hardly need to add

any more teftimonies of what feems fo very plain.

But if any thing was wanting to make it evident

that Chrift will actually come in the clouds of heaven,

and appear vifibly to the eyes of men ; the manner of

his afcenfion, and what was fpoken on that occafion,

would be fumcient to confirm this idea, beyond the

pombility of deception.

f. And he led them (his difciples) out as far as to

* Bethany ; and he lifced up his hands and bleffed

' them. And it came to pafs while he blevTed them,

* he was parted from them, while they beheld he was

* taken up, and a cloud received him out of their

' light ; and (he was) carried up into heaven. And
' while they looked ftedfatily toward heaven, as he

' went
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c went up, behold, two men ftood by them in white

* apparel ; who alfo faid, Ye men of Galilee, why
* ftand ye gazing up into heaven ? This fame Jefus,

* who is taken up from you into heaven, (hall fo

' come, in like manner, as ye have feen him go into

' heaven.' St. Lukexxiv. 50, 51. Acts i. 9, 10, 11.

This fingle declaration of the angels, I efteem fully

fufficient to determine the faith of all Chriftians, if

they would attend to it properly.

Did not Jefus afcend from the Mount ofOlives with

his real body ? Did he not go up vilibly ? Did not a

cloud receive him ? So mail he come with his own

body, in the clouds of heaven, vifibly and openly,

and defcend to the Mount of Olives.

For this glorious event the apoftles waited, and

taught their difciples, who turned from idols to ferve

the living and true God, ' To wait for his Son from

* heaven, whom he raifed from the dead ; even

' Jefus, who delivered us from the wrath to come,'

1 Theff. i. 9, 10.

The apoftles had their converfation in heaven, from

whence they looked ' for the Saviour, the Lord Jefus

* Chrift,' Phil. iii. 20. St. Paul faid without hefita-

tation, For the Lord himfelf (hall defcend from

heaven with a fliout, with the voice of the arch-

' angel, and with the trump of God : and the dead

in Chrift mail rife firft/ 1 ThefT. iv. 16. Which he

never would have faid, unlefs he had expected him

to come really and perfonally. And St. Paul charged

Timothy, before God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift,

' who (faith he) fhall judge the quick and the dead

* at his appearing, and his kingdom ;' to preach the

Vol. I. G g word,
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word, $>cc. i Tim. iv. i, 2. and faid, * For I an*

6 now ready to be offered, and die time of my depar-

c ture is at hand, I have fought the good fight, I have

* finished my courfe, I have kept the faith : hence-

f forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouf-

' nefs, which the L"ord, the righteous judge, (ball

f give me at that day ; and not to me only, but unto

( all them alfo that love his appearing,' ver. 6, 7, 8.

And alfo he fays,
i For I know whom I have

* believed, and am perfuaded that he is able to keep

f that which I have committed unto him againft that

p day,' chap. i.. 12.— And to the Coloffians he faith,

* When Chrift, who is our life, (hall appear ; then

' mall ye alfo appear with him in glory/ Col. iii. 4.

—

And to the TheiTalonians he fays, * The Lord Jefus

' (hall be revealed from heaven with his mighty

6 angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them

* that know not God, and that obey not the gofpel

' of cur Lord Jefus Chrift', 2 Theff. i. 7, 8. And

he prays for the members of that church, that the

Lord might ftablifh their ' hearts unblameable in

f holinefs before God, even our Father, at the com-

6 ing of our Lord Jefus Chrift with all his faints,'

1 Theff. iii. 13. And to Titus he fpeaks of ' Look-

e ing for that bleffed hope, and the glorious appearing

f of the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift :'

Tit. ii. 13. And to the Hebrews he fays, * Unto

t them that look for him (hall he appear .the fecond

c lime, without fin unto falvation,' Heb. ix. 28. AH

thefe teftimonies were borne by St. Paul to the reality

of that glorious event of which I am fpeaking ; and

the other apoilles join to confirm the fame thing : but

fui
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furely I need not to quote any more paflages to

prove it ; for if there is any meaning at all in words}

they certainly expected Chrift's vifible and perfonal

appearance on the earth, after his afcenfion to

heaven.

I am aware that fome fuppofe that the coming of

Chrift in the clouds of heaven, only intended the

defcent of the Holy Ghoft, 'when the kingdom of

God came with power. To thefe I anfwer, that Chrift

fpeaks of the coming of the Holy Ghoft as a. very

different event from his own coming ; he reprefents

that it was neceffary for him to go away, that the

Comforter might come ; and he told the difciples

that he mould afcend to God, and then he would

fend the Spirit : which furely gives us to underftand

the coming of the Holy Ghoft, and the fecond com-

ing of Chrift, 'to be two very different events. And
io the apoftles uiiderftood the matter : for when they

were baptized with the Holy Ghoft, they declared

that the promifes of the Saviour were fulfilled, wherein

he had promifed them the Comforter, the Holy Ghoft,

power from on high, the baptifm of the Holy Ghoft

and fire ; but never intimated that the promifes of his

coming again were accomplifhed, but quite the con-

trary ; they declared that he was then exalted at the

.

right hand of the Father, was afcended into the hea-

vens : and at the fame time declared, that the times

cf refrefhing fliould come from the prefence of the

Lord ; and added, ' And he fhall fend Jefus Chrift,

' who before was preached unto ydt] ; v horn the hea-

' ven muft receive (or retain) until the times, (that is,

the beginning cf the times, or feafons) ' of reftitution

G £ 2. 'of



£28 Lectures on the Prophecies.

e of all things ; which God hath fpoken by the mouth

' of all his holy prophets, fince the world began/

Acts iii. 20, 2 1 . So that it is evident, that they expected

Chrift to come again after the defcent of the Holy

Ghoft, and continued to look for his perfonal appear-

ance, and taught all believers to expect it ; which they

would not have done had they believed it already

acccompliihed.

Others fuppofe that thefe promifes of the coming

of Chrift were fulfilled in the deftrudion of Jerufalem,

and in the judgments which were inflicted on the

Jewifli nation in their utter difperfion. This hypo-

thecs, though more plaufible than the other, is

equally groundlefs ; as will appear if we confider,

u That it was exprefly declared, that Jefus fliould

come again in like manner as he afcended up into

heaven : that is, that he lliould come with his human

body, in the clouds of heaven, vifibly attended with

faints and angels ; mould ftand upon the Mount of

Olives. But it is evident Chrift did not come in that

manner at the time of the deftrudion of Jerufalem.

2. It was declared that Chrift fhould be feen by all,

coming in the clouds of heaven, and that all the

tribes of the earth fliould mourn, &c. But was this

fulfilled at the deftrudion of Jerufalem > Did Chrift

vifibly appear to the eyes of all. nations, and did they

univerfilly mourn when Jerufalem was deftroyed ?

Rather, did not all the people in fubjedion to the

Romans greatly rejoice on that account ?

3. The coming of Chrift (hall be, as we have heard,

for the deftrudion of the hoft that fhall be gathered at

jerufaten?! at the lime of that event : but on the con-

trary,
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trary, when Jerufalem was deftroyed by die Romans,

no deflruclion came upon the enemies of the Jews,

but almofl utter deflruclion upon themfelves ; neither

was there the leaft appearance in their favour, except

a fmall remnant being preferved, that the nation mould

not be wholly cut off.

4. The converfion of the Jews (hall be effected by

the perfonal coming of Chrift, (as I fhall (hew) : buc

nothing like this took place when Jerufalem was de-

ftroyed, nor ever fince ; the Jews were hardened, and

perifhed in defpair ; nor have they ever yet, as a

nation, lamented their great fin in crucifying the Lord

of glory.

5. Neither did thofe other great events happen at

the deflruclion of Jerufalem which are to take place

at the coming of Chrift, and to follow after it ; fuch

as the coming of the faints, their refurreclion from the

dead, the changing of the living faints, their being

caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord, the reign

of Chrift over the whole earth for a thoufand years,

(during which period, peace, health, and plenty are

to prevail ;) the fecond or general refurreclion, the

day of judgment, the conflagration of the world ; for

all thefe are events that mail happen at the coming of

Chrift, or follow after it in their order ; and as none

of them took place at the deflruclion of Jerufalem,

nor any of them fince, we are certain that the appear-

ance of Chrift is yet future, and is one of thofe grand

fubjecls of prophecy that yet remain to be fulfilled.

6. St. John, who is fuppofed to have written the

book of the Revelations in the reign of Domitian,

fometime after the dellruclion of Jerusalem, fpeaks of

the
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the' coming of Chrift as future, though certain :
{ Be-

6 hold he cometh with clouds ; and every eye fhall fee

* him, and they alfo who pierced him : and all kin-

' dreds of the earth mail wail becaufe of him : even fo,

' Amen.' Rev. i. 7.

' That which ye have already, hold Faft till I come/

chap. ii. 25. ' Behold I come quickly : hold that

c fall which thou haft, that no man take thy crown/

chap. iii. 11. ' Behold, I come as a thief. BlelTed

e
is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, left

' he walk naked, and they fee his Pname,' chap. xvi.

1 5. ' Behold I come quickly : bleffed is he that

* keepeth die fayings of the prophecy of this book/

chap. xxii. 7. ' And behold I come quickly ; and

' my reward is with me, to give every man according

e as his work fhall be/ ver. 1 2. ' He who teftifietli

* thefe things, faith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.

' Even fo come, Lord Jefus/ ver, 20.

By thefe paffages, and others in the book of the

Revelations, it appears, that no book in the New
Teftament fpeaks fo much of the coming of Chrift as

this doth, and it being written after the deftrucftion of

Jerufalem, is a new proof (though it was certainly prov-

ed before) that the deftruction of Jerufalem, and the

perfonal coming of Chrift, are not cotemporary events.

There are yet fome who fay, that the coming of

Chrift which the New Teftament fpeaks of, is only

a fpiritual coming ; his reign a fpiritual reign in the

hearts of his faints ; and his kingdom a fpiritual king-

dom of righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft,

a kingdom within us, not coming by obfervation, he.

To fuch, I need only remark that if this had been all

that
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that the Scriptures bad intended, the apoftles never

need to have looked for Ch rift's coming and kingdom

as future events ; for he promifed his apoftles to be

with them alway, even to the end of the age ; and to

be with even the fmall number of two or three, that

mould be gathered together in his name : St. Matth.

jsxviii. 20. xviii. 20.—He always reigns in the hearts

of all true believers, and his kingdom of righteoufnefs,

&c. is now in the world, and prevails in the hearts of all

that love God.—If we are only to understand Chrift's

coming in afpiritual manner, we have no need to look

for it as future, but to rejoice in it as ever prefent

:

But many abfurdities would unavoidably attend this

way of thinking, which I need not mention.

It is evident, therefore, from what hath been faid,

that the prophecies fpeak largely of the coming of

Chrift—and that thofe prophecies have not been ful-

filled—and confequently, this grand, awful, and im-

portant event is (till future.

The figns of his coming are evident, and will be

more and more fo ; but men will not take warning.O
Now is the time to look out for deceivers and falfe

prophets : Many have rifen up in our times, pre-

tending to be Chrift—many faying, Lohere is Chrift,

or lo he is there—Some fay, that he is come already,

as much as ever he will come—fome that the refur-

redion, and even the laft judgment, are paft :—But
' take heed that no man deceive you/ fays Chrift;

.and the caution was never more neceftary than now.

—Wars, and rumours of wars, have been frequent in

our time; nation hath rifen up againft nation, and

linft kingdom: there have been famines,

r>; and as for ca:ihquakes, they never

were
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were To frequent as they have been for this half century

pait ; as I mentioned in my laft Lecture.—There have

been many fearful lights, and great figns from heaven :

the Northern Lights, or Aurora Borealis
y were not known

till the year 17 16.—There have been figns in the fun,

and in the moon, and in the ftars ; and upon the earth

diftrefs of nations, with perplexity, the fea and the

waves roaring ; men's hearts failing them for fear, and

for looking after thofe things which are coming on the

earth : yet, notwithflandinding all thefe figns, ini-

quity abounds, and on that account the love of many

waxes cold.—The world (till goes on its way ; and fo

fhall continue, 'rill the very day and hour when the

Lord Jefus (hall be revealed from heaven :*—* But as

* the days of Noah were, fo fhall alfo the coming of the

* Son of man be. For as in the days that were before

* the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying

* and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah en-

' tered into the ark, and knew not until the flood

* came, and took them all away ; fo fhall alfo the

1 coming of the Son of man be. Likewife alfo, as it

* was in the days of Lot, they did eat, they drank,

( they bought, they fold, they planted, they builded

:

* But the fame day that Lot went out of Sodom, it

* rained tire and brimftohe from heaven, and deftroyed

* them all. Even thus (hall it be in the day when the

« Son of man is revealed :' St. Matth. xxiv. 37, 38,

39. St. Luke, xvii. 26 30.— ' When the Son

1 of man cometh, (hall he find faith on the earth P

St. Luke, xviii. 8.

This view of the matter, given us by our Lord

himfelf,. entirely overthrows the opinion of thofewho

fuppofe
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fuppofe that that flourifhing (late of the Church, Co

largely fpcken of in the Scriptures, will take place

before the coming of Chrift ; whereas one of his prin-

cipal defigns in coming to earth, is to introduce that

ftate—as I mail (hew.

I have juft a few circumftances to notice, and then

fhall proceed to confider, in order, thofe glorious pur-

pofes which our Redeemer mail fulfil on this globe,

during the time of his continuance here.—Such glo-

rious defigns. the Lord has in view, in thus defcending

to the earth, as fhall appear worthy of a God, and

infinitely beneficial to his creatures.—To fet fonh

thofe wonderful works, which his Almighty love, wif-

dom and power, fhall perform, in that day and time,

is the principal defign of this Courfe of Lectures

;

which, I doubt not, will be attended by fuch who

wifh to enquire into thofe great and important things

which fhall then come to pafs.

At what feafon of the year may it be thought that

Chrift will come ?

No doubt, at one of the equinoxes, when the days

and nights are equal.

The equinoxes (land remarkably diftinguifhed in

Scripture.

The autumftal equinox is evidently diftinguifhed

(fays Mr. Kennedy, in the Infrodu&ory Dlfcourfe on

the Chronology of the JVorld) in facred hiftory, by the

following computations :

i. Time commenced on the fourth day of the week,

at noon, at the autumnal equinox, and on a full-

tnoon day.

2. The fun and moon were created on that month

Vol. I. H h and
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and day of the firfc lunar year of the world, on which

the Jews obferve the Feafl of Tabernacles ; and when-

ever they celebrate this feaft, as they annually do, they,

at the fame time, celebrate the birth-day of the world,

and, let me add, the birth-day of the Median too.

3. The primitive patriarchs reckoned the ages of

men, and the duration of things, by folar tropical

years ; but they computed the times, and recorded all

hiflorical transactions and events, by the months and

days of the lunar year.

4. The ages of the antedeluvian and poftdeluvian

patriarchs, are reduced, by an agronomical law, to

begin and end at the autumnal equinox, and fo to run

Liielwith their correfponding years of the world.

c. The fabbatical years, and the years of the Jubilee,

were computed to begin and end at the autumnal

equinox.

6. The feven years of plenty, and the feven years

of famine, foretold by Jofeph, began and ended at the

autumnal equinox.

7. The temple of Solomon was dedicated at the

autumnal equinox, on the fifteenth day of the feventh

month, reckoned from the vernal equinox.

The temple of Solomon (the type of Chrift incar^

nate) was dedicated on the fame month, day of the

month, and day of the week, on which Chrift, the

anti-type, was born.

The vernal equinox is diftinguifhed in facred hiftory

by a greater variety of events than the autumnal.

1 . God called Abram out of the land of his nativity,

( f the Ch4dees, at the vernal equinox.

2, God
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2. God revealed unto Abram, in a vlfion, the future

difpenfations of his providence, towards his remote

pofterity, at the vernal equinox.

3. The 215 years in which the three patriarchs,

Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, fojourned in the land of

Canaan, began and ended at the vernal equinox.

4. The 215 years in which the children of Ifrael fo-

journed in the land of Egypt, began and ended at the

vernal equinox.

5. The children of Ifrael departed out of Egypt,

and they entered into Canaan, at the vernal equinox.

6. The 120 years of the life of Mofes, are com-

puted to begin and end at the vernal equinox.

7. The 1 10 years of the life of Jofhua, and the 30

years of his government after he had divided the land

by lot, began and ended at the vernal equinox.

8. The twelve intervals between the death of

Jofhua and the death of Eli, the high-prieft, are com-

puted to begin and end at the vernal equinox.

9. The reigns of Saul, David, and Solomon, and

the reign of all the kings of Judah and Ifrael, are com-

puted to begin and end at the vernal equinox.

10. The feventy years of the Babyloniih captivity,

began and ended at the vernal equinox.

11. The prophet Daniel's feventy weeks, or 40a

years, in their folar tropical reckoning, began and

ended at the vernal equinox.

12. The prophet Daniel's feventy weeks, in their

lunar computation, began and end:d with a vernal

equinoctial full moon.

13. The Prince Mefliah was cut off, or Chrift died

the death of the crofs, at the vernal equinoctial full

moon.

H h 2 14. The
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14. The laft forty years of God's forbearance of the

iniquity of Judah and Ifrael, began at the vernal

equinox, and at the fid? palTover in our Saviour's

public miniftry ; and they ended at the vernal equinox,

and at that paffover on which the city of Jerufalem was

befieged by the Romans.

15. The conception of John the Baptift, the fore-

runner of Chrift, happened at a new moon ; and his

birth at the vernal equinox, upon the feaft of unlea-

vened bread, and at a full moon.

1 6. The conception of the Mefliah happened alio

at a new moon ; and his birth at the autumnal equi-

nox, and the feftival full moon.

Thus far Mr. Kennedy.

Thus We fee that the equinoxes have been diftin~

guifhed by many remarkable events ; and it is highly

probable that our Lord will come at one of them :

—

and I am apt to think his appearance will be at the au-

tumnal equinox, at which time the world was created.

And what more particularly caufes me to think that

he will come at the autumnal equinox, is, that he will

come at the time that the mighty army of Gog fhall

have ravaged the country of Ifrael, and made thera-

felves mailers of Jerufalem. Now, it is hardly likely

that an army fhould take the winter-feafon to go to

war in. The time of their collecting their forces toge-

ther, may probably be at the vernal equinox, and

fpn they may prevail over the land of

Ifrael ; and a little before the autumnal equii

come to Jerufalem^ and take it ; and jnft at

n, the Lord vtfill fuddenly appear, foi the

defl uc-
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dcftmcuon of his enemies, and the deliverance of his

people—of which I have already fpoken.

It is declared, that when Chrift (hall come in the

clouds, every eye (hall fee him.—But to make this

pofiible, without multiplying miracles, the following

things muft be fuppoied :

1. That he will appear in great glory, mining like

the fun in the firmament; and we are expieily told,

$vnl\ come with power and great glory, in his

lory, and the glory of the Father, and of the

holy angels.—The declarations of the brightnefs of hi$

coming flrengthen our faith, and affift us to compre-

hend the poffibility of every eye's being able to fee

him, even at the greatefi diftance.

2. He mud defcend in fuch a manner as to be

within 90 degrees of all the habitable parts of the

glube in his defcent, or elfe fome of the inhabitants

will be below the horizon, and thereby will be ren-

dered incapable of feeing him. It is very remarkable

that the city of Jcrufalem, to which our Saviour (hall

defcend, and which lies in latitude 32 degrees north,

is within 90 degrees of the latitude of every inha-

bited place upon earth ; for there has been no inhabi-

tants difcovered farther fouth than Cape Horn, which

is about 58 degrees fouth ; and I queflion whether

there is any land farther fouth capable of being inha-

bited ; and if Chrift comes at the autumnal equinox,

it is probable th > fhips will be failing at the time in

any of thofe high fouth latitudes, (as it will be juft at

the clofe of winter) 1 sed rarely been tra-

velled, exc< the purpofe of making difecveries.

It may therefore be c : ;d
3
that not a fingle perfon
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will be found, either at Tea or land, more than 90 de-

grees fouth of Jerufalem, when ChrHt fhall come.

God did not choofe the land of Canaan, and the

city of Jerufalem, for his peculiar dwelling, without rea-

fon 1 for perhaps no country, or place, is fituated fo

near the centre of Europe, Afia, and Africa, as that is,

and none feems to lie fo convenient for a communica-

tion with all parts of the world. A nd it is a queftion with

me, whether if the fun was placed directly vertical over

Jerufalem, it would not be above the horizon to

nearly all the inhabitants of thefe three quarters of the

globe; and if fo, Chrift may appear at once to molt

of the nations of the earth. Neverthelefs,

3. It feems neceflary that he mould remain in one

pofition in the air, during one revolution of the earth on

its axis ; that he may be {^n by every eye—and that

all the faints that (hall be raifed, or changed, may rife

at the fght of their Lord, to meet him in the air—
which could not be done with that beautiful order which

characterizes all the works of God, unlefs one day

mould be thus wholly employed, in manifefting Chrift

to all people—raiHng the dead faints, changing the living

faints, and cau.fing them to mount up as their Lord

appears, 'till they are collected from every part of the

earth and fea — But I only mention it here, purpofmg

to treat of it more largely in order.

As every day in the original week was diiTmguifhed

by fome wonderful work ; fo that remarkable day

in which thefe wonders mall be wrought, at t

appearing of our Lord, fhall be different from all

other days, as was the day when the fun and moon

{rood (till it the command of Jofhua, and alio w 1

.

it



fc E C T U R E V. J.g9

it returned ten degrees backward in the days of Heze-

kiah, and more efpecially the day on which our Lord

was crucified, when a total eclipfe of the fun happened

at a full moon.

Zechariah fpeaking of the identical natural day when

' Chrift {hall come, fays

—

c And it mail come to pafs

( in that day, that the light mail not be clear nor dark.'

-^It (hall be coagulated, or curdled— the glories it)

which Chrift (hall appear, mall caufe the light to look

different from that of other days— and therefore it

mall be mixed, or coagulated.

—

\ But it mail be one

' day, which (hall be known to Jehovah; not day

* nor night : but itfiir.ll come to oafs, that at evening-

* time it {hall be light.' Zech. xiv. 6, 7.

That great day on which thefe wonders fhall be done,

{hall be one day, known to the Lord, diftinguifhedfrom

ail other days, as well by the different appearance of its

light, as by many other infallible figns, and efpecially

that when evening comes it mail be light, in the ab-

fence of the fun ; which wonderful phenomenon mall

be caufed by the glory of the Lord, which {hall be

vifible.

What hour of the day Chrift will appear firft, we
cannot tell, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crow-

ing, or in the morning', (St. Mark xiii. 35.)— all thefe

four watches are night-watches ; and the mention of

them fcems to imply that Chrift will make his appear-

ance to all in the abfence of the fun, that his coming

may be more noticed : but at which of the four watches,

he hath told us, that we know not; and as he hath

concealed it, we are fure it is not material for us to

know

;
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know : and therefore rejecting this circumftance, I

ihall form no conjectures.

I have in this Lecture endeavoured to prove the

certainty of the perfonal, vifible coming of Chrift;

which I think mult be evident, if there is any meaning

at all in the prophecies. I have alfo mentioned feveral

probable circumftances attending his coming ; as, the

time which he fhall continue in the air, one natural day

—the feafon of the year in which he fhall come, the

autumnal equinox—that he mall appear in the abfence of

the fun : This lafl: feems rather a revealed circumfcance,

though the exact hour is concealed. We may fpeak,

with confidence, that he will appear in glory—will

mine with heavenly light, his very body will appear

luminous, and he will be furrounded with brightnefs,

fo as to appear vifible to every eye—that he will come

fuddenly—will defcend to the Mount of Olives, from

which he afcended : for all thefe are circumftances not

only probable, but certain ; being exprefly foretold.

I have now before me an open fea, where I may fail

without interruption, for a long time : the necemty of

our Saviour's coming, and the important purpofes for

which he will appear and defcend to the earth, are

more than I can fully difcufs in this Lecture. I will,

however, jufl hint at a few things, which prove the ne-

ceffity of his thus appearing.

1. That the Scriptures may be fulfilled; for the

Scripture cannot be broken : thus it is written, and

thus it muft be accomplifhed. If Chrift dom not

thus come, and appear vifible to the eyes of men, a

great number of prophecies will never be accom-

plifl
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plifhed, according to the plain evident meaning of

them : but they cannot fail : therefore, he mud come.

The prophecies that fpeak of his fufTering^ aie few,

compared with thofe that fpeak of his glory ; and were

therefore overlooked by the Jews, who expected a

triumphant Meffiah : But rather than one prophecy

mould fall to the ground, jefus chofe to funer the

death of the crofs, and proved, from the Scripture - the

abfoiute neceffity of the fame ; that all the words of

the prophets refpecting that event might be fulfilled.

And are not thofe Chriftians who deny the peribnal

appearance and glorious kingdom of Chrift on earth,

much more to blame than the Jews ; fince they are

obliged to deny, evade, or (which amounts to the

fame) explain away many more prophecies of the C Id

Teftament, to avoid believing thefe great truths, than

die Jews are to avoid believing in the fuffering Hate of

the Meffiah ? Befides, fuch Chriftians are obliged to

deny the plain literal import of many exprefs prophe-

cies, delivered by our Saviour and his apofties, re*

fpecting his coming and kingdom ; in which they are

far more blame-worthy than the Jews, who doubtiefs,

if they believed in the Meffiah, would acknowledge

his prophecies to be literally true.

2. Chrift has been publickly reproached and dif-

graced on earth—he publickly differed the mod bitter

and ignominious death ; and therefore it is highly rea-

fonabie, and indeed abfolutely neceflary, that where he

endured (name and contempt, he mould be propor-

tionably honoured and glorified. And how can this

be done, unlefs he comes perfonally, and reigns pub-

lickly, where he was crucified ?

Vol. I. 1 i If
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If any man had been publickly difgraced, belied,

flandered, and had fuffered public punifhment un-

juftly, and was afterwards to go into a far country,

and be there highly advanced; he would never confi-

der his triumph as abfolutely compleat, 'till he had re-

turned with all his enfigns of glory and dignity, and

entered in fplendour into the place where he had been

thus diflionoured and fhamefully treated : and he

would confiderone day's triumph there as wiping away

his reproach more effectually, than all the poffible

honours that he could receive in a far diftant place

:

where they could not be known and feen by thofe

who had abufcd him.

And fhall not the glorious Redeemer, who was once

defpifed and rejected of men—who was a man of for-

row, and acquainted with grief—who appeared without

form or comelinefs, in the eyes of finful mortals—who

gave his back to the fmiters, and his cheeks to them

that plucked off the hair—who hid not his face from

fhame and fpitting—who was fcourged, crowned with

thorns, mocked, derided, ridiculed, and finally cruci-

fied between two thieves :—I fay, fhall he not come

in glory, and rule with power and raajeily, in the very

place where he fuffered ?—Surely, it is reafonable to

fuppofe that he will ; and the Scriptures have declared

that he (hall, and that his enemies (hall be clothed

with fliame, while upon himfeJfJJjall his ci'own flourijb.

3. The faints and faithful followers of the Lamb,

have fuffered reproach and perfecution in all ages, and

have been difgraced on earth—and it feems reafonable

that they who have fuffered with and for Chrift, fhould

be glorified with him; as fays St. Paul— ' And if

* children,
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c children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint heirs

* with Chrift ; if fo be that we fuffer with him, that we
' may be alfo glorified together. For I reckon, that

* the fufferings of this prefent time are not worthy to

' be compared with the glory which (hall be revealed in

1 us;' Rom. viii. 17, i3.—And how vaft muft that

glory be, that mail fo fvvallow up the amazing fufferings

of the prefent time, as to make them not worthy to be

named or thought of ! to make them feem light and

momentary, when at prefent, to fome, they feem fo

long, heavy, and fevere !

4. Chrift has much work to do, which feems to re-

quire his immediate prefence and direction ; and many
purpofes to perform, and defigns to fulfil, which make

his coming to earth, and abiding here for a time,

highly necefTary.—What thefe defigns are, and the

manner in which they (hall be executed, will, by the

leave of God, be farther confidered in the followingo
Lecture.

END CF THE FIFTH LECTURE.



LECTURE VI.

Some of the glorious events that Jhall take place at the

coming of Chrijt ; as the refurreclion and changing of

the faints, &c. and the converf.on of the Jezvs : all

which require his perfonal appearance.

Mentioned in my laft, that many great works

and defigns of our Lord, feem to require his

immediate prefe'nce and direction ; and therefore it

is neceifary that he fhould defcend from heaven,

and dwell on earth again.

Some there are who deny this glorious Scripture

truth, under a pretence that it would be too humi-

liating for our Lord to defcend from his high throne

in heaven, to dwell on earth ; but fuch forget, or

perhaps do not believe, that he once left that glory

which he had with the Father, before the world was

:

St. John xvii. 5. That he who was in the form of

God, humbled himfelf, and became of no reputation;

took upon him the form of a fervant, and was

made in the likenefs of men : and being found in

i \ ion as a man, he humbled himfelf, and became

obedient unto death, even the death of the crofs : Phil.

ii. 6, 7, 8. That he that was the brightnefs of the

glory of God, and tie exprefs image of his perfon,

and upholding all things by the word of his power,

by himfelf purged our fins : Heb. i. 3. That he

by whom the world was made, was in the world-,

but
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but the world knew him not : St. John i. 10. That

he that was rich, for our fakes became poor, that wc

through his poverty might be rich : 2 Cor. viii. 9.

It cannot therefore be thought incredible, that he

that humbled himielf fo much as to hang on a crofs,

and die for our fins, mould condeicend to come and

reigrn over us.

But I have (hewn already that Chrift's coming to

reign on earth, is fo far from being a degradation to

him, that it will be the higheft honour, and mofl com-

pleat triumph that he ever yet received. And the

fame may be faid of the faints that fhall come and

reign with him on earth ; both he and they fliall be

crowned with glory, where once they fuffered lhame.

But even upon the fuppofition that Chrift's defcent

from heaven to earth, might be counted an act of

humiliation, and be judged by proud reafon as unfit;

yet if it is propheiied of in Scripture, it will cer-

tainly be fulfilled ; and that it is, I have (hewn before,

if there is any meaning in words. And I believe

Chrift would reprove thofe who fhould deny it, under

a pretence of its being beneath his dignity thus to

defcend and reign on earth, accordingto the Scrip-

tures, as he did Peter for faying that he fhould not

fuffer.

Chrift had been foretelling e how that he muft go
1 unto Jerufalem, and fuffer many things of the elders,

c and chief priefts, and fcribes ; and be killed, and
e be raifed again the third day/ This was what

Peter could not bear to hear of, and, no doubt,

thought he did well to oppofe it ; and therefore took

Jcfus l and began to rebuke him, faying, Be it far

' from
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( from thee, Lord : this fhall not be unto thee. But

f he turned and faid unto Peter, Get thee behind me,

'

' Satan ; thou art an offence unto me ; for thou fa-

' voureft not the things that be of God, but thofe that

* be of men :' St. Matth. xvi. 21, 22, 23.

But Peter had an excufe for oppofing the fuffer-

ings of Chrift, that we cannot have for denying his

perfonal reign on earth. The death of the crofs was

ihameful to the laft degree : not fo Chrift's coming

to reign on earth : It is in the higheft degree honour-

able. His death was unjuft in the higheft fenfe, as

inflicted by the hands of men ; what he had been

fo far from deferving, that he had merited the higheft

honour : but this glorious reign of Chrift on earth is

his rightful due ; what he has merited, and the Father

has promiied him ; what he expects, and for which

he is conftantly making preparation. And if Chrift

would not be hindered from accomplifliing thofe fuf-

ferings of which the Scriptures fpake, choofing rather

to die the moft bitter and fhameful death, than that

one word of the law or prophets mould fail ; cer-

tainly he will come in the clouds of heaven, and reign

on the earth ; fince the prophets have fpoken of this

event, with no lefs certainty than they did of his fuf-

ferings and death. And befides, the fecond coming

and kingdom of Chrift, are thofe great realities which

the New Teftament feems perpetually to fet before

us. Chrift and his apoftles conftantly direct us to

watch, and to be like men waiting for his coming,

and warn us to be always ready for it ; and to

behave in fuch a manner while on earth, as to be

then
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tlien approved of : and they always fet the rewards

of that day before us, for our encouragement.

The firft Chriftians and martyrs who lived near the

apoftles times, lived and died in the faith of thefe

things ; and therefore halted to fried their blood, that

they might fhare in the firft refurrection, and reign

with Chrift on earth. I might produce many tefti-

monies to this purpofe ; but that of Jujtin fhall fnffice;

who (ays :
' I, and as many as are orthodox Chriftians

' in all rejects, do acknowledge that there fhall be

' a refurrection of the flefh, (meaning the firft refur-

( reclion) and a thoufand years in Jerufalem rebuilt,

( and adorned, and enlarged, as the prophets Ezekiel,

6 and Ifaiah, and others unanimously atteft. A cer-

( tain man among us whofe name was John, one of

' the apoftles of Chrift, in a revelation made to him,

* did prophefy that the faithful believers in Chrift

' fhould live a thoufand years in Jerufalem, and after

' thefe fhould be the general refurrection and judg-

1 ment.' Justin Martyr, Dial, cum Tryphone, pars

fecunda, page 307, 308. Edit. Paris. Page 313. et

315. Edit. Thirlbii.

Excufethis digreftion, (if it may be called fuch) and

let us pafs to confider thofe great things which Chrift

(hall perform at his coming, of which the Scripture

fpeaks, and which feem to require his immediate pre-

fence to accomplifh.

Some of thofe great events are the raifino of the

dead faints, and changing thofe that are found alive

at that time on earth, who fhall be judged worthy of fo

great an honour, and taking them all up together, to

meet him in the air. Thefe wonderful things fhall

be
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be accomplished when Jefus comes, but not before.

When he mall come, he will bring the fpirits of thofe

who (hall be accounted worthy of his kingdom and

glory with him ; as faith the Apoftle,

6 For if we believe that Jefus died, and rofe again,

* even fo them alfo that fleep in Jefus will God bring

' with him. For this we fay unto you by the word

' of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain unto

* the coming of the Lord fhall not prevent them who
c are afleep. For the Lord himfelf (hall defcend from

c heaven with a fnout, with the voice of the arch-angel,

e and with the trump of God ; and the dead in Chrirt

{ fhall rife firft :' 1 Theff. iv. 14, 15, 16. When our

Lord (hall come he (hall bring his faithful fervants

with him, and raife their bodies from their graves, in

his own likenefs. * Beloved, now are we the fons of

* God, and it doth not yet appear what we (hall be : but

( we know that when he fhall appear, we fhall be like

* him ; for we fhall fee him as he is :' 1 John iii. 2.

' When Chrift, who is our life, fhall appear, then

( (hall ye alfo appear with him in glory :' Col. iii. 4.

When he arofe from the tomb, ' many bodies of

e the faints which flept arofe, and came out of the

* graves after his refurreclion, and went into the holy

8 city, and appeared unto many :' St. Matth. xxvii.

52, 53. But this was but the firft fruits, an earned,

or fmall fpecimen of what fhall happen when Jefus

(hall come in glory ; for then fhall all that are worthy

of the honourable name of faints be raifed from their

graves; they (hall fpring into life, when Jefus comes;

and being found in the image of the heavenly man,

they (hall be glorified with him.

The
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The dead (hall not all arife at once : This is a very-

common but great miflake, arifing from not confi-

dering all the paffages of Scripture attentively that

fpeak of the refurrection. St. Paul intimates that there

(hall be two refurrecftions ; where fpeaking of this fub-

ject, he fays, ' But now is Chrift rifen from the dead,

' and is become the firft fruits of them that flept.

e For fince by man came death, by man came rlfo

' the refurrecftion of the dead. For as in Adam all die,

1 even fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive. But every

' man in his own order ; Chrift the firft fruits : after-

' ward they that are Chrift's at his coming : 1 Cor. xv.

-20, 21, 22, 23. And in another place he fays,

1 The dead in Chrift fhall rife firft,' 1 Their, iv. 16.

They fhall rife even before the living faints afcend

to meet their Lord, becaufe they fhall all afcend

together. But it is from the Revelations of St. John

alone, that we learn how long the faints fhall arife

before the reft of the dead, and for what purpofe

they fhall be raifed. ' And I faw thrones, and they

' fat upon them, and judgment was given unto them :

* and I faw the fouls of them that were beheaded for

' the witnefs of Jefus, and for the word of God, and
1 which had not worshipped the beaft nor his image,

c neither had received his mark upon their forehead?,

e or in their hands ; and they lived and reigned with

' Chrift a thoufand years. But the reft of the dead
1 lived not again until the dioufand years were finifhed :

c
this is the firft refurreclion. Blefled and holy is he

' that hath part in the firft rcfurrection : on fuch the

* fecond death hath no power ; but they fhall be priefts

* of God and of Chrift, and fhall reign with him a

' thoufand years:' Rev. xx. 4, 5, 6.

Vol. I. K k In
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In this fublime pafTage we have, 1 . A defcriptixfti 0?

thofe perfons who Qiall have a part in the flrft refur-

rection : They are all the martyrs that have been ever

put to death, for their attachment to the true religion

;

and all the faithful and true worfhippers of God, in all

ages : all thofe who have parted with every thing, or

any tiling, for Chrift's fake and the gofpel's; (fee St.

Mark, x. 29, 30.)—and, in a word, all the faints that

haveflept in Jeft;s.

2. We learn the exact length of time thatfhall pafs

between the refurrefiion of the faints and the reft of

the dead ; viz. a ihoufand years : During this period,

all the glorious promifes of God refpecling the latter

days (hall be fulfilled.

3. The great privileges of thofe happy perfons are

fet forth, with the high dignities they (hail enjoy : "The

fecond death jhall have no -power over them ; theyfhall be

priefis of God and of Chriji, and Jhall reign with him

a thou[and years.

Well may thefe be faid to be blejfed and holy : —
Thefe are the overcomers, who (hall inherit all things;

they (hall fing a new fong, faying

—

c Thou art wor-

( thy : for thou wad (lain, and haft redeemed us to

c God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue,

' and people, and nation; and haft made us unto our

'God kings and piiefts; and. we (hall reign on the

1
car:!) :' Rev. v. 9, 10.— ' They who (hall be ac-

( counted worthy to obtain that age, and the refurrec-

) from the dead, neither marry nor are given in

e; neither can they die any more : for

equal unto the angels ; and are the children of

4 God, beinrz the chi !

do:;:i of the refurre&ion :' St.

Luke
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Luke xx. 35, 36. That is, having a part in the firft refur-

recftion, isafull proof of their being the children ofGod :

—for none that are railed up at the appearance cf Chrift

l^all die any more; they fioall not be hurt of the fecond

death : but mall live and reign with Chrift on earth.—
Let us feek to live the life of the righteous, that we may

die their death, and that our laft end may be like

theirs: that we may deep in Jefus, and that our reft in

him may be glorious ; that fo, in that blooming morn-

ing, when our Lord (hail come, we may awake in his

likenefs, and be found of him in peace, without fpot

and blamelefs, and enter into his joy, and partake of

the honours of his kingdom !

This glorious refurrection of the faints from their

graves, is one of thofe grand events that (hall take place

at the coming of Chrift, and which evidently requires

his perfonal appearing.

But another important event, cotemporary with this,

is the change that mall pafs upon the living faints, which

mail take place the moment when the trumpet [hall

found to raife the dead faints. The poffibility of our

paffingfrom a mortal to an immortal ftate, without the

death of the body, was plainly (hewn in the transi-

tion of Enoch and Elijah ; but thefe inilances being

fo rare, the doctrine remained a myftery, kept fecret,

'till God revealed it to St. Paul, and he mewed it to

the churches; faying, ' Behold, I Ihew you a myftery;
1 We (hail not all fleep, but we (that is, all the faints

that (hall be found alive on earth, at our Lord's

coming) ' (hall all be changed, in a moment, in the

< twinkling of an eye, at the laft trump : for the

.-- (hall ibund, and the dead (that is, the righ-

K k 2 teous,
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teous, who have flept in Jefus) i fhall be raifed in-

' corruptible, and we (hall be changed :' i Cor. xv.

Ten thoufand times happy are thofe holy perfons,

that (hail be changed in an inftant at the appearing

of Jefus, and pafs to immortality without fear, pain.

Or death !

As fad as the faints are raifed out of their graves,

and the living faints are changed, they fhall rife to

meet their Lord ; fo that in the courfe of one day,

or while the earth performs one revolution upon its

axis, all the faints (hail be gathered from the land

and fea, not one fhall be left. The dead in Chrift

being raifed from all their tombs, ' Then we who are

' alive and remain, fhall be caught up together with

' them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the

c air : and fo fhall we ever (or always)- be with the

' Lord :
' i Thef. iv. 17.

Thefe are fome of the wonders of that day ; and

Oh, who would not with to {hare in thefe blefTings !

It is obvious there will be a flrange feparation in

that day, both among the living and the dead ; the

Judge of all will exaclly difiinguim thofe whom he

fhall count worthy of that glory ; and perfons will be

divided then, who have been in clofe connexion

before.

' Then fhall two be in the field ; the one fhall be

{ taken, and the other left. Two grinding at the

c mill ; the one fhall be taken, and the other lefr.

' I tell you, in that night there fhall be two in one bed ;

' the one fhall be taken, and the other fhall be left.

'Two fhall be grinding together; the one fliaU be

' tal
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f taken, and the other left. Two (hall be in the

* field ; the one (hall be taken, and the other left.'

Thefe are the words of our Lord ; (fee St. Matth.

xxiv. 40,41. St. Luke xvii. 34, 35, 36.) which caufed

his difciples to enquire, c Where, Lord ?' Where (hall

they be taken ? to what place (hall they be gathered ?

He anfwered and faid unto them, ' Wherefoever the

' body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together,'

ver. 37.

Meaning to inform them, that as naturally as eagles,

or other ravenous fowls, would gather to a carcafe,

fo all that mould be taken up, fhould be gathered to

him, and furround his glorified body, when he fhould

make his appearance in the clouds of heaven.

Who can conceive the joy that (hall be feen on

the countenances of thofe that (hall be thus cauehto
up to meet Jefus in the air, or the amazement that

(hall feize upon thofe that are unprepared to meet

him !

But I pafs to mention another grand defign which

our Lord hath in view in thus appearing openly

before the eyes of men, and coming in the clouds of

heaven : and that is the conveifionofthe Jewifh nation.

This grand event, which is fpoken of by the prophets

fo fully, yet remains to be accompliihed. There are

but few Chriftians in the world, but what believe

the fact, but many expect their conversion will be

brought about by the ordinary means of preaching the

gofpel, &c". But furely thofe perfons do not enough

confiJer the natural obftinacy of that people, and that

they have been capable of withitanding the moll; power-

ful means that God ever hath as yet ufed for the eonver-

fion of mankind.; and fuch as would have proved falu-

tary
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tary and effectual to the mod wicked and abandoned

people upon earth befides themfelves. Butfome will lay,

Are tli e Jews different from all other people ? and will

not the fame means convert them that would others ?

You muft acknowledge that our Lord knew all things,

and he terrified againft Chorazin and Bethfaida, and

the ether cities where mofi of his miracles were done,

faying, ' Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee,

' "Bethfaida ! For if the mighty works which were

' done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidcn, they

' would have repented long ago in fackcloth and allies.

' But I fay unto you, It mall be more tolerable for

* Tvre and Sidon in the day ofjudgment than for you.

id thou Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven,

' (halt be brought down to hell : for if the mighty

* works, which have been done in thee, had been done
4 in Sodom, it would have remained until this

* But 1 fay unto you, that it mall be more tolerable for

4 the land of Sodom in the cay ofjudgment, than for

' thee :' St. Matth. xi. 21, 22, 23, 24. St. Luke x. 13,

And remember, that he thatfaid this ' knew all men,

'and needed not that any mould terrify of man ; for

' he knew what was in man/ St. John ii. 24, 25. He
knew that the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah,

Tyre and Sidpn, would have been converted by thofe

means, which availed little or nothing towards the

conversion of the more ftubborn Jews.

And he feverely blames the carelefTnefs, and more

than brutal ftupidity of the men of that nation and age,

by comparing them to the heathen :
' faying, ' The

' queen of thefouth mail rife up in the judgment with

6 the men of this generation, and condemn them : for

' (he
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* fhe cams from tlie uttnoft parts of the earth to hear

1 the wifdom of Solomon, and behold a greater than

' Solomon is here. The men of Nineveh fhall rife

* up in the judgment with this generation, and (hall

* condemn it : for they repented at the preaching of

e Jonas : and behold a greater than Jonas is here :
' St.

Luke xi. 31, 32.

Here our Lord not only afferts Chat the heathen

nations would have repented, if they had been fa-

voured with the advantages the Jews enjoyed under

his miniftry, but inftances that mighty city Nineveh,

tlie inhabitants of which did repent at the preaching

of Jonah, while Jefus preached to the Jews, and

wrought miracles before their eyes, aimoil without

effect. In truth, thofe people have already had (as

far as we can judge) firft and lair, all the poffible

means ufed for their conversion, except the perfonal

appearance of Chrift, without effect. For let us con-

sider their perverfenefs, unbelief, rebellion, ingratitude

and difobedience, from the time they came out of

Egypt, notwithstanding all the mighty figns and won-

ders that were wrought before their eyes upon the land

of Egypt, upon Pharaoh and his hoft, who were

overthrown in the Red Sea, while they patted through

in fafety ; they were fed with manna forty years, had

water from the rock, and their cloaths waxed not old

upon them, neither did their feet fwell, nor their fhoes

wear out.—They palled over J >rdan, pofiefied the land

of Canaan, faw the goodnefs of God abundantly; yet

were prone to turn afide to the bafeft idolatry.—Prophets

were fent to them, to warn them to turn from their ini-

quity ried with mercies,

nts ; but all to no purpofe : the}- re-

mai
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mained a stubborn, perverfe people.—Jefus Chrift him-

felf came at lad, exactly according to the prophecies

;

was born in Bethlehem, as the prophet had foretold

;

came of the line of David ; many prodigies attended

his birth : when he entered upon his public miniftry,

it was exactly according to the Scriptures ; he prophe-

fied with great authority, taught the way of God

truly, wrought the mod wonderful miracles before their

eyes ; by which he proved his miffion to a demonstra-

tion, and even to their conviction : but they would

not yield, but finally had him crucified ; in every cir-

cumtance of which they fulfilled the Scriptures.

—

Dire prodigies attended his death, fufficient to have

brought others to repentance ; but without any other ef-

fect on them than to harden them the more : and this

they (hewed by procuring a guard to watch his tomb,

to prevent his riling, or being removed.—He rofe on

the third day ; an earthquake, and the appearance of

angels, were prodigies that accompanied his refurrec-

tion, and they could not be hid ; and even the guards

teitified their truth, and told the circumftances to the

chief-priefts, who, though no doubt inwardly fatisficd

of the truth of the report, "hired them to propagate an

abfurd, abominable, and foolifli lie, which fufiiciently

confuted itfelf.—After a folemn paufe, to prepare the

minds of the people for the wonders that followed, the

^loly Ghoft was poured our, the apoftles proclaimed

the refurrection of Jefus, fpake in languages that they

had never learned, wrought the meft wonderful mira-

cles to confirm what they affened. Thefe miracles

were clone openly, and were known to all the dwellcs

at Jerufalem, and could not be denied by the mod

ite; but though a remnant was gathered, the

nation
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nation at large remained perverfe, and refufed to

hearken, both at Jerufaiern and among the nations,

where large bodies of that peoj 1: dwelt.—Within forty

years after our Saviour's death, Jerufaiern was taken

and deftroyed, exactly according to his predictions

;

andthe juft judgments of God purfued the Jews in all

parts of the world, 'till they were almoft extirpated,

and finally, by Adrian, difperfed through the world,

In which wretched fituation they have continued to this

day, fuffering all kinds of miferies, contemned by

men, caft off by God ; continuing to blafpheme the

crucified Jefus, for the death and rejection of whom
they have differed a long captivity and difperfion, of

more than feventeen centuries.

Since neither the gofpel preached by our Saviour and

his apoftles, the miracles they wrought, nor all the mife-

ries which the Jews have endured for many ages, have

been able to convert the nation j and yet if that people

fhall, as a body, be truly converted, it follows, that

fome powerful means fhall be made ufe of to that pur-

pofe, that have not yet been tried, or a different com-

bination of means from what hath ever taken place.

One of thofe important means is, the perfonal ap-

pearance of Chrid; without which, from the very

nature of things, 1 cannot fee the lead probability of

their being converted : but this coming of Chrid, com-

bined with other powerful means, fhall perform that

important work, fo long expected.—This the prophet

exprefly declares.

The people being brought into fuch an amazing

date of didrefs, by the invafion of their enemies, mail

tend to deftroy their pride and felf-importance, and

thus predifpofe them for the important change. Their

Vcl. I. Li being
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being fuddenly delivered, when they leafi expect it,

may fill them with emotions of gratitude : but the per-

fonal appearing of Chrift, the crucified Saviour, and

the fpirit of grace and fupplication being poured out

upon them, will turn them at once.

6 In that day mail Jehovah defend the inhabitants

e of Jerufalem ; and he that is feeble among them,

6 at that day, fhall be as David ; and the houfe of David
e fhall be as God, as the angel of Jehovah before

6 them. And it mail come to pafs in that day, that I

c will feek to deftroy all the nations that come againft

e Jerufalem. And I will pour upon the houfe of

' David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem, the

' fpirit of grace and of fupplications ; and they fhall

c look upon me whom they have pierced, and they

' fhall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only

'* fon ; and mail be in bitternefs for him, as one that

* is in bitternefs for his firfl-born. In that day fhall

* there be a great mourning in Jerufalem, as the

i mourning of Hadadrimmon, in the valley of Me-
' giddon. And the land fhall mourn ; every family

* apart, and theirwives apart. The family of the houfe

6 of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of

•' the houfe of Nathan apart, and their wives apart

;

£ the family of the houfe of Levi apart, and their

6 wives apart ; the family of Shimei apart, and their

* wives apart : all the families that remain, every family

* apart, and their wives apart. In that day there fliali

£ be a fountain opened to the houfe of David, and to

* the inhabitants of Jerufalem, for fin, and for un-

* cleannefs :' Zech. xii. 8 14. xiii. 1.

This glorious prophecy contains an account of this

grand event, the eonveriion of the Jews, and the means

by
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by which it fhall be brought about. They fliall be

brought into the greateft diftrefs ,* mall be fuddenly

and effectually delivered :—they mall behold the Lord,

whom they pierced and defpifed, coming in the clouds

of heaven ; and the fpirit of grace and {implications

fhall be poured out upon them. By all thefe means

their converfion {hall be effected : and all muft ac-

knowledge that thefe means, united, appear fufficient

for the purpofe.

But Oh the amazing forrow and furprize that mail

feize upon them, when they fhall fee Jems, whom they

crucified, coming in the clouds of heaven !—They

fhall be much more troubled at his prefence than

Jofeph's brethren were at his, when he faid

—

i
I am

* Jofeph, your brother, whom ye fold into Egypt.'

—

They were {truck with fudden fear and the greateft

amazement, and were not able to fpeak to him, they

were fo troubled at his prefence. But what unknown,

what inconceivable aftonifhment fhall feize the Jews,

when they fhall fee that their deliverer is that Jefus

whom they fold, betrayed, and murdered ! when they

fhall behold him coming in glory ! O how will they

cry out, (if their aftonifhment will give them leave)

and fay— c Is this the babe of Bethlehem ? Is this

c the man that groaned on Calvary ? the man of for-

' rows ! whom our fathers crucified, and whom we
* have fo long defpifed ? Is this he that was mocked,
' fcorned, and fpit upon ; buffeted, blafphemed, de-

' rided, fcourged, crowned with thorns, nailed to the
1 crofs, affronted with gall and vinegar, and treated

' with the greateft infults ?—Yes ; he it is. See the

* marks of the nails in his hands, and the marks of the

L 1 2 * larger
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' larger nails in his feet, and the mark of the fpear irt

f his fide !—But Oh, how different now is he frond

( what he was, when he hung expiring on the crofs

!

e Now he comes, in pomp and glory, arrayed with

c honour and majefty, clothed with light, as with a

* garment ; all heaven attends him.—But Oh how ter-

e rible, and yet how glorious !—Where fhall we hide

6 our guilty heads from him, whom we have fo long

6 defpifed V

Here we may obferve, that thofe marks of the nails

and fpear, .by which Thomas was convinced that

Jefus was rifen from the dead, are abfolutely neceffary

to convince the Jews of his being the fame that was

crucified : and they, beholding thefe marks, (which

fhall mine with peculiar glory, and be magnified fo

that all fhall behold them) fhall mourn and lament, in

the mod bitter and pungent manner ; and their grief

cannpt be accounted for upon any other fuppofition.

For nothing would give them greater joy than to be-

hold a deliverer clefcend from the fides, to fave them

from their numerous foes, which fhall have almoft en-

tirely fwallowed them up : But when they fhall difcern,

by the fears of his wounds, that he is the very one

whom they have fooiien derided, their terror and grief

fhall exceed defcription. It is compared, in the words

that I have read, to the mourning of the fond father

for an only fon, the joy of his heart, and the light of

his eyes, fuddenly matched away by the (troke of

death ; or a nrft-born fon, the beginning of his ftrength

cut off in the prime of his days ; or fuch a mourning

as filled the land of Judah with lamentations, when

jcfiah, their laft good king, was flain in the valley of

Megiddo,
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Megiddo.

—

e All Judah and Jerufalem mourned for

' Jofiah ; and Jeremiah lamented for Jofiah : and

' all the finging-men, and the finging women fpake

* of jofiah in their lamentations, and made them

* an ordinance in Ifrael : and behold they are written

' in the lamentations :' 2 Chron. xxxv. 24, 25.

—

Thus, and more abundantly, fhall they lament

and wail, when they Ihall look upon him whom
they pierced and defpifed. By thefe marks, and

efpecially by the wound in his fide, his facred per-

fon fhall be diftinguifhed; and it appears to have

been one of the principal defigns of God, in furler-

ing the fide of his well-beloved Son to be pierced, that

his body might be well known, and that the fight

this wound might bring the Jews to weep in that

day, and to believe ; for fo fays St. John, who re-

corded this account :
* But one of the foldiers with

' a fpear pierced his fide, and forthwith came there

-

c out blood and water. And he that faw it bare record,

c and his record is true ; and he knoweth that he

' faith true, that ye might believe. For thefe things

' were done that the Scripture fhould be fulfilled,

1 A bone of him fhall not be broken. And again

« another Scripture faith, < They fhall look on him
' whom they pierced :' St. John xix. 34, »$, 36, 37.

' Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye
( fhall fee him ; and they alfo who pierced him ; and
1

all the kindreds of the earth fhall wail becaufe of
6 him : even fo, amen.* Rev. i. 7.

This mourning for Chrift Jefus fhall be fuch a bitter

lamentation, that the mourners fhall retire apart

:

Every family apart, and their zvives apart. This lhews

the grief to be great beyond expreffion, as it nvuft

be
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be when they cannot endure the company and pre*

fence of their deareft connections, and moft intimate

friends. But retiring apart, they mall pour out their

forrows in floods of tears, and wail each alone, refus-

ing to have their anguifh moderated or redrained by

the fight or words of each other. This fhews the

bitterer! grief, and mod fincere and hearty forrow : here

is no feigned woe, but the deeped lamentation de-

fcribed. This forrow (hall be univerfal, as well as

great ; all ranks fhall mourn ; both the royal and

prieflly families, and the common people ; all the

families that remain, without exception ; all perfons,

both men and women. Such a lamentation the world.

never yet favv, nor ever (hall 'till then : The family

of the houfe of David, and the family of the houfe

of Levi, are particularly mentioned, to (hew that

they ftill exift on earth, and mall at that time ; for

God hath declare that the feed of Jacob, Levi and

David, mall exirt on earth, while the ordinances of

day and night, heaven and earth continue ; that is,

paatil the conflagration of the world. See Jer. xxxni,

17 26.

The family of the houfe of Nathan is mentioned,

ro (hew that the family of Solomon was wholly extinct

in C pniah the ion of Jehoiakim, whom God, in a

paoft folemn and awful manner, ordered Jeremiah to

write childjefs, after calling upon the earth three times

to bear witnefs to the truth of the prediction. See

Jer. xxii. 24 ^o. Now as God engaged that

the iced of Jacob, Levi and David, mould not fail,

fo he as pcft.vely declared that Jehoiakim's feed inould

be extinct ; and there is a plain allufion to both thefe

circumftances
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circumftances in the mention of the feveral families

of David, Nathan, (who was one of the fons of

David, and to whofe family the rod of government

was transferred after Jechoniah's death) and Levi

;

whofe pofcerity mud endure while the earth remaineth,

and muft yet be exceedingly multiplied.

The family of Shimei is particularly mentioned :

he was the fon of Gerfhon the fon of Levi. See

Numbers iii. 18. 1 Chron. vi. 17.

The four families expreily mentioned by Zecha-

riah, are thofe of David, his fon Nathan (the princely

family after ihe race of Solomon was extinct) Levi,

and his grandfon Shimei. Thus we may once more

obferve that every prophecy fhall be precifely fulfilled,

though ever fo minute, whether containing threatening*

or promifes ; none are forgotten.

But this great mourning in Jerufalem and among

all the families that remain, fhall not be, as many have

reprefented it, a fruitlefs lamentation, and the begin-

ning of black defpair, and eternal forrovv. No ; God
fhall pour upon the boufe of David, and the inhabitant*,

of Jerufalem, the fpirit of grace and fupplications ; their

forrow fhall be a godly forrow, that fhall work repen-

tance unto falvation, that needeth not to be repented

of; accompanied with a true faith in the crucified

and glorified Meffiah ; who fhall then comfort them

as Jofeph comforted his weeping brethren, faying,

* Now therefore be not grieved nor angry with your-

' felves that ye fold me hither ; for God did fend me
' before you to preferve life. And God fent me
' before you to preferve you a posterity in the earth,

' and to fave your lives by a great deliverance. So

' now it was not you that fent me hither, but God :'

Gen,
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Gen. xlv. 5. 7, 8. c But as for you, ye thought
1
evil againft me ; but God meant it unto good, to

1 bring to pafs, as it is this day, to fave much people

c alive :' Gen. 1. 20. Thefe kind words of Jofeph

could not fail of being very affecting to his brethren,

and made them hate themfelves the more ; and chough

he forgave them, they could not forgive themfelves.

But he carefTed them 'till their freedom and chearful-

nefs returned, and they came to be familiar with him.

Thus Chrift will do to the Jews at his coming. He
will bring them to repent, lament and mourn, in the

manner already defcribed ; and will then open the

cleanfing fountain, both literally and fpiritually : for

\ a fountain (hall come forth of the houfe of Je-

* hovah, and (hall water the valley of Shittim :'

Joel iii. 18. ' And it (hail be in that day, that lis*

* ing waters {hall go out from Jerufalem ; half of them

6 toward the former fea, and half of them toward the

4 hinder fea : In fummer and in winter (hall it be;'

Zech. xiv. 8.

This miraculous water (hall cleanfe them from their

natural pollutions and uncleannefTes, and heal them

of all their diforders ; and at the fame time, the effi-

cacy of the blood of Jefus (hail cleanfe them from all

fin, and his fpirit mall fanclify their hearts. The new

covenant (hall then be made with them, and all the,,

glorious promifes thereof (hall be fulfilled ;
(which you

have heard before, and which I would adviie you

continually to keep in view.) In that glorious day the

whole nation, as a body, (hall cry, as the difciples did

in Jerufalem, ' Bleflbd be the king that cometh in

f the oaow of the Lord : peace in heaven, and glory
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* in the higheft :' St. Luke xix. 38. For our Savi-

our lamented over the Jews of Jerufalem, fayino-,

1 Behold, your houfe is left unto you defolate, and

' verily I fay unto you, Ye fhall not fee me hence-

' forth, until the time come when ye mall fay, Bleffed

* is he that cometh in the name of the Lord :' St*

Lukexiii. 35. St. Matth. xxiii. 38, 39. This time

mull come : for he fhall appear in the clouds of hea-

ven, and they cannot fail of feeing him ; and though

at firft they fhall be filled with terror and difmay, and

then with great forrow and compunction, yet as the

fpirit of grace and fupplications fhall be poured out

upon them, and they fhall behold with a believing

eye the bleffed Jefus, as their Saviour, and fhall own

him for their Lord, as Thomas did, when he beheld

the prints of the nails in his hands and feet, and faw

that bleffed fide which was opened with a fpear; and

as Saul did, when Jefus appeared to him in the way,

furrounded with brightnefs above the light of the

meridian fun ; and called him by his name, and faid,

1
I am Jefus whom thou perfecutefl ; &c/ The con-

version of the JewiQi nation fhall be brought about

by thofe very means which made unbelieving Thomas

cry out, c My Lord, and my God.' And the per-

fecting Pharifee, Saul, fay, * Lord, what wilt thou

have me to do ?' Put both thefe together, and they

form a mod beautiful pattern and reprefentation of the

converfion of their countrymen. For as Chrift fhewed

his wounded body to Thomas, and his glorified body

to Saul ; fo will he be as certainly known to the Jews

to be the crucified Jefus, by the marks or fears of his

wounds, as he was to Thomas, and by his appearing

Vol. I. Mm in
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in glory above the brightnefs of the fun, he (hall be

known and acknowledged by them as their Lord, as

truly as he was by Saul. And the fame glorious dif-

plays, and abfolute certainty difcerned by the fenfes,

and the fame divine power, appear to be as neceffary

for the converfion of the nation at large, as for the faith

and converfion of Thomas and Saul. In that glorious

day, when the Jews {hall behold Chrift, they {hall fay,

4 Bleffed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord ?

they (hall believe in him, own him as their Lord, and

fubmit to him, and he {hall fave them in that day, and

deftroy their enemies ; and he {hall comfort his peo-

ple, and they {hall rejoice in his name.

Their diftrefs at firft {hall be compared to that of

a woman in travail, but the iflue of it {hall be the

new birth of a whole nation at once; and their com-

fort (hall exceed their pains, which {hall be forgotten

for the joy that fhall fo fuddenly follow, even fo as

to juftify the following prophecies :

' Before {he travailed, {he brought forth ; before her

* pain came, {he was delivered of a man child. Who
* hath heard fuch a thing ? Who hath feen fuch

' things ? Shall the earth bring forth in one day, or

* {hall a nation be born at once ? For as foon as Zion

* travailed, (he brought forth her children. Shall I

1 bring to the birth, and not caufe to bring forth ?

* faith Jehovah. Shall I caufe to bring forth,

e and {hut the womb ? faith thy God. Rejoice ye

( with Jerufalem, and be glad with her, all ye that

' love her : rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn
i for her : That ye may fuck and be fatisfied with

c the breads of her confolations ; that ye may milk

' out,
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f
out, and be delighted with the abundance of her

I glory. For thus faith Jehovah ; Behold I will

f extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of

' the Gentiles like a flowing flream : then (hail ye

f fuck, ye fhall be borne upon her fides, and fee dan-

t died upon her knees. As one whom his mother
c comforteth, fo will I comfort you ; and ye mail be

e comforted in Jerufalem. And when ye fee this,

' your heart fhall rejoice, and your bones fhall flourifh

c like an herb ; and the hand of Jehovah fhall be

f known towards his fervants, and his indignation

c towards his enemies :' Ifai. lxvi. 7 14.
( And

e
I will flrengthen the houfe of Judah, and I will fave

e the houfe of Jofeph, and I will bring them again

' to place them : for I have mercy upon them; and

' they fhall be as though I had not cart them off: for

* I am Jehovah their God, and I will hear them.

* And they of Ephraim fhall be like a mighty man,

* and their heart (hall rejoice as through wine : yea,

' their children (hall fee it, and be glad : their heart

" fhall rejoice in Jehovah :' Zech. x. 6, 7. * And
' Jehovah their God fhall fave them in that day as

' the flock of his people : for they fhall be as the

' flones of a crown, lifted up as an enfign upon his

* land. For how great is his goodnefs, and how great

* is his beauty ! Corn fhall make the young men
' cheerful, and new wine the maids :' Zech. ix.

16, 17. I cannot pretend to point out all the glori-

ous prophecies of the deliverance of the Jews in

that day, and the furprizing effects of their for-

row being thus turned into joy ; but there is one

prophecy of the order which the Lord fhall

M m 2, obferve
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obferve in faving his people, that is worthy of our

attention.
c Jehovah alio fliall fave the tents of

6 Judah firft, that the glory of the houfe of David,

( and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerufalem, do

( not magnify thcmfelves againft Judah :' Zech. xii. 7.

He (hall firft fpeak comfortably to the loweft part of

the people, and encourage them to go out againft

their foes, and give deliverance to them, and by them

to the inhabitants of Jerufalem, and to the houfe of

David ; and thereby (hall prevent the higher orders

and ranks of the people from magnifying themlelves

againft the lower : and fliall thus deftroy all pride

;

and be himfelf alone exalted ; and will make the peo-

ple holy and happy : as fays the prophet : 'For then will

* I take away out of the midft of thee 'them that rejoice

* in thy pride, and thou (halt no more be haughty

* becaufe of my . holy mountain. I will alfo leave

e in the midft of thee an affiicfted and poor peo-

? pie, and they fhall truft in the riame of Jehovah.
f The remnant of Tfrael (liall not do iniquity, nor

f fpeak lies ; neither fliall a deceitful tongue be found

* in their mouth : for they fliall feed and lie down, and

6 none fliall make them afraid. Sing, O daughter of

5 Zion $ fliout, O Ilrael ; be glad and rejoice with all

s the heart, O daughter of Jerufalem. Jehovah hath

f taken away thy judgments, he hath caft out thine

P enemy : the King of Ifrael, even Jehovah, is in the

\ midft of thee : thou fhalt not fee evil any more. In

c that day it (hall belaid to Jerufalem, Fear thou not;

f and to Zion, Let not thine hands be flack. Jeho-
s vah thy God in the midft of thee is mighty : he will

< faves



LECTURE VI- 269

* fave, he will rejoice over thee with joy ; he will reft

* in his love, he will joy over thee with finging. I

t will gather them that are forrowful for the folemn
o

6 aflembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of

6
it was a burden. Behold at that time, I will undo

< all that afflict thee : and I will lave her that halteth,

< and gather her that was driven out; and I will get

c them praife and fame in every land where they have

i been put to fhame. At that time will I bring you

' again, even in the time that I gather you : for I will

f make you a name and a praife among all people of

* the earth, when I turn back your captivity before

' your eyes, faith Jehovah :' Zeph. iii. 1 1 20.

What vaft numbers of prophecies belong to that

glorious time, and (hall be fulfilled to that people

when they (hall turn to the Lord, and the vail (hall be

taken away from their hearts ! 2 Cor. iii. 1 5, 16.—when

they (hall be grafted into the true vine, and abide no

longer in unbelief!—when all Ifrael (hall be faved !

—when the Deliverer, Chrift Jefus, (hall come, and

(hall turn away ungodlinefs from Jacob ! See Rom. xi.

But I mail: not enlarge ; I only juft point with the

finger to thefe great events, and collect a fpccimen of

the prophecies under each head ; which I leave to your

confideration ; hoping you will be induced to fearch

the Scriptures more than ever, and with more at-

tention.

I (hall clofe this very interefting Lecture by (hewing,

that the converfion of the Jews has every mark of a

true and fincere converfion ; and the (late into which

they (hall be brought, has all the appearances of being

a (late of favour and acceptance with God.

1. The
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i . The powerful means that (hall be made ufe of for

their conversion, (hall be fuch as cannot fail of accom-

plishing the defign, however they have withftood all

former means.

They {hail, by the combination of their enemies, be

brought fuddenly from aflouriihing eftate to the lowed

and moft deplorable condition. When all hope is gone,

and they are given up to deftruction in their own view,

the Lord Jefus (hall fuddenly appear in the clouds, in

brighter! glory and majefly, with thofe marks in his

hands, feet, and fide, that (hall plainly declare that he

is the fame that was crucified without the gates of Je-

rafaiem : and they (hall not only behold him come to

deflroy their enemies, but (hall have the fpirit of grace

and fupplications poured out upon them. Any one of

thefe means alone is powerful ; what then mull they be

when they are all combined together ?

2. At firft; they fhall be thrown into the great eft

imaginable terror, furprize and anguifh, at the fight of

him whom they have pierced : To this (late of mind

(hall fucceed true forrow for fin, unfeigned repentance,

and the mod bitter weeping and lamentation becaufe

of him : This flball be attended with a hearty fubmif-

fion to him; accompanied with hope of his mercy,

faith in him, reliance upon him, hatred of fin, cefia-

tion from lies, falihood, deceit, and all iniquity; delight

in his perfon and ways, obedience to his will,joy in his

falvation, and thankfgiving to his name; followed by

the deeped lowlinefs, humility, and love; which (hail

be attended with inward peace and tranquility : And

with thefe tempers of mind they (hall cry
—

< Bleffed be

< the King that cometh in the name of the Lord V

They
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They (hall rejoice, and give thanks to the name of the

God of their falvation. And if thefe confidered to^e-o
ther, are not the genuine marks of true converfion

;

I mud confefs, I knovv nothing about the matter.

3. They mall be manifeflly in a (late of high fa-

vour with the Lord : for he (hall comfort them, give

them pardon, cleanfing from their fins, and (hall fpeak

peace to them—mall deflroy their enemies—deliver

them from all their miferies—give them to know and

fear, love and obey him, from that time forth—give

them peace, health, plenty, long life, fruitfulnefs, and

every bleffing—mall make them as highly to be ho-

noured by all nations, as they have been defpifed and

difgraced—fliall delight in them, and dwell amongfl

them. And, what (hall I more fay ? for the time would

fail me, to fpeak of all the honours, glories, dignities

and bleffings, which they fhall enjoy in that period,

when the Lord fliall reign over them in Mount Zion,

and will be their God, and they (hall be his people.

If our Saviour hath no other defigns in coming from

heaven than what I have confidered already, you mull

acknowledge thefe fufficient to juftify the idea of his

perfonally appearing : But thefe are but a part of the

wonders which he fliall perform at his fecond Advent

;

more of which I fliall confider in their order ; but at

prefent, I fliall proceed no further than to fay

—

( Comea

' Lord Jefus ; come quickly.'

END OF THE SIXTH LECTURE.
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Aferlous Meditation upon the SubjeZls of the two firegoltig

Letlures *.

" THINE EYES SHALL SEE THE KING IN HIS BEAUTY ;"

Ifai. xxxiii. 17.

THE public appearance of Chrift will be the

mod glorious fight that ever earth beheld : this

proceffion will be worth beholding. It will be grand

beyond description. The preparations that are making

for it are immenfe and inconceivable. I may fay,

with truth, that ever fince the fall of man, the prepara-

tions have been making for this grand triumphant

day ; but efpecially for the time of One thoufand fevcn

hundred and fifty-fix years paft. The King of glory

once vifited this world of ours ; but then he came

incog, or in difguife : he was in the world, and the

world was made by him, and the world knew him

not.—Then he came to lay the foundation of that em-

pire which (hall at laftuniverfally prevail, and rife above

all thrones and dominions, principalities and powers.

For this he left the bright regions above, laid his glory

afide, humbled himfelf, made himfelf of no reputation,

and took upon him the form of a fervant, and was made

in the likenefs of men ; and being found in fafhion as

a man, he humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto

death, even the death of the crofs. But by this

amazing humility, he hath obtained, and (hall obtain,

thehigheft honour, glory, and exaltation. It was no trifle

of a triumph that he enjoyed on that glorious day,

when

* This Difcourfe. or Meditation, was three times delivered in London;

viz. On the Sunday morning before the Royal Proceffion ---on the very

evening before ---and, with a little variation, the Sunday evening after,

at the dole of the 6th Lecture.
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when he afcended up on high, and led captivity captive;

and having fpoiled principalities and powers, he made

a fhew of them openly, triumphing ever them in it.

No Roman conqueror, oh his triumphant day, ever

received honours worthy to be named in companion of

thofe that Jefus merited and obtained, on that ever-

memorable day, when he afcended up on high, and,

as a mighty conqueror, entered the gates of the impe-

rial palace, dragging his enemies to the portals of the

iky. When he arrived at thofe gates of pearl, that

never had been opened to mankind, the command went

forth

—

i Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift

* up, ye everlafting doors, and the King of glory fhall

c come in.' The queftion then was afked—*-' Who is

1 this King of glory?' Who can claim admittance

' here ? thefe gates have never been opened to man/

The anfvver was, * Jehovah ftrong and mighty, Jeiio-

vah mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates,

1 even lift them up, ye everlafting doors ; and the King
' of glory (hall come in.' But it was afked, a fecond

time, ' Who is this King of glory ?' The final anfwer

was given, ' Jehovah of hofts ; he is theKing ofglory.*

Then the everlafting portals were thrown open, never

more to be (hut :
' When thou, O Jefus, hadfl over-

* come the (harpnefs of death, thou didft open the

* kingdom of heaven to all believers/ He entered :

But Oh what joy and triumph filled the courts of hea-

ven ! with gladnefs and rejoicing h-j was brought into

the palace of the Higheft. God, even Immanuel,

went up with a fhout ; Jehovah with the found of a

trumpet. The Son of God Mod High foiled his foes,

fought, and overcame them in battle, and then (at

Vol. f, N a down
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down with the Father upon his throne. He was then

exalted at the right hand of God ; Jehovah, the eter-

nal Father faid unto him, that is our Lord— ' Sit thou

' at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy

' footftool. Jehovah Pnall fend the rod of thy ftrength

c out of Zioii ; rule thou in the midft of thine ene-

* mies.' Then the heaven received him, and mufl

retain him, until the times or ages of the reftitution of

all things mall begin ; then (hall he defcend to earth,

as you have heard. For this mighty and glorious

triumph, preparation hath been making in all ages—for

this purpofe Chrift afcended, and the Holy Ghoftcame

jJQWn ;—the gofpel has been preached, that a people

might be prepared to fee the King in his beauty, and

to ihaie with him in his triumph, hi all ages fome

have been fitted for the fplendour of that day, and

fome fhall certainly partake of it; fuch who are called,

chofen, and faithful.

God has two grand defigns in view, which mufl be

accomplished by different means :—One is, to raife

fome to the high eft poffible pitch of virtue and holinefs

here, and glory and happinefs hereafter:— and the

other is, to humble, fubdue, and reconcile all to him-

felf at lad ; to bring every knee to bow and tongue to

fvvear; to re-head all things in Chrift; and to bring

every creature to praiie him.

In order to accomnlifh the firft, the attractions of

,God mud be ven» gentle, (o as not to deftroy the moral

agency of men ; which would prevent their virtue from

being fairly tried : and hence the drawings of God to

us at preient, are called, the cords of a -man, and hands

of love. And he promii.es to inftruft and teach us in the

way
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way that we mould go, and to guide us with his rye

;

but warns us not to be like the horfe, or like the mule,

who have no undei (landing, who require force to re-

train and direct them ; whofe mouth mud be held in

with bit and bridle, left they 3 ) aftray. But God deals

not To at prefent with his fervants ; and it would be

inconfiftent with his deigns of raifinq- them to the

higheft glory and honour : His drawings are gentle,

and not irrefiflible ; for it is the willing and obedient

that mall come to (hare in the triumph of their Lord.

And for the fame reafon that the attractions are very

gentle by which they are drawn, the trials, difficulties,

and oppofitions they pafs through, muft be great : and

this oblervation will fcrve as a key, to open all the dark

myfteries of Providence towards us here : and will

give a good reafon why all that will live godly in

Chrift Jefus, muft fuller perfecution—why fuch divifion

is fuffered in nations, cities, and even in families, on

the account of religion—why from henceforth there

mail be five in one houfe divided ; three againft two, and

two againft three—why the father (hall be againft the

fon, and the fon againft the father—the mother againft

the daughter, and the daughter againft the mother—the

mother-in-law againft the daughter-in-law, and the

daughter-in-law againft her mother-in-law—and why a

man's foes mould be they of his own houmold. For

I believe it may be noted as a truth, that, generally

fpeaking, domeftic troubles far outweigh all others put

together. This Chrift well knew ; and therefore he

hath declared, that by thefe he will prove his faithful

ones. We may therefore eafily account why the very

beft and fincereft perfons in the world have the

N n 2 greateft
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greateft (hare of afflictions : It is, that they may have

the bleffing proHiifed to them who endure tempta-

tion; that when they are tried, they may receive the

crown of life, which the Lord hath promifed to them

that love him. And the more pcrfons are forfaken,

and hated, and made to walk alone; the higher their

virtue rifes. To inftance in Caleb and Jofhua ; they

had no greater encouragement to follow the Lord, than

any of the whole congregation—all had the fame pro-

mifes—but Caleb and Jofhua alone followed the Lord

fully, and clave to him entirely ; while more than fix hun-

dred thoufand rebelled againft him, and fpakeof (toning

them, for their truft in him, and attachment to him.

But was not their virtue railed many hundred thou-

fand decrees higher than though the whole congrega-

tion had continued faithful ? Moft certainly.

By thefe, and various other means, the bride of

Chrift, the chofen royal army of kings and priefts,

will be prepared to come with their King ; to behold his

beauty ; to (hare in his triumph and glory. For if we

are children, we are alfo heirs ; heirs of God, and joint

heirs with Chrift ; if fo be that we fuffer with him, that

we may be alfo glorified together. And as for the fuf-

ferings of the prefent time, they are not to be com-

pared to the glory which fhall be revealed in us.

For when Chrift, who is our life, fhall appear, then

fhall we alfo (who have ferved him, and fufTered for

him) appear with him in glory. For if we fuffer, we

fhall reign with him. And to thofe that overcome,

and keep his words unto the end, he will give power

over the nations, to rule them with a rod of iron ; as

he received of the Father, Yea, the Lord, the

righteous
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righteous Judge, will give to all that love his ap-

pearing, a crown of righteoufnefs, a crown of Htary,

that fadeth not away. To fuch as overcome, the pro-

mife is, that they fhall fit with him upon his throne

;

even as he overcame, and is fet down with the Father,

upon his throne.

Oh, what glorious promifes are thefe ! Oh, who

would not wiih to poffefs them ? Let us then be

faithful unto death, that we may receive a crown of

life !

But Oh the day, the awful and dreadful, glorious

and lovely day, when the King of kings, and Lord of

lords, mail appear in his beauty ! Whofe heart can

conceive, tongue declare, or pen defcribe, the glories

and terrors of that day, when the Almighty Saviour

mail defcend triumphant, and all the celeftial warriors,

that have followed his direction and example, fhall

compofe his majeftic train ? Aflift me, O God, to

declare the grandeur, the magnificence of that pro-

ceiTion ; fuch as not all the kings of the earth joined

together could form, nor all the mighty ones of the

globe compofe. The Lord of life and glory will ap-

pear, high-feated on the cloud of brightnefs; riding

ona white horfe, decked with majefty and excellency,

and arrayed with glory and beauty ; and the heavenly

armies fliall follow him upon white horfes, clothed in

fine linen, white and clean ; which fine linen is the

righteoufnefs of faints.—Oh, mall I be there ? fliall I

fee the King in his beauty ? fhall 1 be one that fhall

follow in his train ? I weep to think I may be fruit out;

I burft into tears at the thought that 1 may be miffing,

and be weeping in darknefs and pain, while all

heaven
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heaven will be rejoicing upon the occafion. Where,

my friends, will you be then ? Do you think, that

dying in your prefent fituation, you will come with

Chrift ? Awake, awake to righteoufnefs, and fin not

:

be like your Saviour now in temper and life, then when

he (hall appear, you {hall be like him in beauty ; for

you (hall fee him as he is. You mall not only behold

him in his beauty, but your prefent vile bodies mall be

changed, and fafhioned like unto his glorious body

;

according to the working whereby he is able to fubdue

all things unto himfelf.

But fee, the King approaches ! Hark ! hear the

trumpet found ! behold the dead faints arife ! Shall

your tombs and mine fplit afunder then ? or fhall

we continue under the power of death, when the

Prince of life comes ? If we arife not at that time, we

are certain we fhall not live again 'till the thoufand years

of Chrift's glorious reign on earth are finifhed. Or if

we mould be found alive, who of us {hall be changed,

and caught up to meet the Lord in the air ? and who

fhall be deftroyed, and flain before him ? and who

allowed to live to re-people the earth ? for in one of

e five filiations fhall each of us be in that awful

•
. Either, i. we fhall come with Chrift, and be

raifed from the dead in his likenefs, and rife to meet

him in the middle air ; or, 2. we fhall be found alive,

changed, and caught up with the raifed faints into

the clouds ; or, 3. fhall continue to fleep in the duft,

the thoufand years are finifhed ; or, 4. fhall be

in rebellion, and mail be deftroyed from the face of

the earth ; and fhall net even fee the bleffings which

the Lord will bellow upon mankind : or, 5. (hall be

continued
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continued on the earth, to fee the goodnefs of the

Lord in the land of the living ; and to be the happy

fubjects of his kingdom in the Millenium ; and to

increafe, and fill the world with inhabitants.

But, behold, the King advances ! which is he ?

(for all the faints with him fhine like the fun.) Ah !

that is he, with a bright crown of glory round his head.

Do you not fee the prints of the thorns in his fore-

head, from which now ftream forth rays of mfufter-

able briohtnefs ? There is the beautiful ftandard of

the crofs, carried before him ; that enfign w!,ereon

he fuffered fhame, is now changed into the hio-hefr.

mark of fplendor and glory. See his beautiful hands

;

how bright and refplendent fhine the nail prints in

them, by which he was fattened to his crofs ? Now
thofe foft, thofe lovely feet of his, once torn with

rude irons, pierced, and fattened by fpikes to the

tree, appear beautiful indeed ; Behold tiie marks

remaining ! fee how glory blazes through them !

There, there, do not you difcern the mark of the

fpear in his fide ? how bright mines that wound,

whereby his heart's blood, and the water in the peri-

cardium came forth ! O cruel fpear ! how had thou

diftinguifhed and marked indelibly the blefTed body

of Chrift !

O ye Jews, what think you now of the MeiTiah

whom ye have fo often curfed, and execrated for an

importer ? How often have you laughed at the idea of

the poor Chriftians trufting in a hanged Chrift ?

What think ye of him now ? See the crofs is become

the ftandard of glory, and the enfign of Majefty ! do ye

fee the marks in his hands, feet, and fide ? Ah, I

do



2$0 Leclures on the Prophecies.

do not wonder that you cry fa bitterly ; well may yon

weep and lament ! methinks I hear your cries and

wailings rend the air ! Oh how is your language

changed !
* Is this the babe of Bethlehem ? this the

* man that groaned on calvary ? Is this he whom our

c fathers crucified, and whom we have fo long

i rejecled, and treated with contempt and fcorn ?

e yes, he it is ; but Oh, how changed from what

( he was, when on the crofs he fuffered death ! But

I leave you to lament and mourn a while (I hope you

will not mourn in vain) and return to view the glorious

fight, the King in his beauty, the Lord from heaven

exalted in glory. Great as the triumph was when

he afcended up through the regions of the air, and

entered into heaven itfelf, this defcent to earth is far

greater ; this is the end which he hath had in view

from the beginning : To be honoured and glorified,

where he fuffered fliame, pain and death, is great

honour indeed ! On earth he fuffered, and on earth

he mufl reign ; here he was defpifed, here he muft

be praifed ; here he was execrated and blafphemed,

and here he mufl: be adored and reverenced. Here

his faints were defpifed, here they fuffered for his

dear fake ; and here they muft be glorified with him.

Oh my Lord, let me fuffer now, that I may reign with

thee my Saviour in that day ! Oh how happy fhali

thofe be then, that here were reproached and perfe-

cuted for their Redeemer's fake ! Remember me, O
Lord, when thou comer! into thy kingdom : remem-

ber me, O my God, for good.

But dill it remains that 1 fpeak of the King and his

beauty, on that glorious coronation day, when he

lhu.ll
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(nail appear in pomp and majefty, all terrible ; and

gods, exulting, triumph in his train. Upon this glori-

ous fubjec~t, Lord make my tongue as the pen of a

ready writer ; and then will I fpeak out the thoughts

that almoft caufe my heart to burft, with joy mixt with

fear and trembling. Joy, at the thoughts of. the honour

which my Lord mail receive in that day ; and fear,

left I fhould be judged unworthy to (hare in his glory.

But O my Saviour, let what will become of me, I now

rejoice to think of thy profperity and glory*

My heart is inditing a good matter, I will fpeak

of the things that I have made, touching thee the

King of glory, in that great day when thou (halt be

feen in thy beauty, arrayed in majefty and terror.

Thou art fairer than the children of men ; white

and ruddy, the chiefeft among ten thoufands ; thou

art clothed in light as with a garment ; thy reproach

and difgrace for ever wiped away ! O thou lovely

One, whom I adore, how waft thou flandered when

thou dwelt amongft mankind in the Hkenefs of finful

fieLh ! yet even then thou waft holy, harmlefs, unde-

nted, and hadft no fin. Oh what (liame didft thou

endure in thy death ! how was thy fair character

blackened by lies and blafphemy ! Yet thou didft no

fin, neither was guile found in thy mouth. When thou

waft reviled, thou reviled not again, and when thou

fufTered thou didft not threaten ; but in all things didft

commit thyfelf to him that judgeth righteouily. But

now thou fhineft the brighter and the fairer for all the

difhonour that was fattened upon thee. I have alfo

had a little difgrace for thy dear fake, which I have

thus far patiently borne for the love of thee : thoufands

Vol. I. Oo of
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of lies and fallhoods have been reported and believed

of me, for all which I heartily, fincerely and freely,

foro-ive the inventors and propagators, as I would

wifh thee to forgive my follies, faults, and fins. I

have never fince I have known thy love been filled

with refentment even againfl: my greateft enemies,

nor have thought hard of bearing a little for thee,

who once didft bear fo much for me. But ftill I mould"

weep for joy, if I could think that after all I fhould

be worthy even to kifs thy feet in that great day.

I have hitherto chearfully fuffered reproach, with-

out feeking to clear my character of the fame ; this

I have endured out of confcience towards thee my

Lord : it is enough for me if when thou appeared,

and thy character, which was perfectly innocent and

harmlefs during thy life on earth, mail fhinc as it de-

serves, and be eternally cleared from all fufpicion of

fault, my poor name may be declared blamelefs fo far

as I may be really innocent, and wherein I am juftly

chargeable with folly, be forgiven.

Eut whether 1 mail have any beauty in that day or

not, thou, O Lord, (halt appear altogether lovely,

though terrible. When thou didft appear to thy fer-

vant and beloved difciple John, in the Iileof Patmos,

after thy aicenfion, in thy glorified body, thou didit

fhew thyfelf as the Son of man, in the midft of feven

golden candleiticks, clothed with a garment down to

the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle

;

thy head and thy hairs were white like wool, as white

as fnow, and thine eyes were as a flame of fire, and

ci>y feet as line burnifhed, or even burning brafs,

glowing in the furnace ; thy voice was as the found

of
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of a trumpet, as the found of many waters, mighty

and powerful. Tn thy right hand feven bright ftars

refplendent (hone ; out of thy mouth a (harp two-

edged fword went forth ; and thy countenance ap-

peared as the radiant fource of day, (hining in his me-

ridian fplendor. No wonder that he fell at thy feet

as dead ; for who could behold that brightnefs, and

retain his ftrength and fpirit ? But Oh, when thou fhalt

come in thine own glory, the glory of thy Father,

and with all thy holy angels, how great beyond def-

cription mall thy beauty and terror be !

Then (halt thou be called, Faithful and True, and

in righteoufhefs thou (halt judge, and make war

againft thine enemies : Thine eyes (hall appear as a

piercing flame of devouring fire ; on thy head (hail

be many crowns ; and thou (hall have a fecret

name which no man but thou alone (halt know : Thy
great and public name (hall be, King of Kings,

and Lord of Lords. Befides, thou (halt then be

known by the Name of the Word of God ; the

fame Word that was in the beginning, was with God,

and was God, by whom all things were made ; who

waft made flefh, and dwelt amongft us. When thou

(halt thus appear, how glorious (halt thou be in holi-

nefs, fearful in praifes, doing wonders ! But Lord, I

am opprefled, and faint beneath the greatnefs of the

idea! I turn myfelf from thee, and addrefs myfelf to

the fouls which thou haft made.

Ye children of men, probationers for a future (kite;

are you prepared for this grand and awful fight ? Have

you ever thought as much of it, think you, as many

have of feeing the Royal proceflion ? have you taken

O o 2 the



2§4 X>tftures on the Prophecies.

the pains to be in readinefs for it, as fome have taken

to be prepared for the grand fcenes of the approaching

day ? though what are they, compared to thofe of

which I fpeak ? Not fo much as a drop to the ocean.

Have you been at half the expence in your whole lives

time, to be ready for that great day of the coming of

the heavenly King, as fome of you have been at for

the coming day ? Could you bid as hearty a welcome

to King Jefus, if you mould fee him coming in the

clouds of heaven, as you will to King George, when he

{hall vifit the city ? Would you beable to fhout, " Long

live King Jefus ! O King Immanuel, live for ever?'*

Are you asfure that you love and obey him, as any of

you are that you are fubjects of King George ?

O what a dreadful thing it will be to be found in

arms againfb Jefus, when he mall come to take his

kingdom!—If any fhould gQ.at the time when his

Majefty is to pafs in triumph through Fleet-ftreet, and

endeavour to obflrucT: his way, and, by force and arms,

feek to prevent him and his attendants from coming to

the Cathedral ; what puniihment do you fuppofe would

}}e inflicted on fuch offenders ? Surely death, without

rnercy. But what would the crimes of fuch be, com-

pared to the open rebellion of the kings of the earth,

and their armies, who (hall gather together to make

war againft him that (hall fit on the heavenly horfe,

and againft his army ? Thefe (hall make war with the

Lamb, and the Lamb (hall overcome them : for he is

Lord of lords, and King of kings ; and they that are

with him are called, chofen and faithful. Their

punifhmerjt (hall be as exemplary as their rebellion

;

they (hall be fiain with his flaming fword, and all the

fowls
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fowls (hall be filled with their flefh : He (hall tread

them in his anger, and trample them in his fury, and

fhall (lain all his raiment with their blood ; as you will

hear in one of the following Lectures.

Jefus (hall then come up to his palace, fhall be ac-

knowledged king over all the earth ; all kings fhall

bow down before him, all nations fhall ferve him

;

and all people (hall willingly obey him.

Chrift is already appointed, and fhall at length be

crowned king of all the earth, and the kingdom fhall

belong to him alone, and to thofe whom he (hail

appoint.

All kings come to their crowns one of thefe four

ways: either, i. by birth; or, 2. by conqueft; or,

3. by choice; or, 4. by being deputed by fuch to

whom the kingdom belongs. Chrift, our glorious

King, fhall come to the pofTeiTion of the kingdom of

the whole earth all thefe four ways. As the Son of

God, he was heir of all kingdoms, head over all

things : and when God brought his only-begotten Son

into the world, he faid

—

( And let all the angels of

God wormip him.' As the fon of Abraham, and the

promifed feed, he was heir of the world ; and as the

fon and heir of David, he is the rightful king of the

Jews. He will conquer and fubdue all his foes, 'till

none fhall be able to (land before him ; and will pre-

vail againft his enemies, and break in pieces all nations

and people. He fliall be chofen freely by all his fub-

je&s; for he will reign over a free, willing, and liberal

people. God the Father hath appointed him a king-

dom ; and when he comes in the clouds of heaven,

jhere fhall be given him dominion, and glory, and a

kingdom,



2H6 Ltflures on the Prophecies.

kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages,

lliould ferve him : for his dominion is an everlailing

dominion, which (hall not pafs away ; and his king-

dom, that which (hall not be deflroyed.

Having teen that he (hall take the kingdom, and

come to the crown, in all the ways that a re
j
offible; all

the different ways by which others have poffeffioh of

crowns, kingdoms, thrones, fceptres, and dominions,

meet in him ; To that it is impossible to difpure his

right upon any ground whatever : let us now examine

his qualifications as a king and fovereign ovsrfucha

vaft territory.— i. Monarchs have need of great wif-

dom," to know how to rule their people ; hence Solo-

mon, when he came to the crown and throne of David*

requeued a wife and understanding heart, that he

might know how to behave himfelf, how to go in and

out, and how' to judge the people. But Chrift is

Wifdom itfelf ; in him are hid all the treasures of wif-

dom and knowledge: The fevenfold fpirit of Jeho-

vah dwells in him, without meafure ; the fpirit of

Jekovak mall reft upon him; the fpirit of wifdom

and undefftanding ; the ipirit of counfel and might

;

the fpirit of knowledge, and of the fear of Jehovah.

His plan of government is infinitely wife, and of confe-

quence, absolutely perfect. He can never be difip-

pointed in his expectations; for all his ways are truth

and wifdom. His counfel (hall {land ; for»it is wife

counfel, and fhall never be difannulled.

2. Unlefs kings have power, their wifdom is in

I ; fof they will be unable to fucceed in their plans,

though ever fo well laid, for want of ftrength to exe-

cute 'ihem. But all power in heaven and earth is given

into
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into the hands of Chrift ; he hath power over all flefh

;

the keys of death and hell are committed to him ; the

key of David ; all pombie power and authority be-

long to him ; all angels are at his command ; and he

can do all things that he pleafeth.

3. If a king hath ever fo much wifdom and power,

yet, if he is deftitute of goodnefs, he is but a tyrant

;

and fo much the more for his great wifdom and power

:

it is guodnefs that compleats the royal character. But

Oh, the ti eafures of goodncfs that are in Jefus, who can

declare ? He is good indeed, and therefore is well qua-

lified to be king over all the earth.

4. Juftice, righteoufnefs, or equity, how neceflary

for kings ! If they do not execute judgment, they are

unworthy of honour. But how few among the kings

of the earth, judge righteouny or impartially !—But our

Lord and King fliall judge the people with righteouf-

nefs, and the poor with judgment. He fliall judge the

poor of the people ; he fliall fave the children of the

needy, and (hall break in pieces the opprefTor. Juftice

and judgment fliall be the habitation of his throne,

while mercy and truth fliall go before his face.

But the nature of his government does not fo pro-

perly belong ".o this difcourfe, as his character as King.

His government will be confidered in the Lectures

upon the Millenium : but his beauty, and the glory of

his appearance, are the fubjects that ought at prefect

to employ our thoughts.

Oh that glorious day ! when our Lord fliall defcend

from heaven ! when the King in his beauty fliall ap-

pear ! Oh how happy then fliall they be who fliall ap-

pear with him in glory !

And



288 Lefiures on the Prophecies.

And (hall I once more aik you, Are you ready ?

Can you fay, ' Come, Lord Jefus ; come quickly.'

—

This is a matter of the greater! importance ; in com-

parifon of this, all other concerns are but of trifling

confequence.

If we mould be permitted to fee him in his beauty,

and to be like him in that day, it will be a glorious

thing indeed !

What more {hall I fay ?—Oh, let us give diligence,

that we may be found of him in peace, without fpot,

and blamelefs.—I think I can fay, with David

—

i One
* thing have I defired of Jehovah ; that will I feek

' after : that I may dwell in the houfe of Jehovah all

1 the days of my life, to behold the beauty of Jehq-

* vah, and to enquire in his temple/

END OF THE MEDITATION*,
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The great army thatfhal/ gather to make war againjk Chrift

after his coming.—2
'

Stion of the fame.

AVING, in my Lift, fpoken of feveral grand

events which (hall take place at the coming of

Chrift ; fuch as, the refurrection of the dead faints, the

changing of the living faints, their being caught up

into the clouds to meet their Lord in the air, and the

converfion of the Jews : and having treated, at large,

of the deftruction of their enemies, in a former Lec-

ture ; 1 pafs to confider oiher events that (hall then

take place as introductory to the Millenium, or the

thouland years perfonal rdgn of Chrift and his faints

on the earth ; which glorious period I hafte to de-

fcribe, and (hall therefore treat as briefly as poffible,

of thofe things that muft take place before the peace-

able kingdom of our Lord can prevail over the whole

earth.

It is mod certain, that the kingdom of our Lord

cannot take place through the world until all oppofi-

tion ceafes. The (lone cut out of the mountains with-

out hands, mud break in pieces ail kingdoms, before ic

can become a great mountain, and fill the whole earth;

and all oppofing power muft ceafe, in order to give

loom to the Saviour's kingdom.

The army of Gog and Magog (hall be deHrroyed at

his coming, as hath been already obierved : but feveral

Vol. I. P p paffages
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paflages feem to reprefent, as though the deftruction

mould extend much farther. And it may be con-

cluded, that many people may gather together in op-

position to the Lord, and to his Chrift ; and what tools

place at his firft coming, by the union ( f Herod and

Pontius Pilate, and the rulers of the people, and of the

Gentiles, was rather an accommodation of the fecond

pfalm, than a compleat fulfilling-thereof; efpecially,

becaufe the Pfalmift ("peaks of rbeir being clifappointed

and fruftrated in their attempts ; which does not feem

to accord with the circumftances of the death of Chrift,

at which time they feemed to prevail : but will be ac-

complished when he mall appear on earth again, and

fhall deftroy thofe that rife up againft him. So then

it will appear, that though the firft part of the pfalm

might, in fome fort, refer to the gathering together,

and taking counfel againft Chrift; the latter part al-

ludes to the victory which he will gain over his foes,

who (hall gather againft him at the time of his

coming.

' For behold, Jehovah will come with fire, and with

< his chariots, like a whirlwind, to render his anger with

' fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire,

4 and by his fword, will Jehovah plead with all flefh ;

' and the (lain of J t hov a h fhall be many. For I know
c their works, and their thoughts : it (hall come, that I

( will gather ail nations and tongues ; and they fhall

< come and fee my glory :' Ifai. Lxvi. 15, 1 6. 18.

This gathering together feerns to be the fame as

*bat fpoken of by Zephaniah the prophet, faying

—

I Therefore, wait ye upon me, faith Jehovah, until

c the
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c the day that I rife up to the prey : for my determina-

* tion is to gather the nations, that I may aifemble the

' kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation,

6 even all my fierce anger ; for all the earth fhall be

' devoured with the fire of my jealoufy :' Zeph. iii. 8.

This is a mod dreadful defolation ; and is expreffed in

fuch a manner as to give us realbn to think that the

greateft pat t of the inhabitants (hall be destroyed from

off the earth, becaufe they will not fubmit to the King

of kings, and Lord of lords. The Scripture feems to

reprefent them fo far from being willing to have Chrift

to reign over them, that they aredefcribed as gathering

in a hoftile manner againft him. This appears to be

intimated in the Revelations : After pouring out of the

fix vials of the wrath of God, (which doubtiefs intend

dreadful plagues and judgments yet to be fulfilled)

it is added— ' And I faw three unclean fpirits, like

' frogs, come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out
c of the mouth of the bead, and out of the mouth of the

* falfe prophet : For they are the fpirits of devils,

working miracles, which go forth unto,the kings of

c the earth, and of the whole world, to gather them to

6 the battle of that great day of God Almighty.' This

delufion appears to be aftrongand very powerful delu-

fion ; and is fpoken of as taking place juft at the very

time of the appearance of our Lord : for it is immedi-

ately added— < Behold, I come as a thief: blefied is

1 he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments ; left he

* walk naked, and they fee his (hame/

The wicked fpirits fhall have the greateft power at

that very time, that ever they have had at any feafon

fince firft man was tempted by them; and this may be

P p 2 called



i.gz Lectures on the Prophecies.

called the hour of temptation, ivhich Jlmll come upon

all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.—
' And he, {that is, Satan, by his emifiaries) gathered

f them (that is, the kings of the earth and their armies)

e into a place that is called, in the Hebrew tongue,

* Arma-greddon :' See Rev. xvi. 12 16.—When
gathered together thus, the feventh vial is immediately

poured forth into the furrounding atmofphere, and

they are defixoyed.

' Thefe mall make war with the Lamb, and the

' Lamb (hall overcome them : for he is Lord of lords,

' and King of kin^-s ; and they that are with him are

1 called, and chofen, and faithful :' Rev. xvii. 14.

The fame battle, and total deftruction of the enemies

of the Lord, we may find more at large defcribed in

the 19th chapter of the Revelation, from ver. 11, to

the end ; where Cforift is characterized as a mighty war-

rior, with power fumcient to cruQi all that oppofe him.

9 And I lav/ heaven opened, and behold a white

« horfe ; and he that fat upon him is called Faithful

* and True ; and in righteoufnefs doth he judge and

* make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and

4 on his head were many crowns ; and he had a name

* written, that no man knew but he himfelf : And he

1 was clothed with a vefture dipped in blood ; and his

1 name is called, The Word of God. And the armies

* which were in heaven followed him upon white

* horfes, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And
* out of his month goeth a (harp, two-edged fvvord,

* that with it he (hould fmite the nations : and he (hall

f rule them with a rod of iron : and he treadeth the

* wine-Drefs of the fiercenefs and wrath of Almighty

' Go J.
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( God. And he hath on his vefture, and on his tl

1 a name written, King of kings, and Lord of
' Lords/

' And I faw an angel ftanding in the fun; and he

* cried with a loud voire, faying to all the fowls that

* fly in the midft of heaven, Come, and gather your*

her unto the ' cf the great God;
: ye may eat the llcfii of kings, and the flefh of

ls, and the fleih of mighty men, and the

' fleih of horfes, and of them that fit on them,

' and the fleih of all men, both free and bond, both

* (mall and great. And I faw the beaft, and the
e kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered toge-

' ther to make war againft him that fat on the horfe, and

linft his army. And the beaft was taken, and with

i him the falfe prophet, that wrought miracles before

* him, with which he deceived them that had received

' the mark of the beaft, and them that wormipped his

' image. Thefe both were caft alive into the lake of

* fire burning with brimftone. And the remnant were

' flain with the (word of him that fat upon the horfe;

' which fword proceeded out of his mouth : and all

' the fowls were filled with their flefh:' Rev. xix.

II 21.

This aftoniftiing pafTage of Scripture, though it

abounds with grand and fublime fi^; ires, and cannot be

all perhaps explained in a literal fenfe ; yet contains

clear and certain predictions cf the great victory of

Chrift ovc:
-

his foes.—Some obferyations upon this

pafTage may be highly proper for us at this time.

The real and p arance of our Lord and

Saviour Jefus Chrift, a^ a >r and r con-

que
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qvieror, is here fet forth in a mod fublime and ftriking

manner.

As heaven was opened to receive Jefus up to glory>

fo fhall it be opened for him to defcend from thence.

The heaven mult receive, or rather retain him, until

the times of restitution come ; but he fhall not con-

tinue his relidence there 'till thofe ages are pad, as

fome fuppofe, directly contrary to the tenor of Scrip-

ture, which declares that he fliall defcend from hea-

ven, as really and perfonally as he afcended thither.

He is reprefented as riding upon a white horfe : this

may be a beautiful figure, to exprefs his powerful

march againft his fjes : but there is no abfolute necef-

iity even for interpreting this p:rfllige figuratively ;

as the holy angels (hall come with Chrift, and will

rejoice to ferve him in any form or capacity that he

fliall pleafe to employ them in; and i . pure foirits

can appear in any (hape that God plea'feSj whether of

men, horfes, chariots, clouds, flames or (tars, and

in all thefe they have appeared, as many judicious

perfons have believed, and as the Scriptures feem to

intimate. But at prefent I mall confine royfelf to

their appearing as horfes and chariots. When Elijah

was translated from earth to paradife in the heavens,

£ Behold there appeared a chariot of fire, and horfes

< of nre, and parted them (Elijah and Elilha) both

* afunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into

4 heaven:' 2 Kings ii. 11. This chariot, and th

horfes, doubtlefs were guards of God's holy angels,

whom he maketh (pints* and his chofen m'mifters,

"whom he maketh a flame of lire. Pfalm. civ*. 4-

Elifna faw the glorious figbf, with a mixture of joy;

and
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and forrow, and cried, ' My father, my father ; the

' chariot of Ifrael, and the horfemen thereof!' ver.

12. He greatly rejoiced to behold a fight Co grand,

and to fee die reward of his faithful mafler : he rejoiced

alfo upon his own account, that he beheld the fcene,

becaufe a double portion of the fpirit of Elijah, was

promifed him upon condition that he faw when that

great pror het was taken up : but, no doubt, he

felt great forrow at having his mailer removed from

him, where he could fee him no more.

Elifha was afterwards in the city of Dothan, fur-

rounded with the King of Syria's horfes and chariots,

and with a mighty hod of warlike men, that came by

night, and compared the city to take him— * When
' the fervant of the man of God was rifen early, and
c gone forth, behold an hod compafled the city, both
c with horfes and chariots: and his feivant faid unto

' him, Alas, my mafler ! how (hall we do ? And he

* anfwered, Fear not ; fjr they that be with us, are

* more than they that be with them/ Elifha knew

that God's hofl, though inviiible to men, was far

greater, and more powerful, than the army of Syria ;

but that his fervant might be convinced, by beholding

with his own eyes fo flrange a fight, Elifha prayed,

and faid, ' Jehovah, I pray thee, open his eyes that

' he may fee. And Jehovah opened the eyes of the

' young man, and he faw : And behold, the mountain
1 was full of horfes and chariots of fire, round about

* Elifha :' 2 Kings vi. 13 17. Thcfe were holy

angels, fent forth to minifler to the man of God, to

fecure him from ail dangers. ' The angel of Jehovah

( encampeth round about them that fear him, and de-

' livereth
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. xxxiv. 7. ' The chariots of

twent] thoufand, even thoufands of angels

:

. ,:i is a.nong diem as in Sinai, in the holy

6 place,' Pfal. lxviii. 17.

In feveral vifions of Zechariah, fpirits appeared to

him in the form of chariots and horfes ; and the mef-

fengers which God lent forth into all the earth, to walk

to and fro through the fame— (which doubtlefs were

angels, fent forth on errands of judgment and mercy)

appeared to him as red horfes, fpeckled and white.

—

Hear his own words :— 'I faw by night, and behold

c a man riding upon a red horfe ; and he flood among
* the myrtle trees that were in the bottom ; and be-

c hind hi.n there were red horfes, fpeckled and white.

'Then laid I, O my Lord, what are thefe ? And
c the angel that talked with me, faid unto me, I will

c fhew thee what thefe be. And the man that flood

c among the myrtle-trees anfwered, and faid, Thefe

* are they whom Jehovah hath fent to walk to and
e fro through th. And they anfwered the angel

c of Jr.novAH that flood among the myrtle-trees, and
c
faid, We have walked to and fro through the earth,

all the earth fitteth ftill, and is at reft
:'

Zech. i. 8—n. ' And I turned, and lifted up mine

* eyes, and looked, and behold there came four cha-

c lists out from between two mountains; and the

c mountains were mountains of brafs. In the firfl

1 charier were red ho:fes; in the feeond chariot were.

*i black horfes ; and in the third chariot white horfes ;

'and in the fourth chariot, grilled and bay horfes.

—

' Then I anfwered and faid unto the angel that talked

' with me, What are thefe, my Lord ? And the angel

* anfw
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' anfwered 3nd faid unto me, Thefe are the four fpirits

' of the heavens, which go forth from (landing before

4 the Lord of all the earth :' Zech. vi. 1—5.

May not thefe four fpirits of the heavens, be fairly

concluded to be the four angels which St. John faw,

* (landing on the four coiners of the earth, holding the

1 four winds of the earth, that the winds mould not

' blow on the earth, nor on the fea, nor on any tree V

See Rev. vii. 1, 2. Thefe four angels had power to

hurt the earth, the fea, and the trees, becaufe they

were defired not to hurt any thing 'till the fervants of

God were feiled, ver. 3. See alfo Ezek. ix. where

angels appeared as having power to deftroy Jerufalem :

but, firft, one was commanded to fet a mark upon the

foreheads of the mourners in Zion, and the others

were fent forth to flay after him. As thefe were cer-

tainly angels, fo there is no doubt but thofe feen by

Zechariah were angels alfo, in the forms of horfes and

chadots, and were God's minifters of vengeance, or

mercy, through all the world : for it is faid, ' The
* black horfes which are therein go forth into the north

' country, and the white go forth after them : and the

' grilled go forth toward the fouth country. 'And the

* bay went forth, and fought to go, that they might

* walk to and fro through the earth : And he faid,

' Get ye hence, walk to and fro through the earth.-r-

* So they walked to and fro through the earth.

* Then cried he upon me, and fpakeunto me, faying,

' Behold thefe that go toward the north country, have

' quieted my fpirit in the north country :' Zech. vi. 6,

7, 8. All this pains I have taken, to (hew, that angels

have appeared under the forms of horfes and chariots,

Vol. I. Q^q and
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and confequently that we are not obliged to renounce

the literal fenfe of the appearance of Chrift as repre-

fented on a white horfe ; for if kings, heroes, and

patriots, are frequently carried in triumph upon the

moulders of their fellow men, or drawn by them in

their chariots ; how very reafonable is it to fuppofe,

that when the Lord of lords, and King of kings,

fhall come in the greatefh triumph and fplendor, that

angels fhall be the horfes and chariots of his mighty

hoft ! Thefe horfes mail be more terrible to the ene-

mies of the Lord, than the war hoife in the day of

battle, Co elegantly defcribed by God himfelf ! See

Job xxxix. 19 25.

The gloiious white horfe, not only reprefents the

power of God, revealed in righteoufnefs, but (accord-

ins; to the laws of correfpondence, in which the out-

ward form and figure anfwers to the myftery intended)

may be fome mighty body, formed of princely angels,

happy to carry the perfon of him who once rode upon

an afs's colt into Jerufalem ; but when he fhall come

again, though he mail be flill jufT, and having falva-

tion, he fhall be mounted upon a celeftial horfe, of in-

vincible courage and ftrength. And he that fat upon

him was called Faithful and True ; and in righteoufnefs

doth he judge and make war.—Thefe are the known

characters of Chrift ; he is the -faithful and true Wit-

nefs, the righteous judge, and the mighty Warrior.

He mall then go forth in righteous judgment againfb

his numerous foes ; and who fhall be able to oppofe

him ? His eyes, like a flame of fire, fhall pierce

through his enemies, and ftrike the rebellious with ter-

ror; rnany crowns on his head fhall proclaim his

triumphs!
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triumphs ; and to the reft (hall then be added, the

crown of all the world, fubdued to him. His name

written, which no man knew but himfelf, fhould warn

us not to depreciate him by any means ; nor to pretend

that becaufe he is truly a man, therefore he is nothing

more ; and that we are able to know his nature fully*

or to aik after and underftand that great name of his,

which is a fecret to all but himfelf, and which he would

not tell to Jacob when he wreftled with him ; (fee

Gen. xxxii. 29.) nor to Manoah and his wife, when

theyaiked him; (fee Judges xiii. 17, 18.)-—declaring

to them that it was fecret ; and dare we prefume to de-

cypher it ?—His vcfture dipped in blood, not his own,

but the blood of his enemies, (fee Ifai. Ixiii. 3.)

proves his conqueft fure, and his victory over all his

foes com pleat : His name being called the Logos, or

Word of God, fhews that he, if rightly named, is the

fame divine perfon fpoken of in St. John's gofpel,

chap. i. called there ' The JVord that was madefiejh,

* and dwelt among us :' And when he comes in glory,

he fhall be known to be the fame that he was in the be*

ginning, before the world was made—by whom the

world was made—who was in the world, though by

the world unknown—and who left the world, and

went unto the Father.—His being called The Word
of God, diftinguilhes him fiom all other perfons; and

fhews him to be the Mefliah, Jefus Chrift, the fame

yefterday, to-day, and for ever.—The heavenly ar-

mies who follow him upon white horfes, clothed in

fine linen, white and clean, feem to me to be the

faints who fuffered with Chrift here, and fhall be glo-

rified widi him hereafter. When Chrift* who is our

Q^q z Uie
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life fhall appear, then fliall his faithful faints appeaf

with him in glory, and (hall be like him ; for they fhall

fee him as he is : Col. iii. 4. 1 John iii. 2.

They fliall have the honour of a public triumph

with their Lord ; and being clothed with the glorious

white linen garments of righteoufnefs, fliall be con-

veyed in the fame manner as their leader, following

him on white horfes, conveyed by thofe bleffed guar-

dian angels, thofe miniftering fpirits who waited on

them through life, and at the hour of death ; and will

efteem themfeives happy to carry them in triumph in

the train of their Redeemer, before the faces of their

enemies.

Thefe are the called, chofen, and faithful, who fol-

lowed the example of their Saviour in this mortal life,

and fhall have the honour of following him whitherfo-

ever he goeth ; and fliall with him ride in triumph,

and compofe his fliining cavalry, in the great day of

battle, which is here defcribed.

The fliarp fword that goeth out of the mouth of the

great leader of this hoft, with which he fliall finite the

nations, is commonly, and perhaps rightly explained to

be his word, the fpirit of his mouth, the breath of his

lips. I will colled the feveral paffages that fpeak of

it under the idea of a destroying weapon.

Ifai. xi. 4. ' He fliall finite the earth with the rod

* of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips fliall he

' flay the wicked.'

2 Thef. ii. 8. ' And then fliall that Wicked be re-

* vealed, whom the Lord fliall confume with the fpirit

' of his mouth, and fliall deflroy with the brightnefs of

' his coming.*

Heb.
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Heb. iv. 12. c For the word of God is quick

* and powerful, and (harper than any two-edged

' fword, piercing to the dividing afunder of foul and

' fpirit, and of the joints and marrow : and is a dif-

' cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.'

Rev. i. 1 6. * And out of his mouth went a (harp

* two-edged fword.'

Rev. ii. 12. ( And to the angel of the church in

c Pergamos write; Thefe things faith he which hath

* the (harp fword with two-edges.' Ver. 16. < Repent;
c or elfe I will come unto thee quickly, and I will fight

< againft them with the fword of my mouth.'

The word going out of the mouth of the Lord,

will be fufficient to deflroy his foes ; but yet it is

not improbable, that a fiery ftream, in form of a fliaro

fword, fhall iffue and come forth from before him,

according to the vifion of Daniel, chap. vii. io. the

very fight of which would be fufficient, one would

think, to daunt the flout hearts of his enemies., and

caufe them to die with terror ; but in them will be

fhewn the amazing power of fin to harden the heart,

and caufe men ftubbornly to oppofe the known will

of God.

And he fhall rule them with a rod of iron. This

ph:"afe does not defcribe the government of Chrift

during the Millenium, which will be moft mild and

gende ; but relates entirely to that awful deftruction

that fhall take place before or at the beginning of that

period, in order to fubdue the rebellious nations of

the earth, and put down all oppofition. This ruling

with a rod of iron, intends breaking in pieces the na-

tions
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tions of the earth ; as will evidently appear by a Co!*

lection of the paflages where this phrafe is u.

Pfalm ii. 8, 9. ' Afk of me, and I will give thee

f the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermoft

* parts of the earth for thy pofTeffion. Thou (halt

F break them with the rod of iron : thou malt dafh

e them in pieces like a potter's veffel.' This is what

the Father fays to Chrift : Now let us hear what Chrift

fays to his followers, and we mall find the fame

language.

Rev. ii. 26, 27. c And he that overcometh, and

' keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give

6 power over the nations : and he (hall rule them with

e a rod of iron : as the veffels of a potter (hall ithey

' be broken to Olivers ; even as I received of my
' Father.' Thus it is evident, that the nations mud

be broken in Olivers, before the kingdoms of this

world can become the kingdoms of our Lord, and

of his Chrift. The ftone cut out of the mountain

without hands, muft break in pieces the monarchies of

the world, (reprefented by Nebuchadnezzar's image,)

and all the kingdoms that have fprung from them,

and in general all the kingdoms of the earth, before

it can become a great mountain, and fill all the earth.

The kingdom of Chrift which God hath fet up, fhall

never be deftroyed ; nor be left to other people or

fuccelTors ; but it fhall break in pieces, and confumc

ail thefe kingdoms, and fhall ftand for ever, or to

the age. See Dan. ii. 31 45.

And he treadeth the wine-prefs and nercenefs of

the wrath of Almighty God.

This expreflion, which fome divines apply to the

fuffering

c
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fuffering fcene of cur Saviour, does not appear to me

to have the (mailed allufion thereto, but is entirely

confined to that deftruciion which (hall fall upon his

enemies, in that awful day when ' Jehovah at his right

t hand Qiall flrike through kings in the day of his

* wrath.' When f He (hall judge among the heathen/

and ' (hi 11 fill the places with the dead bodies,' and

' fhall wound the heads over many countries :' Pfal.

ex. 5, 6.

When f the earth alfo (hall difclofe her blood,

e and (hall no more a^er her (lain/ Ifai. xxvi. 21.

' The vine of the earth fhall be gathered, and cad
c into the great wine-prefs of the wrath of God, which
6 (hall be trodden without the city, &c.' Rev. xiv. 18,

19, 2C. The prefs (hall then be full, the fats fhall

overflow ! for the wickednefs of the inhabitants of

the earth is great. There fhall be multitudes in

the valley of Jehofhaphat, or decifion ; where the

Lord Jehovah, in the perfon of Jefus, (hall (It

to judge all the heathen round about; and thither

(hall he caufe his mighty ones, faints and angels,

to come down: Joel iii. 11, 12, 13, 14. From
that vintage the mighty conqueror fhall come up, in

the manner defcribed in Ifaiah lxiii. 1 6. Upon
which pafTagc I (hall only here obferve, that his tread-

ing the people down in his anger, and trampling them

in his fury, is treading the wine-prefs and fiercenefs

of the wrath of Almighty God : And I muft confi-

der as manifed perverlions of Scripture, all attempts

to make thefe remarkable paflages fpeak of Chrid's

fjfferings, when the contrary is (b evident ; nothing

Jpcing more plain than that they allude to his victory

and
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and triumph over his enemies, in that great clay ofGod
Almighty, when the kings of die earth and of the

whole world, (hall, by the influence of unclean fpirits,

be gathered together to battle, under the conduct of

their two great leaders, the beait and the faife prophet i-

7. xvi. 13, 14, 15, 16.

His name, written upon his venture and on his thigh,

King of kings, and Lord of lo?vDs, certainly

.3 that he is appointed to be the univerfal Go-

o'r! and King, and that he fhall actually obtain that

kigh honour, after he (hall have fubdued, broken, ancT

Conquered, all that oppofe him. Then mall the king-

doms of the world become his kingdom, and the faints'

fhall take and poffefs the kingdom for ever.

—

c
Je-

' hovah fhall be king over all the earth : in that day
c fhall there be one Lord, and his name one. Yea,

c
all king? Qlall fall down before him ; all nations fhall

* ferve him.'

Rev. xi. 15.—-Dan. vii. 14. i3. 27.—Zech. xiv. 9.

«—rial. Ixxii. 1 1.

An angel is reprefented as standing in the fun, \1C1-

ble to all, and calling- all the fowls of heaven to come

and fealt upon the ftem of kings, captains, mighty

men, horfes and their riders, ar.d the flefti of all kinds

of men, both free and bond, both fmall and great.

It is worthy of notice, that whenever large armies

collect to battle, vaft numbers of carnivorous birds

watch their motions, and wait to prey upon the carcafes

that fall upon the field of battle. And it may be

noted, that in thofe warm climates', vultures, that feed

en fic-fh, arc very ntrmetolis, and in the land of E.^vpt

efpeciaily, which is at no great diftance from the p

of
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of this action. In Grand Cairo they walk about the

ftreets like tame fowls, and no one prefumes to kill, or

even to moleft them : they are neceffary to the well-

being pf that country, the air of which would foon be

putrified with the noifome flench of dead carcafes, un-

lefs theie fowls were fufHciently numerous to devour

them.

I myfelf refided fome years in South-Carolina, a

warm flat country, much like Egypt, and which lies

nearly in the fame climate, only a few degrees farther

north. The rivers in that country are apt to rife fud-

denly, owing to rains which fall upon the diftant

mountains where thofe rivers head. The waters come

down, and overflow the rich low lands on each fide of

the rivers, and frequently drown vaft numbers of

horfes, cattle, fwine, &c. before they can be got out of

the way. After the frefh is over, and the waters fall,

you will fee vaft numbers of a kind of vultures, called

there turkey- buzzards, from the great refemblance

they bear to thofe fowls called turkies. Their numbers

fill the country at thofe times, though at another time

it is rare to fee any quantity of them. They come

down and feed upon the carcafes, and then rife in the

air, and fail round 'till their food is digefted, which

happens in a very fhort time ; and then they alight,

and fill themfelves again : and thus continuing, in two

or three days they commonly devour all the flefh

they find above ground. It is almofl incredible what

numbers of thofe birds afTemble at fuch times ; and it

is furprizing what a quantity of flefh each one of them

daily devours, 'rill they have cleared the land. From

whence they come, and whither they go, I could never

Vol. I. Rr dilcover:
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difcover : but as foon as any carcafe begins to be of-

fenfive, they find it cut, and never leave it 'till they

have devoured all the flefh.—But what amazing num-

bers (hall attend on this occafion, when thus folemnly

and particularly invited, by the order of Heaven, to

the (upper which the great God will give them, of the

flefh and blood of his enemies

!

When God called the quails together, to be food for

the camp of Ifrael for a month in the wildernefs, how

vafl mud have been the number, to be as it were a

day's journey on this fide, and as it were a day's journey

on the other fide, round about the camp ; and as it

were two cubits high, upon the face of the earth ! The

amazing number is defcribed farther by the time that

was fpent in gathering them ; all that day, and all that

nirht, and all the next day. The lead quantity that any one

gathered was ten homers, or 30 quarts ; near a bufhel

of quails. Probably four-fifths of the congregation,

even all but the little children, went out to gather

them ; and if fo, two millions and four hundred thou-

fand bufhels of quails might have been gathered. We
could not have conceived that there had been half fo

many quails in the creation, had not the facred hiftorian

been fo particular in defcribing the diftance they feemed

to lie round the camp, a day's journey on each fide

;

their thicknefs, as it were, two cubits, or a yard high ;

the time they were in gathering them, two days and

one night ; the leaft quantity that any one gathered,

ten homers, (near a bufhel) ; and the time they lafted

for food, thirty days. All thefe correfponding circum-

stances prove, that nearly an hundred million pounds,

or fifty thoufand tons, of quails were taken : for,

j. three
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S. three million bufhels of quails muft have weighed

nearly fifty thoufand tons ; and, 2. allowing a pound of

fieQi a-piece to all the perfons in the camp each day,

for a month, they mull have eaten more than ninety

million pounds during that time.

But if fo vaft a number of fowls was collected to be

food for about three millions of people, what an afto-

nifhing quantity muft be gathered, to eat Up an army

compofed of the kings of the earth, and their armies,

and the greater part of the inhabitants of the world,

that mall then be gathered together, under the conduit

of the beaft, to make war againfl him that fhall then

appear fitting on the horfe, and againft his army !

This mighty army fhall gather together, but (hall

fall a facrifice ; upon whofe fiefh the carnivorous fowls

collected from all parts of heaven (hall feed.

This view of the Scriptures will give us light to fee

many ftrange things, and underftand the truth in many

refpects, where it has been difguifed, or mifunder-

ftood : and a great variety of important and interefting

queftions may be raifed reflecting this gathering to-

gether againft the Lord, and which deferve to be

anfvvcred before we proceed any further.

Quefuon 1 . Is it likely or probable, that the nations of

the earth, the kings of the earth, and their armies,

will gather together, openly to oppofe and fight againft

fo glorious a perfon, and fuch an army as he fhall bring

with him ? Will they not know him to be the Lord ?

and does not the will always follow the underftanding,

and the judgment ?

Anfzver. It is indeed a moft aftonifhing thought,

that any of the human race, and efpecially fo vaft a

R r 2 number,
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number, mould gather themfelves on purpofe to make
war againft the King of kings and Lord of lords ; but

as it is exprefly declared that they fhall, let us, rather

than difpute the truth of the prediction, look through

the facred hiftory, and fee whether fomething of the

fame kind of bold madnefs, has not appeared in many

(though perhaps not in the fame degree), as will be

found in thofe who mall thus gather themfelves againft

Chrift, when he fhall appear to reign on the earth.

As for infiance—Who would have thought that

Pharaoh and his hod, who had feen the ten plagues

inflicted on the land cf Egypt, and had been compelled

to let Ifrael go, mould have had the wilful madnefs to

march out into the wildernefs, to bring back a people

intofubjeclion, whom they had feen evidently delivered

by Godhimfelf? Was not this wilfully and know-

ingly making war againft Heaven ? And is it

not more amazing dill (if pofiibie) that when the

Egyptians faw the fea divided for Ifrael to pafs, and

the cloud of glory, the viiible token of the Divine pre-

fence attending them ; faw it remove, and place kfelf

between the two camps, to be a light to one, and

darknefs to the other ; that dill they had the hardinefs

to venture into the fea after the Ifraelites !—Was not

this gathering againft God, who appeared vifibly pre-

fent in the cloud of glory, and by his miraculous

power ? Never let us doubt of this prophecy, fince

fech a public fact has already happened, fo near like

what is here foretold.

1 he open and frequent rebellions of the Ifraelites in

the wildernels againft God, who was evidently amongft

them, whofe voice they heard, the vifible fign of whofe

preftnce
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prefence was always before their eyes, and whofe great

and con/rant miracles they daily beheld, and of which

they could not have the fmalleft doubt ;— I fay, their

open, numerous, and wilful rebellions, under all thofe

circumftances, are almoft, if not quite, as unaccount-

able as the event we are confidering.

,
How could the nations of the land of Canaan hope

to prevail againft Jofhua and the children of Ifrael,

after they had heard of all the wonders that had been

wrought in the land of Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in

die wildernefs ; and had feen Sihon and Og conquered,

and their land poflefied by the Ifraelites ; had beheld

Jordan driven back, to give them entrance into the

country ; had heard that the walls of Jericho had fallen

down flat before them ? Yet (till they had the boldnefs

to hazard a battle,— even though they evidently faw

that God fought for Ifrael !

But what is ftill more aftoni filing, After that day of

battle at Gibeon, between Jofliua and the five kings

—

when the Lord fought for Ifrael, and caft down hail-

ftones upon their enemies, which deftroyed them, and

flayed the fun in the midft of heaven, for nearly the

{pace of a day, which mufl have been a fact notorious

to all;— yet the nations that were left (how unreafon-

able foever it would have been to have imagined it)

gathered themfelves together to fight againft Jofliua

and the children of Ifrael, notwithstanding all the viii-

ble appearances of God in their favour ! If any can

account for this ftupidity and madnefs of the Canaan-

ites in aflembling againft Joihua, I can account, by

the fame rule, for the gathering together of the kings

of the earth, and their armies, to fight againft the glo-

rious
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rious and mighty Saviour, when he fhall come to rejgti

on the earth.

And to pafs over the conduct of many nations, and

private perfbns, who have fet themfelves boldly and

wilfully to fight againft God, what dial] we fay of the

nation of the Jews, who perfeciued and flew the pro-

phets, though they taught nothing but the truth ac-

cording to the law, and whofe minions were confirmed

by their fanctity of life, the immediate fulfilment of

fome of their prophecies, and frequently by miracles ?

And to purfue the hiftory further, what wilful

malice, and what hellim rage, mufl have filled their

breads to reje<ft the Hefted Jcfus, though he came

exactly according to the Scriptures ? His uncorrupt

doctrine, holinefs of life, and wonderful miracles,

aboundantly proved and confirmed his heavenly rriif-

Hon ; yet many, againft their better knowledge, blaf-

phemed his name, denied the Spirit by which he

fpake and wrought miracles ; the whole nation as

a body rejected him, preferred a notorious robber

and murderer to him, and defired that he might be

crucified ; which was accordingly done. After his

refurrection, and the mighty figns which attended and

followed that very notorious event, they ftiil continued

their oppofition, even though they faw fuch evident

miracles wrought in confirmation of the truth of it, as

they could not deny ; yet they m?,dly endeavoured

to hinder, by open perfecution, the propagation of that

religion fo confirmed, which they muft have been con-

vinced was true ; and thus, as our Saviour declares,

they had no cloke for their fin, having both feen and

hated, both him and his Father ; and that without

a. caufe.
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a caufe. And though foon after, their city and tem-

ple was deftroyed, according to the exprefs predictions

of our Lord, and they have been difperfed over the

world for fo many ages, they dill continue to rejeit

the true Meffiah, though they have frequently fol-

lowed, to their own deftru&ion, falfe Chrifts, who have

pretended to be fent by God ; but who were not able

to {hew a (ingle miracle to prove their million, and

who were fo far themfelves from holinefs of life, that

they were t;:e moll abandoned of mankind. '

And to leave the- Jews for the prefent, Have not

all the perfecutions that have been raifed againft Chris-

tianity, been fymptoms of that madnefs that mall

come to its greateft height, when the kings fhall gather

together to fight againft Chrift, when he fhall appear

on earth ! Without this great and open rebelli n,

the nature of fin would never be fo fully revealed as

it will by that attempt, for which there can be no

colour of excufe.

All wilful prefumptuous fins of all kinds, which

are very frequent in the world, are fpecimens of the

fame diforder; and by the fame rule that poor wretches

curfe and blafpheme the name of God now, when

they mull know that he hears them, and is ever pre-

fent with them, they will be likely to join in open

rebellion againft the King of glory, when he fhall

appear ; and thofe that cannot now endure the leaft

degree of holinefs and purity, cannot be fuppofed to

love it when it fhall appear in all its fplendor, in the

perfons of Chrift and his faints ; but will be filled with

malice, and urged on by rage, wilful blindnefs and

defpair j will join the ftandards of the great enemies

of
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of God, and march to give battle to the Almighty-

Conqueror.

Whoever confiders all thefe circumftances, and

many more, which I might largely infill upon, muft

be convinced that there is nothing improbable, far

lefs impoiiible, in this awful vifion of St. John. Who
can tell what hardnefs of heart, wilful and judicial

blindnefsof mind, ftubbornnefs of will, hatred ofgood-

nefs, joined with hellish rage, urged on by defpair

and vain confidence, under the power of a ftrong

deluficn, will prompt men to attempt ! Add to all

this, that the unclean fpirits of devils, working mi-

racles, will be fullered to go forth to the kings of the

earth and of the whole world, to gather them and

their armies together, to the battle of that great day

of God Almighty : fo that, joined to ail the wicked

difpoiltions of men, there (hall be the ftrong influence

of evil angels, whofe deceptions fhall be confirmed

by miracles. And if one lying fpirit enticed Ahab

to go up and fall at Ramoth Gilead, though he was

v.raned of the deception by the prophet of the Lord ;

how much more may wefuppofe thefe fpirits of devils,

working miracles, will deceive and entice the world,

at that time, when the hearts of men mall be hard-

ened as the nations of Canaan in the days- of Jom.ua

were, to their own defcruclion : who in that were fink-

ing examples, and types of the nations of the earth,

in the day when Jefus, the great Jofhua, fhall come

to conquer ail his foes.

From what has been obferved we may correct fe-

veral great milbkes, and eftablifth feverai important

truths,

i. Some
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1. Some fuppofe that nothing more is neceffary to

convert men, than that they (hould behold Chrift in

his glory : but the contrary is evident ; becaufe when

he (hall thus appear, they fhall affemble to fight

againft him.

2. It is alfo faid by Tome, that the will of man

never follows, -but where the understanding and judg-

ment lead : but the foregoing instances abundantly

prove, that thofe who are hardened in iniquity, rebel

againft the light ; and the greatnefs of fin confifts in

• the perverfenefs of the will, influencing the (inner to

acl: contrary to all the dictates of reafon, confcience,

and the light of Revelation.

3. Some declare that when Chrift (hall come, he

will only come to terrify, but not to destroy his ene-

mies : whereas he declares that his enemies that would

not have him to reign over them, fhall at his coming

be brought and flain before him, See St. Luke

xix. 27.

4. It is fuppofed by many that the Millenium fliall

commence with the world as full of people as now it

is : but from the Scriptures, as well as from the nature

of things, it is plain that vast numbers of mankind will

be destroyed, before the whole earth (hall be fubdued

to the obedience of Christ.

5. Some fuppofe all punifiiment and pain (hall end

at the coming of Chrift, and mankind at once fhall

be restored : but deftruction fliall be to the workers

of iniquity, and to thofe that refufe to fubmit to the

Lord : and as for punifhment ceafing when he firft

comes, it is a mistake of great magnitude; for the

punishment of the wicked will continue to the ages

Vol. I. Sf cf
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of ages, after the day of Judgment; which dreadful

period is at the clofe of the Millenium, as I fhall (hew

in order. But it is time to take notice of a fecond

queftion.

Quejlion 2. Is this great gathering together of the

kings and their armies againft Chrift and his army,

the fame as the army of Gog and Magog mentioned

by Ezekiel, which fhall be found gathered at Jem-

falem at the coming of Chrift, and {hall be deftroyed

upon the mountains of Ifrael ?

I was formerly inclined, and till very lately, to think

them the fame ; but I now think them different armies,

for the following reafons.

i. Becaufe their leaders appear to be different;

the army of Gog and Magog being under the com-

mand of the chief prince of Mefhech and Tubal,

whom I take to be the Grand Turk, or the chief

of the Mahometans : but this army fpoken of by

John appears to be ranged under the ftandards of the

bead and the falfe prophet ; and whoever they are,

they are certainly different from the former.

2. The firft army appears to me to be compofed

chiefly of Mahometans, thofe natural enemies of the

Jews ; but this, fpoken of by St. John, feems to be

compofed of the kings of the earth, and the whole

world, and their armies, whether Pagans, Mahome-

tans, or falfe Chriftians ; among whom, thofe efpe-

cially who deny the perfonal kingdom of Chrift are

likely to be found.

3. The influence by which they are gathered, does

not feem to be the fame in both armies. The army of

Gog and Magog feems to be influenced by an evil

thought



LECTURE Vlh gl*[

thought arinng within them, and a covetous defire

of pofieffing the wealth of the Jews : but this army

of which I now fpeak, is plainly gathered by diaboli-

cal influence, armed with miraculous powers for the

purpofe.

4. The army of Gog and Magog (hall only come

againft God's people lfrael, when they fhall dwell

fafely in their own land, at which time Chrift fhall

not fo much as be vifible : but the kings of the earth

and their armies, (hall with the beait gather together

en purpofe to make war againft him th'aiffitteth upon

the horfe, and againft his army, when he fhall come

in his glory, and be Cecn by all.

5. The leader of the army of Gog and Magog
fhall fall (lain upon the mountains of Ifiael, and all

his bands with him, Ezek. xxxix. 4. But the beaft

and falfe prophet, the leadeis of the great army that

(hall make war againft the Lamb, (hall both be taken

and caft alive into a lake of fire, burning with brim-

ftone ; while their army (hall be ilain with the flaming

fword of him that (hall fit on the white horfe, and

all the fowls (hall be filled with their flelh.

6. Joihua, as a general, was the greateft type of

Jefus, in his warlike character, that ever exifted ; and

the land of Canaan was a beautiful figure, (not of

heaven above, as many hold, but) of the Millenium

reft : and confequently, the wars of Jofhua, before the

land refted from war, are typical of the battles and

triumphs of Jefus over his and his people's enemies,

before the glorious reft fliall take place on the earth.

—

And it is the conformity of the antitype with the type,

that more than any thing confirms me in the idea that

S f 2 the
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the army of Gog and Magog, and the company of the

kings of the earth and their armies, are not ihe fame,

but different combinations : the firft agakrft the Jews,

and the city of Jeruialem j the laft immediately againft

Chrift himfelf, and his victorious army. Whoever

will- take the pains to read the hiltory of Jofhua's con :

queft of the land of Canaan, will find that the matter

was determined by two victories of that valiant and

fuccefsful general, (who never loft a battle) over two

different combinations of his foes. The firft was of

five kings and their hofts, who gathered not immedi-

ately againft Jofhua and the Ifaelites, but againft

Gibeon ; but whom the Lord overthrew, partly by

the hand of Jofhua, and partly by his own hand, im-

mediately manifefted for that purpofe. This aflem-

biing of the kings againft Gibeon, anfwers to the

army of Gog and Magog, that (hall be gathered

againft Jerufalem to battle ; and the deftruction of the

one was a picture of that which (hall befal the other.

For as I have obferved in a former Lecture, the pro-

phet Zechafiah exprefly likens the Lord going forth to

jfioht againft the enemies of Jerufalem, in the latter

days, to his fighting in the day of battle ; which I

hive fhewn, could intend no other day but that when

Gibeon was preferved, and its enemies deftroyed.—But

that the likeneffes may appear more linking, I will

compare them together.

The army of the five kings combined againft the

city of Gibeon : the army of Gog and Magog (hall,

in like manner, encamp againft Jerufalem.—When

Gibeon was in great diftrefs, and ready to be fwallowed

up by its foes, Joihua cajne Mdenly by night, faved

the
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the city, and difcomfked the befiegers : fo Jefus the

Lord, the antitype of Jofhua, mall fuddenly appear,

when the enemies of the Jews mall dream of no fuch

thing ; and he fhall deftroy them, and fave Jerufalem,

in that day.

Great ftones were cad from heaven upon the Amo-
rites, which flew more than the fword, J0Q1. x. 1 1.

—

fo God hath declared, that he will rain upon Gog,

and upon his bands, and upon the many people that

mall be with him, an overflowing rain, and great hail-

jftones, fire and brimftone ; Ezek. xxxviii. 22.

The day when the Amorites were deflroyed, was the

day in which Jehovah fought for Ifrael, and there-

fore called, by way of eminence, The day of battle

;

Jofh. x. 14.— Jehovah will go forth, and fight

againft. the nations that gather againft Jerufalem, as

when he fought in that day of battle ; Zech. xiv. 3.

The day of battle at Gibeon was different from all

other days that have ever been numbered by man : the

laws of nature were fufpended ; the heavenly bodies

ceafed their motion for a whole day; Jofli.x. 12, 13, 14.

—So the day on which Jerufalem (hall be faved, fhall

be one day known to Jehovah, in diftincliion from all

other days, neither clear nor dark, but coagulated ; and

at evening-time it mall be light : which (hall diftin-

guilh that day from all others, as much as the heavenly

bodies being flopped in their courfe, made that day on

which the Amorites were deflroyed, to differ from all

other days.

The flaughter of the five kings, and their armies, was

almoft a total flaughter, (fee Jofh. x. 3. 20.)—fo (hall

that of Gog and Magog be : See Ezek. xxxix. 4, 5.

Thus
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Thus much for the firft combination of the enemies

of Jolhua, which was againfl Gibeon ; and its corre-

fpondent antitype, the army of Gog and Magog,

againfl: Jerufalcm.

The fecond combination of the nations of Canaan,

was with a direct defign to fight againfl Jofhna and the

children of I Gael : fo the kings of the ear h, and their

armies, fhall gather together to make war with the

Lamb, and to fight againfl: Ghrift and his chofen

faints. Compare Jofh. xi. i 5. with Rev. xi. 18.

x\'i. 13, 14. xvii. 14. xix. 19.

• The army that came againfl Jofhua was exceeding

numerous, (exprefTed, in the Eaftem language) * even

'as the find that is upon the fea more in multitude,

' with horfes and chariots very many ;' Jofh. xi. 4.

But how infinitely greater will that army be that fhall

be compofed of tie kings of the earth, and the whole

world, and their armies, that fhall be gathered together

to the battle of that great day of God Almighty !

The fecond army of the nations ol Canaan was more

bold and daring than the fidft; as the defiruclion of

the former might have proved a warning to the latter :

but their hearts were exceedingly hardened to their

defiruclion.—So this army which fhall gather againfl

Ghrift and his faints, will be much more prefumptuous

than the army of Gog and Magog ; and though the

defiruclion of Gog and Magog fhall be univerfally

known, yet t>he kings of the earth, and their fubjecls,

will not take warning, but will venture to make war

with him whom vbey will know to be moft mighty.

The firft array of the nations of Canaan, only came

and invefted a city, which, in all probability, they

could
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tould eafily have conquered, if Jofliua had not come

againft them : but the fecond army boldly ventured

to attack the camp of him at whofe word the fun and

moon flood (till, and whom all nature affifted to con-

quer his foes : and this they knew ; the example was

before their eyes, and fre(h in their memories ; they

had no excufe.

In like manner, the army of Gog and Magog (hall

only come againft the land of Ifrael, and the city of Je-

rufalem ; which they (hall take :—but the kings of the

earth, and their armies, fhall march againft the King

of kings, and his mighty army ; not deterred by the

deftruction of Gog and Magog, of which event they

cannot plead ignorance.

The army that gathered againft Jofhua was totally

deftroyed :—fo (hall that army be that (hall gather

againft Jefus, the Lamb of God, the King of glory.

Queftion 3. Where will this army be gathered ; or is

Arma-geddon the name of a place now in being >

Anfxer. I conclude that this army will be collected

fomewhere near the bounds of the land of Canaan, and

thus the antitypes will more perfectly correfpond with the

types :—but I am apt to think that the name Arma-ged-

don, (which is faid to fignify

—

the place of the gathering

together of the hofi of the fubtil ones) will be given in re-

membrance of the event.—If any perfon can inform

me of the exact place, I am ready to receive the in-

formation with thankfulnefs : but poffibly it may be

difcovered as we purfue our enquiries.

gh'ejlion 4. How will it be poflible to perfuade all

the nations of the world, kings and their armies, to

march
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march all the way iato Paleftine, upon this mad expe-

dition ?

It is remarkable that God has given us a proof of

the poffibility of it, by fuffering all Europe to be mad

in the Crufades, which i^: many years depopulated the

Chriftian world, under a notion of driving the infidels

out of the Holy Land.

Whoever considers how all Europe was put into

motion at the mitigation of one man, and at the com-

mand of another— .hat vaft armies of all forts of men,

noble and ignoble, bond and free, high and low, rich

and poor, were led even by kings themfelves, all the

way into this fame country, where the blood of many

millions was flied in the conteft, to little or no purpofe;

will not reject this interpretation of the prophecy,

on the account of this difficulty : — For if men

could thus engage all Europe in a vain, fruitlefs,

and expenfive war, and could influence even kings

to leave their important concerns, to lead armies into

the bloody field, and there madly facrifice their lives,

and thofe of their fubje&s ; what amazing influence

may we not fuppofe the fpirits of devils working mira-

cles, will have over the kings of the earth, and the

whole world ? For it may be rationally fuppofed, that

thofe in povver will be very loth to give up their king-

doms to the Lord, who will require them fo to do, and

will fooner fight againft him than yield, even if left

to themfelves ; how much more fo, when given up to

the fpirits of devils, in that dreadful hour of temptation,

thatjhall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell

upon the earth I And as they (hall be naturally inclined

to onpofe Chi id's kingdom, they will be eafily induced

to
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to go up againft the Lord ; efpecially when, by mira-

cles, they [hall be encouraged fo to do.

Shtcjllon 5. Is it likely that Pagans, Mahometans,

and bad Chriftians, (thofe irreconcileable enemies one

to another) fhould ever agree in any attempt ?

Anfwer. Pilate and Herod were made friends, and

agreed together to mock Chrift, though before they

had been at enmity; and the Jews, of all orders,

though at the bell: not very good f iends among them-

felves, agreed together, and all with the Romans,

(whom before they generally efteemed as their g^eateft

enemies) to put Chrift to death : and therefore, it will

be no wonder if bad men, of all profeffions, will agree

together, (notwithstanding their former animofity one

againft another) to oppofe and fight againft him, who

fhall come to depofe them all. And indeed, the very

ftrange union of fo many contrary interefts in the put-

ting the Saviour to death, is a figure, and even a fpe-

cimen in miniature, of that combina ion that fhall be

formed againft him by all the nations of the earth.

This is beautifully expreffed by the apoftles in their

prayer, Acts iv.

1 Lord, thou art God which haft made heaven and
c earth and the fea, and all that in them is ; Who
' by the mouth of thy fervant David haft faid ; Why
' did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain

% things ? The kings of the earth flood up, and the

6 rulers were gathered together againft the Lord, and

' againft his Chrift. For of a truth, againft thy holy

' child Jefus, whom thou haft anointed, both Herod
* and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peo-

\* pie of lfrael, were gathered together.' Since there

Vol. I. T t has
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has been already a combination againft Chrift, that

real on could not have expe&ed, which in part ful-

filled the prophecy of David; there cannot be the

lca.t fhadow of reafon to doubt the compleat fulfilling

of the fame, as well as feveral other prophecies, in

thai great combination againft the Lord of Glory, of

which the Scripture fo plainly fpeaks. And it is to

be obferved, that three unclean fpirits went forth,

one out of the mouth of the dragon, to the Pagans ;

another out of the bead, to Chrifiians fo called ; and

the tail out of the mouth of the filfe prophet, to

Mahometans: fa that fuitable evil influences will go

forth to each party ; and who can tell or conceive

what amazing power the devils (hall have in that

day over the inhabitants of the world, who are fo

much in their intereft at prefent ? And if temptation

isfo ftrong, as frequently to prevail over men, contrary

to their inclinations as well as their interefts ; what is

likely to be the confequence of thofe powerful diabo-

lical influences, that (hall meet with minds ftrongly

inclined of themfelves to the fame thing, and ready-

to be led captive by Satan at his will ? What will not

hatred, rage and malice, lead men to a rtempt, efpeci-

ally when under the power of ftrong delufions, con-

firmed by miracles ?

Ghteftion 6. At what time may it be fuppofed this

gathering of the nations to make war againft Chrift

will happen ?

Anfwer. It will be foon after the deftruflion ofG ^g

- and Magog ; for a fhort work of judgment (hall

the Lord make upon the earth. It will doubtlefs be

over,
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over, before the Lord (hall enter with his glory into

his pal ice.

§)ueftion 7. Who are thefe leaders of the army, the

beqft and the falfe prophet, who (hall deceive the

nations, and who fhall be taken and cad alive into

a lake of fire burning with brimdone ?

Aafzver. By the expreflions, that they fhall be cad

alive into a lake of fire burning with brimdone, and

fhall be tormented to the ages of the ages, I am ready

to conclude thefe to be two great and notable deceiv-

ers, railed from the dead on purpofe to head, deceive,

and embolden this wicked multitude to make war

againft Chrift : and if two men that have exided on

earth are particularly intended, the famous impbftor

Mahomet, is the falfe prophet without doubt ; and

perhaps few protedants will hefitate to pronounce the

beajl to be forne one of the mod wicked of the pones

of Rome, and mod probably Hildebrand, or Gre-

gory the feventh.

Qucftion 8. Is the lake of fire and brimdone real,

or figurative ?

Anfzver. Real, by all means ; according to the lite-

ral fenfe of Scripture : for the wrath of God is fpoken

of as different from fire and brimdone. See Rev.

xiv. 10.—Whereas they are the fame, if the brimdone

and fire are onlv figures.

Unefilon 9. Where is the lake of fire at prefent,

into which the bead and falfe prophet fhall be cad

alive, to be tormented ?

Anfiver. I believe it to be in the bowels of the

earth, or the terraqueous globe; which in the confla-

gration fhall be all turned into the lake of fire, from

T t 2 the
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the centre to the circumference ; into which the

wicked, and whofoever fhall not be found written in

the book of life, fhall be caft, to be punifhed with the

devil and his angels, and to be tormented in the

prefence of the holy angels and in the prefence of

the Lamb, and to have no reft day nor night, to the

ages of the ages. From which dreadful ftate may

God preferve us

!

The burning mountains appear to me (landing and

conftant proofs of the actual exiftence of the lake of

fire and brimftone in the earth now, and awful moni-

tors and fpecimens of what the whole (hall be after

the day of judgment.

^ueflion 10. But is it not time to clofe this long

Lecture ?

Anfwer. Yes ; and I fhall refume this dreadful

fubject, and endeavour to finiih it in my next.

£ND OF THE SEVENTH LECTURE,
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57^ definition of the enemies ofChrifl, farther considered,

and proved from many Scriptures; and alfo that the

Beaft and falfe Prophet pall be cajl alive into a lake

of fire and brhnfione ; and Satan jhall be bound and

J/jut up in the abyfs, for a thoufandyears.

N the laft Lecture I hid before you many obfer-

vations, relative to the victory that (hall be ob-

tained by the Lord, over his enemies at his coming,

before his kingdom fhall be eftablifhed through the

earth ; but was not able to finifh all that I had to fay

upon that fubject, for want of time ; for God hath

thought proper to fpeak abundantly to us refpecting

this matter in the prophecies ; and therefore we mud
not lightly pafs over what he hath been pleafed to

reveal with fuch clearnefs of expreflion.

And as the profeffed defign of thefe Lectures is to

collect, and animadvert upon thofe prophecies that

remain to be fulfilled, it is neceffary to connect the

whole in one chain, that their beauty and order may

appear ; and the judgments of God mud be noticed

as well as his mercies ; as both are neceffary in order

to compleat his wonderful plan.

St. John faw in vifion, what (hall happen in reality,

—the beat, and the kings of the earth, and their

' armies, gathered together to make war againft him

* that fat on the hcrfe, and againlt his army. And
< the
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1 the bead was taken, and with him the falfe

c prophet that wrought miracles before him, with

* which he deceived them that had received the mark.

c of the bead, and them that worshipped his image.

' Thefe both were cad alive into a lake of fire burn-

* ing with brimftone. And the remnant were flain

1 with the (word of him that fat upon the lwfe, which

' fvvord proceeded out of his mouth : and all the fowls

* were filled with their flefh. And I (John) favv an

' angel come down from heaven, having the key of

' the bottcmlefs pit, and a great chain in his hand.

e And he laid hold on the dragon, that old ferpent,

* which is the devil, and Satan, and bound him a

e thoufand years, and caft him into the bottomlefs pit,

' and (hut him up, and fet a feal upon him, that he

' fhould deceive the nations no more, 'till the thou-

c fand years mould be fulfilled ; and after that he

' mufc be loofed a little feafon :' Rev. xix. 19, 20,

21. xx. 1, 2, 3.

The confederation of thefe words, and fome other

prophecies that appear to relate to fome of thefe

events, will afford fufficient matter for this evening's

meditation.

Thefe mighty armies mail certainly affemble to

make war againft the Prince of Peace ; influenced by

rage and malice, under the power of a ftrong decep-

tion and delufion, given up in confequence of their

wickednefs to a judicial blindnefs, and hardnefs of

heart, which fhall lead them on to utter deftrudtion.

Who could have believed that men fhould be fo fool-

ifhly mad, and worfe than mad, as to make open

and wilful war againft the Lord of Glory, had not

God
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God exprefly revealed it, and numbers of facts that

have happened, joined to prove the pouibility of inch

bold rebellion ?

Thefe armies being afTembled againd the King of

kings, and Lord of lords, the matter (hall not long

hang in doubt ; for their leaders, the bead and the

falfe prophet who deceived them, and gathered them

together for this dreadful purpofe, to make war againft

the Son of God, the Son of man, (hall be taken and

call alive into a lake of fire burning with brimdone.

Oh dreadful doom ! there they fhall differ the utmoft

torment that can be conceived, fuch as the greamefs

of their crimes fhall have merited, age after age, to

the great age of ages. The bead: and the falfe pro-

phet appear to be real (not fictitious) characters ; they

are,

—

i. Leaders of thefe mighty armies, who, deceived

by them, fhall gather againft the anointed of God.

2. They are taken alive, while their hods are flain ;

which to me feems to imply that they are really living

creatures.

3. They arc cad alive into a lake of fire burning

with brimdone, where they (hall be eonitantly tor

mented, day and nighc, to the ages of the ages, with-

out ceflation. This not only (hews that they are real,

living, intelligent, wicked beings ; but that they are

fuch as the burning lake will not confutne, fo as to

dedroy their fenfation : for obferve, they are cad alive

into the lake of fire at the beginning of the Mille-
ts O

nium, and are found in torment there a thoufand years

after, when Satan himfeif is cad in with them at the

dole of the Milleniuirij to (hare with jhem in their

puniiliriientj
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piinilhment, which after that (hall laft to the ages of

the ages.

4. If thefe leaders are real characters, and of the

race of men, as I think is plainly intimated ; they muft

be fome who have been great monfters of vvickednefs,

deceit, and barbarity, fmce they are caft into a lake

of fire, burning with brimftone, at leaft a thoufand

years before Satan himfelf (hall experience that dread-

ful punifhment, though he (hall certainly feel it at

laft as well as they.

5. As their bodies (hall endure the fire and brim-

ftone, a thoufand years before Satan comes to bear

them company, and after that (hall be capable of feel-

ing torment to the ages of the ages, without a mo-

meat's ceftation, it (Irikes me with particular force,

that they muft be fome perfons raifed from the dead j

and I have before mentioned who 1 think it is pro-

bable they may be.

6. The reafons why they (hall be caft into a lake

of fire burning with brimftone, at the beginning of

the Millenium, to come out no more to the ages of

the ages, while Satan at that time, or a little after,

(hall only be (hut up in the bottomlefs pit, for a thou-

fand years, and looted for a little feafon at the clofe

of that period, I conceive to be the following;:

—

1 . Thefe characters, the bead ami the falfe prophet,

are no lefs enemies to God and man than Satan him-

felf, and in feveral inftancCs are more blameable than

he ; and therefore ourjuft judge and Lord, who doetli

even' diing right, and in eKaic order, will caufe their

punithtiient in the Like of fire, to begin a thoufand

yean looner dian that of the prince of darknefs him-

felf
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felf in the fame place. 2. As both thev and Satan

are to be great deceivers of mankind , and heads and

leaders of open rebellion againft the King of Glory

and his faints, they, leading a numerous army to make

War againft Chrift at the beginning of the Millenium,

fhall firft fill up the meafure of their iniquities, and

of courfe be firft fentenced to the torments of the

burning lake, which is,

* "The lajl refort of evil, woe, and pain,'

>—-And the certain portion of all obftinate rebels

againft God, and wilful deceivers of mankind

;

while Satan who fh ill not make his laft and final

attempt againft the Lord, 'till after the clofe of the

Millenium, (hall be referved as in a prifon for the

purpofe, as a fierce lion chained up, but not tamed,

until the thoufand years are ended ; fhali then be let

loofe with all his malice, fubtilty and rage, and lhall

then practife his laft and greateft deception upon man-

kind; and (hall then, like the beaft and falfe prophet,

be taken, and cafl into the fame place with them :

and as both they and he deceived mankind, and at

different periods led them to battle againft the mighty

warrior, they fhall for the fame crimes fuffer the fame

punifhment. 3. As the lake of fire is the laft punifiV

ment that fhall be inflicted upon rebels, none that

enter there can ever be loofed from thence until they

are wholly fubdued ; and therefore none are caft there

until the meafure of their iniquity is filled up, nor

while any other method of reclaiming them remains

untried. But enough of this ftrange and dreadful fub-

jecft, for the prefent ; let u.s pafs to confider the total

overthrow of the remnant that St. John in vifion faw,

Vol. I. . U u ' flain
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' flain by the ("word of him thai fcj upon ^- h©r&,

' which fword proceeded out of his mouth,' and with

their fleih all the fowls were filled. This is as true

as though it was already accomplished, and mall be

fulfilled in its feafon—But who can paint the horrors

of that awful day, when the Lord (hall caufe to be

{Iain before him thole who would not have him to

leion over them !

1 he Scrirture fpcaks of this dreadful battle in the

mod awful and ftrikino- language :
' For behold Je-

* iiovapi will come with fire, and with his chariots

' like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and

* his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire, and

' by his fword will Jehovah plead with all fLefli :

e and the flain of Jehovah mail be many:' Ifaiah

lxvi, 15, 16.

There ihall befuch a flaughter of men, that the like

was never known hnce the flood. Thus the Lord

mall be known by the judgments which he mail exe-

cute ; and all the earth (hall fee Lis glory. He will

be abundantly magnified by tliofe fore calamities that

mall fall upon the heads of his enemies, in that great

dav when when they (hall rife againfc hirn ; and he

(hall dellroy them fjddenly, and there (hall be none to

deliver them.— ' He fi.iailjr.cfge among the heathen ;

< he mall fill the places with the dead bodies; he (hall

e wound the heads over many countries :' Pfal. ex. 6.

— ' For behold, Jehovah cometh forth out of jus

c place, to puniili the inhabitaats.qf.ilie earth (jv thflr

1 iniquity : die earth alio (hail difclofe her blood, and

' Hi all no more cover her flain:' Ifai. xxvi. 21.

This dreadful fcene ofjudgment is- fo awful and im-

portant,
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jfortaht, that God, in a mod folemn manner, calls

upon the World to hearken to his declarations of the

feme ; and I doubt not but you will hear with great

attention, while I read the threatenings of Jehovah
againft his enemies, delivered in the molt mqetlic fijle.

' Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken ye
1 people: fet the earth hear, and all that is therein;

f the world, and all things that come forth of it. For

* the indignation of Jehovah is upon all nations, and

' his fury upon all their armies : he hath utterly de-

' llroyeu them"; he hath delivered them to the flaughter,

4 Their fiain alfo (hall be cad out, and their (link fhall

c come up out of their carcafes, and the mountains

' mad be melted with their blood. And all the hoflcf

* heaven 'hall be diliuived, and the heavens fhall Le

' rolled together as a fcroll : and all their heft (hall fall

' d ).vn, as the leaf faileth off from the vine, and as a

' falling fig from the fig-tree. For my f.vord fhall be

i badied in heaven ; behold, it fhall come down upon

' Idumea, and upon the people of my curfe, to judg-

e merit. The fword of Jehovah is filled with blood ;

' it is made fat with fatriefs, and with the blood of iambs

' and floats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams : for Je-
' liuv aii hath a facvifice in Bozrah, and a great daughter

' in the land of Idumea. And the unicorns (hall come
1 down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls

;

' a h d their land fhall be ioafced with blood, and their

1
duft, made fat with fatnefs. For it is the day of

' Jehovah's vengeance, and the year of recompences
c for the controverfy of Zion. And the dreams thereof

1 (hall be turned into pitch, and the dull thereof into

' brimflone; and the land thereof(hall become burning:

U u z < pitch.
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* pilch. It (hall not be quenched night nor day ; the

* fmoke thereof fhall go up for ever (or an age) ; from

* generation to generation it fhall lie wade ; none fhall

c pafs through it for ever and ever ;' (or, to the ages of

ages) Ifai. xxxiv. i 10.

Before I go any farther, I fhall crave your attention

to a few remarks upon this flriking and highly pic-

turefque prophecy.

i . This paffage evidently points to that awful period

of indignation which muft take place before the glo-

rious reign of our Lord begins ; and has not yet been

fulElled.

2. The expreffions of the diffolution of the hoft of

heaven, and the falling of the fame, as leaves from the

vine, and as figs from the fig-tree, are very flrong

figures, ufed of any time of g'-eat judgments, the de-

ftruction of nations, great overturns, &c. Inftances of

thefe kinds of grand figures may be found in Ifai. xiii.

10. Ezek. xxxii.7,8. Joel ii. 31. St. Matth. xxiv. 29.

St. Mark xiii. 24, 25. Rev. vi. 12, 13, 14.— But

though thefe expreflions, and perhaps fome others in

this chapter, are figurative ; yet there is no doubt but

great and flrong convulfions of nature fhall take place

at the time, and great changes happen, fuch as fhall

juftify the life of thefe bold figures.

3. Some fuppofe that the day. of judgment, and the

conflagration of the world, is intended in this chapter

:

but that conclusion is evidently wrong; becaufe birds

and wild beafrs are to have long and peaceable pof-

feffion of the fame country, whofe ftreams are repre-

fenred as being turned into pitch, and its duft into

brimftone ; which could not poflibly be the cafe, if the

world was all burnt up ; for then all birds and beafts

would
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would be deftroyed, as well as all places where they

could abide, Befides, the glorious kingdom of Chrift

on earth, is fpoken of as immediately following this

terrible defolation and deduction ; of which any one

may be convinced, who will only rake the trouble to

read the 34th and 35th chapters of lfaiah, as one con-

nec"led prophecy ; as it is evident they are.

We mould always have this view in our minds,

whenever we hear or read of the dreadful calamities

that (hall come upon the world, or upon mankind :

we fhould confider thofe awful difpenfations as defigned

to prepare the way for the kingdom of Chriffc. God
never afflicts or deftroys his moil inveterate enemies,

without having the following defigns in view: 1. To
punifh them juftly for palt tranfgrefTions.— 2. To
warn mankind agiinft fin, the procuring caufe of all

evil.—3. To make way for bleflings to come down

upon the earth, and that the kingdom of righteoufheis

and peace may univerfally prevail.—4. To make the

tranfgreflbrs themfelves alnamed of their wicked con-

duct ; to bring them to feek the name of the Lord,

and to fubmit to him ; and to caufe them to know
the blefled Jehovah : See Pfal. lxxxiii. So that all

the righteous judgments of God are defigned to be

highly ufeful ; not only to the world at large, but,

finally, to the offenders themfelves. And unlefs I had

this view of the matter, I lhould be much more dif-

treiled than I am in treating of thefe amazing fcenes

of defolation, which muft in time take place on this

globe
; by which the greatelt part of the inhabitants

of the world mail perifh from the face of the earth,

before the time of peace and reft (hall begin.

4. I would
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4. I would ian: dbferve, that the words for ever,

and /<v <rir-- .///a' t-t\o', arc ufed in this prophecy, as alio

in many other paflages, for times and feafons of a

limited nature : fdr it it were not lb, it would be im-

poilible that all the prophecies mould ever be fulfilled
;

for if this land mould burn always, and the fmoke of

it perpetually go up without end—then it would be im-

p,
,.."..

, for binds of any* kanci to lay and hatch, or even

to exift there; neither could wild beads meet there;

nor thorns, nettles, and brambles grow there : all which

tilings are declared, buE can never take place, if for

e-icr intends without end*

t. There is Come difpute where this feene of de-

fbaicbion lies. Some fuppofe that Rome is intended by

Bozfdh, and Italy by the land of Idumea : others fuppofe

thatthefe are general names, 2.nd may be applied to all

the enemies of God. For my part, I have not the

lean: doubt but Rome fhail, either before, at, or foon

aft :r the coming of Chrifr, be as totally destroyed as

ever Babylon was ; informich that the voice of harpers,

Hiuficians, pipers and trumpeters, for which Rove is

now lb lamed, mail be heard no more at all in her ;

an i no craftfman, of whatibever craft, dial] be fonnQ

in her any more ; and the found of a milftone fhail

be heard no more at all in her; and the light of

a candle (ball fnine no more, at all in her; and

the voice of the bridegroom and the bride fhail

be heard no more at ail in her; Rev. xviii. 22, 22.

The meaning of all thefe exprefSdfls is e\idently,

that the place (haM be wholly deftrcyed, and (hall for-

ever remain defolate'5 for where there are no mull-'

cians, no craftfmen, or artificers of any kind ; no found

dfinilftone*; no light of candles, or lamps; no frelh

marriages ;
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(nafriaees: there* can be no inhabitants. But tho O
Rome may beEdom, in a mydical fenfe ; and th i

tduniea and r 1 1 e people of God's curfe, may a

intend the enemies of the Saviour, wherever, ihey

be found ; yet it itrikes me, thai as the land

rnea, or where the Edomites dwelt fo merly, is at no

verv great didancc from the land of Judea, it may

p:ca J

e God, that this fecond and mod mighty army

(hal! he afiembled within the bounds of the ancient

..nonol Edom, and be there dedroyed , us really as

the army of Gog and Magog (hall be gathered into the

land of Ifrael, and {all ilain u^on the mountains thereof.

And it may farther pleafe God, in detedati m ( f that

open attempt againft the Ch id wb m be hath a-

nointed, not only to dedroy the armies ; f the kin&s of

the earth, and give their flefh to the fowls ; but may,

after that, caufe the verv (bet whereon tins attempt (hajl

be made, to take fire, an ! burn, as though its dreams

were turned into pitch, and iis dull into brimdone;

and, after the fire dial] have e out, leave die place

to be an habitation for birds and beads, as ti
i a

was divided by lot unto them, from gei

ration. All this feems probable; and if it fl

fo, the very letter of this 1.

—

And what renders this explanation more a: is,

that it gives ns an eafy key, i > [fab Ixiii. i —
.

( Who is this that cometh from b ith cj
'

4 garments fr ; this dan is

parei, travelling in tl .

* 1 that fpeak in r.

' Wberef re it thou re
'

I, and t!j\

•

i in wine, fa? r

c
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' I have trodden the wine-prefs alone ; and of the

' people there was none with me : for I will tread them
1 in mine anger, and irample them in my fury ; and
* their blood (hall be fprinkled upon my garments,

' and I will (lain all my raiment. For the day of ven-

' geance is in mine heart, and the year of my re-

< deemed is come. And I looked, and there was none

to help ; and I wondered that there was none to

c uphold : therefore mine own arm brought falvation

' unto me, and my fury it upheld me. And I will

c tread down the people in mine anger, and make
' them drunk in my fury ; and I will bring down their

* ftrength to the earth.'

This prophecy hath been commonly applied by

Divines, in their difcourfes and writings, to the fuffer-

ings of Chrift : but it doth not appear to me to have

the fmalleft allufion to the MeiTiah as a fufferer, but

applies to him as a victorious conqueror over his foes,

in that day of battle, called The great day of God Al-

mighty.

And efpecially if we conceive that the place to which

the kings of the earth, and their armies, (hall be gather-

ed, (hall be in the land of Edom ; then we have a new

proof that this gathering againft the Lord, is different

from the army that (hall furround and take Jerufalem,

before the coming of Chrift, as the places are different;

and are befides enabled to interpret the text more lite-

rally than at firft view feemed pomble. And indeed,

if there are two different combinations, as I think is

evident, one againft the Jews and Jeruialem, and the

other againft Chrift himfelf ; then, it is highly probable

r ]-.it ^fr^r the eleanfiner the land oflfraei, and the burial

of
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of the bones of the army of Gog and M^og, that no

other enemies mall ever gather and fa:l there, nor that

land be again defiled with blood and careafes. But

that the land of Edom mall be the place whereon that

deftruction fhall fall, feeiris not unlikely ; fince thereby

the prophecies may be lite "ally fulfilled, and the curfes

denounced on the habitations of Elau may be more

exactly accomplifhed than they have yet been :
—

' And
' his heritage mall be wafte for the dragons of rhe vvil-

c derne^s, and (hall be called The border of wkkedhefs r

See Mai. i. 3, 4.

—

; And Saviours mail come upon

Mount Zion, to judge the Mount of Efau : and the

* kingdom fhall be Jihovah's : Obad. 21.

' Edom mill be a defolate wildeinefs, for the vio-

4 lence againftthe children of Judah, becaufe thev have

' ihed innocent blood in their land. Bur Judah (hall

' dwell for ever, and Jeruialem rrclril generation to

' generation. For I will cle3nfe their blood that I

* have not cleanfed ; for Jehovah dwelleth in Zion :

J

Joel iii. 19, 20, 21.

This whole third chapter remains to be fulfilled, and

refers to the latter days ; fo that the defolation of Edom
fhall fully take place when Judah fhall dwell for ever,

and Jerufalem from generation to generation ; whic

has not yet been accomplifhed.

Thus we are enabled to fay, with confiderable af-

furance, that in the ancient land of Edom fhall thefe

armies aflerrible, and there the land (hall be red with

blood ; at Bozrah (hall the dreadful vintage be : There

the mighty Conqueror fhall tread down the people in

his anger, and trample them in his fury ; and (hall

Wring down their ftrength to the earth. From thence

V©l. I. X* he
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he fhall come up in a moft triumphant manner, in the

greatnefs of his flrength, having his garments fprinkled

with the blood of his enemies, not his own blood ; as

there is not a Tingle circumftance in the prophecy of the

iixty-third chapter of Maiah, that alludes to his dif-

fering as the Lamb of God, being crucified through

weaknefs, and fhedding his blood on the crofs ; but to

his conquering as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and

deftroying his flubborn foes ; then marching out of

the land of Idumea into the land of Ifrael, to take

pofiellicn of his temple. This was the glorious vilion

the prophet faw, and which made him cry out

—

* Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed

' garments from Bozrah?' he.

His treading the wine-prefs alone, intimates, that

the deftruclion of thefe enemies fhall not be effected

in the leaft by human power, but by his flrength

only ; and hence St. John, in perfect confiitency

with this prophecy, fays
—

' And [he remnant (that is,

all the a; my except the bealt and falie prophet)

< were flain with the fword of him that fat upon the

' horfe ; which fword proceeded out of his mouth/

But then, to prevent our having an idea that they

were not actually, but only fpiritually flain, it is added

—
' And all the fowls were filled with their flefh.'

The time when he fhall thus deftroy his foes, is

called, The day of vengeance, which is in his heart :

but none will fupnofe that he manifeited vengeance,

but rather love, in dying for men. ' And 1 looked,

* and there was none to help ; and I wondered that

* there was none to uphold : therefore mine own arm

^ brought faivation unto me,' &c. Thefe words can-

not
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not be applied at all to the fuffcrings of Chrift : for

did he wonder that there was none to uphold in that

hour ? But well he might wonder, that when fuch a

numerous army of men mould gather ^>n purpofe to

oppofe him, that none of the Ions of Zion, the chil-

dren of Ifrael, or any other people, fhould come out

to his help againtl his enemies. In his death he

brought falvation to others, but fell a facrifice himfelf

;

but in his victory he ihall bring falvation to himfelf,

while his foes fhall fall a facrifice in Bozrah ; and

there fhall be a great {laughter of them in the land

ef Idumea.

Surely nothing can be plainer than that this pro-

phecy of lfaiah is far from having an allufion to ChrifFs

death, but points entirely to the deftruction of his

enemies; who Ihall indeed gatner together againft him,

but (hall fall before him, and be flain by his fword

alone.

To this dreadful {laughter, that vifion of St. John,

Rev. xiv. 14 2c. undoubtedly refers : ' And
' I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and upon the

' cloud one fat, like unto the Son of man, having on

' his head a golden crown, and in his hand a lharp

' fickle. And another angel came out of the temple,

' crying with a loud voice to him that fat on the

1 cloud, Thrufl in thy fickle, and reap : for the time

1
is come for thee to reap ; for the harveft of the earth

1
is ripe. And he that fat on the cloud thruft in his

1 fickle on the earth ; and the earth was reaped. And
' another angel came out of the temple which is in

1 heaven, he alio having a tharp fickle. And another

1 angel came out from the altar, who had power

X x 2 ' over
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c over fire ; and cried with a loud cry to him that had

' the (harp fickle, faying, Thruft in thy (harp fickle,

' and gather the clufters of the vine of the earth ; for

f her grapes are fully ripe. And the angel thruft in

f his fickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of

f the earth, and call it into the g eat wine-prefs of the

f wrath of God. And the wine-prefs was trodden

* without the city, and blood came out of the wine-

c
prefs even unto the horfe bridles, by the fpace of a

' thoufand and fix hundred furlongs.'

The words of Joel, chap. iii. 13, 14. may with pro-

priety be applied to this dreadful flaughter, as well as

to the deftruction of Gog and Magog, of which before,

* Put ye in the fickle, for the harveft is ripe : come,
1 get you down ; for the prefs is full, the fars over-

' flow ; for their wickednefs is great. Multitudes,

\ multitudes in the valley of ^ecifion; for the day of

* Jehovah is near in the valley of decifion.'

As the harveft is a little before the vintage, I have

thought that the former may point out the deftruc~V.ion

of the army that (hall gather againft Jerufalem ; and

the latter the total overthrow of this formidable hoft,

that {hall combine againft the King of kings : for both

the harveft and the vintage are ufed in the fame fenfe,

to intimate the fpeedy liddance which the Lord will

make in the earth by cutting off the tranfgreftbrs, that

wickednefs may be dejlroyed.

Oh what deftruction fhall come upon mankind in

that dreadful day ! and how great muft their wicked-

nefs be, to move the merciful Saviour thus to tread

them down in his anger !

But
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But no event can be more clearly prophefied of than

this : and however fome may be difpofed to doubt of

it, or, which is much the fame, fpiritualize it away ;

yet it will furely come, and mult take place, to fub-

due the whole earth, and to break in pieces the na-

tions, as with a rod of iron; to make way for his

kingdom to fpread, and prevail over all.

* Alas, who (hall live, when God doeth this ?' As

much as we would wilh to live to fee the glorious

reign of our Lord on earth, our flelh mud tremble

at the thoughts of thefe defolations ; but if we are

fo happy as to fleep in Jefus before that time, we

fhall come with him, and enjoy that fcene as a high

triumph, which in our prefent (late would fill us with

terror and amazement.

The prophecies are full of dreadful threatenings of

deftruction and defolations ; but they are all intended

to open the way for that difplay of the goodnefs of

God, that fhall aftonilh all that behold it ! I fhall

at prefent only notice the writings of one prophet

more upon this fubject, and fo put an end to this

fcene of defolation, which for its greatnefs is called

an utter deftruction.

? I will utterly confume all things from off the land,

' faith Jehovah. I will confume man and beaft;

• I will confume the fowls of the heaven, and the

? fifhes of the fea ; and the (tumbling blocks, with the

' wicked ; and I will cut off man from off the land,

* faith Jehovah. Hold thy peace at the prefence-

' of Adonai Jehovah; for the day of Jehovah is

'at hand : for Jehovah hath prepared a facrifice,

f l>e hath bidden his gueits. The great day of Jeho-

* vah
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4 vaii is near, ir is near, and hafteth greatly ; even

' the voice of the day of Jehovah : the mighty man
c
(ball cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath,

' a day of trouble and idiftrefs, a day of waftenefs and

* defolation, a day of darknefs and glcominefs, a

' day of clouds and thick daikncfs. A day of the

* trumpet and alarm againft the fenced cities, and

* againft the high towers. And I will bring diftrefs

* upon men, that they (hall walk like blind men,

' becaufe they have finned againft Jehovah : and

* their blood (hall be poured out as duft, and their

c
flefli as the dung. Neither their filvef nor their

' Gold Ihall be able to deliver them in the day of

' Jehovah's wrath, but the whole land (hall be

' devoured by the fire of his jealoufy : for he (hall

* make a fpeedy riddance of all them that dwell in

' the land.'

6 Therefore wait ye upon me, faith Jehovah, until

' the day that I rife up to the prey : for my determi-

1 nation is to gather the nations, that I may atiembJe

6 the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation,

* even all my fierce anger; for all the earth lhall be

' devoured with the fire of my jealoufy.' But all thefe

dreadful judgments and deflations are defigned to

introduce the kingdom of Chrift ; for it is immedi-

ately added, ' For then will I turn to the people a

' pure language, that they may all call upon the name

' of Tehovah, to ferve him with one content. From

< beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my fuppliants, even

' the daughter of my difpeifed lhall bring mine

'offering:' Zeph. i. 2, 3. 7. 14, 15, 16, 17, l8.

chaps iii. 8, 9, 10.

Awful
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Awful and terrible as thefe judgments are, by

which the greatelt part of the inhabitants of the world

(hall be cut off, they are fti icily juft, and very glo-

rious ; and as they are abfolutely neceilary to prepare

the way for the kingdom of Chrift, they are even in

a fort defirable, and to be wilhed for, and efpecially

as the deftruetion of the wicked is intended finally

for the good of the iufferers themfelves. In this vievr

alone, ail thofe numerous prayers for the utter ruin and

deilruclion of the workers of iniquity, with which the

Scriptures fo much abound, may be reconciled to

the fpirit and language of the gofpel, and the raoft

delicate feelings of the fouls that are born of God ;

and are perfectly confident with the ideas we have of

the benevolence of the great Jehovah, who \s good

to all, and whole tender mercies are over all his zvorks,.

All the enemies of Chrift 's kingdom, that mail

gather againfl him from among mankind, being de-

ftroyed and (lain, and their leaders taken and cad

alive into a lake of fire burning with hrimftone;

Satan himfelf, and all his numerous holt of evil anoels.

next come into remembrance, and mult be taken and

bound, and cait into the bottomlefs pit, or abyfs, and

there (hut up, for the fpace of a thoufand years, even

during the time of the perional reign of our Lord

on the earth.

To this event the prophet hath an eye when he

lakh, ' And it (ball come to ; afs in that day, that

1 Jehovah (hall punifh the hoft of the high One on

* high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth.

* And they (hall be gathered together as prifoners are

* gathered in die pit, and Hull be Unit up in the

* prifoh,
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1 prifon, and after many days fhall they be vifited,

1 Then the moon fhall be confounded, and the furl

1 afhamed, when Jehovah of hods mall reign in

' Mount Zion, and in Jetufalem, and before his

• ancients glorioufly :' Ifai. xxiv. 21, 22, 23.

That day, is an expreflion very often iifed in the pro-

phecies, and frequently, as in this place, lefers to Chrift's

coming and reigning on earth. By the high One I

underftand Satan, and by his hoft the fallen angels ;

by their being punifhed, their confinement in the

bottomlefs pit is intended ; here called, by way of emi-

nence, the pit and prifon : the pnnifhment of the kings

of the earth upon the earth, is that terrible overthrow

and Daughter which I have juft been treating of; their

being gathered together as prifoners, and (hut up in

the pit, feems to intend, that Satan, his evil angels,

the fouls of the kings of the earth, and their armies

flain by the fword of the Lord, and in general all

wicked fpirits whether angelic or human, fhall all be

gathered together and fhut up in the bottomlefs pit,

or vaft abyfs ; where the fpirits of thofe who were

difobedient in the days of Noah were confined 'till our

Saviour's death. Their being vifited after many daysy

implies nothing more here, than that they fhall be let

out, or brought out at the clofe of the Millenium,

and afterwards fhall be call into the lake of fire, which

is the fecond death. I have been formerly of the

opinion that this pafTage intended their reftoratiort

to happinefs, and fo it (lands in fome of my works

;

but I give up this idea of the text, and conclude

with a degree of moral certainty, that though a tem-

porary releafe from the pit is certainly intended, yet

not
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fcot a releafe from fin and fuffering ; for though death

and hell fhall certainly deliver up the dead which are in

then, yet it is only that they may be judged ac*

cording to their works ; and then fuch as are not writ-

ten in the book of life (hall be call into the lake of fre.

So that though being vifited, certainly intends, in rue

language of prophecy, a change of circmnftances, yet

not always for the better. An inltance of the lame

language occurs in the prophecy of Ezekiel, reflecting

Gog and Magog, where it is evident that [heir deitn c-

tion is intended :—»' After many days, thou (hah be

* vifited ; in the latter years thou (halt come into the

* land that is brought back from the fword,' &c. Ezek.

xxxviii. 8.

This is the great advantage of attending to the pro-

phecies, in their plain and mot obvious fenfe and

connexion ; for by thus doing, we (hall be able gene-

rally to correct any miftakes that we may inadvertently

have fallen into, from a partial view of the fubjed.—
If the doctrine of the final reftoration of all beings to

obedience, hulinefs and happinefs, be true, we (hall

find it prophefied of in the Sacred Writings ; and if ie

be not clearly revealed, I (hall make no fcruple to re-

tract it ,as openly as I have efpoufed it. But at pre-

fent we have other matters under confideration, that

mud firft take place; anong which, this binding and

confining Satan forathoufand years, in the bottomlefs

pit, demands our attention, as a very extraordinary

prophecy, that hath never been fulfilled : for though

fome will tell us that the devil was bound when ChriH

was born, and others in the days of Conftantine ; yec

we may eafily be convinced that all nations, in all

Vol. I. Y jr periods,
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periods, have been deceived by him hitherto ; arid

therefore any attempt to accommodate this prophecy to

paft events, proves nothing To much as the weaknefs

of the arguments made ufe of for that purpofe. For if

the devil was bound in the days of Conftantine, and for

a thoufand years after—how came all that darknefs,

deception, and wickednefs in the world, which a-

bounded during that night feafon ? Befides, at that

rate, he muft have been loofed between four and five

hundred years already ; which can hardly be called a

little feafon, compared with a thoufand years. And

if Satan was bound in the fourth century, and loofed

in the fourteenth, I think it is better for the world to

have him loofed than bound : for bad as thefe times

are, they feem much better than thofe dark periods of

the tenth and eleventh centuries, which were included

in the thoufand years when Satan was bound, according

to this hypothefis. But I am almoft afhamed to have

attempted to confute fo ridiculous a notion ; for it is

very little fhort of calling the higheft contempt upon

this grand prophecy, big with fuch an important event,

to fuppofe that it hath ever been fulfilled. But as this

great fubjecl: requires fome considerable labour upon it,

I fhall endeavour to throw what light I can upon this

dark and myfterious affair, in as little compafs as pofli-

ble.-^-You muft perceive that it is neceflary for me to

fpeak upon the binding and confining of evil fpirits,

as the laft public enemies of Chrift and his kingdom,

that remain after the Slaughter of the rebellious kings

and their armies, and the cafting of the beaft and falic

prophet alive into the lake of fire and brimftone.

However
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• However many perfons may differ from me in fenti-

n;ent, yet if they acknowledge the rule I go by in thefe

Lectures to be good ; viz. to take the whole Bible as

canonical and authentic, and to underftand and explain

the prophecies that remain to be fulfilled, in the fame

plain and obvious fenfe as time has fhewn the former

prophecies mould have been underftood and explained ;

then it mud be confelfed bv them, that I muft under-

ftand the prophecy cf the binding of Satan, in the fame

literal fenfe in which I have explained other pro-

phecies.

There is this advantage in explaining the prophe-

cies in the mod literal fenfe poffible ; that all thofe

which the myftics would call the fpiritual fenfes, are

generally comprehended in the plain and obvious

meaning of fome other paffages ; and by this view, the

Bible becomes infinitely richer, has more novelty, gran-

deur, variety, and beauty in it, in this light, than it poffi-

bly can in any other. In this inftance, the plain fenfe of

the words conveys all the necelfary meaning : for what

fpiritual fenfes can be found in this prophecy, with all

the invention of the moft ingenious, that will not be

comprehended in the fimple idea of Satan's being

bound, and (hut up in the bottomlefs-pit for a thoufand

years? For if he has no power to rove abroad, or de-

ceive the nations, for a thoufand years—then all the

poffible good fpiritual fenfes of the prophecy are ful-

filled : for if he doth not come near to deceive or

tempt men during that period, certainly, they can re-

ceive no damage by him, and will have no occafion,

as now, to watch againft him.

Y y 2 I mail
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I (hall therefore, being on ftrange ground, proceed

wit!) the utmoft order and legularity that I can, and not

daring to go without my guide and light in this ob-

fcure wav, I fhall have continual recourfe to the facred

Scriptures; and if what I fhall fay be founded upon

the plain fenfe and meaning of them, I fhall little

regard all the contempt of modern infidels on this oc-

cafion : for {o long as I follow the rule that 1 have laid

down, none can juftly cenfure me; for if that rule

be good, it will carry me through all difficulties.

Firft then, in order to interpret the binding of Satan

literally, it mud be proved from Sciipture, that there

are fuch beings as evil angels : and that they have a

leader, or prince, called the devil, and Satan, a deftroyer,

and an aiveifary to man. And it is well known to

thofe who are converfant with Scripture, that the doc-

trine of evil angels, roving about to hurt and tempt

mankind, is very familiar in the facred volume; and

though St. Jude is the only writer that tells us, in fo

nr.ny plain words, that s The angels who kept not

* their firft eftare, but left their own habitation, he hath

' referved in everlafting (or rather, unknown) chains,

* under darknefs, unto the judgment of the great day ;'

Jude 6.—yet he (peaks of it as an univerfally acknow-

ledged fafl ; and the fame is constantly implied

throughout the whole Bible, and efpecially in the

New Teftament.

'

I fhall be told by fome, that there is no devil but

the evil in man's nature; and this is fo often faid

by thofe who ought to know better, that many peo-

ple receive it for an undoubted truth, without farther

examination :—I fhall therefore take this opportunity

fairly
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fairly to confu'e this opinion, which leads to infi-

delity, by fhewing the palpable abfuidities of die

fame.

If this opinion be true, then our Lord could not

poliibly be tempted by the devil in the wildernefs ; for

he had no evil in his nature, and there was no man

with him in that dreary defart ; fo that it infallibly fol-

lows, either that there muft be an evil fpirit, called

the devil, ciiftinct from the evil in mm, or the account

of our Saviour's temptations is falfe. By the fame

rule, a great number of his miracles were mere jug-

gling tricks, and the accounts given of them by the

evangelifts, no better than fables : for if there are no

fuch beings as evil fpirits, then it will follow, that they

could never have entered into or poflefled the bodies

of men; and confequently Chrift could never have caft

them out : for it was not poffible that devils mould

come out of many, crying Thou art the Chrift, if there

were none in exigence. Equally abfurd it would be

to fuppofe that he fuffered not the devils to /peak, becaufe

they knew him, upon the fuppofition of there being no

devils but the evil in man, or wicked men, Belides,

by this cunning artifice, we may reverfe Chrift's fen-

tence againft the Pharifees, and clear them, in fome

meafure, of the blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft

;

for if there are no devils, Chrift did not call; them out

at all, neither by Satan, nor by the Holy Ghoft. But

then, how (hall we clear the character of Chrift of folly

and fallhood ? Folly in him to fuppofe that he caft

beings out of the bodies of men, which beings never

had a real exiftence ; fallhood, in teftifying that he did

caft them out, and that the Pharifees were guilty of

% blafphemy,
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blaiphemy, in attributing thofc wonderful miracles to

the power and influence of the prince of devils.

St. Peter thought there was a devil, or he would

never have faid, ' Be fober, be vigilant : becaufe

' your adverfary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh

' about feeking whom he may devour : whom refift,

* ftedfaft in the faith,' &c. i Per. v. 8,9. And St. James

was of nis opinion, when he faid, ' Refift the devil,

' and he will flee from you,' James iv. 7. And it

is plain St. Paul not only thought that evil fpirits

actually exifted diftincl from the evil in man, but alfo

judged them to be more dreadful, powerful, and dan-

gerous enemies, than all the evils of flefh and blood,

which in companion of them he regarded as nothing

;

and therefore he fays, f Finally, my brethren, beftrong

i in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put

' on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able

( to (land againft the wiles of the devil. For we
1 wreflle not againft flefh and blood, (only, or as our

' chiefeft and mightieft adverfaries) but againft prin-

I cipalities, againft powers, againft the rulers of the

c darknefs of this age, againft fpiritual wickednefs in

' high places :' Ephef. vi. 10, 11, 12. And there-

fore, as he confidered angels fuch dangerous adverfa-

ries, he exhorted the Chi iftians, above all, to take the

fhield of faith, wherewith they fhould be able to quench

all the fiery darts of the wicked one. All which would

have been quite ufelefs and unneceflary, if no evil fpi-

rits exift. But when I have urged this paflage of the

apoftle as a folid proof of the exiftence of evil angels,

I have been told that by principalities and powers, and

the rulers of the darknefs of this age, nothing more

than
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than wicked kings and magiftrates were intended. But

this is liable to three capital objections, which prove

it abfurd : 1. In that cafe they would have had nothing

but flefh and blood to have wreftled with, either in

themfelves or others. 2. The weapons which St.

Paul recommends, fuch as the fhield of faith, the

helmet of falvation, and thefword of the Spirit, though

excellent armour againft devils and evil fpirits, do not

feem Co proper to fight againft men withal. 3. Though
the Chrituans were commanded to refill the devil,

and war againft thofe powerful enemies, yet they were

always required to fubmit to and honour magiftrates

:

and for feveral centuries after Chrift, there was never

an inftance of any Chriftians rebelling againft the

amperors, princes, or rulers under whom they lived :

and therefore it is evident they underftood the apof-

tle's directions to wreftle and fight againft devils, but

not againft kings and governors. Befides, if there be

no devils, or evil angels, what were thofe principalities

and powers whom Jefus fpoiled, and of whom he made

a mew openly, triumphing over them in his death and

refurreftion ? Col. ii. 15. Surely none will pretend

them to be kings and earthly rulers. And who is the

prince of the power of the air, the fpirit that now

worketh in the hearts of the children of difobedience ?

Ephef. ii. 2. And what did our Saviour mean by

faying, ' The prince of this world cometh, and hath

e nothing in me ?' St. John xiv. %o.

But furely I need fay no more to prove the exift-

ence of the devil and his angels, or evil fpirits, dii-

tinct from the evil in man ; for if this doctrine be net

true.
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true, the divine authority of the whole Bible is fct

afide at once, and we have nothing to depend upon.

But my courfe of Lectures wholly (lands upon

this ground, that the Scriptures are true, and that all

the fads related therein are to be understood in their

mod iiteral fenfe, and that all the prophecies (hall be

punctually fulfilled according to their obvious mean-

ing ; and I am willing to (land with the plain literal

fenfe, or fall if that be overthrown ; I (hall therefore

go on (taking God's book for my guide) with as little

fear, anxiety, or hefitation in this part of my fubject,

as any other : for how difficult foever it would have

been to have difcovered the truth of ourfelves, in this

matter ; yet fince God has revealed it, we may fafely

believe, nor fear deception.

i. It is evident then from the Scriptures, that a

great number of the angels rebelled againft God, and

kept not their firtt estate ; and are, through fin, become

enemies to their Creator, and deftroyers of men.

2. Thefe evil fpirits have a king over them, called

The angel of the bottomlefs pit ; Abaddon ; Apollyon ;

A deflroyer ; Belzebub; The Prince of devils ; Satan ;

An adverfary ; The dragon ; The old ferpent ; and,

by way of eminence, The Devil. See Rev. ix. n.

St. Matth. xii. 22 29. St. Mark iii. 22 27.

St. Luke xi. 14 22. Rev. xx. 2. 7. 10. and

many other places.

3. Thefe evil fpirits rove at large, within certain

limits, and probably do not pafs beyond our fyftem,

being confined by the power of God; their chief

power is exercifed within our atmofphere, which was

mot likely their kingdom before they fell, but is now

a kind
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a kind of large prifon to them, where they are kept

in chains of darknefs, in fearful expectations of a

clofer confinement, and greater puniihment ; but hav-

ing fo much room to rove in, they are as capable of

prailifmg mifchief within the limits affigned them, as

though they could rove through the liniverfe at large.

Thus we read in Job, that, * When the fons of

' God came to prefent themfelves before Jehovah,
' Satan came alio among then. And Jehovah
' faid unto Satan, Whence corned thou ? Then
' Satan anfwered Jehovah, From going to and f o

* in the earth, and from walking up and down in

' it:' Job. i. 6, 7. ii. i, 2. Here we find an evil

agent, that was capable of going to and. fro, and

(permitted by God) was able to work the greateft

mifchiefs imaginable. Read the whole of the two

firft chapters, wherein great light is cart upon this

fubject. See alfo Zech. iii. 1, 2. where it appears

that Zechariah faw Satan (landing at the right hand

of Jofhua, to refill: him. All which paffages, and

many others, fhew Satan to be a real, living, wicked,

powerful, and cunning intelligent being, void of love

and goodnefs.

4. The hiftory of our Saviour, and many of his

difcourfes muft be rejected, unlefs the real exigence

of devils and evil fpirits be believed : there is no

alternative ; for he frequently caft them out, they fpoke

to him, they befought him, and, in fome inftances,

he granted their requefts : he frequently alluded to them

in his difcourfes ; one of which, as a fpecimen, I will

read.

Vol. I. Z a < When
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' When the unclean fpirit is gone out of a man, he

(that is, the unclean fpirit) * walketh through dry places,

* feeking reft : and finding none, he faith I will return

* to my houfe (that is, the man) whence I came out.

' And when he cometh, he findeth itfwept and garnifh-

i ed (that is, ready to receive him as an inhabitant again).

c Then goeth he, and taketh to him feven other fpirits

c more wicked than himfelf: and they enter in and
c dwell there : and the laft ftate of that man is worfe

c than the firft,' St. Luke xi. 24, 25, 26. St. Matth.

xii. 43, 44, 45. Here we find that evil and unclean

fpirits are confcious beings ; are capable of exiftencc

feparate from man, into whom they might enter, from

whom they might depart, and to whom they might

return ; but always unhappy creatures in themfelves,

and feeking to make others fo.

5. When Chrift was on earth, Satan tempted him,

but could not overcome him : after which he made ari

ofTenfive war againft the evil fpirits, and caft many of

them out of their habitations, and delivered many-

bodies from their poffeffion. They knew him, and

finding his power over them fo great, they feared

left he was come to fhut them up, and confine them in

the bottomlefs pit or abyfs, and to inflict torments

upon them infinitely greater than what they endured

:

This caufed them to cry out, ' Let us alone ; what
1 have we 10 do with thee, thou Jefus of Nazareth ?

1 Art thou come to deftroy us ? I know thee who thou

* art, the Holy One of God :' St. Mark i. 24.

And others cried out, faying ;
' What have we to do

' with thee Jefus, thou Son of God ? Art thou come
' hither
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* hither to torment us before the time ?' St. Matth.

viii. 29.

And again, c What have I to do with thee, J'fus,

' thou Son of G )d rnoft High ? I befeech thee,

* torment me not :' St. Luke viii. 28.

' Wiiar have I to do with thee, Jefus thou Son of

' the mod high God ? I adjure thee by God, that

' thou to-ment me not :' St. Ma,k v. 7.

Now if the devils do not exift, and t
K ere are no

fuch beings, how could they befeech him much that

he would not fend them out of the country ? And
alfo that he would not command them to go out into

the deep ? by which the great abyfs is intended, the

bottomlefs pit, and not the ocean of water ; as is evi-

dent by their requeuing leave to enter into the herd

of fwine ; and when leave was granted, they caufed

the fwine immediately to run down into the lake.

They did not fear the water, but dreaded being

deprived of their power to hurt, tempt, deceive, and

torment mankind ; they feared being confined to the

deep and dark pit : By this it would feem that they

have fome knowledge of what is to be their doom,

and that they are to be flint up in the abyfs, by the

powerful hand of Chrifl the Son of God, at his ap-

pearing on earth ; and finding him then really in the

world, where they had roved at large fo long, they

were afraid he was come to (hut them up, and take

away their power, and to punifn them for their rebel-

lion. They cried, prayed, befought, and adjured

Chrifl:, whom they called, The Son of God moil:

High, the Holy One of Ifrael, that he would not

torment them. But what (hall we think of thofe

Z z 2 wicked
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wicked men and women, that are fo much zvorfe than

the devils, as to dare to blafpbeme the holy name of

Jefus, and call for curfes and damnation from the

hands of G >d ? Oh how great their fins! how unpa-

ralleled their bpldnefs ! and how d.eadful (hall be

their pumfh.nent !

6. But the appointed time (hall come, when Satan,

and all his hctft, {hall be bound and cad into theabyfs :

There (hall he and his angels be totally confined, and

fhut up during a thoufand years ; he and they (hall

have no power to walk about—-to woik mifchief—to

tempt, deceive, or hurt mankind any more—or to at-

tempt any thing againft the kingdom and intereil of

Chrift, du ing that whole period of his reign on earth :

The whole atmofphere (hail be entirely cleared of evil

fpirits of every kind—-and all the effects that have

been produced by them in natui email ceafe. O glo-

rious period ! when (hall it an ive ?

3, If any (hould object, that Satan and his angels,

being fpirits, cannot be bound, (hut up, and actually

confined in any place ; let fuch know, that He that made

Behemqth the chief of his ways, can make his fword

approach unto him ; and he who created angels, and

gave diem liberty, is able to confine them within any

limits he pleafes, much more eafily than men can

confine criminals,, with the ftrongeft chains, in dark

dungeons.

It is likely that ail created beings have vehicles

£hal are properly their bodies, though the angels that

fuiTOtmd us are clothed with thofc that are too (ubtlefor

Vis to behold with our prefent organs, unlefs fupernatu-

rall) affifted, An angel cannot be in two places at the

fame
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fame moment, any more than a man ; though they are

able to pals immenfe diftances in a very fhort time.

As they are fubjedt to location and fpace, our Lord can

eafily bind Satan and his angels, and confine them

where he pleafes, as long as he pleafes : and he hath

informed us where he will confine Satan; even in the

boitomlefs pit, the abyfs, in the heart or the lowed

parts of the earth : and the length of (hat confinement

is alfo fpecified, even a thoufand years ; during which

period our Led fhall reign upon the earth : and when

that age is expired, Sa.aa fhall be loofed for a little

feafon ; and afterwards, with all his adheients, fhall

be caft into the burning lake.

Whether qur Lord fhall with his own hands bind

Satan, and fo the angel that fhall come down fi-om hea-

ven with the key of the bottomlefs pit, and a great

chain in his hand, be understood of himfelf, who was

once dead, and is alive, and lives for evermore, and

has the keys of hell and death—who has all power in

heaven and earth—who openeth, and no man fhut-

teth; and fhutteth, and no man openeth; or whether

he fhall command one of his mighty angels, and give

him power and authority to bind Saran, the matter is

much the lame : Satan (hall be bound a thoufand

yeais— .hall be caft into the bottomlefs pit—fhall be

fhut up, and a feil (hall be fet on hiu, that he fhall

deceive the nations nj mo e, 'till the thoufand vears

reign of our Saviour on the earth (hall be fulfilled.

Of which glorious period the Scriptures fpeak

largely, and very particularly ; and the prophets dwell

with rapture on the glowing theme: They enumerate

the bleflings of the Median's government in lofty

(trains,
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{trains, and declare, with the greater! certainty, th»

wonderful things that fhall take place at that time.

—

I (hall endeavour to follow them in their defcriptions,

and fhall fet before you the prophecies relating to that

grand event ; all which I fhall explain according to

the obvious and literal fenfe : for I fully believe that

God meant we fhould undcftand him ; and therefore

he hath fpoken in the molt dnect, proper, plain, and

pofitive manner of thofe great things. And the truth is,

that there is nothing that hinders the glorious prophe-

cies refpefting the kingdom cf Chrift on the earth from

being believed, more than the aftonifhing greatnefs

of the wonders they predict. Whereas, this very consi-

deration mould rather induce us to believe them ; as

the more glorious they are, the more worthy they ap-

pear for God to promife ; and where he hath certainly

promifed, it can be no queftion, whether or not it is

worthy of him to perform.

END OF VOL. I.
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